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CORRECTIONS. 



Page 133, line six, for cap'* substitute the word lock.*' 

This correction is made on the authority of Major-General Sir A. J. P. Reid, 
K.C.B., Aberdeen, nephew of the Rev. Dr. Porsyth, in whose possession are 
all papers connected with deceased's inventions. The same authority also points 
out that the percussion cap was not invented till fully twenty years after the 
date of the invention of the lock, and was not the invention of Dr. Porsyth. 
This finally disposes of a belief largely held in the district, and often repeated, 
that Dr. Porsyth invented the percussion cap. 

Page 156, column one, number 74, delete the words " late Colonel, R.O.A. (Vols.)" 



ADDITIONS. 

1st V.B.G.H. 

In August, 1907, Lieutenant-Colonel W. O. Duncan received the Volunteer Officers' 
Decoration. 

On 7th September, 1907, Lieutenant-Colonel D. B. D. Stewart was appointed 
honorary colonel. 



INTRODUCTION. 



THE genesis of this work is as follows : — 
In December, 1898, there was held in the Imperial Hotel, 
Aberdeen, a re-union of those members of No. 2 Company (now 
B Company) of the ist Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders, who had 
worn the old green uniform when that corps was known as the ist Aberdeen 
Rifle Volunteers. The place of meeting was deemed to be singularly 
appropriate, in respect that the hotel was built by their first commander, 
Captain Stevenson, and that the first social gathering the Company ever 
held was when, as the ist Merchants' Company, they were entertained 
there by Captain Stevenson. 

The meeting was presided over by Mr. Alexander Skene of Avondow, 
who was lieutenant of the Company in 1859, and who in 1870, by 
special request, rejoined the corps to succeed Captain Stevenson in the 
command of his old Company. Captain Skene commanded the Company 
till 1884, when he retired ; and he was, in 1898, and is now, one of the very 
few Aberdeen volunteer officers of 1859 still alive. Much interesting infor- 
mation was laid before the meeting by several 1859 veterans as to the 
early history of the Company, and a desire was expressed that some 
account of it should be written. Sometime afterwards Captain Skene 
handed to the writer a packet of old papers relating to the Company, with 
a request that he would sometime write the story. A perusal of these 
satisfied him that there was in them much interesting matter, but that 
such a history to be intelligible must embrace, not B Company only, nor 
even the Rifle battalion, but the whole volunteer movement in Aberdeen 
from 1859, and he hesitated to undertake the task; so the matter rested 
till the Volunteer Review of 1905 was announced ; and, as this event revived 
interest in volunteer matters, he was again urged to take the matter up. 
Further investigation demonstrated that the story of our citizen soldiers had 
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been strangely neglected, and that those who had treated the subject, e 
from a general or local point of view, had left almost untouched the intere 
period of the great national volunteer movement which took place in the 
decade of the i8th, and the early part of the 19th centuries. From 1855 
was naturally led back to that engrossing period of British history — the 
of the Napoleonic invasion scares — and again backwards into more re 
periods of local history, when, in troublous times our ** braif toun " was d\\ 
into *' even " quarters and " crooked " quarters, and the baillies of 
quarter headed the defence bands which were over and over ag^in orga 
for the protection of the city. The Aberdeen Burgh Records, the most 
plete in Scotland, contain much of very great interest on this subject, 
of which, from the year 1398 to 1625, has been published by 
Spalding Club in the form of two volumes of extracts. 

The present work has been divided into two parts. The first < 
with volunteering in Aberdeen from the earliest times recorded till 
the great victory of Trafalgar, and in this part are included chapter 
the volunteers of the Counties of Aberdeen, Kincardine, and Banff, 
lists of the officers in the different parishes. The second part deals witl 
present movement, but solely with the city volunteers, viz., the Artil 
Engineers, Rifle, and Royal Army Medical Corps. The main source 
information for the first part are the Spalding Club publications (old 
new) ; the Aberdeen volumes of the Burgh Records Society, 1625 ^o i 
the Burgh Records themselves, from 1 745 to 1 808 ; the old Scots Stati 
the proceedings of the Privy Council ; the Aberdeen Almanacs ; the 
of the " Aberdeen Journal" and of ^he ** London Gazette," and the cui 
and interesting Order Book of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, 1794 to i 
fortunately preserved and kindly lent by Mr. John Reid Dean, S.i 
Aberdeen. For the second part the authorities are the files of the 
newspapers, and the regimental books of the different corps. It wil 
evident that the variety of the sources of information makes absolute acct 
in detail very difficult, but although there are some blanks, these are s 
in dates as to the appointment and promotion of officers, where exact c 
are not of first-rate importance ; the writer ventures to say, however, 
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nothing essential is omitted in the story, which covers a period of 500 years. 
? If the work adds to our knowledge of the circumstances which led to the rise 
! and progress of what is now a great national institution, and if the perusal of 

it gives to lovers of the history of the institutions of Aberdeen one tithe 

of the pleasure it has given to the writer to collect and arrange the material, 

then the time has been well spent. 

While general acknowledgment is made to many for valuable assistance 
in the preparation of the work, special acknowledgments are tendered to 
the owners and custodiers of the various portraits, blocks, photographs, 
and stands of old volunteer colours, for permission to reproduce same ; 
to the city chamberlain, Mr. Munro, for access to the Burgh Records 
and other valuable assistance ; to the commanding officers and the staffs 
of the corps dealt with in the second part ; to certain officers of the Service 
Companies for permission to use their diaries of the work of these Companies 
in South Africa, and particularly to Major W. O. Duncan for revising the 
chapter on the Service Companies ; to Mr. J. M. Bulloch, for notes from 
the files of the '* London Gazette " in the British Museum ; to Colonel 
Douglass Duncan for revising the manuscript of the second part, and for 
many valuable notes on the City Rifles ; and to Mr. G. M. Fraser, librarian, 
Aberdeen Public Library, for revising the manuscript, and otherwise assist- 
ing in preparing the work for the press. It remains to be added that a large 
number of the illustrations have been reproduced from photographs furnished 

. by Mr. James Ewing, photographer (late major, ist Volunteer Battalion 

L Gordon Highlanders), Aberdeen. 

^ DONALD SINCLAIR. 

81 Union Street, 

» 

' June, 1907. 
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THE ABERDEEN VOLUNTEERS 



Part I. — Early Volunteering in Aberdeen. 



CHAPTER I. 
Earliest Times to 1715. 



THE story of the volunteer movement is popularly believed to have begun in the 
year 1859, and probably if the question were asked at any of our citizen 
soldiers of to-day, they would unhesitatingly adhere to the popular belief. 

It is true that the movement as we know it dates only from that 
year, but sixty years before there spread over the whole length and breadth of the 
land a movement probably as great — in comparison to population — and breathing with 
as much patriotism, enthusiasm, and public spirit as ever actuated the volunteers of 
modem days. 

It may therefore be said with perfect truth that the movement of 1859 was at its 
best but a renewal of the burst of patriotism which animated our forefathers towards 
the end of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth centuries, when the 
hosts of Bonaparte threatened to swoop down like a wolf on the fold, and turn this 
island — the thorn in the Napoleonic flesh — into the greatest of all the great conquests 
of our powerful continental neighbour. But Britain was not destined to become a 
mere colony of France, and in the following pages an attempt will be made to bring 
home to the reader the full extent of the danger that then threatened our national 
existence, and the share taken by Britain's citizen soldiers in the great movement of 
national defence then inaugurated. 

To make the story intelligible it will be necessary (1) to give a brief account of such 
local volunteering as had existed here and there throughout our islands for temporary 
and local purposes, in order to show that the idea of an additional line of defence was 
not, when it really became necessary, quite novel; (2) to trace briefly the events 
that occurred in France (so far as pertinent to the subject), which forced our rulers and 
the people themselves to recognise the necessity of forming the armed bands or 
associations for local defence which became known as volunteers; and (3) to show 
the steps taken in this country which ultimately resulted in the establishment upon 
a permanent basis of the great army of volunteers. 
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Volunteering is known to have existed throughout Britain in very remote times, 
although it cannot be said that any former movement ever assumed the national 
importance that characterized the movement which began in 1794. There are 
authentic accounts of bodies of volunteers having arisen in various parts of England 
from time immemorial, but these were invariably raised for some special temporary 
local purpose, such as to aid the local authorities in suppressing seditious meetings 
or repressing tumult, etc. For example, it is on record that in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, volunteers were enrolled for the purpose of defending the southern coasts 
of Britain, and the Cyclopaedia Britannica, p. 293, says, ''Although it is difficult 
to assign any period when the principle of voluntary organization for national defence 
was first adopted in England, it is certain that societies to promote this object existed 
in various parts of the country in the reign of Henry VIII.," and again, " Henry VIII. 
granted a charter to a body which is now represented by the Honourable Artillery 
Company of London." 

It would be no difficult matter to specify numerous instances in the towns of 
Scotland where the burghers became soldiers for the time being, not for the purpose 
of repelling a foreign foe, but for protecting their hearths and homes from predatory 
neighbours. It may truly be said of Scottish burghers that every man was a soldier 
and trained to the use of arms. Constant warfare with our *' ancient enemy the 
English"; quarrellings amongst the Scottish nobles, which kept their respective 
retainers and adherents at war; the clan rivalries, and probably above all, in the 
eighteenth century, the devotion of Scotland to the cause of the Stuart dynasty, 
kept a large proportion of Scotsmen more or less engaged in warlike pursuits, and, 
to some extent, always ready to fight. 

Burghers were bound by their oath to watch and ward their city, and all men, 
" frae they be twelve years of age," were liable to military duty. The quaint language 
of a Statute of James I., 1424, shows the nature of the duty then imposed upon 
our ancestors by the necessities of the times : — 

Every man of ;^2o rent or ;^ioo estate to be horsed and haill harnessed as 
gentlemen ought to be; and of ;^io of rent or j(}^o of goods to have hat, gorget, 
and a pisane, with wambrasseris and reirbrasseris and gloves of plate, pans, and leg splents, 
at the least, or gif him likes, better. Also, all men busk themselves to be archers firae 
they be twelve years of age; and that in ilk j£io of land there be bowmarks, specially 
near to paroche kirks, quarin upon hailie days men may cum, and at the least, schute 
thrise about, and have usage of archerie; and wha uses not the said archerie, shall raise 
of him a wedder, and gif the laird raises not the said paine, the King's scheriff or his 
ministers shall raise it to the King. [See also chapter on the Wapinschaw.'] 

Sixty years later there is a local enactment providing that all men between 
sixteen and sixty were liable at any moment to be called out in defence of the 
city. 

In the course of time something more of the nature of a regular systematic 
organisation appears, for the statutory provisions take the form of instructions to 
the authorities in each shire 

to make lists of the whole fencible persons between sixty and sixteen years, and that the 
want of the arms taken out of the country with the armie to Ireland and England may 
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be speedily supplied, ordains each shire to provide the quantities of arms and ammunition 
following . . . and to reduce the whole fencible persons into regiments, foot companies, 
and horse troops, and ordaining the like number of men be drilled and exercised in managing 
their armes, every regiment once in the month, every company and troop once in the week, and 
each shire sail entertain ane able and expert Sojour who may have thi cair and inspection of 
exercising the regiments and compannis, and the Colonels and Comittie of the shire to tak 
suche cours for inferior officers and sergants as may best with least expense exercise their 
men, and who are hereby requyred to see thi Captaines of each Company provydid with 
collores and drumes; and that they be in reddiness as they shall receave orders from the 
Comittie of estaitis to bring furth sutch number and preparation of thair regiments with 
sufficient furniture, armes, and provision as shall be requyred ; and that the first man that sail 
be sent furth wheniver occasion sail require be the regiments and troopes which were 
appointed in the northern and remote schyres to cum out in this present expedition and have 
staid at home. 

In 1649, the v^hole shires and burghs within the kingdom were ordained to raise and 
put out 13,400 foot and 5,440 horse — 18,840 total strength, and it is interesting to have 
here the numbers of this levy allotted to each county. The north-eastern district is 
grouped as follows : — 

The Shire of Kincardine and Earl Marischal's part of Aberdeen, 6oo foot and 200 horse, 
the rest of Aberdeen and Sheriffdom of Banff, 800 foot and 480 horse. 

A second levy was made in the following year, and the proportion of foot and horse 
assigned to Aberdeen was as follows : — 

Horse, 186 (three troops of 62): Foot, Kincardine and MarischaFs part of Aberdeen, 
900 (one regiment) : Rest of Aberdeen and Banff, 1 200 (one regiment). 

Thus we find, from our earliest records, that the citizens of our burghs were for 
generations ever ready to answer the call to arms in support of whatever side they 
espoused, or to defend their city from pillage, and it was by no means uncommon to 
find members of the same family upon opposite sides; in fact, during the Jacobite 
risings, this was of frequent occurrence all over the country, and Aberdeen was no 
exception. 

The history of one city is in this respect, probably in a greater or less degree, the 
history of all Scottish towns, and in those " good old days " Aberdeen had fully more 
than its own share of fighting. It may not therefore be unprofitable to take a brief 
survey of the troubles which our ** braif toun " passed through, were it only to show that 
our ancestors were brought up in a hard school, and that when finally called upon 
towards the end of the eighteenth century to take part in the great national volunteer 
movement, they did so with a wealth of experience behind them and a record of 
doughty deeds to live up to. Local historians tell us that, in the days of Robert the 
Bruce, Aberdeen witnessed many stirring events, and was the scene of many a bloody 
encounter. At one time occupied by the adherents of Bruce, the city was taken by the 
English, and retaken by the Scottish. The battle of Harlaw in 1411 saw the burghers 
fighting under their doughty provost. Sir (?) Robert Davidson, in defence of their 
homes and possessions against an attack by the islemen and highlanders of the west, 
and amongst other citizens who fell in the field of battle was the brave provost himself. 
There are those who have attempted to cast doubt upon the authenticity of this story. 
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but it is deeply cherished by Aberdeen's sons, and to this day there is pointed out 
to the curious, and mayhap the sceptical, in the vestibule of the Town House, the 
armour worn and the two-handed sword wielded by the worthy provost at this bloody 
battle. There are also in possession of the Incorporated Trades of the city, swords, 
alleged to have been taken from the enemy upon this memorable occasion, and 
the historian of the trades (Mr. Bain) cautiously remarks that "their make and 
appearance do not belie the tradition." The Burgh Records, from the earliest times 
to the 18th century, bear eloquent testimony to the troubles with which our "guid 
toune ** was sore beset, and the military duties which fell to the lot of the doughty 
burghers. 

On 5th September, 1442, we find the whole community "alsweile vnfree as free 
men*' sworn to rise in defence of the town, and ''quhsa will noght riese and absentis 
him willfully, he sal tyne his fredome, and be bannysit out of the toune." Provision 
was also made at this time that the ** yattes and othiris opin places of the toune be 
stekit and closit,'* and for a watch each night of ** threety men at the breste als lang 
tyme as the cuntreth is in trubble,*' and a fine of ''acht schillinges ** was imposed 
on those who neglected this duty. 

Ten years later, 2l8t April, 1452, the Council agreed to have the town '* stryngthnit 
and fortiflit with walles and strynghes in all gudeli haste"; and in 1494 the 
whole "burges and in-duellaris betuix sexty and sextene" are called upon to be 
ready for war. 

On 1 1th July, 1496, all '* fremen burges of this burghe" were called upon to "compeir 
personalie one Monunday the xviij day of Julij instant at the Cunneger hill, ilk ane 
hevand ane spear or j bow, and ane targe with wther defensabile wapins . . . 
and to remane within this burghe for the defense of the samyn, fra ur aid inemyis 
of Ingland.'' 

The following year was indeed a trying and a busy year in the town. It was 
resolved on 11th June that *'ane blockhouse salbe bigyt of gret strinth at the heviii 
moutht *' ; the town was divided into four parts for defensive purposes, and quarter- 
masters appointed, and ''gif the Inglismen propose to lande on the northt partis of 
the havyne, that a! manere of men, with thar cartis of weir, with horsis, gunrye, 
artailzerie, and ail vther defensabile wapinis, be redy, and pass to resist thame." 
Burghers were appointed to watch every night, a list of 21, "hedes of Wache" is 
given, and a list of 45 persons is also given, who were ordered to ** fumis thair cartis 
to the resisting of our "aid inemeys of Ingland." The number of "cartis" thus 
furnished for the public service was 23. 

Throughout all the 16th century there is the constant tale of strengthening the 
blockhouse, providing artillery, appointing masters of same and gunners, and ordering 
the citizens to attend the wapinschaws under penalties. In 1530, in consequence of 
the "cruell slauchters, murthers, and oppressionis done to thame and to thair 
nichtbours be gentlemen of the cuntre," the former statutes requiring the citizens to 
have their armour ready, and to provide for watching the town, were renewed, as 
follows : — 

And, attour, it is statut and ordanit that thair be feit four personis : that is to say, tua to the 
stipill of the tolbuitht, and tua to Santt Nicholace stepill, and thar to remayne eurilk day, sa 
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lang as day lict lastis ; and thair to spy quhat maner of (persons) on fut or on hors, to quhat 
nomer or quhat get thai cum to the toun. And the watch that beis in Santt Nicholass stepill 
to haue ane waif or tua within the samyn ; and quhen he seis ony man cummand to the toun 
ridand, gif thair be hot ane, gif hot a knell with the bell, and gif thair beis tua, tua knellis ; 
and gif thair beis mair, ay as he can nomer them, sa mony men as he jugis, to gif sa mony 
knellis. And gif thai be sa mony that he cannot guidlie tell thaim, than to knell ay continuall ; 
and quhowsone the watch in the tolbuitht heiris him knelland continuall and fast, than he 
sail jow the comond bell, ay and quhill the toune be in thair geir and harness. And the 
watch that beis in Sanct Nicolace stepill^ to pyt on the waiffs that he hes, to the part of the 
toun he seis thame cumand to, sua that it may be knaw quhat port and art of the toun thai 
cum to. 

From this lofty though somewhat primitive lookout, many an alarm was given, and 
many a time and oft have our forefathers, upon the "jowing of the common bell," 
hurried to the ports to keep the enemy at bay. 

At times matters seemed so serious that the Provost and his advisers were ordered 
to sit in constant session, while, in 1532, the artillery and ammunition of the city 
appear to have been lost, for a committee was appointed to do all things necessary for 
the proper defence of the town and 

to serse and vesy the townis artailzery, and se quhar tha ar quha intrometit with tham, or ony 
part thereof, and quhais handis thai ar in, and to collect tham togidder, and to cause, clenge, 
and graith thame, and mak tham redy quhen euer the tovnn hes ado ; and to se quhar the 
tovnis povder is, quhayis handis it is in, and gif thair be nocht aneocht to fumeise the tovnn, 
to provid and by mair on the tovnis expensis^ for the commond veill of the same. 

And this order was repeated a few days afterwards. 

Interesting information is about this time given regarding the blockhouse, which 
(20th February, 1532) was to be "xxxvj fuit of lynth, xviij fuit of breid, and vj fuit 
thik in the wall; of heicht as beis thocht expedient be the maisteris of vark, with 
gunhollis and duiris of aistler " ; indeed, the repairing of the blockhouse and providing 
of ammunition and arms for the citizens bulk largely in the proceedings of our city 
fathers. In 1595, in obedience to a command from the King "to lerne and trayn the 
inhabitantis of the same parochin to gang in ordour, and beir thair wapynnis, and to 
convene twyis ilk moneth to that effect," the Council 

ordanit the four bailleis to be commanderis of the inhabantis of this burght, ilk baillie 

commander of his awin quarter; 

and further 

ordanit the haill inhabitantis, fensabill persones, within this burght to be wamit agane the 
first day of Marche nixt to be in reddiness that day in thair best armour, ilk man macking 
the armour he beris as his awin, to accumpanie and folow thair commanderis. 

This interesting minute also notes that, as the four quarters of the town are very 
unequal, the baillies and the clerk shall divide the town as equally as they can into 
" four quarteris, that the numer of ilk quarter may be conforme and agreabill to ane 
wther, sa nar as may be collectit." This equalising of the different " quarteris " bears 
some resemblance to the equalising of companies of the present day. 

In January, 1626, upon a petition to the Council to appoint a captain to train the 
"nichtbouris of the toune in militarie discipline," they nominated "Capitaine Arthure 
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Forbes, quho is ane gintlman that hes borne charge in the Low Countries, and is 
accompted the most qualifeit and fitt for the busines of any in thair pairtes," to be 
captain under the direction of the Council for the period of three years; but a new 
"dreill maister" in the person of John Urrie was appointed in the following October 
in place of Captain Forbes, who had resigned. This military training, however, fell 
into abeyance, and upon 31st October, 1638, there was presented to the Council 
a supplicatioun be the subscryuares of the militarie band, for themeselffis and reptesratand 
all wtheris of this burghe who hes in mynd to follow militarie exercise of old in vac, hot 
now dishanted in this burghe, 
humbly entreating the Council to allow the military training to be resumed. The 
Council found the exercise in itself 

laudibil) and prolitabil], and necessarie for the common weill, and thajrfoir they hawe statute 
and ordanil, and be thir prosentis statutes and ordaines that the haill nichtboures of the toune, 
alsweil brether of gitd, as craftismen and other inhabitantis thairof, fensabill petsones, sic as 
pleassis to learne lo handle thair armes, salbe traynit and instructit in the said militarie 
exercise of dreilling, and for that t;ffect maid instantlic choose and nominatioun of Johne Leslie, 
ane of Che present baillies, to be capitaine, Mr. Thomas Merser lieutenant, Johne Mengdes 
ensengyie, Walter Morosone, Alexander Alshinour, and Andro Knowis seijandis, to wbome 
the saids prouest, baillies and counsall commilts the present chairge of the said tnilitarie 
exercise of dreilling, and that during the counsellis pleasour, with power to the said cafHtaine 
and remanent officiares Co caus carrye cuUouris, beat drummes, and lift annes for dreilling and 
trayning wp of Che nichtbouris of the toune sic as pleassis, in militane exercise and discipline 
weikiie ilk Monenday, begynnand wpoun Monday nixt, the fyft of November, at aucht houres 
in the morning, and so further weikiie Ihaireaflir during the counsallis plesour as said is, 
prowiding allwayes that sic persones as sail frequent and vse the said exercise carrie tbaime- 
selHis modestlie and calmelie, and that thay reteir to thair houssis at thair dissolving ilk day 
of chair meeting, without shooting or spending of pulder; and forder, the saids, prouest, 
baillies, and counsall hes dischairgit, and be thir presentes dischairges, the late militarie 
band and all bandis to be made of that kynd heireftir, except sic as salbe warrantit be the 
magistrattis and counsall of the burghe for the tyme. 

The reason why the military exercise had been formerly "dishanted" in the town is 
not obscurely stated in the proviso above quoted. 

It is of importance tu note that, while by this minute the officers were appointed by 
the Council, the element of compulsory service is wanting, the order applying only to 
"sic as pleassis." This is probably the earliest example of purely voluntary training in 
the burgh. 

In 1639 the course of events caused stringent precautions to be taken for the safety 
of the town ; a council of war, consisting of the provost, the four baillies, and twelve 
citizens, was appointed, and ofHcers were again chosen for the difFei*ent quarters of 
the city; these and the conditions of their appointment were as follows: — 

Thomas Nicolsone to be capitan of Futtie quarter : George Johnstoun capitan of the 
Greine quarter ; Mr. Thomas Gray c^itane of the Cniiked -quarter: and George Moresoo 
capitane of the Evin quarter, dun the ' *'*■ ■«""*ii "f •*•« bui]^ allaiHtrtie : 

and in lyik maner nominat ai c rtsoun, jVlexander 

Uumeti, younger, and Willeam ' a, Ihomaa Buck, 
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Juats Cotlison, and Walter Moreson to be ensengzies beraris : Androw Burnet, younger, 
James Blakhall, Johne Ray, Alex. Ashenour, Mr. Robert Innes, Henrie Dwn, Andro Knowes, 
Charles Kelo, Thomas Gairdyne, tailzeour, ^Villeame Andersone, couper, George Pyper, 
wricht, and Alex. Patersone, armorar, to be serjands, towit, thrie for ilk companie, quhilkis 
hailt persones electit to the generall offices aboue written, ar chosin during the councellis 
plesure allanerlie, and with conditioun that thay ressawe thalr ordour frome the counsell, als 
oft as occasioun shall offer. 

But this corps did not last long, for upon the approach of Montrose's army the 

officers above named found that the burghers' courage had melted away and the 

ranks were thinning rapidly. A minute of the 31st day of March of the same 

year tells us that the four captains publicly resigned their chargCi and the town 

acknowledged that they were unable to withstand the great power approaching: — 

a great many of the inhabitantis having alriddie deserted and left the toune, and they 

hawing no help nor supplie of men from the cuntrie to resist the invasioun of the said 

armie. 

We do not propose to detail the numerous warlike proceedings which accompanied 
the religious troubles of this period, in the course of which a company of Cromwell's 
soldiers occupied the town, nor the repeated sieges the town sustained, and we 
pass on to the year 1665, when, in consequence of war with Holland, the port and 
town were in danger, and after repairing the block-house and restoring the 
cannon to same, the Council applied for and obtained permission from the Privy 
Council to arm the citizens, and appointed captains and ensign-bearers for the 
different quarters of the town, viz. : — 

29 March, 1665. — For Futtie quarter, Thomas Mercer, lait dean of gild, captain, and 
Robert Gray, ensigne; for the Grene quarter, Francis Andersone, captane, Mr. Thomas 
Forbes, ensigne; for the Crucked quarter, Arthur Dulgardno, captaine, James Robertsone, 
ensigne; for the Evin quarter, Walter Innes, in absence of George Melvill, captaine, and 
John Hay, ensigne; and remits to the magistrals and captaines above named to choise 
and appoynt lievtennents wnder them as they sail find expedient, and Alexander Bruce to 
be lievetenrent of the Grein quarter in absence of Alexr. Bumet Buchanes ; and in respect 
the feires of the Hollanders invasione did daylie encrease, ordaines as before that the haitl 
inhabitants be in readines with sufficient armour, and that non be exemptit from personall 
appearance whensover requyrit, except the old bailties and magistrals and phisitians, who 
are to be assisting in advyce to the magistrals and counsel! in what may conceme the 
militaiie part. 

In 1672 the fathers of the burgh again, through stress of circumstances, appointed 
watch to be kept against foreign enemies, armed all the inhabitants between sixty 
and sixteen, and, on 17th April, appointed officers as follows : — 

Gilbert Mollesone, late baillie, captane of the Futtie quarter; Walter Robertsone, tait 
baillie, captane of the Grein quarter ; John Wells, captane of the Crooked quarter ; Master 
Thomot Forbes, sone to Robert Forbes, provest, captane of the Even quarter; Robert 
Bumet, elder, John Seatoun, William Robertsone, younger, sone to Charles Robertsone, 
baillie, and William Brught. Lyvtennents — John Moir, sone to Patrick Moir, baillie, 
rer for Futtie quarter; John Sandilands, sone to the deceist Mr. James 
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Sandilandft. toun clerk of the said burghe, the lyke for the Grein quarter; Walter 
Robertvjne, sone to the said Charles Robertsone, for the Crooked quarter; Andro Skene, 
tOTM: to Andro Skene, lait deane of gild, for the Even quarter. 

The honour of a military funeral was accorded to John Wells, the captain of the 
Crooked quarter, who died in harness, and the order is thus briefly chronicled: — 
to July, 1672. — The said day the Councell considering that it has pleasit God in hb 
over ruleing providence to remove by death John Wells, ane of the Captans of this 
burghe for the Crooked quarter, and thairfor in respect he died in the said cha^e and 
we% ane deserving persone, ordanis and appoynts that the fencable men of the said Crooked 
quarter \ft in arms at the buriall and interment of his corps, and that they convoy him 
in that [xMur thcrrunto. 

TowardH the end of the seventeenth and the beginning of the eighteenth centuries, 
runv/ur» of a I^Vench invasion reached the city, and the following interesting and 
imp^/rtant minutes show the steps taken by our city fathers of the time in defence 
r/f the tr/wn and its inhabitants : — 

loM March^ 1696.— The said day the counsell considering and being certainely informed 
by %tvtnd\ prrx:lamatiounes from the Lords of his Maiesties Privie Counsell that this kingdom 
i% threat^m'^d with an invasione from France and with intestine divisione, and ware at home, 
haveing th'rrfor thought fitt and expedient to put this place in some posture of defence^ 
and Un that end have nominated Major Thomas Robertsone of Clerkseat to be major and 
'>omrnand<:r (vnder the provost) of the haill inhabitants of this burgh, John Davidson, 
rfj/rrcharit, ^:aptane to the Futtie quarter, Robert Davidsone, merchant, captane to the Green 
quart/:r James Browne, merchant, captane to the Crooked quarter, and Alexr. Strachan, 
rn^chant, raptane to the Evin quarter, John Stewart, merchant, and John Gordon, 
Vii%XHT, IHvtennents to the Futtie quarter, James Allan, merchant, and Thomas Burnet, 
litHt/rr, Idvtennents to the Green quarter, Alex. Patersone, armorer, and James Strachan, 
Urtvtenncnts to the C>cx)kcd quarter, Johne Strachan, merchant, and James Andersone, 
'/hk%i*rr, leivtermcnts to the Even quarter, John Bruce, ensigne to the Footy quarter, William 
Miller, ennigne to the Green quarter, William Bisset, younger, ensigne to the Crooked quarter, 
and Al^rahame Davidsone, ensigne to the Even quarter; and appoints the haill inhabitants of 
thi» t/urgh txrtwixt 16 and 60 yeirs to redevouze in their best armes on Thursday nixt, the 
twelth instant, be ten aclock in the foirnoon at the respective places vsit and wont, and non to 
\)t exemptit therfra, vnder the faillie of being repute disaffected to his Maiesties government, 
and fyned in tuentie pund Scots each absent, tott'es quoties, and appoints ane watch to be 
keeped thereafter each night, beginning the first watch upon the said 12th day of March 
instant, and alse appointes Johne Burnet, elder, and John Donaldson, skippers, to take care 
of the guns on blockhouse and castlehill. 

15M March, 1708. — The said day the Counsell taking into serious consideratione the 
present threatned invasione of the Frenches, and that severalls of the French fleet have been 
seen for severall dayes bygone vpon this coast, they thought fitt that the whole towne should 
be mustered this day, and that the major, captain, leivtenants, and ensigns over each pardcular 
company should be appoynted, and that dureng the present junctur a company should watch 
the toune each night, and that a part of them should goe every night to the blockhouse ; the 
counsell forsaid did accordinglie divyde the toune in twelve companyes in manner following, 
and appoynted Major John Bannerman, Alexander Middletone, and Johne Lumsden, rmpt^^n^ 
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of the artillery ; and also appoynted Archibald Forbes of Putachie, captain ; George Burnet, 
apothecary, livetennent, and Johne Irvine, ensigne, of the first divisione of Footie quarter, 
viz., from the beginning to Gilbert Moir, couper's, and including the haill towne of Footie : 
Item, Walter Gotdone, merchant, captaine ; Johne Burnet, poles merchant, livetennent ; and 
Charles Gordone, advocate, ensigne, for the haill rest of Footie quarter ; ftem, John Leslie, 
merchant, captain; James Anderson, glasier, livetennent; and Thomas Shand, merchant, 
ensigne, for the first divisione of the Green quarter, viz., from James Flemings to the 
Netherlcirkgate port ; Hem, George Stewin, merchant, captain ; Hary Elphineston, merchant, 
livetennent ; and Johne Gumming, merchant, ensigne, from the Netherkirkgate port to the 
Windmilne: Item, George Fordyce, merchant, captain; George French, Ulster, livetennent; 
and Hugh Hay, merchant, (ensigne) for the haill rest of the quarter : Item, Patrick Bannerman, 
merchant, captain ; Robert Moor, levetennent ; and Johne Paton, advocate, ensigne for the first 
divisione of the Crooked quarter, viz., from the beginning to the Upper Kirkgate port: Item, 
William Souper, merchant, captain , Johne Strachane, junior, livetennent ; and Johne Owen, 
merchant, ensign, from the said port to Alexr. Ross, painter's : Item, William Moir, merchant, 
captain ; William Lindsay, goldsmith, livetenant ; and Patrick Sandilands, advocate, ensigne, 
from the said Alexr. Ross to Johne Davidsone, merchants ; Item, John Gordon, apothecary, 
captain ; John Gordon, Ulster, livetennent, and James Gordone, Ardmelly, merchant, ensigne 
for the haill rest of the quarter ; Hem, James Gordon, late Dean of gild, captain, William 
Simson, merchant, livetennent, and George Forbes, junior, ensigne for the first divisione of the 
Even quarter, viz. : — from the beginning to Baillie Moir's relicts : Item, John Burnet, Daludies, 
captain, Alexander Paterson, armorer, livetennent, and Robert Burnet, merchant, ensigne 
from Baillies Moirs relicts, to Charles Laurie's : Item, John Douglas, merchant, captain, Peter 
Shand, merchant, livetennent, and Alexander Ragg, younger, merchant, ensigne for the haill 
rest of the quarter. 
The subdivision of the different quarters of the town and the increased number 
of companies and officers point clearly to the increase in prosperity and population 
notwithstanding the troublous times. The citizens were not however called upon 
to act on this occasion, for within one month an address of congratulation was 
presented by the Town Council to Her Majesty the Queen "on the delivery from the 
pretended French invasion." 
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13M September . 1745. 
Sir John Cops demands the transmission also or the small arms, 

WHICH IS agreed to. 

Att Aberdeen, the thirteenth day of September, one thousand seven hundred and fomty- 
five years, in presence of the Provost and Magistrats, and principall buigers, conveener tod 
deacons of the trades of Aberdeen : the said day the Act of Councill, of yesterday's dite, 
being read in presence of the meeting, and the Provost having represented that Sir John 
Cope had once and again this day conversed with him and the Magistrats anent the small 
arms, and showing that if the town would determine to keep these arms, and that should thej 
afterwards be seized upon by ane enemy, the town would lay themselves obnoxious to the 1 
government and made answerable for such conduct ; and they having fully reasoned on tbe i 
expediencie of keeping the town's small arms for the town's defence, or if they shouki be 
transmitted along with the cannon in order to prevent their falling into the enemy's hands. 
Resolved that the said small arms should be sent along with the cannon to the Castle of 
Edinburgh for preservation, and that they may not fall into ane enemy's hands, and the 
Councill afternamed, viz., Provost, Baillies Gordon, Midleton, Burnet^ and Leslie ; Dean of 
Guild, Treasurer, Master of kirk work mortifications, and hospital, Provost Aberddo, 
Baillie Davidson, David Farquhar, James Mackie, George Gordon, George Cooper, James 
Thom, having immediately met after the said meeting, and considered their resolution, and 
Sir John Cope, general of the forces, appearing in councill, and demanding in the King's 
name, whether they were to deliver up the town's small arms, or let them fiEdl into the rebelli 
hands, which he was sure would soon be the case, and for which they would be made answer- 
able to the government, and demanded their answer as soon as possible ; all which being 
considered by the Councill, they unanimously agreed to give up the town's small arms, in 
order to be transmitted to the Castle of Edinburgh for preservation. 



The policy of the Government in taking away and storing the means of defence, instead 
of permitting the burghers to arm against the enemy, can be understood only on the 
theory that the loyalty of the citizens was doubted. How unjust this suspicion was, 
is evidenced by the sturdy loyalty of the Provost, as detailed in the following extract:— 

25M September^ 1745. 

The Election of Councill interrupted by the Jacobite Invasion 

OF THE Town. 

The said day, the new councill being chosen, there were lists thereof given out, in order 
to meet precisely at three o'clock that afternoon with the old councill, to elect magistiates 
and office-bearers ; but immediately after finishing the election of the new councill, which was 
about twelve of the clock mid-day, John Hamilton in Strathbogie, with a number of armed 
men, both horse and foot, entered the town in a hostile manner, drums beating and coloan 
flyings and paraded at the cross and market place, where they were joined by several! otheis 
in arms of the town and neighbourhood, and immediately they demanded the keys of tbe 
cross, and sent a party of armed men in quest of James Morison, Esq., present provost^ and 
not finding him at home, sent a second party with orders to bum his house if he did not 
appear, and at last having found him, they, in a forcible manner, carried him down prisooei; 
with drawn swords and other weapons, to the town house, and in the same manner afterwifds 






Early Volunteering in Aberdeen. 19 

forced him up upon the cross, and thereafter sent in quest of the other magistrates and 
councellors, and having found two of the baillies and some of the councellors, they also forced 
them up upon the cross, and afterwards, in presence of the said John Hamilton and his 
adherents, and a great crowd of spectators, James Petrie, Sheriff-Substitute of Aberdeen, did 
openly, and with a loud voice, read the Pretender's manifestos and declarations over the said 
cross. Thereafter they caused wine to be brought to the cross, where they openly and 
avowedly drunk the Pretender's health, and severall other treasonable and rebellious healths, 
and endeavoured by force to make the said provost drink their healths, which he refusings 
they poured the wine down his breast, and cau^d the bells in town to be rung^ and made 
publick rejoicings, and, as a pretended jubilee, caused throw open the prison doors, whereby 
those that were committed for murder and other crimes, as well as for debts, made their 
escape; Thereafter the provost, having got free of the rebells, he and some others of the 
counseillors were immediately obliged to fly the town, whereby there was ane intire stop put 
to any further procedure in the election of magistrates or councill, as the rebells remained in 
town, taking arms and horses from the inhabitants, and threatening all and every person that 
should do any act or deed but in name of their Pretender, that they would be immediately 
committed to prison. 

Provost Morison had indeed a difHcult position to fill, and his determined action on 
that memorable day has earned for him the sobriquet of " Provost Positive," by which 
name he has passed down into history. It is worthy of note that at this time he was 
only thirty-six years of age. Another extract from the Burgh Records shows the 
anxiety of the Council for the safety of the city and the primitive method of obtaining 
information in those days. 

13M September, 1745. 

Spvs to be hired during the troubles. 

The said day, the Councill considering the troubles that are presently in this country, and in 

this neighbourhood, they recomend to the Magistrats that they should have trusty persons 

as spys at all corners, at any distance they shall judge proper, in order to give intelligence 

of the motions any enemy, and to impower them to hyre horses, and be at all necessary 

expence. 

JAMES MORISON, Provost. 

For five months the town was held and ruled by the rebels, who extorted money 
and supplies of all kinds from the burghers under threats of destruction of their 
houses, effects, and families. But towards the end of February, 1746, the town was 
relieved by the flight of the rebels upon the approach of the army of the Duke of 
Cumberland, who entered the town on the 27th of that month; and before leaving, 
he placed its civil government under the direction of James Morison of Elsick, the 
" Provost Positive," who had given ample evidence of his loyalty, and of eleven other 
citizens, for the purpose of preserving the peace until full tranquility should be 
restored. At the same time, the newly-erected building of Robert Gordon's Hospital 
was converted into a temporary fort, with a garrison of 200 men, who were put under 
the command of a captain. It was surrounded by a trench and earthen ramparts faced 
with palisadoes, and called Fort Cumberland. The citizens to the number of 400 

B 2 
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enrolled themselves as volunteers, to serve as guards in the town in the absence of 
the King's forces, and were regularly trained to arms. 

The worthy Provost lost no time in attempting to set the town once more in a state 
of defence, for in the Burgh Records we find the following : — 

loM Aprils 1746. 

The said day the Govemors being informed by Provost Morison that His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland had recommended to them to choose the officers of 
the Town's Volunteers and Militia, they did therfor nominat and appoint 

Mr. David Vemer, Professor of the Marshal College, to be captain ; James Black, Jan., 
merchant, lievtenant ; and James Deans, merchant, to be ensign of the first company. 

John Auldjo, Conveener of the Trades, to be captain ; James Smith, saddler, lievtenant; 
and James Abercromby, watchmaker, to be ensign of the second company. 

Robert Thomson, town-clerk, to be captain ; Wm. Copland, merchant, lievtenant ; and 
John French, advocat, to be ensign of the third company. 

James Strachan, late Baillie, to be captain ; Mr. Francis Skeen, Professor of Philosophy 
in the Marshal College, lievtenant ; and George Lesly, Merchant, to be ensign of the fourth 
company. 

Andrew Logie, late Dean of Guild, to be captain ; John Dingwall, merchant, lievtenant ; 
and Francis Leys, merchant, to be ensign of the fifth company. 

James Ogilvie, collector of the customs, to be captain ; George Gordon, Jun., merchant, 
lievtenant ; and David Farquhar, merchant, to be ensign of the sixth company. 

William Davidson, late Baillie, to be captain ; Alexander Copland, merchant, lievtenant ; 
and Alex. Osborn, ensign of the seventh company. 

Captain Duncan Macfarlane to be Town- Major and Adjutant-General. 

We are afraid it cannot be asserted truthfully that the volunteers of this 
period distinguished themselves by any outstanding acts of heroism ; in fact the duties 
assigned to them appear to have been more of the nature of policing the town and 
" searching for rebels." It cannot even be asserted that they were over successful in 
this latter branch of their duties, judging by the " List of prisoners in the ToUbooth 
of Aberdeen," which contains little other than "boatman in Torry," "weaver in 
Aberdeen," "whitefisher in Futtie," "horse hyrer in Aberdeen," and such like, certainly 
not rebels of consequence. 

The following extracts from the records of the proceedings of the Govemors of 
the town, and from the correspondence with the Duke of Cumberland's secretary, 
are of interest on the subject of the doings of our earliest volunteers : — 

14M Aprils 1746. 

The morrow being the fifteenth instant, the anniversary of the birthday of His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cumberland, appoints the same to be solemnized by ringing the puUic 
bells^ the town's Volunteers appearing in arms and firing before the Town House. 

Three days afterwards, 

The Govemers having gott account that His Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberiand has 
gott a compleat victory over the rebells at CuUoden the i6th instant, they did therfor 
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appoint public rejoycing to be made thro' the town. The public bells to be rung, the 
town's Volunteers to appear in arms and fyre before the Town House, bonfyres to be putt 
on, the haill houses in town that front the streets to be ilium inat, and the Officers of the 
Military and Volunteers to be invited to the Town House to drink the healths of the 
King, Prince and Princess of Wales, H.R.H. the Duke of Cumberland, all the Royal 
Family, success to His Majesty's arms, and other loyal tosses, and to conclude the day 
with all demonstrations of joy. 

There can be little doubt that the latter injunction was, after such a toast list, carried 
out to the letter. Truly, even in those days, there were compensations in volun- 
teering ! 

In the correspondence with the secretary to the Duke of Cumberland above 
referred to, there occur the following interesting passages : — 

This morning (14th April, 1746), our Militia mustered, and the numbers are increasing 
considerably. There are already about three hundred Volunteers of and belonging to this 
town, including the men engaged in pay, and besides sixty of the old town Militia, we called 
for arms from Captain Crosby, who has only delivered one hundred and thirty-seven fire- 
locks with byonets, so that you see we will need at least two hundred and fifty stand of arms 
more than what we have got, otherwise our people cannot do duty, and it will be a great 
discouragement for any of them to want arms ; besides there are no cartrouch boxes to be got 
in this place, which you know are very necessary for the service, we wish these were likewise 
ordered. We hope you'll lay this before His Royal Highness, that he may be pleased to 
have the same under his consideration. 

Again, on 5th May, the Governors write : — 

We wrote you sometime ago for more arms to our Volunteers, are fond to tell you 
that they beheave very well, and delight in expeditions for catching of rebels, but vastly 
discouraged for want of arms, one third of them is not yet provided, must therefore intreat 
you'll lay this matter before H.R.H. 

However willing the volunteers may have been, there was undoubtedly cause for 
discouragement in the circumstances above narrated, and their usefulness must have 
been seriously impaired by want of arms. Probably this circumstance accounts for 
their want of success in *' catching of rebels." 

The next mention of volunteers in the town's annals is in the year 1759, when, in 
consequence of disputes with France concerning the British settlements in North 
America, Britain became involved in a long and bloody war, which was carried on 
both on the Continent and in North America. France threatened invasion, and 
preparations were made to meet same. 

The Burgh Records of 3rd August, 1759, state that — 

The said day, the Council taking to their serious consideration the defenceless state of 
this toun for want of cannon, small arms, and soldiers, they therefore unanimously agreed that 
the Provost (who is presently at Edinburgh) should be immediately wrote to desiring him to 
endeavour to borrow or buy from two to three hundred stand of small arms for the use and 
defence of the inhabitants, with amunition conform : as also four cannon of twelve pounds 
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shott, with proper amunition, to be placed upon the blockhouse or fort at the mouth of the 
harbour. 

This was followed, in September and October of the same year, by the Council offering 
bounties to recruits to join the army in Germany and Colonel Crawford's regiment of 
volunteers. About this time the question of arming the citizens was again seriously 
discussed, and in the course of the discussion there arose a point of considerable 
importance. It had hitherto been assumed that the magistrates had the right to compel 
the inhabitants to watch and ward the city. Doubts, however, were cast upon the 
extent of this power, and the magistrates took the opinion of Counsel upon the subject 
The Lord Advocate gave, as his opinion, " that they were entitled to compel all their 
citizens, or burghers, as also all the inhabitants or residenters within the burgh, to 
watch and ward, and also to accept a small composition to apply same to subsist other 
inhabitants who may be willing to continue duty.'' 

As Kennedy says — 

The blockhouse was repaired and mounted with four twelve-pounders, for the protection 
of the harbour ; and the citizens were enrolled as volunteers to the number of 500, to serve 
as a corps for the defence of the town, but no circumstance occurred to require their services. 
On one occasion, however^ a considerable alarm was spread by the appearance on the coast 
of six French frigates, with 1300 land forces on board, under the command of the noted 
adventurer Thurot ; but this squadron did not attempt any landing of troops^ and soon 
disappeared. 

Upon the appearance of the French on the seas, the magistrates forthwith called a 
meeting of the principal inhabitants, who decided to call a head court by '* tuck of drtun." 
This head court met next day (27th October), and they 

Intreat of them (the magistrates) to do everything in their power for the protection and 
defence of the town and safety of the citizens and their effects, and leave it entirely to the 
magistrates from time to time to call in such of the burgers or other inhabitants as they shall 
think most proper and capable, to assist them with their advice, in case any attempt of 
invasion or landing shall be made, or in any other emergency which may occur during the 
present war. 

The activity of Aberdeen in preparing for defence against invasion at this period 
undoubtedly attracted more than local attention. The " Gentleman's Magazine ** of 
1769 contains the following : — 

ABERDEEN COURAGE. 

Was e'er such martial courage seen. 
As now appears in Aberdeen ! 
For, from the honourable Mayor 
To Johnny Barker, scavenger. 
Men both of high and humble station, 
Who in the town have habitation 
Conglobe, like bees, in numerous swarms. 
To learn the exercise of Arms. 
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See the mechanics bold as troopers — 
Wrights, bakers^ blacksmiths, barrel-hoopers ; 
See Crispin's sons throw down their awls, 
And cobbling Jobsons leave their stalls ; 
See masons, carpenters, and brick-layers 
Lay down their squares and perpendiculars ; 
See butchers drop the ax and knife — 
Two engines formed to hew down life; 
See tailors leave their panic fears 
At home, with needles, goose, and shears ; 
See fiddlers, too, and common pipers 
(Tho* generation called of vipers). 
Quit fiddle bag and grumbling drone, 
And put the death ful armour on. 
And numbers more together draw 
Of porters, scurs, et cetera; 
All well equipped from neck to heel 
With fortitude and glittering steel. 

By war-worn invalid's direction, 

The've now attained to great perfection. 

Which fills the minds of all with wonder, 

Who hear their military thunder. 

Which from the crowd the tribut draws, 

Of acclamations and huzzas. 

Tis hoped they'll make a bold resistance, 

And cause Monsieur to keep his distance, 

Should he attempt to land his host 

Upon the Aberdonian coast. 

November^ 1759. J. F. 

The American war of independence once again brought the volunteers to the front, 
and the Council, upon 8th January, 1778, headed a voluntary subscription list with a 
donation of five hundred guineas " for the purpose of raising a body of men (to be 
called the Aberdeen Volunteers), and recommend to the provost. Provost Shand, 
Baillie Cruden, and Baillie Young, as a committee of the Council, along with Mr. Moir 
of Scotstown, Mr. Ligertwood of Tillery, Mr. Innes, commissary, Dr. William Thom, 
Mr. John Burnett, and Mr. Alexander Milne, merchant, and the Convener of the 
Trades to meet as soon as possible and to cause, make up and leave at the Town 
House and other proper places subscription papers for the inhabitants and others 
subscribing such sums for the above purpose, as they shall incline, and to take every 
other step which shall appear to them to be most effectual for carrying this measure 
into speedy execution." 

Upon the 2nd February, the Lord Provost (Jopp) transmitted the following 
memorial to the Earl of Suffolk with reference to the town's offer : — 



I. That a body of men shall, at the expense of the city, be put upon the establishment as a 
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separate corps, provided they shall amount to 500 or upwards, and if that number shall 
be embodied in independant companies. 

2. That the community be allowed to recommend officers who are to be approved of by His 

Majesty, namely:— If 500, Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, Major, Captains, and 
subalterns for each of the companies. It being understood that no officers above the 
rank of lieutenant shall be recommended but such as are of approved nnerit^ and have 
served with reputation in the army, several of whom have already offered their services 
on this occasion. 

3. If 700 or upwards a Colonel, Lieutenant -Colonel, Major, etc. 

4. Pay to commence from the time allowed to other corps now raising. 

5. Clothing, arms, etc., to be furnished by Government. 

6. The order from the War Office for enlisting to be addressed to the Provost of Aberdeen, 

with the ordinary p)ower of delegation. 

N,B. — In order to be able to procure men with more facility, might engagements be 
made that such as desire it might have discharge at the end of the American war. 

This offer was declined. In the letter declining same Lord Suffolk says : — 

As, however, it is not at present intended to accept any new levies beyond what are 
already under the consideration of Parliament, I am on this occasion to decline the offer. 
At the same time I once more assure you of the justice done to the loyal and constitu- 
tional motives from which it originates. 

Shortly afterwards an American privateer committed several depredations on the 
west coast, and this, combined with the recent removal of the regular troops from 
the vicinity of the town, caused some alarm for the safety of the city, and accordingly 
the Council (30th April, 1778)— 

Resolve and appoint that such of the inhabitants as are able and willing to bear arms 
for the safety and protection of the town against the attacks of any enemy should be called 
out and trained to the use of them under proper officers for the above important purpose : 
and the Council remit to and authorise Provost Jopp, the four Baillies, the Dean of Guild, 
Provost Shand, Baillie Young, and Mr. Duguid, treasurer, of their number, along with 
Mr. Innes of Breda, Mr. Ligertwood of Tillery, Mr. Moir of Scotstown, Dr. Alex. Bannerman, 
physician, Mr. Alexr. Simpson, cashier to the bank, Theophilus Ogilvie, Esq., collector of the 
Customs, Dr. William Thom, advocate in Aberdeen, Baillie Francis Leys, and John Ewen, 
merchant. Convener Shirres, Colonel Mark Napier, Major James Mercer, Captain Geoige 
Symmers, Captains James Skene and Mr. Turner, sheriff-substitute, with full power to them 
to take such measures as shall appear to them to be the most speedy and effectual for carrying 
the above resolution into immediate effect, and particularly the Council recommend to and 
empower the said Committee to cause inspect and to be in proper order the whole small arms 
which were transmitted by the Government to the Magistrates in the year 1759 for the defence 
of the town, and to purchase and provide such a quantity of amunition as shall be thought 
necessary, etc. 

The method adopted by the town, however, did not commend itself to the Govern- 
ment, and the Council, after vainly protesting by a memorial prepared by a 
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committee, consisting of Dr. Thom, Colonel Napier, Captain Symmers, and Captain 
Skene, called in the arms. This action was resented by the inhabitants, and the 
Council Records show that difficulties occurred in getting them returned. A memorial, 
which is engrossed in the Council minutes, was presented to the Council upon the 
subject by the gentlemen who had been chosen officers, and is presented here at 
length : — 

Memorial from the gentlemen who were chosen Officers in tlie Aberdeen Associates to 
the Honourable the Magistrates and Council of Aberdeen. 

The memorialists are informed that the Magistrates have it in view to call in the arms 
delivered to the Associates in May last, or to give them the alternative of receiving powder 
and ball, in order to be ready to turn out when called upon. As to the last of these propo- 
sitions, the. memorialists must observe that arms were put into the citizens' hands, and they 
were called upon to use them in virtue of a right supposed to be inherent in the Magistrates 
of every royal burgh to call forth the citizens in the hour of apprehension or danger. This 
right has been by Government denied them, and they were forbid to exercise it. 

What remained for the Magistrates and Council, the memorialists humbly apprehend, 
was to ascertain their right, or to give it up altogether as not tenable. By the implicit sub- 
mission paid to the mandates of Government, the memorialists conceive that the Magistrates 
and Council have tacitly acknowledged that they have no right to arm their citizens without 
express orders from Government. Unless, therefore, the Magistrates and Council have 
received fresh powers from Government, or shall take proper measures to confirm and 
establish their former supposed constitutional right, the Associates must decline to embark 
again in an undertaking on which so harsh a negative was formerly put. And they recom- 
mend to Mr Ewen and Mr. Auldjo, two of their number, to communicate this their opinion 
at the first meeting of the Council. 



(Signed) JAMES SKENE. 
J. CHALMERS. 
ALEX. WALKER, J UN. 
J NO. FARQUHAR. 
JAMES M*LEAN. 
JOHN DYCE. 
WM. FARQUHARSON. 

Aberdeen, 26/^ August, 1778. 



(Signed) ALEX. ABERDEEN. 
WM. SIMPSON. 
J NO. EWEN. 
WM. HILL. 
JOHN DONALD, Jun. 
JA. THOMSON, Jun. 
JAS. ALLAN. 



These repeated refusals of the authorities to allow the citizens to arm themselves 
were not soon forgotten, as was shown four years later. Lord Shelburn, one of 
H.M. Principal Secretaries of State, sent, in May of that year, " Heads of a plan for 
raising corps in the several principal towns in Scotland '* of a very elaborate nature, 
with a request that the same should be immediately taken into consideration and 
reported upon. 

The Council were unanimously of opinion " that the raising a corps, to be composed 
of the inhabitants, for the defence and protection of the town, is not only highly 
expedient, but in the present state of public affairs necessary, and they recommended 
a meeting of the burghers and inhabitants within the Laigh Tolbooth '' to consider the 
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subject. Thereafter Lord Shelburn's letter and plan were printed and circulated 
amongst the citizens, and a meeting was called for the fourth day of July, by ** tuck 
of drum," but the only person who appeared was Robert Morison, town drummer, 
who ''declared that he had publickly intimated the foresaid advertisement for conveen- 
ing the burgesses this day six different times, on three different days, thro' the whole 
streets of the town, and the Magistrates, having waited in the court-room till about 
half-an-hour past twelve, none of the burgesses or any other of the citizens appeared 
to deliver their sentiments on the foresaid subject.'* 

Nothing further seems to have been done with reference to Lord Shelbum's plan. 

From the termination of the Stuart rising till the battle of Waterloo, Britain was 
constantly at war, not only on the Continent, but in India. These troubles, and the 
dispute with the American Colonies, which terminated in the declaration of American 
independence, caused a constant demand for recruits both for the army and navy. 
It was during this period that William Pitt devised the scheme of securing the loyalty 
of the Highland clans, by raising the Highland regiments, and in this he was aided 
by many having clan or territorial influence. The benefits to be derived by the State 
were two-fold. Not only were the services of a magnificent body of soldiers secured 
to the Government at a time of great national stress, but there was removed from 
the country a source of the greatest danger to the Hanoverian throne — ^the powerful 
and most tenacious supporters of the claims of the Stuart cause. 

By none was the Crown more zealously supported than by the ducal family of 
Gordon ; and amongst the many Highland regiments — line, fencible, and inde- 
pendent companies — raised at this* period, most of which have added lustre to the 
military reputation of Scotland, there were raised two regiments in which the north- 
east parts of Scotland have a special and abiding interest, viz., the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions Gordon Highlanders. To trace, even briefly, the rise of these two regiments 
is indeed tempting, but one must be content here to mention only that the regiment 
that now forms the 2nd battalion was raised by the Duke of Gordon in 1794, the 
same year that saw the raising of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers. 

We now come to consider the causes that led to the organization of volunteer 
corps upon a national basis. The French Revolution had startled the world with its 
horrors, and the world had been no less surprised by the marvellous success which, 
in spite of the internal disorders, had accompanied the French arms wherever they 
went. Even England seemed scarcely able to withstand the triumphant armies of 
France, but on the sea our country was absolutely without a rival. This naval 
supremacy was gall and wormwood to France, for it enabled Britain to dominate the 
trade of the world, and the wealth which she so acquired enabled her to subsidize other 
continental nations that they might fight the common enemy. That a nation with 
a genius for war like the French should be checked in its aspirations by the despised 
islanders seemed absurd ; but, nevertheless, it was Britain's naval supremacy on the 
one hand, and her power to supply other European nations with the sinews of war 
on the other, that effectually checkmated the French ambitious schemes of national 
aggrandizement, which were finally laid to rest at Waterloo. 

France declared war against Britain in 1793, and immediately rumours of invasion 
and of immense preparation for such reached this country. A policy of harassing 
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the French ports by our fleet was adopted, and these tactics terminated in the victory 
of Admiral Howe over the French fleet off Brest, in 1794, on the "glorious 1st of 
June." 

Small wonder then that the French nation thoroughly hated the British ; and when 
the dream of invasion of 1794 was dispelled by Admiral Howe's great victory, the 
outburst of hatred against this country became more intense than ever. The French 
newspapers and pamphlets of the period were full to overflowing of invective against 
England, and it was probably about this time that the phrases were coined which 
have become historical — " perfidious Albion," " nation of shopkeepers," etc. It is 
worthy of note that the first mention of this latter phrase, usually attributed to 
Napoleon, appears to have occurred in a speech delivered from the tribune of the 
National Convention, by Barrere, the " Anacreon de la Guillotine" as he has been called, 
in intimating the result of Admiral Howe's victory. He was reported to have said, 
in a burst of passion, " Let Pitt then boast of this victory to his nation of shopkeepers 
(nation boutiquieres) ! " Upon another occasion a decree was passed enjoining the 
soldiers of the Republic to spare no British or Hanoverian soldier, and this resolution 
led to a discussion in the British Parliament, and, as a result of it, a formal protest 
was lodged with the French Government on the subject. 

Towards the end of 1795, or the beginning of 1796, General Hoche, who 
had been appointed to the command of an army intended to produce a revolution 
in Ireland, issued a proclamation to his army, " urging them to break the fetters 
of a friendly nation, and to assist them in recovering their rights usurped by 
the odious English nation," and shortly thereafter he set sail with several war- 
ships. He succeeded in eluding the vigilance of the British fleet, and appeared in 
Bantry Bay, Ireland, where he attempted to effect a landing, but a change in 
the weather, and the appearance of British warships in pursuit, defeated the project. 
On 31 St January, 1796, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland reported that the French 
had entirely left Bantry Bay. 

In February, 1797, a similar incident occurred on the Welsh coast, but upon this 
occasion a force under General Humbert actually landed and marched some distance 
inland. Finding himself, however, confronted by a superior force, he promptly 
surrendered. 

Towards the end of October, 1797, and probably before the news of the destruction 
by Admiral Duncan of the Dutch fleet off Camperdown, on 11th October, 1797, had 
reached Paris, an army order was issued by the National Convention creating an 
" army of England," of which Citizen General Bonaparte was appointed Commander- 
in-chief. This army consisted of one hundred and fifty thousand men, and Spain 
and Holland had agreed to co-operate with France in the undertaking. The name 
of Napoleon had already cast a glamour over the French people, and excitement 
reached fever height, when, by order of the Directory, Napoleon, accompanied by a 
Spanish General and Aides-de-camp, visited Calais, Dunkirk, Boulogne, Ostend, etc., 
reconnoitred the lighthouses on the coast of England, and carried through a series 
of experiments in the shipping of troops on board flat-bottomed boats, to try how 
they were to be stowed. 

Preparations were being pushed on with feverish haste, and it was authoritatively 
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stated about this time that part of this army was to operate in Ireland, where the 
Irishmen were expected to receive, with open arms, their deliverers from the yoke 
of England. In April, 1798, the Executive Directory decreed : — 

1. That General Bonaparte shall proceed to Brest in the course of the present decade, 
to take upon himself the command of the army of England. 

2. He is charged with the direction of all the forces by land and sea, destined on 
the expedition against England. 

Napoleon obeyed the instructions of his superiors, but it is more than doubtful if, 
at this time, he ever took the expedition seriously. He proceeded to the work of 
supervision, appointed officers to superintend the operations of the army, and towards 
the end of May the armament, which had assembled at Flushing, set sail for some 
rendezvous. This was believed to be the first step of the long projected general 
invasion. But it was not yet to be. The fascination of the East had laid its hold 
upon Napoleon, and already he had planned the conquest of Egypt as a step to the 
conquest of India. So, in the midst of these preparations, he suddenly departed 
for Toulon, and almost immediately thereafter sailed upon the ill-fated expedition 
to Egypt. It is probable, as was suspected, that this move was part of a well-con- 
certed plan ; the departure of a great French armament would be sure to attract 
notice. It was a menace to England's power in the East! The English fleet would 
surely follow, and this would not only weaken the British defensive squadron, but 
probably relieve the Spanish fleet then bottled up by Admiral Jervis at Cadiz ; and, 
if so relieved, the Spanish fleet would co-operate with the invading force. If such 
was the calculation, it was correct, so far, but it did not go quite far enough ! The 
Spanish fleet did attempt to break through the blockade maintained by Admiral Jervis, 
and in doing so lost four of its best ships. Admiral Nelson promptly followed 
Napoleon, and on 1st August, 1798, at the battle of the Nile, he completely destroyed 
the French fleet. Out of thirteen warships, nine were captured and destroyed, 
and two were burned ; about 5000 Frenchmen were killed in the action, while 
Napoleon's army was imprisoned in Egypt. This blow, combined with the victory 
of Admiral Duncan over the Dutch fleet off^ Camperdown, and the imprisonment 
of the Spanish fleet, gave Britain complete command of the seas. 

The Irish rebellion, which had been fostered by France, in the hope of adding 
to the embarrassments of the British Government, practically collapsed when the 
result of the battle of Camperdown made foreign aid all but impossible. 

So the great invasion ended in the landing near Killala in County Mayo, Ireland, 
in August, 1798, of 1800 troops, with a considerable quantity of artillery and arms 
from several large frigates. This invasion, like the corresponding one in Wales, 
was short-lived. General Lake promptly marched against the invaders and defeated 
them. The survivors, not receiving the support expected from the Irish people, 
laid down their arms. The army assembled on the French coast gradually dis- 
appeared, along with the accumulation of boats and warlike stores.. Thus ended the 
invasion ** scare " of that period, although the war itself continued till the Peace of 
Amiens in 1802 gave a brief respite to the belligerents. 
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In Ireland, so early as 1779, in consequence of the threats of invasion by France 
and Spain, and the absence of the standing army (all available forces being required 
in America and on the Continent), the volunteer ass(x:iations of Ireland sprang into 
existence, and soon a force of from 40,000 to 50,000 volunteers was raised for the 
defence of the island. A writer of the period claims that the Irish volunteers (1) 
saved their country in the time of war; (2) promoted civil liberty; (3) promoted 
religious liberty and liberality in Ireland ; and (4) promoted, perhaps created, national 
liberty. Whether the Irish volunteer movement of that period conferred upon 
Ireland the benefits above enumerated or not, certain it is that it had consequences 
of a far-reaching character, which were probably unforeseen by the promoters, for, 
the danger of invasion being over, the volunteers became a political force, and backed 
the efforts of the Irish parliamentary leader of the day by threats of an armed revolt. 
The result was that Irish independence was established, and may be said to have 
existed for about eighteen years. It is, therefore, hardly to be wondered at, that 
the Government looked with suspicion when some years later, in similar circumstances, 
the movement took definite shape in England and Scotland, and it was only dire 
necessity which compelled it in a half-hearted way to recognise the existence of 
volunteers as an active force of defence to be relied upon in case of a great national 
emergency. This emergency could only occur in the event of our first line of defence, 
the navy, failing at the critical moment, and on the principle that the unexpected 
sometimes happens, the authorities tardily recognised the volunteers, and His 
Majesty was graciously pleased to accept of their services. 



CHAPTER III. 

Voluntary Contributions and Services. 

While these formidable preparations for the conquest of Britain were progressing, 
what was England doing ? Assuredly, she was not idle ! The fleet, the first line of 
defence, and then, as now, the eye and ear of the nation, together with all British 
representatives abroad, were keenly on the alert; all French ports were closely 
watched, as also were the movements of French troops, the actions of the French 
legislature, political signs and speeches of statesmen, and the vapourings of the 
French press. That the threats of invasion really represented the feelings of the 
French, there can be no doubt, and there is as little doubt that, upon this side 
of the Channel, the immense preparations that were being pushed forward with 
all the energy of our Gallic neighbours, were regarded with the greatest concern. 
True, the brilliant naval victories obtained by our fleets had tended to create 
a sense of security, and caused the unthinking to answer the French threats by 
merely screaming ''Rule Britannia," but the more thoughtful knew well that our 
fleets could not guard all our coasts, and that while a hostile force landing upon our 
shores might never become sufficiently powerful to carry invasion on to conquest, yet 
it would certainly be able to create a national panic, and inflict much damage and loss 
of both life and property before it could be conquered. It must be remembered that 
means of communication were slow in those days, and before a sufficient army could be 
transported to meet the invader, he would, in all probability, have established himself 
in such a position that he could be dislodged only with the greatest difficulty and at a 
great sacrifice to the countr>'. 

In this crisis, the Government adopted two ver>' important resolutions; first, 
following precedent, to solicit subscriptions from the public for national defence, and 
second, to empower His Majesty to accept offers to form bodies of volunteers for 
local defence, of which many had already been tendered. The appeal was not actually 
issued for some considerable time after it was sanctioned by Parliament, but when it 
was issued, the country responded nobly to the call. 

The King subscribed £20,000 from his privy purse. Cabinet ministers subscribed 
£2000 each ; the nobility, bodies corporate, citizens of all ranks and stations in life, 
seamen and soldiers, all contributed to the fund. 

The northern counties contributed well, and, to reach every section of the 
community, special collections were made in ever>' parish. Weekly lists of sub- 
scriptions received from the different districts were published, and these form very 
interesting reading. 

A meeting of the burgesses and inhabitants of the city of Aberdeen was held on 
20th February, 1798, the Lord Provost in the chair, and several important resolutions 
were adopted. A representative committee was appointed to carry the resolutions into 
effect ''and to promote the complete success of the voluntary contributions now 
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resolved upon/' and an address to the public on the subject issued. Amongst the 
resolutions adopted was the following: — 

That it be recommended to all bodies corporate in the city and to the ministers of all 
the parishes in the county of Aberdeen to promote meetings and to procure contributions in 
their respective districts and parishes for the furtherance of this highly important object. 

The following extracts, taken from the numerous published lists, will show that the 
fund was contributed to by all classes of the community : — 



Town of Aberdeen.* 

Provost Leys, .... 

A. Allardyce, Esq., M.P., 

Alex. Tower, Esq., . 

Dr. Dauney, Society of Advocates, 

Robert Gordon's Hospital, 

Shipmasters' Society, 



February 27///, 1798. 

105 
105 
105 
210 

210 
210 

Strathalva and Boyne volunteers, one day's pay, and regretted they 
could give no more. 

Fraserburgh volunteers, one week's pay. 

A servant, 2s. 6d. 

A poor woman's mite, is. 

The total sum collected in this manner for behoof of Government was about two 
millions sterling. 

While volunteers were arming and voluntary subscriptions were being raised, the 
people themselves were quite alive to the threatened danger, and to the fact that those 
who could not personally serve as volunteers might assist their countr>' as effectually 
in some other way. Accordingly, we find suggestions made that farmers, innkeepers, 
and others having the command of means of transport — horses, carriages, carts, etc. — 
should offer the use of these to the Government, and upon 20th February, 1797, a 
burner wrote to the Aberdeen Journal : " I can muster four or five double carts, 
and that, with every other aid I can give, are freely at the service of my King and 
country in any way that they can be most usefully employed '' ; and he asked the very 
pertinent question, ** Why do not the farmers come forward in a body and freely offer 
such aid ? " 

A meeting, however, had already been called for the 24th I'ebruary, 1797, which is 
reported as follows : — 

At a numerous and respectable meeting of the farmers in the parifthes of New Banchory, 
Newhills, Dyce, Old Machar, New Machar, Belhclvie, Koveran, Jxigic Biichan, SluiiiH, and 
Cmden, held at Aberdeen on 24th February, 1797, they unanimouNly made ofTrr of their 
services to Government in the present critical juncture an followN : 

We, subscribing farmers in the parishes aforciiaid, being dcNiroiiH ul thin fmriod to aid 



* The town, in 1704. «abiicrilifHl yjo (rtiinm* iitt n klniltnt (Hit|NMii 
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His Majesty's service by every means in our power, in the event of an invasion of this country 
taking place, hereby make offer of our carts, horses, and servants, as annexed to our names, 
for the purpose of conveying troops, artiller)-, ammunition, military stores, and baggage for 
one stage of 15 or 18 miles from our respective places of residence, without expense to 
Government, and we recommend to Alexander Stephen, Esq., and Mr. George Sim to present 
this our offer to Alexander Moir, Esq., sheriff-depute of the county, and request him to 
intimate same to the commander-in-chief of the district. 

The meeting beg leave to acquaint those farmers within the said parishes who could not 
attend the meeting, that the minutes thereof are left in the house of George Moir, vintner, to 
await their subscription. They also beg leave to recommend to the other farmers in the 
country to hold similar meetings in their respective districts, and come speedily forward with 
an offer of their services to Government at this important crisis. 

It might be too much to claim that the farmers of Aberdeenshire led the country 
in this matter, but the meeting above referred to appears to have been the first in the 
north of Scotland, and it was followed by similar meetings all over the north, at all of 
which similar resolutions were adopted. 

The farmers of Nigg, Kincardineshire, immediately thereafter met and passed a 
similar resolution, and the farmers of Kincardineshire held a meeting at Stonehaven 
in the following week, with a similar result. 

It was just at this time — the day after the Aberdeenshire farmers' meeting — that 
the French effected the landing in Pembrokeshire, before described, and this fact 
created the greatest alarm throughout the country, and gave strong impetus to the 
defensive movement. A largely-attended representative meeting of the nobility, 
landowners, and other heritors of the county of Aberdeen was called, held, and 
presided over by His Grace the Duke of Gordon, lord lieutenant of the county, at 
Aberdeen, on the 10th March, 1797. 

Eight resolutions were adopted, which, in consequence of their historical impor- 
tance, are quoted in full: — 

1. That from the preparations made by the enemy, for the avowed purpose of invading 
this kingdom, it is the duty of every loyal subject to stand forth in defence of their King and 
country, and this meeting cannot entertain a doubt from the spirit always manifested by the 
people of this country, in every season of danger, that such exertions will be made as 
effectually to defeat the hostile intentions of our foes, should they be directed against this 
part of the island. 

2. That it be recommended to all well-affected and able-bodied persons residing in or 
in the neighbourhood of towns, within the county, to join the volunteer corps already raised, 
or to form new corps, to be embodied and trained to arms, under the authority of the 
Volunteer Act, and to the seamen, ship carpenters, and fishermen at or near the several ports, 
to offer their assistance for the management of great guns, artillery, or for such other 
purposes as their professions and situations may render their services best adapted. 

3. That the lord lieutenant be requested to recommend to his deputy-lieutenants, 
and the heritors and landowners within their respective districts, to report the names and 
numbers of all such persons between the ages of seventeen and sixty (not being members of 
the volunteer corps) as are capable and willing, and appear to them well disposed and proper 
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to be trained to the use of arms, or otherwise to assist in the defence of this country ; that all 
such persons be desired to enrol their names with the respective deputy-lieutenants, and that 
those who are trained to the use of arms be assembled for exercise, at such times and places 
as the deputies shall appoint, and shall act under their directions, and be under the command 
of such persons as shall be named by the lord lieutenant ; it being understood that those 
enrolled are on no account to be called out of their respective districts unless in the case of 
actual invasion, or the appearance of an enemy on the coast of this or the neighbouring 
counties of Kincardine and Banff, and shall not, even in these cases, be carried beyond the 
limits of their counties without their own consent. And such persons so enrolling themselves 
as aforesaid, shall, upon being embodied^ be upon the same footing as other volunteer corps. 

4. That it be recommended to persons having male servants to allow them to be taught 
the use of arms, and to all masters of families and master tradesmen to give every necessary 
indulgence to their servants, journeymen, and apprentices for enabling them to be trained to 
military exercise. 

5. That the thanks of this meeting be given to Mr. Garden of Troup, and 

Captain Gumming of Authry for the very spirited and laudable example which they have 
shewn by enrolling their tenants to serve on the present occasion as volunteer corps, and also 
to the gentlemen and farmers who have already come forward with the offer of their horses 
and carriages for the conveyance of troops, artillery, and military stores, and that it be 
recommended to others within the county to follow so laudable an example. 

6. That it be intimated to all farmers residing within the county that they are to obey 
the orders of the deputy-lieutenants and committee after named, for driving and carrying off 
their cattle and other stock on the appearance of an enemy ; and that the gentlemen present 
be named as a Gommittee (five to form a quorum, and the Sheriff Depute or Substitute 
convenors) for considering the measures to be adopted for carrying into execution the 
directions for this purpose, transmitted to the lord lieutenant by His Majesty's Secretary 
for State. 

7. That until the reports of the deputy-lieutenants are made of the number of men to 
be embodied, the lord lieutenant be requested to make an immediate application for arms 
and accoutrements, and some manual artillery for the defence of the county and towns within 
the same. 

8. The meeting appoints the clerk to order these resolutions to be printed and 
transmitted to the ministers of the different parishes, requesting that they will order them, and 
a copy of the Duke of Portland's letter regarding the transporting of live and dead stock from 
the coast, to be publicly read after divine service upon the first Sunday after receiving them, 
with a suitable exhortation. 

In addition to those present, a large number, who were unavoidably prevented from 
attending, requested that their concurrence and entire approbation of the above 
resolutions might be intimated to the meeting. 

The immediate effect of the publication of these resolutions, following the laudable 
examples formerly described, was seen in the adoption of similar resolutions by the 
adjoining counties of Banff and Kincardine, and by other northern counties, and in the 
tenders made in all parts of the country by farmers — usually groups of tenantry on 
particular estates — of personal services, and of carriages, horses, carts, etc., for the 
conveyance of stores, etc., inland in the event of invasion ; of villagers as volunteers, 

c 
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pioneers, guides, etc., and on the coast; of fishermen as "sea fencibies," artiileo'- 
men, watchers, etc. In short, the northern counties responded to the call in a manner 
which was highly creditable to the parties themselves, and could not have been 
other than satisfactory to the authorities. 

The kirk-session records throughout the northern counties bear ample testimony 
to the loyal manner in which the order was obeyed and followed up by practical 
steps. 

As a typical example of this, there are herein embodied extracts from the registers 
of the parish of Nigg, Kincardineshire, which, on account of its proximity to Aberdeen 
and the details given, are of more than passing interest : — 

/une 18/*, 1797. 

Early this spring, in fear of invasion; an offer was made to Government in a letter of 
engagement to Lord Kintore — that Earl being Lord Lieutenant of this county — ^from the farmers 
and others in the parish of Nigg; of all their carts, horseS; and servants to cany soldiers, or 
military stores, in case of invasion, without expense. 

There were; in whole, 27 carts, with two horses in each cart, and 25 carts, with one 
horse in each, witl^servants to drive them. 

Upon application from Government, in the same view, for an account of the live and 
dead stock of individuals residing near the sea-coast, that it might be removed or destroyed, 
in case the enemy should attempt to land, an account was made out from the declaration 
of farmers and others, and sent to the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Kincardine. The 
amount was 52 carts, 85 horses, 321 cows, 447 bolls of bear, 642 bolls of oats and meal, 
19 bolls of pease, 293 bolls of potatoes, and 10,580 stones of hay. Servants, of whom the 
number was wished, were 67. 

There had also been a call from the Lord Lieutenant, the heritors, and landholders of 
the county of Kincardine to the inhabitants, from sixteen to sixty, to enrol themselves under 
the deputy-lieutenants, with certain regulations, for to learn and practise military service 
for defence of the country, in case of invasion. Under the patronage of a deputation 
of the Honourable the Magistrates of Aberdeen, and with the presence and influence of 
John Menzies, Esq. of Pitfoddels, the heritors of this parish, there enrolled themselves at the 
Cove, to learn the use of small arms, or to manage great guns, land people and fishermen, 49 ; 
at Torry and the Bridge of Dee, 27 ; and also all the fishermen at Cove, 31, and 10 fishermen 
at Torry, made offer of assisting with their boats to transport soldiers with military stores, 
if necessary, along the coast, from Beme to mouth of the Ythan, without expense to 
Government. 

These transactions took place, with various public intimations and meetings at different 
places, from the end of February and throughout March ; but Providence graciously made it 
unnecessary to proceed in warlike preparation. — JRegisier of Parish of Nigg^ vol. 2, pp. 111-12. 

July %ih, 1798. 

This season there had been entertained fears of invasion from France. An Act of 
Parliament had been passed for enabling His Majesty more effectually to provide for tbe 
defence and security of the realm ; and a letter had been sent from Mr. Secretary Dundas, 
of 6th April, relative thereto, for the inhabitants, especially along the sea-coast, for 
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enrolling themselves under the Lords Lieutenant of the counties^ for the purpose of being 
trained to the use of fire-arms, and for other purposes, which might be useful in case of 
attempts being made by the enemy. On the 21st May, upon an advertisement to the people, 
John Menzies, Esq. of Pitfoddels, one of the principal heritors of the parish, and a deputy- 
lieutenant of this county, met at the church, with a considerable number of the inhabitants. 
After he had explained the case, the minister having also spoken on the subject, first of all, 
a considerable part of those present enrolled themselves for the purpose of being trained to 
the use of fire-arms. Then, many fishermen of the Cove enrolled themselves to serve, with 
their boats, for any purpose judged expedient. And, lastly, some few enrolled themselves 
as pioneers or labourers, or for other useful engagements for which they were fit and able. 

To this engagement a considerable number more of the landward people acceded, at the 
Bridge of Dee on 28th May, and 29th in other places ; and of the fishermen at Torry, 29th 
May, 1798. An account of this had been duly transmitted to the Lord Lieutenant of this 
county ; but no need had yet been found for the services of the people, or no plan yet 
formed for their being called forth. 

Also, after the example shewn in other places of the kingdom, and sensible of the 
invaluable privileges and advantages we enjoy under our present Government, the people 
of this parish entered on making a voluntary contribution for the aid of Government ; but 
tho' it was now fully finished and given in, it might be proper to defer giving an account of 
the matter till another time, when it would be more convenient. — Ih'd., pp. 130-1. 

August s^A, 1798. 

For an evidence of the loyalty of the people of this parish, and in just respect to the 
conduct of individuals, the Session receive into their records, and transmit to future time, 
an account of a voluntary contribution for the aid of Government made here, under the 
present struggle which our country is obliged to make with a powerful and incensed foe for 
everything dear to us as men or as Christians. 

Upon 13th March, 1798, a meeting was held of the Heritors, Feuars, Minister, Farmers, 
Fishermen, and other inhabitants of the parish of Nigg, at the Church of Nigg, on the present 
emergency of danger of invasion from France. William Ritchie, Esq., one of the honourable 
the magistrates of Aberdeen, principal heritors, was called to preside. The meeting then 
first did unanimously adopt some resolutions expressing their attachment to their King and 
constitution, and appointing a voluntary contribution for the aid of Government to be opened, 
with naming a committee to carry it on throughout the parish, the money to be remitted to 
the Bank of England in a manner which may be judged most proper. And, afterwards, as 
the heritors either had already subscribed, or would in other places and capacities be naturally 
called on to subscribe, did receive the subscription of this voluntary contribution from a 
considerable number of feuars and others, inhabitants of the parish, now present, or some 
doing it by commission for them. 

The committee, which consisted principally of Captain Charles Adamson, feuar of North 
Kirkhill ; Mr. Robert Davidson, feuar of Balnagask ; Mr. Alexr. Gildawie, mason, and tacks- 
man of Kincorth ; Dr. David Cruden, minister ; and Mr. William Patterson, schoolmaster, 
on some following days, viz., 19th and 20th March, principally by dividing, and with some 
others going through the parish and receiving subscriptions, along with some made at different 
times thereafter did complete the voluntary contribution throughout the whole. They like- 
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wise, by Mr. William Paterson, in a free manner acting, collected the voluntary contribution, 
amounting to j£ys ^s* ^o^* s^S> ^"^ ^X ^^' Cruden and him, gave it in to the honourable 
the magistrates of Aberdeen, to be by them transmitted to the Bank of England, this being 
judged the most proper manner of transmission. The following is a list of subscribers, with 
the sums subscribed : — 

[Here follow 2^ folio pages of names, and the sum in each case, amounting in all to ^75 as. lod.] 

A receipt for this sum, dated 6th July, 1798, had been received from Mr. William 
Copland, town clerk depute of Aberdeen. — 3id., pp. 132-5. 

The following reports of several out of the innumerable offers of service throughout 
the three counties give an indication of the enthusiasm which moved all classes of 
society in these stirring times. 

The tenants on the Gordon estates, as was proper, set the example, and on the very 
day of the county meeting — 

Eight hundred of the Duke of Gordon's tenants and inhabitants of the town (Huntly) 
have enrolled their names to serve as volunteers, under His Grace the Marquis of Huntly, 
when called upon : others are daily coming forward, and we have no doubt but this spirited 
example will be followed by other tenants in the county. 

About 100 of the tenants on the estate of Wardhouse have enrolled themselves to serve 
as volunteers. 

To the many expressions of loyalty from all parts of the kingdom, we are happy to 
mention that persons of every rank and religious persuasion in the parish of Ruthven, 
Banffshire, have come forward with the greatest unanimity and enrolled themselves as 
volunteers. In less than a week upwards of 300 offered their services, and subscribed 
274 horses and carts to convey troops, baggage, etc., in case of invasion^ free of expense 
to the Government. 

The tenants of Mr. Baron Gordon offer their services in defence of their country either by 
sea or land along the coast, and in case of invasion, the coasts of Banff, Aberdeen, and 
Moray. — 72 signatures. 

The postmasters of Aberdeen have cheerfully agreed to furnish His Majesty's forces with 
all their men, horses^ and carriages for a stage or two in case of invasion of this country. 

During last week, 160 of the tenants of Sir Archibald Grant of Monymusk have enrolled 
themselves to serve under him as volunteers, and have likewise made offer of their horses and 
carriages to Government for transport. 

Upwards of 230 inhabitants of Oldmeldrum and parish of Oldmeldrum have already 
enrolled themselves, agreeable to the resolutions of the county meeting, and in the event of an 
invasion, they offer to attend James Urquhart, Esq. of Meldrum, to any place within the three 
counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine, to which they have subscribed their names. 
They have likewise subscribed upwards of 100 carts and two chaises for one stage. 

We leam that the parishioners of Old Deer are, with great spirit, enrolling themselves with 
Mr. Russel of Aden to form a corps of volunteers, agreeably to the resolutions of the last 
county meeting. One company is already completed, and the number is daily increasing. 
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Almost all the tenants on the estate of John Forbes, Esq. of Newe, have enrolled 
themselves to serve as volunteers in the defence of their King and country. 

The farmers on the Earl of Aberdeen's estates in the county of Aberdeen have come 
forward with great alacrity and made a voluntary offer of their services in the event of 
invasion, expressive of their regard and attachment to the King and constitution, and their 
resolution to exert their utmost efforts for the defence of the country; 1,572 of them have 
already enrolled and agreed to serve without pay under his lordship, or the deputy-lieutenants 
of the district where they reside, and in the meantime to be trained to the use of arms. They 
have also engaged to furnish their horses, carts, and servants for conveying, without expense 
to Government, troops and military stores through the county. In his lordship's estates, 
1,200 carts and 2,400 horses can be procured for this purpose. The whole fisher and 
seafaring people in the sea towns of Auchmedden, Cairnbulg, and fioddam, belonging to 
the earl, amounting to 73, have also enrolled, and offered their services either by sea or land 
for the defence of the country. 

From far-away Lerwick, early in April, we have the following : — 

A company of volunteers is being raised for the defence of the town, and numbers crowd 
to enrol their names, and they will soon be completed. Remote as Lerwick is, it yields to no 
town in His Majesty's dominions for steady loyalty and patriotism. 

Besides the foregoing and others, the Aberdeen Journal in March and April, 1798, 
reported that it had received letters from many parts of the country, containing 
the patriotic and spirited resolutions of the inhabitants to enrol themselves for the 
defence of the country, and offering, besides, the assistance of their horses and 
servants in transporting troops, stores, etc., if necessary, as follows : — 

The tenants on the estate of General Gordon of Fyvie, Mr. Leslie of Rauth, Mr. Forbes 
of Blackford, and Mr. Hay of Monkswell, have agreed to furnish 150 carts and horses. 
Almost the whole of Mr. Gordon of Cratherard*s tenants have enrolled themselves. The 
fishers and pilots of Newburgh have offered to serve between Buchanness and Girdleness 
without any expense to Government. About 6q are already enrolled of Mr. Duff of Echt's 
tenants ; and in less than two hours two companies of volunteers were enrolled in the town of 
Keith to serve in the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Moray. 300 horses and 200 carts are 
also offered by the inhabitants of Keith and its neighbourhood. 

In this way was every county organised " for defence, not defiance,** under the 
supervision of the Lords Lieutenant of the counties and their deputies, and, in a 
marvellously short space of time, the Government had the fullest information as to the 
numbers of men available for all purposes in every part of the country, and means of 
transport, etc. 

The following intimation by the Lord Lieutenant of the county on the subject of 
voluntary enrolments speaks for itself: — 

The Lord Lieutenant of the county of Aberdeen is happy to find, from the reports already 
transmitted to him, that the enrolments, on the terms of the resolution of the county, have 
already made that progress which was to be expected from the loyalty and spirit of the people 
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of the county ; and he requests that those deputy-lieutenants who have not yet naade their 
reports will transmit the same, as well as those of the live and dead stock, to the Sheriff 
Depute of Aberdeen. 

His Grace, having been informed that reports have been circulated that the persons 
enrolling themselves thereby become soldiers, and can be drafted into other corps, or mardied 
out of the county without their consent, thinks it proper to give this public intimation, that 
such reports are entirely groundless, and in particular desires it may be understood : — 

(i). That of all the persons enrolling themselves, those to be trained to the use of arms 
shall assemble for exercise only at such times and places as shall be perfectly convenient for 
themselves. 

(2). That they shall not be carried out of their own parish, unless in the case of actual 
invasion, and even in that event, only into the two adjoining counties, the inhabitants of 
which have agreed to give similar assistance to those of this county, on a like emergency ; and 
when called out, those who desire it shall have the like allowance or pay as is made to 
volunteer corps. 

(3). That every person enrolling himself, who shall be trained to arms, shall be at fall 
liberty to change his employment and residence^ or at any time to withdraw from any corps to 
which he shall be joined, on giving up his arms and accoutrements, except at the period of 
actual invasion, or the appearance of an enemy on the coast, when it caimot be supposed any 
man of honour and spirit would incline to exercise this privilege. 

ApHi 4, 1797. 

The country was divided into regimental districts, and each district was placed under 
the charge of an experienced officer who took the fullest cognisance of all military 
matters in the district under his charge, and, concurrently with these pre{>arations, 
the embodying and training of the regular volunteers were pushed on with the 
utmost vigour. 

The first official cognisance that was taken of volunteers appears to have been in 
1794, in the reports of the proceedings of the House of Commons, for 17th March : — 

" Mr. Pitt, in moving for a bill to augment the militia, stated that it was in contem- 
plation to raise volunteer companies for the purpose of local defence, particularly in the 
maritime parts, and which, as they would consist of the gentry and yeomanry of the 
different counties, were not to be marched from their respective counties, except in 
case of absolute necessity." Mr. Fox, for the Opposition, commented upon the 
gravity of the proposal, and stated his belief that the country must be reduced to a 
very alarming crisis indeed. 

Immediately following this announcement, there was published '' Terms for raising 
Independent Companies," which were as follows: — 

For a company — a lieutenant on full pay is to raise 50 men, including three corporals, 
to be allowed five guineas levy-money, and the pay of three Serjeants and two drummers, 
during the levy, and to receive ;;^i5o from the successor to his lieutenancy. 

A lieutenant on half pay to raise the like number, but to be allowed eight guineas 
levy-money. 
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For a lieutenancy — an ensign on full pay is to raise 20 men, including a corporal, and 
to be allowed five guineas levy-money, with the pay of a serjeant and drummer during the 
levy. 

An ensign on half pay to raise the like number, but to be allowed seven guineas 
levy-money. 

No officer on full pay to engage in the above service without the approbation of his 
colonel or commanding officer. 

As this was practically an offer of employment to half-pay officers, of whom there 
were large numbers throughout the country, these gentlemen immediately proceeded 
to raise, and so obtain the command, of companies or regiments of what were then 
called ** fencibles," a title derived from the term applied in the old Scots statutes to 
men able to bear arms. Liocal authorities and county gentlemen vied with each other 
in showing " their loyalty to their King, their wish to support the Government, laws, 
and religion," by offering bounties of various sums to '' each volimteer " who should 
enlist in one or other of these regiments or companies. It will be observed that the 
members of these corps were called "volunteers." While the name was correct in 
the sense that enlistment was, as now, voluntary, it was not so in the sense in which it 
was thereafter and is now used, as applied to our great national volunteer force, for 
those enlisting in these fencible regiments did so for either a fixed period or '' during 
the continuance of the war." So keen was the competition, and so high the bounties 
offered, that the authorities found increasing difficulty in obtaining recruits for the 
regular army and the navy. The following intimation was therefore issued from the 
War Office to the officers who had been entrusted with the raising of these corps : — 

Circular. 

War Office^ zisi February, 1795. 
Sir, 

The high bounties offered by the new levies being judged extremely prejudicial to the 

recruiting for the navy, and His Majesty having, in consequence thereof, signified his 

commands that the bounty given to recruits enrolled for general service shall not exceed 

fifteen guineas, and that the bounty to recruits for the fencibles shall not exceed ten guineas, 

I am directed by the Secretary for War to acquaint you therewith, and to add that His 

Majesty has at the same time declared his royal pleasure that any officer convicted of a 

deviation firom this order shall forfeit his commission. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

M. LEWIS. 
Major James Leith. 

The following paragraph, which is similar to many that appeared about this time, 
throws some light upon the method of recruiting in those days: — 

May 26th, 1794. 

On Wednesday last the Earl of Aberdeen was at Tarland, where he went to give his 
countenance to the recruiting of the Aberdeenshire regiment. His lordship was met by the 



40 The History of the Aberdeen Volunteers, 



gentlemen of the neighbourhood, and by Colonel Hay and some of his officers, to whom he 
gave a very handsome entertainment. Punch, etc., was distributed on the street in great 
abundance, and a number of very fine men were in the course of the day enlisted. 

But these fencible regiments were no sooner raised than they were drafted away to 
England or Ireland, to fill the gaps caused by the constant embarkation of the regular 
army abroad. There was thus obviously still a want, for the coast remained unpro- 
tected, and would have been, for a time at any rate, at the mercy of an invader. This 
became increasingly apparent to the Government, and Mr. Pitt, who, along with Mr. 
Dundas (subsequently Lord Melville), was an enthusiastic supporter of the principle 
involved in volunteering, intimated to the House of Commons that it was in 
contemplation to " arm the peasantry." 

A Volunteer Bill was introduced in 1794, which passed both Houses, but was 
abandoned temporarily, in consequence of certain amendments having been added by 
the House of Lords; but the necessary arrangements were not long delayed. A 
circular letter was soon issued by the War Office to the Lords Lieutenant of the 
counties on the subject. During the months of June and July meetings of the 
county authorities were held throughout the country upon the subject of internal 
defence, and the resolutions adopted at these meetings were, generally speaking, of 
the same nature, viz., to create a fund for the purpose of internal defence, and to equip 
volunteers for local defence. 

Edinburgh, usually first in all national and patriotic movements in Scotland, took 
the lead, and towards the end of September, 1794, the Edinburgh volunteers paraded 
in Heriot*s Green, to the number of between 300 and 400, equipped in the uniform of 
the corps, *' round hat with black feather, blue coat with black velvet cape, gold 
epaules, black belt, white cashmere vest, and breeches, white stockings, and gaiters,'* 
and there, with great pomp and ceremony, were presented with their colours. The 
example was not lost upon the nation, and volunteer corps sprang up in almost every 
town and hamlet in Scotland. 

The county of Aberdeen, which for such purposes embraced the city of Aberdeen, 
adopted similar resolutions, and promptly offered to the King to raise volunteers at 
the expense of the county for local protection, and at a meeting of the county 
authorities, held at Aberdeen, upon the 26th day of August, the following letter to the 
Lord Lieutenant of the county was laid on the table. 

Whitehall^ August iSih^ i794- 

My Lord, 

I have taken an early opportunity of laying before the King, the resolutions of the 
meeting of the Noblemen, Commisionres of Supply, and Landholders of the County of 
Aberdeen ; and it is with great satisfaction I obey His Majesty's Commands, in assuring your 
Grace that His Majesty views with much approbation your Grace's early attention to the 
instructions which you have received as His Majesty's Lieutenant of the County, and the leal 
and loyalty manifested by the inhabitants thereof on the present occasion, and that His 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to accept of their offer to raise a company of volunteer 
infantry for the purpose therein stated, upon the terms of the second article proposed by the 
Government. 



. I c 
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Twenty firelocks, with the accoutrements specified in the margin — belt, pouch, sling for 
firelock — will be allowed by Government to each company of sixty men, or an equivalent will 
be given in money, if the parties are desirous of providing the articles themselves, the patterns 
of which may be seen by their agent on application to the Ordnance. 

It is proposed that the other 40 men shall be trained to the great guns. 

PORTL AN D. 

The purpose referred to in the above letter was the manning and equipping of the 
battery at Aberdeen. 

The county of Aberdeen, in conjunction with the civic authorities, immediately took 
steps to have the Aberdeen battery properly manned and equipped, and they now voted 
part of the funds subscribed for internal defence, towards the expense of equipping 
it and providing bounties to the men engaged in that work. The Town Council 
resolved (15th September, 1794) to offer three guineas of bounty to each volunteer 
who should enlist in said battery company, and subsequently they agreed to give them 
"the freedom of the town over and above their bounty." Officers were appointed 
for this purpose, and the following intimation appeared in the London Gazette of 
7th October, 1794:— 

Aberdeen Corps of Volunteers. 

George Taylor, Esq.^ to be captain. 
Arthur Gibbon, Esq., to be ist lieutenant. 
Wm. Gibbon, Esq., to be 2nd lieutenant. 

The above-named officers were thus the first Aberdeen volunteers to be gazetted, 
and they commanded a company of artillery volunteers who manned the Aberdeen 
battery; so it came about that the Artillery were the first regularly-organised 
volunteers in Aberdeen. The company was afterwards attached to the Royal 
Aberdeen Volunteers, which was then in course of formation, although its officers 
were not gazetted for some time afterwards. 



CHAPTER IV. 

French Invasion Scare — First Period, 1794-1802. 

Royal Aberdeen Volunteers. 

Within the city of Aberdeen, the Provost and deputy-lieutenants had also taken steps 
to form a volunteer corps. A meeting of the citizens was called by the Lord Provost, 
and as a result we are informed, on 4th November, 1794, that 

A number of respectable inhabitants of Aberdeen, and also of the heritors and other principal 
inhabitants of the parish of Old Machar, having enrolled themselves to form corps of 
volunteers, to act during the war, for the protection of the parishes of Aberdeen and Old 
Machar, such gentlemen as wish to join either of the corps will please to signify thdr 
inclination without delay to any of the deputy- lieutenants of the district, at the Council 
Chambers, Aberdeen ; or to Hugh I^slie, Esq. of PowiS; provost of Old Aberdeen. 

This was followed, on the 25th of the same month, by : — 

On Saturday last, a meeting of the subscribers to the Aberdeen Volunteer Association 
was held in the town hall, in presence of the deputy-lieutenants of the district, when several 
resolutions relative to the constitution of that corps were agreed on, and a committee hamed 
for carrying them into effect. We understand the same has been transmitted to His Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant for His Majesty's approbation. The corps, we hear^ is to consist of three 
hundred, to be divided into five companies of sixty each. 

A number of gentlemen, who^ from particular circumstances, are prevented from enterii^ 
as volunteers, have offered to serve the office of constable, and others are derirous to aid the 
purposes of this institution by a subscription in money. (See advt.) 

The advertisement referred to is as follows : — 

ABERDEEN VOLUNTEERS. 

AS many gentlemen, inhabitants of Aberdeen and neighbour- 
hood, who, from particular circumstances, are prevented 
from giving Cbeir personal service, are inclined to aid the 
purposes of this institution by a contribution of money, a paper 
is lodged in the Council Chamber for subscriptions. 

Such gentlemen as incline to join the Volunteer corps, will 
please to give in their names to the Deputy-Lieutenants, or at 
the Council Chamber. 

Aberdeen t Nov* 25/^, 1794. 

The Aberdeen Volunteer Association was formed by the leading citizens of the 
time, headed by the Lord Provost and encouraged by the Magistrates and Council, 
resolutions were passed, a committee was appointed to carry out the arrangements, 
and the result of the meeting was reported to the Lord Lieutenant of the county, and 
upon the 15th of December next the following announcement was made: — 

Aberdebn Volunteer Association. 

His Majesty having been pleased to express his entire approbation of the zeal and 
loyalty evinced by the resolutions of the gentlemen belonging to the Aberdeen Volunteer 
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Association, and his gracious acceptance of their offer of raising five companies of infantry, for 
the internal defence of the town and neighbourhood ; a meeting of the subscribers and such 
other gentlemen as are desirous of entering into this corps is requested in the Town Hall, 
upon Thursday, the i8th, at 12 noon, when His Grace the Duke of Portland's letter on the 
subject, and other matters of importance, will be submitted to their consideration. 

Aberdeen^ Deer, i^ih, i794- 

Shortly afterwards, the following intimation and appeal was made to the patriotism 
of the citizens generally : — 

Aberdeen Volunteers. 

The committee of management appointed by the Aberdeen Volunteers think it proper 
to acquaint the public that although every individual of the corps bears the charge of his 
personal equipment, yet there is a variety of personal charges, incident to the maintaining 
and training of the corps, which requires a considerable sum, and for which no provision has 
yet been made. Among these is the charge of instructing drums and fifes who are to be 
hereafter attached to the corps, the charge of clothing these persons, and providing the 
proper instruments, the expense of printing and distributing circular letters, notices, etc., in 
the business of the corps, and of the committee, besides many other incident charges of the 
like nature. 

The committee hope that it will not be held improper for them, as acting for the corps, 
to have laid these circumstances before the public; and thus to have afforded to those 
persons, who, from age or other causes, are prevented from giving their personal services, an 
opportunity of contributing to the support of an institution which every well affected citizen 
must approve of. 

Subscription papers are lodged in the different banking houses and booksellers' shops. 

A state of the funds will be made up every six months, and shall lie at the office of the 
Secretary of the Committee for the inspection of every volunteer and subscriber. 

The committee of the county, appointed for managing the fund for internal defence, 
have generously subscribed One Hundred Guineas. 

On ^ 14th April, 1795, the following list of subscriptions was published in the 
Aberdeen Journal: — 

Subscriptions to the Incidental Expenses of the 

Aberdeen Volunteers. 



The County of Aberdeen, 
The Aberdeen Bank, 
Alexander Moir of Scotstown, 
Collector Peat, 

Mr. Durno, . . . . 
Mr. Alexander Duguid, 
Baillie Copland, 
Convenor Low, 
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2 2 
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Future subscriptions to be published. 
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Although it is stated that future subscriptions were to be published, no trace of 
further lists has been found. 

The next important step was the selection of ofRcers, and the London Gazette of 
14th February, 1795, contains the following intimation : — 

Aberdeen Corps of Volunteers. 
William Henderson, captain. Alex. Milne, lieutenant. 

George Symmers, do. Thomas Leys, do. 

Alex. Dauney, lieutenant. Alex. Brebner, do. 

Charles Bannerman, do. Charles Gordon, do. 

While, on 2nd May next, the following additional intimation was made : — 

Alexander Moir to be major-commandant 
Thomas Bannerman to be captain of a company. 

Kennedy states (Vol. I., page 336) that the Provost of Aberdeen was colonel- 
commandant, and Mr. Munro, in his " Memorials of the Aldermen, Provosts, and Lord 
Provosts of Aberdeen," repeats this statement, but no evidence of any kind can be 
found to support this. If the Provost held any such post, it must have been that of 
honorary colonel, otherwise it would have been gazetted in ordinary course. 

To the above list there falls to be added the name of William Byres, who was 
shortly afterwards gazetted captain. The above names, therefore, together with those 
of the officers of the battery company previously mentioned, complete the list of 
the first national volunteer ofRcers of Aberdeen, and, in conjunction with those 
subsequently added, and the rank and file, are the direct predecessors of the 
Artillery Volunteers and of the 1st Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders. 

Alexander Moir of Scotstown, proprietor of the estate of that name near Aberdeen, 
was born in 1764, was educated at Marischal College, Aberdeen, trained to the pro- 
fession of the law, and became an advocate. He took an active interest in the affairs 
of the county of Aberdeen, particularly in regard to the defence of the coast and 
arming the people when the invasion scare was at its height. Accordingly, when, in 
1794, the " Gentlemen Volunteers " of Aberdeen were formed, he was appointed major- 
commandant, and was thus the first commander of volunteers upon a national basis in 
Aberdeen. His period of command was brief, however, for he tendered his resignation 
in April, 1796, upon receiving the appointment of SheriflF of Aberdeen, ''upon a sug- 
gestion from Dr. Beattie." In the same year, the degree of LL.D. was conferred upon 
him by Marischal College. As Sheriff he continued to take an active share in the 
management of the affairs of the county, and was one of two named to act for the then 
Lord Lieutenant during his absence at the seat of war. He married Margaret, daughter 
of James Gordon of Leicheston, Morayshire, and had issue by her, an only daughter, 
Isabella. He died (predeceased by his wife in January, 1800) on 29th June, 1824, and 
is buried in the family vault in St. Peter's Cemetery. His only daughter was married 
to Sir Michael Bruce, eighth baronet of Stenhouse, Stirlingshire, and she died without 
issue. The portrait here reproduced belonged to the late Lieutenant-Colonel Henry 
Knight Brskine of Pittodrie, who was married to a niece, and is now in the possession 
of Rev. James Smith, St. George*s-in-the-\Vest parish, Aberdeen, who kindly lent it 
for reproduction. 
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The corps thus inaugurated existed till 12th May, 1802, when, along with all other 
'olunteer corps in the country, it was disbanded. It numbered at this time about 400, 
md the uniform is thus described by Kennedy (Vol. I., p. 336 note), "A blue coat, white 
acings, white vest and breeches with black gaiters, round hat and feather.'' 

The rendezvous seems to have been the Record Hall at first, but latterly this was 
'^aried with " Gordon's Gardens, Castle Street," and '* Poor's Hospital Gardens." 

The corps was known as the ''gentlemen" volunteers, and they are so designed 
hroughout the orderly book after referred to, although their title at first was the 
'Aberdeen Volunteers." Probably one of the reasons why the term "gentlemen" 
vas applied to them was, that the corps was recruited mainly from the professional 
md well-to-do commercial classes in the city. They assembled to drill at first to the 
;ound of the bugle horn, and latterly, when they had attached to the corps a " band of 
nusic," to the sound of the drum. The hour of drill varied from 5.30 to 8 a.m. ! 
Flow would our volunteers of to-day like that? 

The first change in the personnel of the officers was occasioned by the death, upon 
1 4th February, 1796, of Captain George Symmers, late of the 25th Regiment of Foot, 
Barrack Master of Aberdeen, who was buried with military honours, the corps 
ittending in full uniform. The order of the day was, ** his own company to have 
irms and accoutrements, and flints fixed. The other companies to have side arms 
3nly. The officers to have crapes." Captain Symmers, from his experience as an 
army officer, had been of inestimable service in the work of organisation, and 
nstructing and disciplining the new corps, and his death was a great loss. 

One of the orderly books of the Aberdeen Volunteers, which has fortunately been 
^reserved, begins on 10th September, 1795, and continues till the corps was disbanded 
n 1802. The various orders in this book show clearly and concisely the history of the 
:orps to that date. The first order is as follows : — 

Aberdeen Volunteers — loth September, 1795. G.O. — The corps are to parade on the 
morning of Saturday next, the 12th, to march off at half an hour after seven. If the morning 
proves unfavourable, the bugle horn will not sound, but if it does — it is expected that the 
gentlemen will be punctual in their attendance. 

Flints fixed. Cross belts. Undress uniform. 

T. BANNERMAN, Commdg. Officer. 

This order is important, as indicating the habits of our earliest volunteers. They 
assembled for drill in the early morning at the sound of the " bugle horn," before 
the business of the day began. The next order recalls an ancient and time-honoured 
ceremony, the recollection of which is already fading from the memory of the present 
generation. The corps is ordered to parade on Tuesday afternoon, the 17th instant 
(September, 1795), "to receive the circuit judges on their arrival here that evening." 
The Judges attending the Circuit Court were wont to be received by a guard of the 
military, and to march in solemn state to their hotel. On the court day the guard again 
attended, and the Judges, accompanied by the Lord Provost, Magistrates, Counsel, and 
Court officials, marched in procession to the courthouse. Judges and Counsel being 
robed and wigged. But this procession has now been dispensed with; the Judges 
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find their way to the courthouse like other people, and the only remaining part of the 
pomp that used to characterise the Circuit Courts is the official trumpeter, who sounds 
a fanfare as their lordships enter the court buildings. In these dajrs it sounds like 
the mere echo of a departed glory. 

The same order tells us the system of training that our citizen soldiers then 
underwent : — 

The companys are to be under arms separately once a week for private drill: right 
company on Tuesdays^ centre company on Thursdays^ and left company on Saturdays, by 
eight o'clock a.m. A general field-day once a month, as the commanding officer shall appoint 



A subsequent order, dated 17th October, 1795, specifies the uniform worn, viz., hat, 
jacket, light-coloured vest and breeches, half gaiters." 

There had been a previous order book, which has unfortunately been mislaid, and 
accordingly we take from the press reports of the time accounts of the following 
proceedings, of which there is no other record extant. 

Prbsbntation op Colours. 

Mr. Alexander Allardyce, M.P. for the burgh, and one of the deputy-lieutenants for 
the county, intimated that he would present to the volunteers " an elegant stand of 
colours." The offer was gratefully accepted, and the colours were presented to the 
corps upon Wednesday, the 22nd July, 1795, with great state and ceremony. The 
report of the presentation will doubtless interest all volunteers past and present : — 

On Wednesday last, the Aberdeen Volunteers had a field-day on the Links. They 
marched from the parade at ii o'clock. Colonel Leith's band (Colonel Leith's fendble 
regiment then in course of formation) attended on the occasion. It is doing the gentlemen 
no more than common justice to say that they went through their several evolutions with great 
steadiness and promptitude. About one o'clock, Alexander Allardyce, Esq., Member of 
Parliament for the burgh, and one of the deputy-lieutenants for the county, came to pay his 
respects to the corps, and received a general salute. The line afterwards formed a circle, 
and were presented by Mr. Allardyce with an elegant stand of colours. On delivering the 
standard to Thomas Bannerman, Esq., who commanded for the day, Mr. Allardjrce said : — 

Gentlemen Volunteers, — I beg leave to present you with colours. I request your 
acceptance of them as a small testimony of my esteem^ and of the satisfaction I feel in seeing 
so respectable a body of my friends and acquaintances so properly arrayed for the defence of 
the country. 

The proficiency you have made in the military exercise marks your zeal. The alacrity 
with which you devote so much of your time for that purpose, and the handsome manner in 
which you have equipped yourselves at your own expense, are proofs that your sole motive 
is the public good. 

Your conduct well deserves, and will receive, the approbation and applause of your 
country. 

To which Mr. Bannerman replied : — 

The Aberdeen Volunteers accept with pleasure the colours you have presented to the 
corps. Nothing could be more flattering to them than to receive from their fellow-dtizen 
and representative in Parliament so particular and honourable a mark of distinction to their 
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institution, which, I am happy to think, receives, no less than it merits, the approbation as 
well as the good wishes of every lover of his country. 

The colours being laid across the drums, were consecrated by the Rev. Mr. Shirrefs, 
senior minister of this city and chaplain to the volunteers, by a prayer, which, at the request 
of the corps, he allowed to be published. 

The colours were then delivered to Mr. Charles Gordon, one of the officers, 
officiating as ensign, and Mr. Shirrefs addressed the corps as follows : — 

Gentlemen, — You have now solemnly joined in imploring that divine blessing without 
which no human purposes or endeavours can be effectual. Permit me, in the character of your 
chaplain, to address a few words to you on this occasion. 

Were I to speak very fully of your duty, of the nature and importance of the service to 
which you are called, I am persuaded you would hear me with serious attention. But your 
education, your character, your voluntary engagement, everything, indeed, forbids me to 
consider that as necessary. 

Associated as you are for the support of lawful authority, for the special protection and 
defence of our ancient city, and for all the nearest and dearest objects of our concern, you 
have formed resolutions which are noble and worthy of you ; such as give you a claim to the 
respect and gratitude of your fellow-citizens, which I trust you will never forfeit. 

Persevere, gentlemen, in your laudable undertaking with unwearied constancy. Be 
solicitous to preserve those with whom you are connected from the influence of pernicious 
principles, as well as to guard them from any hostile attack. Be exemplary, as the friends of 
peace and order, in your private stations while no public exigency demands your united 
strength. And distinguish yourselves always by that prudence^ magnanimity, and fortitude 
which are inseparable from true patriotism. 

I need scarcely add that, where my humble endeavours can be useful, it will ever be my 
ambition to stand forth with you in the station with which you have honoured me in your 
respectable corps. 

The solemn and interesting manner in which Mr. S. delivered the prayer and address, 
and the apposite terms in which both were conceived, occasioned the most evident impression 
on the audience. 

Within two months after having received their colours, the Aberdeen Volunteers 
were reviewed on the Links by His Grace the Duke of Gordon, and on the following 
evening were inspected by Lord Adam Gordon, then Commander-in-Chief for 
Scotland. The satisfactory progress made by the corps in the short time that had 
elapsed since its formation is borne out by the report, which is here quoted : — 

On Wednesday last, the volunteers were reviewed by His Grace the Duke of Gordon, 
Lord Lieutenant of the county, who was pleased to express, in the most handsome terms, his 
satis&cdon at seeing so fine a body of men armed and disciplined on the most patriotic 
and disinterested principles, and his entire approbation of the steadiness and promptitude 
with which they performed their various evolutions. It is but justice to add that their 
soldierlike appearance not only merited, but received, the approbation of an immense crowd 
of spectators assembled on this occasion. After the review, the whole corps dined with 
his grace at the New Inn. The duke has subscribed very liberally for the incidental expenses 
of the corps. 
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On Thursday evening, His Excellency Lord Adam Gordon, Commander-in-Chief for 
Scotland, arrived here, and having expressed a desire to see the volunteers. His Grace tbe 
Duke of Gordon, in a very polite manner, requested that the gentlemen might assemble again 
on Friday ; they accordingly did so, and had another field-day on the Links. His excellenq 
was attended on this occasion by His Grace the I^rd Lieutenant, Sir Hector Munro, Sir John 
Sinclair, the Earl of (Glasgow, IvOrd Banff, and many of the officers from the camp. The corps 
went through their several evolutions to the entire approbation of his excellency, who, with 
the other military gentlemen present, was pleased to express very flattering compliments on 
the occasion. 

Aberdeen was evidently proud of its volunteers in those days; even in the theatre 
they were honoured, as the following advertisement shows : — 

Tuesday, September 15th, 1795. 

THEATRE, ABERDEEN. 

By desire of the corps of 

GENTLEMEN VOLUNTEERS, 

On Thursday, September 17th, wiU be presented Shakespeare's 

Comedy of the 

MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. 

End of act second, the favourite glee of 

** How merrily we live that soldiers be." 

End of act third, a new song addressed to the GENTLEMEN 

VOLUNTEERS, written by a gentleman of this city. 

End of the play, a song in honour of the Volunteers, written 

by Mr. KEMBLE. 
A HORNPIPE, in the character of a British Tar, 

by Mr. SCRIVEN. 
To which will be added a farce called BON TON ; or 

High Life Above Stairs. 

The evening's entertainment to conclude with 

"GOD SAVE THE KING," 

In full chorus, by Messrs. Barnet, Holland, Scriven, Bell, 

Blanchard, Underwood, Miss Barnet, Mrs. Blanchard, 

Mrs. Walcot, Miss Jones, Mrs. Bland, Mrs. Egan, etc., etc. 

Days of playing this week, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday, and Saturday. 

Unfortunately, or fortunately, as the case may be, these songs do not appear to 
have been reported or otherwise preserved. 

Towards the end of 1795, great restlessness existed amongst certain classes of the 
population, and in some places riots had taken place. Aberdeen had as yet been free 
from these, but the Magistrates, deeming it advisable to prepare for any eventuality, 
had desired the volunteers to be ready for such an emergency. Accofdingly, the 
following general order was issued : — 

20th October^ i795' 

Ball cartridges to be furnished to each company ; the officers to see that each volunteer is 
supplied with twelve rounds to be in readiness in case of any alarm. 

Arms and accoutrements to be always kept clean and in good order, with flints fixed. 
The officers are to give in assigned report to this purpose within ten days. 




Colours of Koyal Aberdeen Volunteers, i795'i8o2 and iSoj-oj. 
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In case of any disturbance or alarm, the commanding officers will order the drummers to 

beat to arms and the bugle horn to be sounded, when the volunteers are immediately to 

assemble at the Record Hall, with their arms and accoutrements and ball cartridges, uniform — 

jackets and hats. But the volunteers are upon no occasion of internal service to march 

without an officer who will apply to a civil magistrate to attend also upon every duty of that 

nature. 

T. BANNERMAN, Commanding Officer. 

The ladies of Aberdeen desired to show their appreciation of the gallant citizen 
soldiers, and they accordingly subscribed for a stand of colours to present to their 
heroes : the only mention of this event in the orderly book is as follows : — 

22nd October^ i795« 

The gentlemen volunteers are requested to assemble in the Record Hall, on Monday 
first, at eleven forenoon — full dress, arms and accoutrements, and flints fixed. It is hoped 
the whole will attend in order to practice some manoeuvres previous to the meeting for 
receiving the colours from the ladies. Officers to have their swords in place of fusees. 

T. BANNERMAN, Com. Officer. 

We again resort to the Aberdeen Journal of 9th November, 1795, for a description 
of this important event : — 

Presentation of Colours to Aberdeen Volunteers by Ladies. 

Tuesday last being the day appointed for receiving the standard, which does honour to 
the taste of the ladies by whom it was presented, the corps met in the Record Office, and 
marching to the Castle Street, formed a hollow square, when a deputation was sent to 
introduce the ladies subscribers, who were received by the volunteers with presented arms. 
The colours were delivered by Mrs. T. Bannerman to Major Moir, who expressed in suitable 
terms the sense which the corps entertained of the honour conferred by this present. 

The standard was consecrated by the Reverend Dr. Shirrefs, chaplain to the corps, who 

said : — 

" Gentlemen Volunteers, — The sons of Caledonia can receive from their country no higher 
honour than when her amiable daughters condescend to give them praise. This pleasing 
mark of distinction has been very significantly conferred on you by the valuable present you 
have this day received. An honour of which, I am persuaded, you will ever entertain the 
roost grateful sense. 

"You will endeavour, as citizens and soldiers, to be always deserving of that public 
estimation by which you are so eminently distinguished. But I observe with peculiar 
pleasure that you are laudably ambitious of something more than human approbation. The 
desire you have expressed to join on this occasion, as formerly, in the sacred duty of prayer, 
must be regarded as a proof that you aspire to that highest of all honours — the honour which 
Cometh from God only. 

" Already have we offered, indeed, and we trust with acceptance, our humble supplications 
for His divine blessing, on receiving the Royal Standard." 

In the evening, the corps gave a ball and supper to a numerous and brilliant assembly of 
ladies at the New Inn. 
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The brunt of the training and disciplining of the corps had fallen upon Captain 
W. Byres, and the following letter addressed to the "Gentlemen Volunteers of 
Aberdeen," copied into the orderly book, and what follows, seem worthy of repro- 
duction : — 

26/^ OdoteTf 1795. 

A letter from Captain Byres, of which the following is a copy, was this day read to the 

corps, viz. : — 

Aberdeen, 26M Odo^er^ ^79S* 
Gbntlbmbn, 

Since your association in arms, had your attendance and zeal been equal, you would 

not have been inferior by this time to any corps in Britain in parade and field exercise, but as 

both your appearance and performance has met with the approbation of the first military 

characters in Scotland, I must in justice add that, while in the ranks under armSi your 

attention and obedience reflects on you the highest honour and claims my most sincere 

thanks. And in case you should ever be called on for the protection and defence of your 

fellow-citizens, I have every reason to think that you will act with honour to yourselves and 

credit to your country, which will give the greatest pleasure to your most obedient and humble 

servant 

(Signed) W. BYRES. 

Addressed to the Gentlemen Volunteers of Aberdeen. 

After which, the gentlemen of the corps unanimously voted their best thanks to Captain 
Byres for his great attention to them on all occasions, and particularly for the vast time and 
trouble he has bestowed in disciplining and parading the corps since its formation. And they 
requested Captain Bannerman to communicate to Captain Byres the high sense they entertain 
of these services accordingly. 

In order to keep up the discipline of the corps, the companies are to assemble at the 
Record Hall once a month for private practice, during the winter months, in the first Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday of every month, at eight in the morning. Captain Bannerman's 
company on Monday, Captain Symmer's company on Tuesday, and Captain Henderson's 
company on Wednesday. The sergeants to give notice to the different companies accordingly. 

In November, 1795, the corps presented an address to the King, congratulating him 
upon his escape from a recent attempt upon his life. 

In June, 1796, the corps showed its gratitude to Captain Byres in a much more 
tangible way, as the following will show : — 

The Royal Aberdeen Volunteers have presented Capt. William Byres with an el^^t 
silver tea vase, and a handsome sword, on which is engraved the following inscription: — 
** From the Aberdeen Volunteers, to Captain William Byres, in testimony of their sense of 
obligation for his attention and services to the corps, 1796." The sword was delivered by 
Major Bannerman, encircled by the volunteers, on the parade on His Majesty's birthday — on 
receiving which. Captain Byres, addressing himself to the corps, in answer to Major 
Bannerman, said — ^ Gentlemen, the present you have been pleased to make me, delivered in 
so handsome a manner, claims my grateful thanks ; but the testimony of regard and the 
approbation of so respectable a corps as the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers will ever be esteemed 
by me as the highest honour.'' 
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There are usually few incidents of an exciting nature in the life of a volunteer 
regiment, and the orderly book, though interesting in many ways, is certainly not 
thrilling, and it is intended to chronicle here only such as may be regarded as out- 
standing events in its history. The corps drilled constantly at the Record Office, in 
Gordon's Gardens, Castle Street, and on the Links, and were periodically inspected by 
the Commander of the Northern District, and occasionally by the Duke of Gordon, as 
Lord Lieutenant of the county. If one may judge by the terms of the reports and 
speeches to the corps at these inspections, the volunteers made rapid and satisfactory 
progress in acquiring a thorough proficiency in drill, ''the closeness and dexterity" 
of their firings being constantly and favourably commented upon. 

Upon ceremonial occasions they formed guards of honour, and upon occasions of 
public display — such as the King's and Queen's birthdays — the volunteers were called 
out. They marched to Castle Street " and fired three volleys with great closeness and 
dexterity, to the approbation of an immense crowd of spectators," or "with that 
dexterity and exactness that has always distinguished this patriotic corps." 

At inspections the Artillery Battery Company, as it was then called, had an oppor- 
tunity of showing its proficiency with the big guns. On these occasions the battery 
company was stationed on the right, and fired salutes from their field-pieces, and 
the reports usually go on to say "the volunteers then went through their several 
evolutions and firings in so masterly a style that the general was pleased to signify 
in the handsomest manner his entire approbation of their military appearance." 

One duty which frequently fell to the volunteers of that time was that of " standing 
on the plainstanes " upon civic or national festive occasions and firing a volley after 
each of the loyal " tosses." Upon one occasion, when the Lord Provost and Magis- 
trates were entertaining distinguished guests, the volunteers were reported to have fired 
a volley after ex^ery toast. As the toast list upon that particular occasion contained more 
than thirty toasts, one can only hope that after such enthusiasm, to say nothing of 
the exertion (there were no breech-loaders in those days), the volunteers were not 
allowed to go empty away ! Thereafter, this part of the proceedings was altered to 
firing a volley after the first nine " tosses," and, later still, after the loyal " tosses." 

The Aberdeen Volunteers of that time had opportunity of performing, if one may 
so term it, before many distinguished persons. The iron horse had not yet come, 
the stage coach was still a power in the land, and travelling was consequently more 
leisurely then than in these days of express trains with their luxuries of sleeping and 
dining cars. Aberdeen was looked upon as a desirable resting-place for the weary 
traveller, and many distinguished guests tarried on the way to rest in one of the 
numerous well-equipped hostelries in the city. Volunteering was then something new, 
and such visitors were repeatedly entertained by the volunteers being unexpectedly 
called out and put through their various exercises in their presence. 

On 7th December, 1795, there is an order written into the book, apparently by the 
major-commandant himself, and signed by him, as follows : — 

'jtA December^ I79S« 

It is the commanding officer's orders that the sergeants of the volunteers are to take the 
ordioary duty of the corps weekly in turns. They are in particular to watch over the morals 

P2 
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of the drummers, and attend and inspect them punctually every time they beat off from and 
return to the Record Hall — as they become answerable for the drummers' dress and attendance 
— and report all deficiencies to the commanding officers. 

ALEX. MOIR, M.-C. 

One naturally asks, why the drummers ? Can the drum or the beating thereof by 
any possibility have an immoral tendency? This entry is all the more curious as, with 
the exception of one unimportant order, it is the only one signed by Mr. Moir. 

The dreaded riots did occur in Aberdeen, and the foresight of the Magistrates in 
warning the volunteers to be ready was amply justified. The corps in this emergency 
justified their existence, and their prompt action at this time was an eloquent plea in 
favour of the movement. 

The following extracts speak for themselves: — 

G.O., loM March, 1796. 

Captain Bannerman has the honor to lay before the gentlemen volunteers a letter, of 

which the following is a copy, this day received by him from the Lord Provost, expressive of 

the sense entertained by the Magistrates of the services of the volunteers on occasion of the 

late riots, viz. : — 

Council Chamber, 

Aberdeen, gth March, 1796. 

Sir, 

The Magistrates of this city being impressed with a due sense of the readiness and 
alacrity with which the gentlemen of the Aberdeen Volunteers under your command gave 
their attendance and assistance in suppressing the riots which lately happened here, I beg 
leave, in name of the Magistrates, to return their sincere thanks to you and all the other 
gentlemen of the corps of volunteers for the steady and spirited conduct displayed by them 
upon that occasion, whereby they have conspicuously manifested their zeal to support the 
civil magistrate in the preservation of the public peace and good order, as well as in the 
protection of the persons and property of their fellow-citizens. 

I have only further to request that you will take the first opportunity of communicating 
this letter of thanks to the other officers, as well as to the private gentlemen of the corps, and 
that you will believe me to be, with great respect and esteem. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

GEORGE MORE, Provost. 
To Thomas Baimerman, Esq., 

Captain-Commandant of the Aberdeen Volunteers. 

The following answer was this day returned by Captain Bannerman to the Provost of 

Aberdeen's letter of thanks, viz. : — 

Aberdeen, 12 fh March, 1796. 
Mv Lord, 

I had the honor to receive and communicate to the Aberdeen Volunteers your 

letter of 9th instant. 

The gentlemen are much gratified by so honorable a mark of approbation from your 

Lordship and the Magistrates, and I am desired to assure you that the volunteers will be ready 




Thomas Bannerman, 

■nl-Celsnel, Royal Absrdcen Volunteers, 1796.1B 
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on every occasion to give every aid in their power to the civil magistrate in the suppression of 
riots and protecting the persons and property of their fellow-citizens. 

I have only further to request your Lordship and the Magistrates will accept of best 
acknowledgments from me and the other officers for the very flattering terms in which you 
have been pleased to mention both, and that you will believe I am, with much respect and 
esteem, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient and most humble servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS BANNERMAN, 

Captain, Aberdeen Volunteers. 
To the Honourable 

the Lord Provost of Aberdeen. 

In April, 1796, Alexander Moir, the major-commandant, resigned his commission. 
As a result, the following promotions and new appointments were made : — 

^^ London Gazette^* April ^th^ 1796. 

Royal Aberdeen Volunteers. 

Captain Thomas Bannerman to be major, vice Moir appointed Sheriff of Aberdeenshire ; 
Lieut Alexander Milne to be captain ; John Dingwall to be lieutenant ; Lieutenant Charles 
Bannerman to be captain ; John Ewen to be lieutenant ; Lieutenant Alexander Dauney to be 
captain; James Hadden to be lieutenant; Dr. James Shirrefs to be chaplain; Peter 
Farquharson to be adjutant ; John Watson to be quarter- master ; Dr. William Robertson to 
be surgeon. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Bannerman, merchant in Aberdeen, who now succeeded 
to the command as major, was a member of the well-known family, the Bannermans of 
Elsick. He was the second son of Alexander Bannerman, merchant in Aberdeen, and 
Margaret, eldest daughter of Thomas Burnet of Kirkhill, and grandson of Patrick 
Bannerman, the Jacobite Provost of Aberdeen in 1715, who, on presenting an address 
to James at Fetteresso from the town, ''on his arrival in his ancient kingdom of 
Scotland," was knighted. 

Thomas married, in 1779, Jean, daughter of George Simpson of Hazelhead, by 
whom he«had three sons and two daughters. His eldest son, Alexander, became M.P. 
for Aberdeen in the Reform Parliament, 1832, and occupied that position for fifteen 
years. He subsequently became Governor of Newfoundland, and latterly of Prince 
Edward Island, and had conferred upon him the honour of knighthood His town 
house is now occupied as the Royal Northern Club. 

The silhouette of Lieutenant-Colonel Bannerman is reproduced from the original 
by kind permission of his grand-daughter, Lady Reid, St. Luke's, Aberdeen. 

The first order by Major Bannerman on assuming the command is dated 22nd April, 
1796, and shows a desire to enforce a more regular attendance at drill, and lays upon 
the sergeants the responsibility of acquainting the ** gentlemen volunteers " with the 
orders. The order says: — 

Such gentlemen as from business or bad health cannot attend will please signify so to 
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the sergeants, who in future are directed on every similar occasion to make up returns of their 
respective companies, that it may be known who are to attend 

Upon 9th May the corps is called to the Record Hall at 6.30 a.m., and attendance 
is specially urged, 

that the companies may be properly sized previous to a general field-day in full uniform. 

Intimation is also given in this order of private drill at the Record Hall every 
morning from six to nine, and from six to eight in the evening, *' for such as want or 
wish for practice." The usual order as to uniform or accoutrements is " with arms 
and accoutrements, wooden drivers, and full uniform," or " with flints fixed," 

Upon the 26th of May, 1796, the major made the following pleasing intimation to 

the corps : — 

26M May^ 1796* 

Major Bannerman takes the earliest opportunity of communicating the following card, 
addressed to him from the Magistrates of Aberdeen, previous to his returning an answer : — 

The Lord Provost and Magistrates require the honor of Major Bannerman, the other 
officers, and all the gentlemen of the corps of Aberdeen Royal Volunteers, to dine with them 
in Gordon's Inn, on Saturday, 4th June next, at 4 o'clock. 

The major further requests the volunteers will parade at the Record Hall, on Wednesday 
next, at half-past five afternoon, with arms, accoutrements, wooden drivers^ and full uniform, 
for practice, previous to the parade on Saturday thereafter, being the 4th of June. 

T. BANNERMAN, Commandant. 

There does not appear to have been any necessity for urgently requesting 
attendance in this case! 

Difficulties as to seniority appear to have occurred amongst the officers, and these 
were decided by ballot, when the order was fixed as follows : — 

Captains, Lieutenants, 

Alexander Milne. Messrs. Thomas Leys. 

Charles Bannerman. Charles Gordon. 

Alexander Dauney. Alex. Brebner. 

James Hadden. 

John Ewen. 

John Dingwall. 

There was obviously an ardent desire amongst the members of the corps to perfect 
themselves in military pursuits, and that desire was shared by the commander. The 
following order, copied in full, is instructive : — 

Royal Ab£rd£en Volunteers. 1796. October 14/A. 

General Orders. 
The officers of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers being sensible of the utility of having a 
regular plan of exercise and field manoeuvres established for the corps, and having at present 
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an opportunity of obtaining the assistance of Sergeant Keith, of the Coldstream Regiment of 
Guards^ who has undertaken to attend the corps for that purpose, they have resolved, that 
as the system of manual and platoon exercise formerly practiced by the corps does not differ 
materially from the established rule of the Army^ that the Army Regulation shall in future be 
strictly adhered to, both in the field manoeuvres and manual and platoon exercise, with the 
exception only of shouldering at two motions from the order and after loading, as has been 
hitherto practised. 

It is therefore ordered that the different companies do assemble twice in the week, at the 
Record Hall or in Gordon's Garden, at eight in the morning, for practice, where Sergeant 
Keith will attend. The right company on Mondays and Thursdays, the centre company on 
Tuesday and Thursday, and the left company on Wednesday and Saturday. The officers will 
attend the drills of their respective companies for practice ; at least one officer of the company 
at drill must attend, and report to the commanding officer the number present at each drill, 
and their progress. 

It is expected the gentlemen will attend punctually twice a week, either on the days 
appointed for their respective companies, or^ if more convenient for any of them, on the days 
appointed for the other companies. The plan of exercise now estabh'shed shall be strictly 
adhered to in future, and each officer will be furnished with a card containing the whole 
manoeuvres practised by the corps. 

The drill to commence on Monday first, the 17th current. 

With a view to accomodate every individual in the corps, and to make them perfect in 
military discipline, a furlough has been obtained for Mr. Keith, who will attend every lawful 
day for private drill, at eight in the morning and three in the afternoon, at the Record Hall 
as formerly. 

Sergeant Keith's attendance is repeatedly thereafter referred to, and members are 
urged to take advantage of his services. 

On 20th November, 1796, Captain Taylor, of the Battery Company, resigned. 
Lieutenant Ar. Gibbon was promoted to be captain, and Mr. Kenneth Mackenzie 
became lieutenant. 

The following order will doubtless call forth a smile from modern volunteers : — 

Aberdeen^ \th January^ i797* 
R. Order. 

Several volunteers having lately joined the corps, whose sizes are unknown. The 

adjutant will attend to see that such gentlemen be properly sized, report the same to the 

commanding officer, and a return is hereby ordered from the different companies as soon as 

possible (to be signed by the captains) of the effectives belonging to each, in order they 

may be equalized and completed. 

We have referred to the extremely favourable reports of the inspecting officers, but, 
notwithstanding these, there undoubtedly existed a feeling — possibly prejudice — 
probably jealousy — in certain quarters against the citizen soldier, and Aberdeen 
volunteers had their fair share of this. As in the case of their successors of sixty 
years afterwards, they were scoffed at and held up to ridicule by that ubiquitous 
personage, in evidence then as now, the man in the street. The movement began 
spontaneously in 1794, and it is undoubted that the enthusiasm was then very great. 
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but possibly the constitution of this particular corps militated against its popularity: 
they accepted neither pay nor grant from Government; they paid all their own 
expenses, including uniforms, and, beyond arms, did not cost the Government 
one penny. It was, in fact, their proud boast that they, unlike other corps, served 
without pay. While this was praiseworthy in the highest degree, it tended to make 
the corps too exclusive, and consequently unpopular with the masses; the principle 
underlying their existence might truly appeal to the people, but how many, in those 
days especially, could aiford both to contribute to the general expenses of the corps 
and provide the cost of their own uniforms, etc.? It does not, therefore, appear 
surprising that, after the first burst of enthusiasm had passed away, and Britain's 
naval victories had made the risk of invasion more remote, attendance at ordinary drills 
showed signs of decline. There was possibly just a little too much of the '' gentleman 
volunteer'' about the corps, and the members may have been a trifle too independent. 
The artizan appears to have had no inducement to join the corps ; he could not afford 
the conditions, and the popularity of the movement showed unmistakable signs of being 
on the wane. The orderly book is itself ample evidence of a constant anxiety on the 
part of the commander on the subject of attendance. 

This state of matters appears to have become known to General Hamilton, the 
district commander at the time, who communicated with the Lord Provost on the 
subject. The Provost in turn passed the communication on to Major Bannerman, who 
called a meeting of the corps in the Record Hall, in January, 1797, to hear read some 
communications from the Duke of Portland and the Lord Lieutenant of the county, 
as well as communications from General Hamilton to the Lord Provost relative to the 
gentlemen volunteers, and to consider the most effectual means of discharging the 
duty they owed to the public, in case of any emergency which might render their 
services necessary. Major Bannerman, after consultation with the officers and 
committee of management of the corps, called a meeting, and the following entry 
appears in the orderly book : — 

General Orders. 

Aberdeen^ 25M January^ I797» 

The Major Commandant, by the advice and with the unanimous concurrence of the 
officers and committee of management of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, orders : — That 
there shall be a general drill every Saturday at three o'clock p.m., in the Poor's Hospital 
Garden, in undress ; and a parade of the whole corps every Sunday, in UDiform, with side 
arms only, at one pm., on the Castle Street, till further notice. And it is requested that such 
officers and gentlemen as cannot attend drill or parade will intimate the cause of their 
absence, in writing, to the captain of the company to which they belong, in order it may be 
reported to the commanding officer. The gentlemen of the battalion will keep their firelocks 
Hinted, and in the best order, so as to be always ready for service. 

The major, officers, and committee regret that the present situation of the country, joined 
to the defective attendance of many of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, obliges them to insist 
upon a strict compliance with these orders. But the corps must be sensible that, should the 
occasion of actual service arrive, the attendance of such as are not properly drilled is more 
likely to prove injurious to their friends in tlie ranks than to their enemies. 
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The press report of this meeting is deemed worthy of reproduction, and is as 
follows : — 

To the credit of this respectable corps, hardly one who has been in use to attend exercise 
and bear arms was absent ; and they unanimously resolved to hold themselves in readiness 
to attend any call of duty which they had, by the original terms of their association, under- 
taken to perform. 

It was well observed on the occasion, that while the meeting did so much honour to its 
members, by the very prompt attendance which was given upon a very short notice, // was 
somewhat extraordinary, that in Aberdeen, a city supposed to contain 20,000 inhabitants, so 
small a number should turn out in its defence ; but it was still more strange, that upwards of 
fifty names who had originally subscribed the terms of the association, had never taken arms, 
and never attended a single drill ; that several of those had much more slender pleas of 
business and want of time than many gentlemen who gave, much to their honour, a uniform 
and r^ular attendance. Among these, too, might be found many who, although they eat the 
bread of the public, showed no inclination to assist in its defence, and while they enjoyed 
the sweets of office, ungenerously left the task of preparation and duty to those who, by giving 
their disinterested services to the community, had no other object in view ; that Government, 
confident of the attachment and loyalty of the city of Aberdeen, had as early as the year 1759, 
sent 400 stand of arms, not surely to lie rusting in the store, but to be put into the hands 
of respectable citizens for common defence. Every burgess was bound by his oath of admis- 
sion to watch and ward. Why then should not this solemn tie of obligation be enforced ? 
And why, while the members of the present meeting had given a disinterested and uniform 
attendance on duty for two years, should so many, equally able, and on whom there were 
obligations equally binding, be excused ? It was therefore moved that application be made 
to the Magistrates that such burgesses as have not joined the R.A.V. be immediately called 
upon to receive arms, and qualify themselves to assist in discharging any public duty which 
the exigencies of the times, and the state of public affairs, might require ; and that such steps 
be immediately taken by the officers and standing committee of this corps as may facilitate 
the junction of such citizens as manifest a disposition to that honourable purpose. 

There was also published as part of the proceedings an eloquent and highly 
patriotic address, written by a member of the corps, to fire the enthusiasm of the 
burghers and press upon them the duties of citizenship ; and this address was highly 
approved by the corps as congenial to the principles upon which it was at first insti- 
tuted, " and upon which it is their determination that it shall be in future uniformly 
conducted.*' It was signed by the major, but the author of this interesting document 
was believed to be the well-known Mr. John Ewen. 

The reproof thus given to those members of the corps who had been volunteers 
only in name, and the republication of this patriotic address seem to have been taken 
seriously, for a time at any rate, for on Her Majesty the Queen's birthday, which 
occurred shortly after this meeting, when the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers paraded as 
usual, and "fired three volleys with that dexterity and exactness that has always 
distinguished this patriotic corps," General Hamilton " expressed his high satisfaction 
at their soldier-like appearance and discipline." The report also adds that the evening 
concluded with a very splendid and numerous assembly at ** Gordon's," which, it may 
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be necessary to explain, was the well-known inn, not the educational institution of that 
name. 

This parade was also memorable forasmuch as 

the band of music newly attached to the corps made their first public appearance. They were 
dressed in a very elegant and becoming uniform, and, considering the short time that they 
have been in training, their performance was such as to reflect much credit on Mr. Napier, by 
whom they were taught. 

This Mr. Napier may therefore be regarded as the first volunteer bandmaster in 
Aberdeen. 

It was also at the meeting above referred to that an offer was made by the corps, 
upon any emergency, to take upon them such duties as a sudden marching of the 
King*s troops might render necessary. 

The following letters speak for themselves : — 

Provost More presents compliments to Major Bannerman, and informs him that he has 
communicated to General Hamilton and likewise to the Magistrates the major's card of 
7th curt., conveying the resolutions of the Royal Volunteers on the present emeiigency. 

The Ix^rd Provost and Magistrates embrace with pleasure the opportunity of testifying to 
this most respectable corps the high sense which they entertain of their present loyal and 
spirited resolution, which certainly merits the utmost acknowledgments of the public, and 
corresponds with that alacrity and firmness which the corps has formerly evinced in support of 
the peace and good order of the city. 

Aberdeen^ Monday ^ January ^thy 1797. 

Whitehall^ January 22nd^ '797* 
Mv Lord, 

I have had the honour of laying before the King your Grace's letter of 12th inst, 

containing the very spirited offer of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers upon any emergency to 

take upon them such duties as a sudden march of the King's troops may render necessary, and 

I have received His Majesty*s commands to desire your Grace will take the earliest opportunity 

of assuring all the members of that respectable corps of the sense His Majesty entertains of 

this mark of their loyalty to him, and of their love for their country. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Grace's most obedient humble servant. 
His Grace the Duke of Gordon. PORTLAND. 



CHAPTER V. 

Royal Aberdeen Volunteers (contmuedK 

The next order (23rd February, 1797>, says, "The private gentlemen from the different 
companies for the comniittee of management will be elected in the field on Saturday 
first, for the ensuing half year.** This is the first mention of the election of a 
committee of management, but, unfortunately, the result is not given. 

On 27th May there were indications once more of a laxity in attendance, for 
the order of the day finishes off thus: — "A full attendance is expected next week, 
as no gentleman who has not attended these previous drills can be allowed to fire 
on the [King's] birthday.*^ 

An order, dated 29th June, 1797, intimates that the inspection was to be held on the 
15th of next month, and fixes a whole series of drills, morning and evening, "with 
flints fixed,** and ** wooden drivers," and concludes as follows : — 

All ye officeis are enjojned to use their best endeavours to procure full and regular 
attendance oo these drills, and to inform such gentlemen as absent themselves on this 
occaaioD (without havii^ a proper eicuse) that they will unavoidably forfeit their title to an 
eiempcioa from being balloted for in jc militia for Scotland ; and from ye hair powder tax, 
and wfaateter other privik^es are attached to their situation in this respectable corps. 

The threat as to the militia was imdoubtedly serious, but the truly awf td conse- 
qtieooes as to the hair powder tax must have had a powerful effect on the minds of 
Uie backward members of the corps. 

The inspection of the corps by Major-General Hay, on 15th July, gave the 
commandant another oppor tu nity of urging close attention to drill, and a series of 
private drills was amm^ed for mornings and evenings. 

The foilowiQg two orders must have caused quite a flutter of excitement amongst 

the lazy patriots: — 

Gexemal Orders. 

AbtnUem^ 9M August^ 1797. 

Tntriligfnre being leoehned of ye Dutch fleet having sailed ye 30th ultimo, in case His 
Majeitj^ troops shoold be ordetcd from hence, the voiunreers are requested to bold tbem- 
sehres io leadjnDes for doty when called uprjn : in :he meaniiirie. to keep their arais and 
acoontremenCs in good oidcf; flints fixed. 

Abtrdtem^ zUk Sef Umber, «797- 

The Loid VitMaaaoL Ittnag dtsutd cfaax je voSuntecn ahocld hold themselves in readf- 
nes% in CMe dieir aciiit c s sfcoald be wanted, it h ^>rdered chat :Lere be a general drill of the 
whole ooip% in ■od w e ss^ wkk ams and accootrctDCBts, voodcs dnrciy, to-nKirrov morning 
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precisely at seven. The adjutant will take care to examine and see ye arms and accoutrements 
are in good order^ and that every gentleman have a couple of good flints, and the battalion 
when ordered for duty will keep their firelocks flinted and in ye best order, and will parade 
in full uniform. Should any officer or gentlemen have occasion to leave town, they will be 
so oblidging as to acquaint ye commanding officer also ye day they return. 

But the excitement was doubtless allayed when the following order was issued : — 

Regimental Orders. 

i8M OcUder^ 1797. 

The battalion will parade at ye Record Hall, this day, at one o'clock, in order to fire 
di/eu'de-joyj in consequence of a victory gained over ye Dutch fleet by Admiral Duncan. 

Towards the middle of the year 1797, the oflFers of voluntary services of all kinds 
had become so numerous that the authorities decided to limit the raising of volunteers 
to the principal towns on the sea-coast. This decision, as soon as it was intimated, 
called forth a general expression of regret that the Government should have taken a 
step which, intentionally or otherwise, tended to check the patriotism and enthusiasm 
of the volunteers. The reason given for this step was that a plan was to be submitted 
to Parliament " for raising a further military establishment in Scotland." 

This plan was no less than the establishment of a militia system for Scotland. 
There had been no attempt to raise militia in Scotland for several generations, 
and, although the bill was duly passed by Parliament, it was the cause of much 
misconception, and some rioting took place in different parts of Scotland in con- 
nection with the enforcement of the provisions as to the ballot. But what concerns 
the present subject is that volunteers were specially exempted from the militia ballot ; 
and upon the introduction of the bill into Parliament, Mr. Dundas, the Minister for 
War, passed very high encomiums upon the people of Scotland for the manner in which 
they had pressed forward to enrol themselves as defenders of their country, and the 
persevering assiduity with which the volunteer corps had acquired a knowledge of 
military manoeuvres and discipline. 

Major Bannerman was, in September, 1797, promoted to the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel commandant, and Captain Milne to that of major, and this necessitated certain 
other alterations amongst the officers, so that ballot was again resorted to to settle the 
vexed question of seniority. The result, as recorded in the order book on 27th March, 
was as follows : — 

Lieutenants. 



James Thomson. 
VVm. Black. 



Peter Farquharson. 
Alex. More. 

Chas. Farquharson. Thomas Burnett. 

W. D. Fordyce. 



The arrangements for summer drill are detailed in an order dated 28th March, 
1798, and in the course of same the following occurs: — 

Gentlemen in ye ranks situated as above (/>., are prevented by pressure of business or 
sickness from attending drill) are to send similar intimations (written) to ye captain or com- 
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manding officer of their company, by whom regular field returns arc to lir. m;idfT, And \\u}%v 
twice returned absent without cause given will be cr>nsiflere<l non-effective, and n% hnvin^ 
relinquished ye honourable engagement they came under when they joinerl the vAir\i% ; of 
coarse they will be required to deliver up their arms. The present orinis of alarm and 
threatened invasion, as well as a due regard to ye late notification from (f<}\ctnmcn\f rtni\e.x 
ye enforcement of this resolution a measure of indispensable necessity, and, \fC%uV:%^ Ihr tArt\f% 
must be sensible that, in case of their being called on service, ye attenrlan/c of thoi^f 
unpractised in arms and military movements is likely Uf prove more detriment^il to U'wfKU 
than enemies. 

Upon the 21st of April there is an order addressed to the whole volunteer corps 
>f the county of Aberdeen, signed b>' the Lord Lieutenant himself, which is here 
'eproduced in ftdl, together with a facsimile of his Grsice*s signature: 

Ordek r&OM THE Lord LieurcifANT of Af(viiiX>zf,7i%Htkf„ 

The Lord Lieutenant feeb it incumbent upon him at ye present morr^nt/>us r.rl^^i^ u* 
address ye voluiiteer corps of ye county of Aberdeen, who have, with so mi»/;h h<>n/>r to 
themselves and advantage to their Ring ;knd country, asv^riated to pf<»,!terve its internal 
tnnquilitj and secure it from foreign invasion. The time Ls ru^yw arrived when r^>thin^ short 
of ye most v^orous^ united, and persevering effr>rt) C3kn secure as a^inst th/t Afrrce atfa/:k.^ 
of a daring insidiousy and inveterate enemy. 

To men sensible of their happiness, to point out the ^n%tr is t/> ^er;nr<^ thfiir ^rr<^ntKVw 
exertions. The volunteers, by so honourably a-ssociating, aiford su^-h ample pr<y*f fA their 
sense of ye blessings tfacy enjoy, as can leave no doubt ronceming^ rheir d**termir.ed r^^Ar-iUr^ 
with their Eves to secure them. The T-ord TJeutenant perfectly r-^i'>^ r^ rhe patriotism and /e»l 
of ye gentlemen voiunteers in the event of rheir being^ 'tailed on v, ;ir;f, hnr he Yt^.^^ I^;*^^ fo 
recoounend and strongly to ui^ their atrer.rion to di<tripline. It \% this vhirh will f n-^Wi* 
them to act on a point with effect, and irr^isrihiv : wir:-io»it it. ^verrions howrv-r * earrnesfly 
recommends attention to die drill, and a >*duious ;mremirrinfj[ at.vnd^iive ;»r ^,1 rime<» vit »p»rt 
for exercne. The Lord Lieutenant r:r>nce:ves ic wrLtittr.evvirj to ^y mor^ oi-, -his ^ubj«»/-t to 
gentlemen who must fed rfieir honour at irake, ind on -^hose i*y<*Ttions he rclien jrith 
confidence. 



Aberdemj April ii^ rxgg. 



f- '-^ 



This order wasi promfidy communicated m rhe 'wrp^. ^nd rh*» n^^vf f<»r'v /%t*dMi"4 
Contain itfgent reiiuestm to attend, and ifini^ utxvn r<^>eivin$t vr;t-feii A/o);fff1'^tion^ of 
:aute of absence. 



*'nW«r 14 tfpp^njiiii^ ^»fi ^iffifwttrkA -MTS» 
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In June, 1798, the Burgh Records show that, upon the recommendation of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bannerman, George Mearns, a member of the corps, was admitted a 
burgess of guild, '* in respect that he had been wounded in the public service." 

It would have been somewhat surprising if, even in those early days, the *' spring 
poet '' had not discovered in the volunteers a theme for the practice of his muse. Two 
examples are given. 

The first is by a young lady, " inspired by the magnificent spectacle of the Royal 
Aberdeen Volunteers on parade on the Links, along with the other corps in the city, on 
the occasion of the celebration of His Majesty's birthday in June, 1798." 

See yonder martial band in bright array. 
To celebrate the sovereign's natal day, 
In all the radiant pomp of arms they shine ; 
And ranged in order form a beauteous line ! 

See on the right the cavalry advance, 
While in the wind the waving banners dance ; 
And in the centre a brave Highland band, 
With ready movements, answer each command. 

But who are they that on the left appear. 
And, as they march, form such a steady rear? 
More graceful figures have I seldom seen, 
Than these, the Volunteers of Aberdeen. 

A corps whose beauty, order, and address. 
All must allow, and every tongue confess ; 
Their skill in arms the hardy veteran owns, 
And Scotia marks them as her favourite sons. 

Ye brave defenders of your country's right. 
Whom all must view with wonder and delight 
Accept this simple tribute justly due 
To patriot spirit and to men like you. 

May you still champion in your country's cause, 
Protect our lives, our liberties and laws ; 
Till wars subside, till warlike tumults cease, 
And Britain's sons again rejoice in peace. 

Another is as follows : — 

THE ABERDEEN VOLUNTEERS. 

I. Ye brave-hearted fellows, attend to my song, 

And ponder my words while you mix with the throng 
The subject demands both your hearts and your ears, 
While I sing what is due to our brave volunteers. 
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. 2. No sooner had France, with her wild carmognols 
Aroused the slow vengeance of free British souls, 
Than he who commands us resolved, as appears, 
To raise a new regiment of brave volunteers. 

3. Short time has elapsed since the orders went forth 
To call to their duty the sons of the north ; 

Their hearts beat with courage to join their compeers, 
Impatient to rank with our brave volunteers. 

4. Each friend to his country embarked in the cause 
Will nobly support our religion and laws ; 

And wisely united, both commons and peers 
Will frankly give aid to our brave volunteers. 

5. The young and the old, and the grave and the gay, 
Each showed his goodwill to our much favoured Hay 
While the ladies, with smiles so benignant, did cheer, 
And gladdened the heart of each brave volunteer. 

6. At last we're completed, approved we have been 
As a corps not unworthy of famed Aberdeen ; 
And may we still hold it the pride of our years 
To act with the spirit of brave volunteers. 

7. And now, my dear fellows, whom we leave behind. 
Do think on us kindly ; each make up his mind 
To join us : nay, pray do not heed the girls' tears, 
For they too will follow our brave volunteers. 

8. As onward we press to our comrades before. 

They loudly shall hail us with shouts from the shore ; 
While waving on high Britain's standard appears, 
To urge us to deeds worthy brave volunteers. 

9. When peace, with unnumbered delights in her train, 
Shall visit these much-envied regions again. 

The thoughts of return to our country so dear 
Shall enrapture the heart of each brave volunteer. 

10. The King, may God bless him and send him long life. 
And soon put an end to all faction and strife ; 
Tlien fill up your glasses and drink, with three cheers, 
A bumper to Hay and his brave volunteers. 

rhe author of the latter song was John Ewen, jeweller, Aberdeen, the reputed 
er of ^ that excellent Scottish song, *' The Boatie Rows," and himself a captain 
he Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, It was set to music by John Ross, the cele- 
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brated organist of St. PauFs Episcopal Church, Aberdeen, and published by Messrs. 
Longman & Broderip, London, 1797. — Scottish Notes and Queries, Vol. X., page 139, 
where the music is also given. 

The last order of the year 1798 is one which should have required no whip to urge 
attendance : — 

Saturday, 6th October, 1798. 

The battalion will parade on Castle Street precisely at two afternoon, in uniform, arms 
and accoutrements, flints fixed, and fire three volleys on Admiral Nelson's brilliant victory. 

In the autumn of 1798 the Government indicated an intention to raise additional 
supplementary militia in Scotland, and an act was passed empowering such action. 
Doubts had existed in some quarters as to the position of volunteers with reference to 
the ballot, and in order to make the matter quite clear the following section was^ 
included in the act: — 

In every case, where volunteer corps of infantry or cavalry raised under the acts passed 
in the 34 and 37 years of the reign of his present Majesty, or any other of the said acts, 
shall consent and agree, in manner hereinafter mentioned, when called out to place itself 
under the command of any general officer within the military district where such corps may 
be formed, to serve in any part of the said district in case of actual invasion, or of the actual 
appearance of an enemy on the coast, or of the danger of invasion being so eminent as to 
make it advisable for the Lieutenants or Deputy-Lieutenants, or any of them^ to give orders for 
the removal of cattle, corn, or other articles which may be of advantage to the enemy or useful 
to the public service, or shall consent or agree, or shall have consented or agreed to any other 
more extensive conditions of service, all and every the persons enrolled or to be enrolled, 
and serving in such corps, shall be exempted from being liable to serve personally, or to 
provide a substitute to serve in the said supplementary militia. 

Whether it was the exemption above referred to conferred upon volunteers, the 
recent attempts to land a force in Ireland, a desire to interest a class of the community 
which had taken but small part in the movement hitherto, or differences amongst the 
officers of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers as to the management of the corps, or 
probably all combined, is unknown, but it is certain that, about this time, a strong 
desire was manifested throughout the city to form an additional corps of volunteers, 
to be composed of the artizan class, upon the terms offered by Government, and 
negotiations with the Incorporated Trades had been going on for some considerable 
time past. Upon 13th February, 1797, the Conveners' Court had before it a proposal 
to form a corps among the trades for the purpose of internal defence, and the matter 
was remitted to the different deacons to lay same before the separate corporations. 
Within three days, the deacons reported lists of those who were willing to form a 
corps, and the court decided to wait on the Magistrates, and concert as to the proper 
mode of carrying the association among the trades into effect, agreeable to the 
resolution as prefixed to the lists. Unfortunately, these lists do not appear to have 
been preserved. 

It was soon apparent that this proposal, as it relieved the members of the cost of 
uniforms and equipment, found favour in the city, and accordingly Captain Alexander 
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Dauney and Lieutenant James Hadden, both of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, were 
nominated lieutenant-colonel commandant and major respectively of the new corps. 

The first list of officers was published in the Gazette of 19th January, 1799, and this 
newly-formed corps soon became numerically very strong. This defection, if it may 
be so called, caused certain alterations in the personnel of the officers of the Royal 
Aberdeen Volunteers, but beyond that, the work of the corps went on regularly as 
before. 

These alterations, dated April, 1799, were as follows: — 

ist Lieutenant John Ewen to be captain vice Dauney, appointed to the Aberdeen Light 
Infantry Volunteers. Wm. Gibbon to be ist lieutenant vice Hadden, appointed to the 
Aberdeen Light Infantry Volunteers. Wm. Byres to be ist lieutenant vice Ewen. William 
Byres to be adjutant. 

On the 7th January, 1799, Sir Ralph Abercrombie was in Aberdeen, and at his 
special request the corps paraded before him, and, in an order dated 15th January, 
the commander says : — 

The lieutenant-colonel feels it incumbent on him to repeat to the corps the recom- 
mendation which Sir Ralph Abercrombie, the Commander-in-Chief, made to him in the field 
on Monday, the 7th inst, when he was pleased to express (and in very flattering terms) his 
marked approbation of their military appearance on that occasion. His excellency added he 
hoped and trusted that the officers and gentlemen of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers would 
continue their united exertions to discipline and attention to drill in support of their honour- 
able establishment, by which alone they would secure to themselves that respectability to 
which he had the honour to bear the most cordial testimony. 

The amour propre of the corps had apparently been touched by the veteran 
Commander-in-Chief, for the complaints about non-attendance are less frequent in 
the order book; but in May members are again warned that unless they attend 
punctually they cannot possibly be exempt from the hair powder tax. 

The corps was inspected on 22nd July by Major-General Hay, and this inspection is 
important as there appears in the order book the following field return of the corps — 
the only one in existence : — 

Field Return of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, commanded bv Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bannerman, as inspfxttrd by Major-General Hay. 

Aberdeen^ 22nd July ^ '799- 




CcMnmissioned OfBcen. 



Staff Officers. 



Non commuiMoned 
Officers and Privates. 
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Sicky . 
At drill. 
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A return of absentees from a parade of 14th August also appears as follows : — 

Captains and officers commanding companies R. A. V. will please make a return of the 
names, and opposite to each the cause for being absent from the field this morning, viz. : — 



Right company, 
Right center, 

center, 

Left center, 
Left company. 



Total, 



4 

14 
8 

7 
17 

50 



in order that a more punctual attendance as well as a regular return may in future be 
enforced 

At the same parade the different companies named '*two gentlemen from each 
to represent companies in the committee " for settling accounts, also '' two from each 
company to act occasionally as sergeants/' These were as follows : — 



Companies. 
Captain Bannerman. 



Captain Leys. 



Captain Gordon. 



Captain Brebner. 



Captain Ewen. 



Sergeants, 

f John Stewart. 
IJohn Mitchell. 

( James Wildgoose. 
^Alex. Robertson. 

J George Robertson. 
iWm. Gray. 

(George Ironside. 
(George Menie. 

r Andrew Angus. 
IvVm. Ironside. 



Committee. 

George Hogarth. 
Duncan Davidson. 

John Garden. 
Geo. Craig. 

John Gordon. 
Thos. M*Combie. 

Wm. Johnston. 
James M'Hattie. 

Andrew Angus. 
Wm. Ironside. 



T. BANNERMAN, Col. Com. R,A.V. 



The above list is interesting as it gives the names of several members of the corps 
other than the officers. 

Upon the 9th September, the corps paraded by special order along with the other 
military in the city, and fired " three volleys on the glorious success of the British 
arms in Holland"; and upon this occasion the cheers were joined in by the crowd, 
"who were highly gratified by so splendid a military appearance." 

In November, it was deemed advisable to appoint a sergeant-major and a drum- 
major, and accordingly we find that "Sergeant M'Pherson is hereby appointed 
sergeant-major, and Peter Smith, drummer, to be drum-major; both to receive 
such additional allowance daily to their pay as their conduct and good behaviour 
shall be found to merit." 
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Everything seems to have gone on satisfactorily till May, 1800, when we find the 
rderly book again threatening dilatory members : — 

The days of exercise being now as few as possible, consistent with a necessary attention 
to discipline, irregular or occasional attendance only, without a justifiable excuse, can on no 
account be admitted. It will therefore be understood that every gentleman returned absent* 
unless under the circumstances already stated, will be considered in future as non-effective, 
and as having relinquished the honourable engagement he so deliberately came under when he 
joined the corps. An unavoidable attention to a r^ular but easy course of discipline renders 
the strict enforcement of this order (which must be felt by every gentleman so reasonable in 
itself) a measure of indispensable necessity. 

In this month, also. Lieutenants Byres and J. M. Watson retired, and were 
icceeded by Alex. Smith and Wm. Jamieson respectively. Major Milne died at 
idinburgh upon 19th May, and this is duly recorded in the order book, and the corps, 
s a mark of respect, attended church, '* with crape on the left arm." 

The following memorandum in connection with an order to meet and celebrate the 
ing's birthday (4th June) will commend itself to all who have any recollection of the 
>wdy scenes that used to take place in our streets upon such occasions : — 

Memorandum. 

No gentleman without full uniform is to be permitted to fall in with the corps to-morrow. 
Pouches on all occasions to be examined before the powder for the day is delivered. 

After firing, if any arms are found loaded they are to be drawn^ and on no account to be 
fired off in the streets, and all cartridges not used are to be returned. 

When parade is over, side arms to be laid aside, but officers to wear swords. 

On 29th July, Captain Charles Bannerman, as a result of the ballot, was pro- 
oted to be major, Lieutenant John Dingwall became captain, and William Carnegie 
(t lieutenant 

The next order of any importance is one from the Adjutant-GeneraFs Office, which 
copied into the book, and is as follows : — 

General Orders. 

Adjutant' Generars Office^ 
Edinburgh^ 27M December y 1800. 

In consequence of instructions which Major-General Vyse has been honoured with by 
His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief, it is the General's orders that on the first of 
January next, 1801, the new colours, upon the union of Great Britain and Ireland taking 
place upon that day, be displayed under a royal salute of artillery, and that every regiment or 
corps in Great Britain shall at the same time be under arms and fire a feu-dejoye in celebra- 
tion of this auspicious and happy event Such castles, forts, regiments, or corps as arc not yet 
in possessicm of new flags or colours are to display their old ones, and salute? or firr a 
feu-^'jcyt as above directed on the ist of January in honour of that day. 

By the General's commands, 

(Signed) ALEX. MACK AY, I). Ad. (lent. 

B 2 
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The old colours referred to had on them an emblematical wreath of the rose 
and thistle, and after 1st January, 1801, the shamrock was added. In Aberdeen they 
thriftily picked out several of the leaves of the roses and inserted shamrocks instead ! 

Upon 21st May, 1801, the officers, by order, wore crape round their left arm 
"as a mark of respect no less than a tribute justly due to the memory and meritorious 
services of Sir Ralph Abercrombie." 

Upon Monday, the 3rd August, the laggards are again called to account, and the 
following appears in the orders : — 

That every gentleman who hereafter is returned absent (without a proper excuse) shall be 
considered non-effective, as having relinquished his honorable and voluntary engagement, 
and must return his arms. 

2nd Lieutenant Alex. Smith resigned, and was succeeded, on 5th September, by 
George Hogarth. 

On 5th October the following order appears: — 

Copv. 

Aberdeen^ $tk October^ iBoi. 

The Right Hon. Mr. Dundas having signified to Major-General Hay his wish to see the 

volunteers and garrison of Aberdeen at eight o'clock to-morrow morning, begs Colonel 

Bannerman will use every endeavour to increase as much as possible the number under arms 

on this occasion. That every mark of respect may be shown by the Ro)ral Aberdeen corps 

to a person who was the original, and has been the constant patron and protector of the 

volunteer establishment. 

Orders. 

R,A,V,^ Monday Afternoon^ ^ f,m. 

In consequence of the above, the battalion will to-morrow morning, precisely at eight, 
be under arms in Castle Street, in uniform, flints fixed. 

On the morning of the 6th, accounts arrived of the preliminaries of peace being signed, 
and the line fired three volleys by battalions. 

Upon the 22nd October, the Secretary of State for War sent formal intimation 
that the preliminaries of peace had been signed, and that '* it will consequently be 
unnecessary to proceed further with the measures directed in case of invasion, but 
until the final peace is signed to continue preparations for general defence **; and upon 
the same day the corps was called together, and the terms of the circular letter 
communicated to them. 

The corps continued to drill till April or May, 1802, but a general movement of all 
regular troops, militia, fencibles, and yeomanry towards their respective bases indicated 
that the peace negotiations were progressing satisfactorily. 

Upon the 24th December, 1801, Major-Oeneral Hay resigned command of the 

Northern Military District, and in doing so, he addressed the following letter to 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bannerman : — 

Aberdeen^ 2^rd December, i8oi. 

Sir, — Altho' I have already expressed to His Grace the Lord Lieutenant the sentiments with 
which the conduct of the volunteers of the county in general has inspired me, yet as I haw 



Earn ViUMinteerim^ it. Anrnuun, (\\\ 



had mare faeanen: opuu r um ing o' oDssmai rm zsz. i.->va!T\ ath. iuiMu Nmri: ^^ t^huh ih* 
corps ID thfr city nave n-v-: scas-c li a Aruurtu I >:.ou.^- r.o: r.i •■ -.:>.: k\ t^ \ucv. m.njs ii i 
retired from tbt ronnuanc o:' th* norr:«rr disrrir- w.m.vj c\^rfs^:^l^ .iv.i n^-.u-ximi, vor. u 
communicue to the Tssp£::a.Di« rorw ov^- -wr.:^ v^i rrr>;.'ii :r?r s::-.:;m;!i:> \M:r wh],')i 
their mentoriois conduc: nar imrT-sscL xni i: ^rr-h: mt :r:: r.ifTif-^: cr.\::v.r:iiu-^r \k rrlic.-; 
that dutixif: & period o: nsarr fiv- vijTi s wnir: 1 niv: na*; lv. .-..-inriL" i. ri^nimanc in 
the distha of whicr. int u int ntsacjiusie: usert aa.- nc^ .ariSi:: :::t siijr.irs- :ip:nia.7an^-*c 
of tuiDuh Off disankr. nor an^ must o ::jaapi*-:n: ptiIc: -nnc-: itli ir:-. v. :unit— r.- na\t. 
added to tht mos: Tierseverm; ari^ni::^ :: :;k ::'-rr:: c Hitz' :ns:::i::ioi. ::it stncies: 
TegukiitT and int mos: exanuia^ OtmisaTTOz: 

I ha"^ the honoir u m -et:. 

T. Bazmtaman. Litun-lo. 
Ccinid. }w«&i ^ 

To which LJeuxiaxBxn'-CDiDn:: Banzkrrcatr rsrrlis:! — 



Sir. — I an; mnci uiniour^L aai rup-r ^^i-irr- i***.- ■:- -r-r::-fr- . i .-. :;.'.»^ j^xr 

pleased to esprea ir yoir azirr c zur. r^rL i-i :: :.- vr* iii-.:-: — ::, -^s:*- — ■ .-: ^v;.. ■ 

to the corpt of vuiimiss^ »-niC2 I liav^ inr. i"mi.'j- . .'r::.j^ -^ -^ii--; :- ••'..*■'. j^i 

who coinpose iht tainaliur nav^ m-. r-jc-jj -- ^-.'r;, ;*r-. •■.it :■ l-^*- V :h:«- 
simatioD is life, ther cbaiaci^ ic/c rrr^-Ti^:. ^r- u:: « lii:^- rf- • -.<- '^ -.r-- -r-- !:>• 

best pledge, azic u mt l thsRt o j^mrj^n,*, v:.-.. ■ li^ ^--^r •:. --.tf. .---^. ^-r* 
pleasiire to oiauixam 

We have aifmrt ^xxi^isirxi. JTjn v.r> s.- :-;i: .-••rL • •-. r:- : ■■- <■ .-- -.. vi .'. 

has made oar pnbiK dnr« iet ly:. «-•! »•:-::::_ •.■:i<-. : .:.: •;:••.■ • -^ — ^^ 

approfaaxiQn. vil isBvt uitut mr tiniti. ^ ir;-:,*:-^^- r . ii:^. .v ;- .-r - -* .-.• ^^ •>- 
which Qo lapse of timt wiL vt n'tM-. ii -r^'.^. 

lil'ith imx± la^Ks^ 3 lavt tu^ nj'^'jr^ :. *•-, -?•. 



Major-GeDeml Hacr aJK aumryMfc^t a j^tx- 



v-«. ^r ^',^,^^.' »■. ' 



■ '.«»!, 



8uitabl3' 

Upon the 27tii tmr vt Xarsi: ilft.?. tsH Ttss«' .- ^.-.*r-: . ,«. ... -v- -sr - - . ^ ...^ 
and the House of Gnffwinning '^^fa^fi^ufr tus \'Vi^'?;*9r^ . .»' :.>.; < ^ 
a circular letter vas sBuu in' Latc ^oisc" -^^-^ ^ •- > ^-^^>> 
of State, to the Lorfa T^ramnggr «? tns i,vaRLKx <-, ^'^^^..-.^ ^ ,. 

for the signal serrices piaiurtuast ii tus v.>^-?n^. i- :-.^ • 
during the lasevar. aod nrnnamui tiat' inm tr>', ^^^v --ar 
from furtber wtwinctJ^ 

In answer to a na^oeac imiL tte Asui2:Mr.-^#A»?r« '.#71;^ 



■ •• • • - -^ 
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ment, copied into the order book by the commander himself, was forwarded to that 
office upon 2ath April, 1802:— 

Return of the Names and Ranks of all the Commissioned Officers now 
serving in the corps of royal aberdeen volunteers, and who receive 
no pay, except the adjutant. 



S. 

a 

t 



Thomas Bannerman, Lt.-Co. Commd. 
Charles Bannerman, Major. 

Captains, 

Thomas Leys. 
Charles Gordon. 
Alexander Brebner. 
John Ewen. 
John Dingwall. 

Lieutenants, 

Peter Farquharson. 
Alexander More. 
Charles Farquharson. 
James Thomson. 
Wm. Black. 
Thomas Burnett. 
William Dingwall Fordyce. 
Wm. Gibbon, Junr. 
William Carnegie. 
George Hogarth, Junr. 

WiUiam Robertson, surgeon. 
James Shirrefs, chaplain. 

Quarter Master, vacant. 



I Serve without pay. 



5 Captains. 



^lo Lieutenants. 



} 



Return of the Daily Pay of the Adjutant and Non-Commissioned 

Officers. 

William Byres, adjutant, receives of daily pay .... 3/6 

NoN Commissioned Officers on Daily Pay. 

5 Sergeants, being one for each Company . i/6f := 7/9I 

5 Corporals i/aj = s/iij 

5 Drummers i/if = s/^i 



Total daily pay received by the Adjutant and Non- 
commissioned Officers as above 



»9/s} 



£^ 2/1 If 



20th April, 1802 
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Sheriff of Aberdeenshire (who had been elected their first Commandant), in terms ex{Nressi?e 
of his entire approbation of the conduct of the corps since its first formation, and of his 
attachment to many of the individuals of which it was composed. After this the corps were 
addressed by Major Bannerman (commanding in the absence of the Lieutenant-Colonel)^ who, 
in name of the officers, made offer of their best acknowledgments and good wishes to all the 
gentlemen for their uniform meritorious conduct in discharge of the patriotic engagements 
which they came under when they first associated, and which they were then about, for 
themselves, most honourably to conclude. Their respected Chaplain^ Dr. Shirrefis, then 
addressed them in terms eminently suitable to the occasion, and in a manner which, on 
bidding ih^va farewell^ did much honour to his feelings. 

These several addresses were listened to with the most profound silence, and in 
conclusion were returned with huzzas of ackowledgment by the corps, the music playing 
" God save the King." 

The battalion, being again formed into line, marched to the barrack parade on the 
Castlehill, when, after an inspection of arms and accoutrements by the officers appointed for 
that purpose, the whole were delivered into the King's store, after which the corps marched 
back to their general parade and were dismissed. 

The gentlemen of the Lieutenancy, the Magistrates, and the gentlemen privates of the 
corps soon after met in the New Inn, and partook of an entertainment to which they had been 
previously invited by Major Bannerman and the other officers of the battalion, and the evening 
was spent in a manner well becoming the occasion, and particularly gratifying to all who were 
present. 

The gentlemen of this corps associated at an early period of the war; they have now 
served upwards of seven years without pay, and have thus disinterestedly discharged their 
duty to their King and country in a manner which does them the greatest honour. 

Perhaps no circumstance could, to them, be more fortunate or flattering than that of 
their having been inspected by the late General Sir Ralph Abercromby, and at his own 
desire. This most respectable veteran passed along the ranks, examining every gentlemen in 
them with that keenness of eye so peculiar to himself. After having again come in front of 
the battalion, he addressed Colonel Bannerman in these words : — 

Sir, — I am happy in having seen your battalion: if I had not, I should have been 
deprived of an unexpected but very particular pleasure. I am not apt to flatter, sir, you will 
therefore believe me when I say that I have seen few volunteer corps equal to this, and 
certainly none to exceed them. 

Presentation. 

On Monday, the 24th June, the gentlemen of this respectable corps presented to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bannerman an elegant service of silver plate, accompanied with an address 
expressive of their esteem for his character, and approbation of his conduct as their 
commanding officer ; to which Colonel Bannerman returned an appropriate answer. 

This corps received no fewer than three stands of colours — one from the M.P. for 
the city in 1795, another from the ladies of the city in the same year, and a third, after 
reimbodiment, from the Town Council in November, 1804. The first two stands have 
fortunately been preserved ; of the third, no trace can be found. The writer had ail but 
despaired of finding any trace of these colours, when, fortunately, in the course of an 
interview with Colonel Thomas Innes of Learney, he learned that the "lost" coloiu^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Royal Aberdeen Light Infantry Volunteers. 

The necessity for another corps of volunteers to encourage the working classes to 
identify themselves with the movement seems to have been generally admitted, and 
the lead in the matter was taken by Alexander Dauney, LL.D., advocate in Aberdeen, 
professor of civil law at King*s College, and Mr. James Hadden, both prominent 
citizens, and both enthusiastic volunteers. Their experience in the Royal Aberdeen 
Volunteers, and the association with the Incorporated Trades already referred to, 
enabled them to rapidly adjust their first list of officers, and they tendered their 
services to the Crown, which were promptly accepted. 

At the request of Dr. Dauney, the Conveners* Court, on 3rd January, 1799, 
'' wishful to accommodate the Trades Volunteers," granted permission '* to enclose and 
cover in the north-east side of the court to the extent of 60 feet eastward, and in 
breadth to the gavel of the low part of the buildings," for drill purposes. 

The War Office list in the London Gazette of 19th January, 1799» contains the 
following intimation: — 

Royal Aberdeen Light Infantry Volunteers. 

Captain Alexander Dauney, from the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, to be lieutenant- 
colonel commandant. 
Lieutenant James Hadden, from the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, to be major. 

Captains of Companies : 

James Ferguson, James Littlejohn, James Middleton, Alex. Barron, John Blaikie, 
and James Chalmers. 

To be ist Lieutenants: 

Arthur Farquhar, VVm. Michie, Alex. Duncan, Alex. Hall, Alex Brown, and John 
Johnston. 

To be 2nd Lieutenants : 

Robert Spring, Thomas Duncan, James Dick, George Craig, George Smith, and 
Charles Panton. 

To be Chaplain: 

Rev. Wm. Laurence Brown. 

To be Surgeon: 

Wm. Dyce, M.D. 

To be Quarter Master: 
Thomas Duncan. 




AlexanJer IJaunt 



Barty Votunieering in Aberdeen. 
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On 11th February, this list was supplemented as follows: — 

ist Lieutenant John Johnston to be ca^itain, Alexander Duthie to be ist lieutenant, 
Charles Baird to be and heutenant 

ArtUUry Compamj: 

Francis Dodds to be lieutenanL 

Upon 8th April, the foUofwing additkios and alteratkms were giaaetted : — 

To be Cafiaims: 

William Dauney, and lieuteaam Cbaries Baird, Alex. Sfairrefs. 



To be ist Uemtemamis : 

Charles Fjfe^ Alex. Smxdu 
Spring cur JohiBtDO. 



t Thcczas DsKan. 2nd Lieutenant Robert 
zr, JiiDd Dsck vice Michie, who 



To be imd Lifuitmmmif : 

James Matthews, Geoi^e 

Smith wr Dick, Tohn Imacw 



r-. 



Liszr. viu i^/m^ Robert 
tjrjsr, Qoe rvf Bazrd. pr<>rooCed. 



To he Smk-LiaOmmmi ef 
James Haney. 

To be Emsigm : 
John ChriL 

In June, Sergeant-Maio^ Andrew AAsck was a^pcmted ad^ssam, ^f)d^ m Auifust^ 
Captain William Dauoey was prDmot ed » bit muorxid raai^jr. 



Alexander Dauney, LL-D^ the coituxaacser -J t^ut lev v.r^. waa V^rtu ^n 174^, 
and was one of the lesn^a^ local ianrjtr% dt ua * me. He vaii ^^^ ir^^f ^r>Cjp44/>os, 
viz., 1796, 1797, 1806, and \U», prcsidenc -jf :ae Socles? '^ ^^n^^j^ux mu^ v^ tt^ 
office of legal assessor to the dty of kJa/eriexsu He «aii aiJkv ^rAsM^^ ^'Z v^/ >; ksrw 
in King's Collie, but Kenoedf in iua AnmaU \sc}\ te latf i^*^ le^^t «t riiu;; ^:9k^j/>; 
of teaching any class in the hntach ^A ^£;0acjt. 'Jt v^wji t^ w-m a y^Afsm^/f t/t 
Dauney was, in Febniafy, WMr, appoioced mer-.^f^^wiK.r^ix^ -y -^le vvRify vf >-^^^<0tA^. 
He was married, and died on 1-tth iju?. '..K^ vir te^ -uv «i>i^ H^ v:^ ^^^ ^y »>^. 
first officers in the parent corpn^ the Gencemen '« vunr.5s9n lau tt^ v>s^^ n^/j^r^A s 
lieutenant in February, 1795, and a fapratn it Ji^jm. T'W Ti^sr^ « :» iiiv^'^i 'y</.^ 
erected to his memory on the ontiwir wad -^ :»e .-t^-^r <»«^«h ^^'t^'Vi ><^^'U>^, 
The portrait here reproduced belongs » a urandiifece y V' 'y»»>(i^/ ^#< ^yf^^^^m^^ 
to reproduce it was obtained lor the wrteer tv ler vvtie^ liC*' ^.^ui^A^^0'^ .>^»<4^y 
London, son of the late WiKawn naoney, admuce ^fih^^Kjitf r««A »-^ ^^'^ f^^^^.f^ 
and adopted son of Dr. Dawney. The pfsrTmr « vtsus^'wtsf v, iv^^ '^^y* y^H«w( v/ 

David Martin in 1780. 

The corps does not appear so hnse iefr 107 fVLf^v^ -'^ar v^^^.^im ih/^^*^ v^^ 0^i»^A^A 

but this may be slated as abonr M» rank and fUe. Tie v^>i( ie^iprt »A^^v^'.$^^^Uf 



\ 
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with numerous drillings and firings in what may be called its recruit stage, but 
after a certain period these were eased off slightly so as not to make the burden 
of military duty too heavy a strain upon the time of the members. As early as 
5th June, 1799, less than six months after the first of the officers had been gazetted, 
the corps was, upon the King's birthday, paraded in uniform and presented with 
its colours. The ceremony was thus described: — 

On Tuesday last the anniversary of His Majesty's birthday^ who now enters the 62nd 
year of his age, was celebrated here. The flags from the battery and from all the ships were 
hoisted in the morning. At 11.30 the Royal Aberdeen Light Infieuitry Volunteers paraded 
in Castle Street to receive their colours, but so heavy a rain fell that it was necessary to 
adjourn to the Town Hall. There were present a numerous company of ladies, the deputy- 
lieutenants and magistrates, together with the officers and as many of the corps as the hall 
could contain. The colours were delivered by Mr. Allardyce, M.P., and Provost Leys to Mrs. 
Dauney and Mrs. Hadden, who presented them to Lieutenant-Colonel Dauney. They were 
then laid across the drums and consecrated in a very apposite prayer by their chafdaio, 
Principal Brown, who afterwards addressed the officers and corps in an energetic, solemn, and 
impressive manner. The colours being then given to Lieutenants George and Robert Smith, 
the corps formed a square on the plainstones, and the colours were carried^ from the hall, 
preceded by the Lieutenant-Colonel, Captains Blaikie and Chalmers, accompanied by four 
sergeants, and marched within the square to their proper station in the regiment. The whole 
line then marched down to the Links in the following order, viz., the Windsor Foresters, 
Artillery, Ross-shire Militia, Royal Aberdeen Light Infantry Volunteers, and the Royal 
Aberdeen Volunteers. The rain, which began in the morning and had never ceased, became 
so heavy by the time the line reached the ground that it entirely frustrated every attempt at 
regular firing, and the whole, after remaining a considerable time on the field, were obliged to 
march back conipletely drenched. It was unlucky^ indeed, that the day was so particularly 
unfavourable as to spoil the effect of the most splendid military exhibition ever witnessed here. 
At 5 o'clock the magistrates and principal inhabitants met in the Town Hall, where the usual 
loyal and constitutional toasts were drunk, while a party of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers 
drawn up on the plainstones fired a volley after the principal toasts with uncommon exactness. 
The evening concluded with every becoming and festivous demonstration of joy. 

Yesterday morning, 9th June, the Royal Aberdeen Light Infantry Volunteers paraded in 
Castle Street and marched to the West Church to hear a sermon from their chaplain, after 
which they were inspected in Castle Street by General Hay, who was pleased to express his 
satisfaction at the soldierly appearance and handsome equipment of so numerous a body. 

Nothing is here said as to who gifted the colours, but although the corps is not 
specially referred to by name, it is not now open to doubt that the donor was the 
Conveners* Court of the Incorporated Trades, as the following minute testifies: — 

At a meeting of the Convener Court, sth December^ 1798. 

A letter from Dr. Dauney to the convener being read to the Court, they agree to allow 
the use of the hall to the Trades Volunteers, and resolve to present the corps with a stand of 
colours with the convener's arms^ the expense of which the Master of Hospital is hereby 
warranted to pay out of the funds, and which colours is to be returned to the Convener Court 
when the corps shall be dissolved. 
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Unfortunately the stipulation about rtniming rS: cx^kvjrs was ?^ot implomontod, 
and no trace of them can now be fouiKL A relative of !?>.-. Dauney. s::'i .ilivc, informs 
the writer that he recollects ha^-ing seen a starvi of cc^'o-r^ *r! the hA.! of Hr. Daunoy's 
house, but he has been unable to d;sco\-er what Ssca^e r: ther: after that j:ontloman*s 
death. 

Upon 23rd August. 1799. the corps> nu^Ssn^^ S?rweer 5^0 and w.V men, was 
inspected on the Links bj- Ma^or-Getseral Hay. "His exce'Iervy was pleased tii 
express, in the handsomest terrns. his ar?n?hir:c of tr-e:r appearance, steadiness, 
and forward state of discipline." "H^ repi?rt gc^s :r: t^ say that "the day was 
uncommon fine, and an immense crorvd of >r>2Ctators sex^tsed highly gratilied at the 
pleasing and interesting sight of a -urreronis ar.d ?air»6c barsi of citizens associated 
for the most honourable and praise'jrcrthy p^iLrpcesc cf i-efer^di-g their countr>" against 
hostile invasion or domestic disorder^ 

On 4th March, 1800, Adjutant ASeck g-x ths rt-t ?f .^e^tenast- In December, 
John Gordon was appointed 2nd lieutesai::!. — riace :c l^is^ms^nart Marrhews decesised, 
and Wm. Troup 2nd lieutenant, in pUce of Ge:-. Sf=n± rfiSgrvc. 

It would be more than tedious to dsXAl tf^e >:.»:j a ckr: dr.Lisgs and various 
inspections which this corps went thrrx:^ ijac n x rrTor-sez nert t:- note only 
the outstanding events in its histoo-- T:it s?»sc:a- erer^ :r whj=r: n zook part 
were the celebration of the surrender of tz:.* Ihrrr ra-*}. ani tn-jsc ae'id on 1st 
January, 1801, by order of the Com*narvVr-:n-C::-nrf. t: c^t^rtrxi-c r->c i«:Blx.tne union 
of the kingdoms of Great Britain and Irrlzv, 

At the various inspections held bj" >la;or-Gt->£ra. Hay. trit Cos^msLnder rA the 
Northern District, the corps recef\'ed nod:!:-^ "r^.t n'tt .-l^'j«s pnjih^. and at the 
inspection held on 13th October. 1800. the r:u.r:*!>srrt z.'i:r v^trr-z -At'j wcr^fcr^A zi^ wer%: 
present, 58 were absent without leave. a.->d 43 •B-'*rri i-t^^r:-: ^-^'^j^r. i»rjfLi*rb^ : and tht: 
inspecting officer certified them as ha^-ir!;; arr.v-ssd 2C v-i-j' « Kti:*^ '/. d^v^s^tline a« to 
render a constant attendance at drill for a-Tv v^^sl-Ti^ * ^n'j^r -A riv^rt :r: rrii: wet^k 
unnecessary. Upon 3rd August. 1801. whs-: 2 r£-xn?aL i** -^it ^sk-'it */ r.^iatb^'/n 
occurred, the corps volunteered to extend .ts «r-^. c^^ v, v.-^} ^sfc-r '/ Orta* i^i*j^ifi, 
or to take garrison duty in Aberdeen shoukf :x:cev%.-r: a.'-.b^. 

Upon 5th October in the same year. tI"X: v.»-^t f^prritrc vi^t 'y r***: b^>*5r^ 
bodies of regulars, militia, and volunteers vhxr^ r: t'f> \*u^^:i. r»r^;*>:^ '>f n*^ K>i«i* 
Hon. Henry Dundas, paraded before him. Or t-r^ •: **:r*r- -r^-j^jbi'^i. ; >.' V^r^r. 
1800, and 27th September, 1801— the corps -a-k* r_v;>«:rj-,^^' v. Ha Vit-^^ v^, '>>*>: 
of Gordon, and upon one occasion fJanuar>\ 1802 b^f- *:rjt ly^-: V-'v. vd* a-.f*c Y4^ir;r«».f^.»>-.k 
of the city. 

On July 19th, 1800, a number of the member* ^i-f tr^t v,f ^'i -'^Kt^KK b>;f i. »,.r^ , ^^. 
to the city by giving valuable assistance in exr^-i^, i.r. rgr i - '»:: -^^ -y ^ ^^ ^-i^^ 
fire prevented from spreading to the neighbyjnr.g r/^-'vtx v.- i >/•/: O:-^ -/ .-^ 
furniture was saved. 

The following changes in the personnel of the ofco-sri vx># ^^i*-^. '^ »>-' v.^^. ,^y; 
Captain Middleton resigned, and Lieutenant Alex- Ha:, y^-^x yr-^t^A w -a -^-^^ •• 
2nd Lieutenant Robert Smith became 1st lieutenam. auvd Mr .>^. -c '^5* -^,*k -^/^i*^. 
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2nd lieutenant xnce Leith resigned. Alex. Law and John Law were also appointed 2nd 
lieutenants. 

There was one local event of outstanding importance to the city of Aberdeen in 
which the members of this corps took part. They formed the guard of honour upon 
the occasion of laying the foundation-stone of Union Bridge on 7th July, 1801. 

On retiring from the command of the northern military district, Major-General Hay 
addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel Dauney and to Major Gerrard commanding the Old 
Aberdeen volunteers a letter similar to that addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel Banner- 
man of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, to which the following reply was sent: — 

Lieut.-Colonel Dauney and Major Gerrard have much satisfaction to repeat in this public 
manner the respectful acknowledgment of this corps to Major-General Hay for his encourag- 
ing attention and politeness on all occasions, and in particular for this last very flattering 
testimony of his approbation, deeming themselves peculiarly fortunate to have had the honour 
of acting under his more immediate auspicious observation. 

The resignation of Major-General Hay clearly indicated that the time for disband- 
ment was near. Upon 15th March, 1802, the '* corps had a field-day, when James 
Hadden, Esq., Lord Provost of Aberdeen, as first major, presented an elegant sabre, 
value ten guineas, to Lieutenant-Colonel Dauney from the officers of the corps, accom- 
panied with an address expressive of the high sense they entertained of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dauney*s exertions on behalf of the corps, and of their personal esteem for him 
as their commanding officer, and a piece of plate for Mrs. Dauney." The comment that 
one obviously makes here is, that the choice of a sabre as a gift when the war was 
over and peace proclaimed does not appear to have been very appropriate. This was 
followed by a presentation by the non-commissioned officers and privates to Adjutant 
Affleck of a service of plate, ''as a testimony of the attention he has bestowed upon the 
discipline and conduct of the regiment." The news that a definite treaty of peace had 
been signed arrived in Aberdeen upon 14th April, 1802, and the corps paraded and 
marched to the Links, where they fired a feu-de-joie in honour of the event. 

Upon Monday, the 3rd day of May, 1802, the regiment was disembodied in the 
barrack-yard, 

where they delivered up their arms and accoutrements, having served about three years and 
a half. As not unusual on such occasions, some discontent (proceeding from misinformation 
and bad advice) appeared among the men — particularly as to their accoutrements, which they 
wished to retain along with their clothing — in consequence of which the officers have thought 
proper to publish the following statement on purpose to obviate all reflections, and to show 
with what favour the corps have been treated at their expense : — 

Dr. 
Appointments and clothing for 674 non-commissioned officers and 

privates, £^S91 12 10 

Cost of accoutrements (15s. 9d. per set), helmets, &c., . . 1089 11 8 

Proportion of contingent expenses previous to August, 1801, when 

the accounts were settled, 808 o o 

£aA9S 4 6 



£iijfr Voimmieiaring im Aktrdctn. 



♦^ 



Stoppage of pay froai noihcoaioussioiKd o(ficen> ind privates Ifor 

dodiiiig, 
GovenuDent alloraioe for ditux 

Do. da for acooutrciBents (6cSL lod. per $et\ . 



Totml disbimed on the men oat of the officers' pA>\ 



117 6 a 

-;t3554 to o 
960 14 6 

-£4495 4 ^ 

Bxdoaive of the comimssion to the agent in London, which has been paid entiiely 
by the officers^ 

After the rupture with France in the beginning of 1803, and when the Govern- 
ment had called upon the volunteers to reassemble, an attempt was made to 
revive this corps, but the offers made to Government with that end in \*iew were 
declined. As the refusal to accept this offer of service caused some stir and no little 
feeling at the time, it may nut be inappropriate to briefly detail here the circumstances 
as th^ then appeared in the local press. 

Upoo 7th Aprily 1803, a meeting was held of the commandant. Dr. Dauney, 
ten captains, and fourteen lieutenants, late of the Rox-al Aberdeen Light Infantr\' 
Volunteers, and th^ resolved to make, and actually did make, an offer to the 
Government to re-embody the battalion to the extent of 400 rank and file, but '' owing 
to certain occurrences a few days afterwards, joined to the hopes that were then 
entertained of the continuance of peace/* the offer was departed from upon 25th April. 
The "occurrences'* above referred to do not appear to have been made public, but 
the parties interested evidently regretted the withdrawal of their offer. The hopes 
of the continuance of peace were illusory, and the promoters of the corps not only lost 
much valtiable time, but other corps were raised in the inter\'al. On 1 0th August, the 
same parties again made a tender of their 8er\'ices, and we are informed that *' the 
bare mention of it has brought forward, in the course of a few days, upwards of 500 
respectable citizens of Aberdeen, who agree to be embodied as volunteers in the 
staff of the above corps, and to ser\'e in any part of Great Britain.** This offer 
was transmitted to the Secretary of State for War for His Majesty *s gracious 
consideration. 

The derk to the lieutenancy, writing to the Lord Lieutenant upon 26th August, 
1803, with reference to the arrangement of the volunteer force to be allowed Tor the 
county of Aberdeen, said: ''Respecting the 400 volunteers proposed by Colonel Dauney 
and making part of the proposed arrangements, I have some reason to understand that 
his offer may not altogether coincide with the terms of Lord Hobart*s letter of the 
3rd cturentf^ This, however, your Grace will be able to determine on looking at 
his proposals. The offer made by the Provost of Aberdeen is from the principal 
inhabitants, without pay, and with the convenience of being immediately furnished with 
arms from the town's armory, consisting of 400 muskets. I deem it my duty to put 
these circumstances in your Grace's view previous to the final disposition of this force." 
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Apparently Dr. Dauney and those acting along with him could not see their way to 
modify their offer of service to suit the terms of Lord Hobart's circular letters of 
3rd and 18th August, for the offer of service was declined. The declinature does not 
seem to have passed through the hands of the clerk, as there is no note of it in the 
letter book of the period. But in a letter from the clerk to Mr, Horn of Logie, dated 
23rd September, 1803, he says : " I have the honour to communicate to you the para- 
graph of a letter written by authority of the Lord Lieutenant, dated 23rd curt, in the 
following terms : ' As Colonel Dauney's corps have declined to serve upon the terms 
contained in Lord Hobart's circulars of 3rd and 18th August, the Duke has made some 
additions to his arrangement, and, among others, added a company to Mr. Home's 
district, which will give him a corps of 200 men from Logie Dumo, KJntore, and 
Inverury.' " Up to this point, therefore, it would appear that it was in consequence 
of Dr. Dauney*s offer not being consistent with the Government terms that the oflFcr 
fell through. 

In July, 1804, the following paragraph appeared in the Aberdeen JourmU : — 

R.A.L.I.V. 

The promoters of this establishment, having held a meeting for the purpose of forwarding 
the measure recommended by Dr. Dauney (late commandant of the Royal Aberdeen Light 
Infantry Volunteers), resolved to transmit to His Grace the Lord Lieutenant an offer of service 
of a corps of riflemen or sharpshooters, which they are of opinion might be mustered to the 
number of three or four hundred men, in Aberdeen, Old Aberdeen, and the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, and to request of His Grace to forward the offer for His Majestjr's gracious con- 
sideration. In the meantime, as it would be desirable to have the number proposed to be raised 
filled up as expeditiously as possible, it is expedient that those who intend to become members 
of the corps will give in their names at Dr. Dauney's office, west-end of George Street, or to 
Mr. Ferguson at Ferguson's Square, or Mr. Anderson, Queen Street, Aberdeen ; and for Old 
Aberdeen to Mr. Stewart at the Brewery. 

Upon 22nd August the following was published : — 

We have authority to mention, for the information of those who intended to become 
members of this corps, that in answer to the offer of service transmitted to Lord Hawkesbury 
his lordship has been pleased to signify that, though he had every disposition to encourage the 
zeal and spirit of the individuals concerned in the offer, he must decline submitting to His 
Majesty at present any proposal for increasing the volunteer force of the county, the quota 
prescribed for it being already filled up ; unless, in consequence of a representation from the 
Commander-in-Chief of the forces in Scotland, Government should be led to think an 
augmentation necessary. 

Thus were the Royal Aberdeen Light Infantry Volunteers finally disposed of. 
It was felt strongly at the time that a deliberate slight was intended, but 
when it is remembered that Captain Finlason's corps had been authorised in 
addition to the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, the scarcity of arms that existed, 
and the fact that there were also two pike corps in the city, such a feeling does 
not appear to be justified. 
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The following is a list of the officers at the date when the corps \i'as disbanded : — 



Ll-CoI. Commandant — Alexr. Dauney. 
ist Major — ^James Hadden. 
snd Major — Wm. Dauney. 

Cafiiuns. 

James Chalmers, James Littlejohn, Alexr. Barron, 
James Middleton, John Blaikie, John John- 
ston, Charles Baird, Arthur Farquhar, Alexr. 
Duncan, Alex. Brown« Alex. Hall. 

1st Ueutenants. 

Alex. Duthie, Thomas Duncan, Robert Spring, 
Charles Fyfe, George Smith, sen., Charles 
Panton, John Imray, John Allan, Robert 
Caie, and Robert Smith. 



2nd Lieutenants. 

James Matthews, David Raid, George Barclay, 
Alex. Cooper, John Gordon, Wm. Troup, 
David Chalmers, Alex. Law, John Law. 

Artillery Company. 

ist Lieut. — Fras. Dodds ; Sub-Lieut. — James 

Harvey. 
Adjutant — Andrew Affleck. 
Chaplain— Rev. W. L. Brown. 
Surgeon — Wm. Dyce. 
Quartermaster — Thos. Duncan. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Old Abbrdbbn Voluntbbr Light Infantry. 

Thb records of Old Aberdeen show conclusively that the inhabitants were from early 
times accustomed to be armed by the Council for the defence of the town. 

In January, 1644, ''stent" was imposed on the citizens for 12 soldiers, and on 
2nd September 

Baillies Johne Forbes, Mr. Johne Lundie, and Mr. William Rait have acknawledgit the recept 
of threttie muskittis and bandeleiris conforme, 

and 

The said day it is appointed the toun and chanrie of Auld Abd sal be dewydit in thre 
partis, and ilk ane of theas partis dewydit sal be led owt in armes with thair bailliss, to wit, 
Mr. Williame Rait for the Chanrie, Johne Forbes from the Cross to the colledge on the dst 
pairt, Mr. Johne Lundie from the Cross to the colledge on the wast pairt, and the spittel 
boundis to be cum in diuislie betuixt Johne Forbes and Mr. John Lundie, to be excerceit and 
dreillit thre dayes in the weik, Monday, Woddinsday, and Fryday, fia this weik furth, at ten 
houris ilk day, wind and wadder serwand. 

In 1685 freemen of the burgh were ordained to furnish themselves with "ane suffi- 
cient gun, aither musket or fyre-lock, or els with ane sufficient pick.*' The standing 
** army " of Old Aberdeen in those days consisted of " four militia souldeours," and in 
1688 the whole battalion was engaged for five years. 

In consequence of ''divers outrages, thiefts and pillages, .... and also for 
the defence of the toune frome foreigne or inbred invasiones,'* it was found necessary 
shortly afterwards to augment the " army," and so we find an order that " there sail be 
ane guard nightlie within the toune, consisting of tuell armed men and ane overseer 
of each guard"; the town was divided into four equal quarters, and masters were 
appointed to see the orders of the magistrates carried out. 

At this time also an inventory was made of the town's arms, and the contents of 
the arsenal are given as follows : — 

Nyne firelock guns, ten halberts, tuo swords, and tuo banderts, with tuo militia muskets, 
tuo picks, and other tuo swords, q^^ did belong to the toune abefore. 

In the following year, for fear of invasion by the Highlandmen, the baillies and 
Council resolved to instruct the whole inhabitants to handle arms, and revive and 
augment the night guard. The following excerpts show the steps taken to accomplish 
that end: — 

Records of Old Aberdeen. 

lof A /une, 1689. 
The said day the baillies and the Councell (to the effect the inhabitants and people of Old 
Abd. may be instructed and acquainted in and with the heates and discipline of war and 
leame to handle ther armes handsomlie) have ordered, and heirby orders and ordaines that 
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Captain Mathieson was a magistrate of Old Aberdeen, but, although nominally com- 
mander as a representative of the Corporation, the corps was really under the command 
of Dr. Gerard. The reverend major-commandant was a member of a well-known 
Aberdeen family (being a son of Alexander Gerard, D.D., professor of moral 
philosophy and of divinity in Marischal College, and subsequently professor of 
theology in King's College), and was one of the ministers of Old Machar and pro- 
fessor of divinity in King's College. He published several important works of a 
theological nature, and died on 28th September, 1815, in the 56th year of his age. 
One of the two portraits of Dr. Gerard belonging to the University is here reproduced 
with permission of the University authorities. 

The corps, which was usually associated in drill and inspection with Dr. Dauney's 
corps in the new town, made its first public appearance in October, 1798, at the 
demonstrations held in the city to celebrate Nelson's victory at the battle of the Nile. 
Its debut was described as follows : — 

At one o'clock the Old Aberdeen Volunteers marched in front of the Town Hall and 
fired three volleys, which, although it was their first attempt at firing, they performed with 
great exactness. At six o'clock in the evening they returned to the same place, and, having 
fired three more volleys, they partook of an entertainment provided for them by the Provost 
and magistrates of the city. 

In June, 1799, they celebrated the King's birthday in the orthodox way by parading 
and firing three volleys, and in the evening, while the magistrates and others in the 
Town Hall, Old Aberdeen, were drinking loyal and constitutional toasts, the volunteers 
fired a volley after the principal toasts, *' with no less exactness than in the forenoon." 

Upon 27th January, 1800, the Gazette contains the following intimation : — 

Old Aberdeen Volunteer Infantry. 

Lieutenant Gilbert Gerard to be major-commandant; Robert £. Scott, ist lieutenant, 
vice Gerard ; James Gordon to be 2nd lieutenant ; John Irvine to be do. ; Rev. Skene Ogilvy 
to be chaplain. 

The command of the corps thus devolved upon Dr. Gerard. 

On 4th March, 1800, the corps was inspected by the Duke of Gordon, who expressed 
great pleasure at seeing them. 

On Monday, 25th July, 1800, the corps was formally presented with its colours 
with great ceremony, and thereafter inspected by Major-General Hay, who highly 
complimented the new corps upon its admirable appearance. 

In August, Captain Mathieson died, and Lieutenant Jack was promoted to be 
captain; 2nd Lieutenant James Gordon to be 1st lieutenant; and Mr. Robert Law 
was appointed 2nd lieutenant. 

Upon 22nd July, 1801, a similar inspection was held by General Hay, when the corps 
was similarly complimented. 

In September, the corps agreed to extend its services in case of invasion to any 
part of the United Kingdom. 

In November, 1801, the corps was inspected by General Hay, and shared the praise 
lavished by him upon the difiFerent corps inspected at this (his last) inspection. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

French Invasion Scare— Sbcond Period, 1803-08. 
Renewal op Preparations por Depbncb. 

During this brief interval of peace, Britain observed that preparations, both naval 
and military, upon a hitherto unprecedented scale were being carried on in the ports 
of both France and Holland. One hundred thousand men were in camp on the 
heights of Boulogne, and at least other 50,000 were ready at different ports— all 
trained soldiers. War-ships and transport boats of every description, to suit the 
requirements of this great armament, were being prepared with feverish haste, not only 
in the ports of France, but in the interior of the country. France declared that these 
preparations were for colonial purposes, but Britain could not afford to allow them to 
go on without making a corresponding advance on her part. Information leaked out 
that a small part of this force was intended to invade Ireland, but that the greater 
part of it was intended to strike against Britain. It would be impossible in brief 
space to give any adequate idea of the enormous extent of these preparations. M. 
Thiers, in his France under Napoleon, says that a shudder of fright ran through every 
rank in England, but he adds that '' this was not a proof of want of courage." An English 
writer represents the English people as ''not rashly undervaluing either the genius 
or resources of the great chief opposed to them, but as steadily determined, by 
all human efforts, to meet and overcome them. Not merely the navy, .... 
not merely the army, .... but chiefly and above all there arose in 1803, 
as in 1860, the indomitable spirit of the volunteers. Men of all ranks or creeds 
or classes pressed forward, eager to have arms and to be enrolled." — Stanhope's 
Pitt, IV., 79. Many have doubted the sincerity of Napoleon's designs upon this 
country, but a perusal of M. Thiers's description of these preparations, and the 
intensity with which Napoleon directed his genius and that of his best military and 
naval advisers upon every detail of the scheme, seem to show that the conquest of 
Britain had, at this period, become the dominating passion of his life. 

These hostile preparations had been watched by the British Government with 
many misgivings, and finally, upon March 16th, 1803, the King presented the following 
message to the House of Lords : — 

His Majesty thinks it necessary to acquaint the House of Lords that very considerable 
preparations are carrying on in the ports of France and Holland. He therefore judges it 
proper to take every additional means for maintaining the peace and security of his dominions. 

Though these preparations are avowedly for colonial purposes, yet, as discussions of great 
importance are now depending between His Majesty and the French Government, the result 
of which must be uncertain, he deems it proper to make this communication to the House of 
Lords as soon as possible, that, while they participate in His Majesty's earnest and invariable 
solicitude for the continuation of peace, he may rely with confidence on their concurrence in 
such measures as shall be calculated to support the honour of his crown and the essential 
interests of his people. 
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The foregoing message was immediately followed by another ordering the embodi- 
ment of the militia, and the effect upon the country was instantaneous. Offers of 
renewal of service, not only from the recently disbanded volunteer corps, but also from 
additional sources to raise new corps, poured in upon the Lords Lieutenant of the 
counties. Upon 3 1st March, 1803, the following letter to Lords Lieutenant of counties 
was made public : — 

Dmvning Street^ March 31, 1803. 
My Lord, 

The frequent references lately made to me from some of H.M. lieutenants of 

counties, in consequence of the anxiety expressed by a large proportion of volunteer corps to 

renew their engagements, have induced the King's confidential servants to consider upon what 

footing it would be advisable to place this establishment, and to determine the extent of the 

aid to be afforded by Government to those whose services H. M. may be pleased to accept. 

I convey to your lordship in the accompanying paper a general outline of the plan it is 
intended to act upon, for the purpose of your being enabled to satisfy any enquiries which may 
be made to you with regard to the sentiments of Government in this respect. 

It may be right, however, that I should intimate to your lordship that, although the actual 
state of affairs has rendered it advisable that I should make this communication at this time, 
the plan must rather be considered with reference to a pemianent system than to a situation of 
emergency. The application of it, in point of extent, to depend upon, and be regulated by 
circumstances. 

With this view, I must request of your lordship to receive and communicate to me, for 
H.M. information, any offers of service that may be made to you in the city of , 

in order that such a selection may be made as may be best calculated to give the most 
universal effect to that loyalty and public spirit by which volunteer institutions have been 
uniformly distinguished. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

HOBART. 

The following is the paper referred to in the above letter, which is of very great 
interest Volunteers will be able to compare the conditions of service in 1803 with 
those of the present time. 

Proposed Conditions of Service for Corps of Volunteer Infantry. 

Every corps receiving pay to engage to serve in the military district in which it is 
situated. 

Every officer, N.C.O., and private to take the oath of allegiance and fidelity to His 
Majesty. 

The companies to be not less than 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, i drammer, and 50 privates 
each^ with i captain, i lieutenant^ i ensign ; 2 lieutenants to the flank companies and to such 
as consist of 80 men. No company to have more than 100 privates. 

Field of&ers, in proportion to the whole number of private men in the corps, to be same 
as in the British Militia : an adjutant and sergeant-major to be allowed to corps of 300 private 
men and upwards; a sergeant-major only to corps of 150 privates to 300, one officer in every 
company, if taken from the half-pay, to have constant pay of his volunteer copnmission, not 
higher than that of captain ; if not on half-pay, but formerly a commissioned officer in the 
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military service, to have constant pay equal to the half-pay of his volunteer rank« noC Vit^m 
than that of captain, the other officers not to receive any pay, the adjutants excepted. 

When not called out on active service, the adjutants, sergeant-major, and one aci ge a a t pa 
company to be allowed constant pay as in the disembodied militia, pay (as ditenibfM|t|l 
militia) for the rest of the sergeants, and for the corporals, drummers, and privafee% ta be 
allowed for two days in the week from Ladyday to Michaelmas, and every day of mi 
each of the winter months ; but for effectives only, present under arms. 

Prk Dii£m. s. d. Pbr Diim. 




Adjutants 


6 o Sergeants 


Sergeant- Majors .... 


1 6 Corporals 


and 2s. 6d. per week in addi- 


! Drummer 
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' Private 


To be allowed for clothing : — 




Each sergeant, 


• ■ • 


Corporal, 


• • • 


Drummer, . 


• • • 


Private, 


• • • 
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and to be repeated at the end of three years. 

An annual allowance to be made to each company (exclusive of Sfjeocjf^ far 
business a general agent will be appointed by Government), namely, £2^ for 
50 private men, with an additional allowance of £s for every ten men beyond that nmai 

The whole to be clothed in red, with the sole exception of the companies of 
which are to have blue clothing. 

Field officers and adjutants to be allowed the tax for one horse eadi» and die 
officers and men to be exempted from the hair powder duty, and from being ha lto le d far tibe 
militia during their service as volunteers. 

When called out in case of actual invasion, to be paid and disciplined in all 
the regular infantry ; artillery companies to be paid as artillery when on actual aerrioe. 







The foregoing conditions as to pay of officers evidently created 
for on 21st May, 1803, a circular letter was addressed to the Lords Lieutenant olf 
counties by the Lieutenant-General commanding in North Britain on the subject^ Mub' 
enclosing an extract from a letter to him from the Right Honourable Lord Hofaaifef 
The extract is as follows : — ^ 

But as under present circumstances considerable inconvenience might aiiie fiom a ddiqr 
in forming such corps as it may be judged advisable to establish, I fed dispoaed ao far to idn 
from the original plan as to authorise you to communicate the intention of GonenunenllO: 
allow /ay to officers for the days of exercise, provided it shall in no caae be c gten ded to tboae 

of a higher rank than captain. 



Upon Nth May, 1803, the British Ambassador left Paris, and war onoe more lMt>ke 
out between the two countries. The negotiations to maintain peace were not unduly 
prolonged, but since the date of the King's speech, Britain had become pnfmr^ for 
any eventuality. Both the army and the navy had been strengthened ; the mOttia had 
been called out, and was in motion throughout the country to set frae the regulai* 



92 The History of the Aberdeen Volunteers. 



10. When on service, every man shall be subjected to regular discipline, and to the opeor 
tions of martial law, in the same manner as the regular army. 

11. Persons obtaining a certificate from the captain, allowed by two deputy-lieutenants, of 
his proficiency, excused from farther attendance on the days of exercise. 

12. No person serving under the Act to be compelled to serve out of Great Britain. 

13. On volunteer corps being formed of satisfactory numbers, in proportion to men 
enrolled for military service under this Act and under certain regulations, His Majesty may 
exempt the county or parish when formed. Such volunteer corps to be liable to much on 
invasion on the summons of the Lords Lieutenant, and to be punishable as deserten fci 
neglect 

14. Wives and families of persons enrolled to serve under this Act entitled to relief. 

15. Act to continue in force till ratification of a definite treaty of peace with His Majot/i 
enemies. 

16. When assembled, every man shall be allowed two guineas to provide himself irith 
necessaries ; and on his return^ over and above the usual fee, one guinea. 

17. The services of these corps shall be limited to the continuance of invasion. 

18. When the enemy shall be pushed into the sea^ or otherwise extenninatedj these ooips 
shall have leave to return to their respective homes. 

The foregoing provisions clearly indicate what the inhabitants of these islands must 
be prepared to face in the event of invasion being ever again threatened. 

The exemption awarded to volunteers from the militia, and the Levy en Masse Act* 
gave a strong impetus to volunteering, and, on account of the numbers who volun* 
teered, the Act was never put in force to the full extent of its provisions in this part of 
the country. 

The following advertisement shows the steps taken in the city in virtue of the Act: — 

VOLUNTEERS FOR DEFENCE OF THE 

COUNTRY. 

By James Haddeii, Esq., Lord Provost of Aberdeen, and one 
of the deputy-lieutenants for the county of Aberdeen. 
All the male inhabitants of this city between the ages of 
seventeen and fifty-five are hereby required to appear within the 
Town House on any hiwful day from this date to the 9th curt, 
betwixt the hours of ten in the morning and three in the after- 
noon, and then and there to declare, by subscribing their names 
to papers prepared for tliat purpose (in case they are not already 
enrolled, either at the Town House or in the Loyal Aberdeen 
Volunteers), whether they are willing to serve as volunteers for 
the defence of their country, in terms of the Act of Parliament 
passed the 27th July last, and also to report what arms are in 
their possession. 

JA. HADDEN, 

Provost and Deputy- Lieutenant 

N.B.— .Those who do not appear will be considered as 
unwilling to offer their services as volunteers. 
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the same book we also learn that the number of offers was much in excess of those 
accepted, and that considerable feeling existed in many districts on account of these 
offers being only partly accepted. 

The whole of Britain had indeed become an armed camp. Upon 10th August, 
1803, Mr. Sheridan proposed in the House of Commons a vote of thanks to the volun- 
teers ** for the promptitude and zeal with which at a crisis the most momentous to the 
country' they had associated themselves for its defence.*' This was unanimously 
awarded, and communicated by the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Aberdeen to the 
volunteers upon 28th August. Towards the end of the same month the Secretary for 
War issued a circular letter to the Lords Lieutenant of the counties requesting them 
to decline additional offers of military service. This decision gave rise to expressions 
of regret all over the country, and it was freely said that the '' ardour of the country 
ought not to be repressed at the present moment " ; but the energy and spirits of the 
people rose above all ministerial snubbing I The ardour was indeed great, and it is 
worthy of record that numerous instances occurred where old men — beyond the age 
limit — and young lads — below it — insisted in joining their neighbours in defence of 
their country. 

Amongst other methods adopted to spread the alarm in the event of the enemy 
appearing on the coast was that of beacons erected along the coast, and on prominent 
points inland. A system of communication by means of signal lights was established 
from the maritime parts inland, so that by means of these the alarm might be spread, 
and all might hasten to their post. In a letter, dated 28th October, 1803, to the 
Marquis of Huntly (Lieutenancy Letter Book, p. 85), there is sent a copy of the 
lieutenancy proceedings bearing reference to establishing signal posts in the north. 
The scene so admirably pictured by Sir Walter Scott in the last chapter of The 
Antiquary will readily recur to many, and it is well known that, although made to 
fit into the story, the alarm there pictured was founded upon a real incident in which 
Sir Walter himself took part. 

The Government also spent large sums of money in arming coasting vessels to 
enable them to defend themselves against privateers of the enemy. The following, 
taken from the Aberdeen Almanack of 1807, is instructive on this point: — 

Aberdeen Shipping Company's Smacks 
Trading to London. 

Armed by Government with i8-Pounder Carronades. 



Ships. 




Tons. Masters. 


Mansfield 


• 


142 Robert Moor. 


Cato 


• 


132 Alex. Nicol. 


Aberdeen Packet . 


• 


124 Wm. Robinson. 


Thetis . 


• 


107 Wm. Milne. 


Union 


• 


86 Andw. Crawford. 


Armed 


BY THE 


Company. 


London Packet » 


• 


85 James Moricew 
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London Shipping Company's Smacks. 
Armed by Government. 



Thames Packet ; Ord. 
Nelson ; Smith. 



Caledonia ; Heley. 
Commerce ; Thompson. 



In the maritime counties, arrangements were made for driving the cattle, horses, 
etc., into the interior; for killing or hamstringing of such horses as were likely to fall 
into the hands of the enemy ; for the removal of corn, etc. ; in short, every impediment 
that could inconvenience or embarrass invaders was ''to be rigidly and immediately 
enforced with all the spirit of the several Acts of Parliament.'* 

The preparations to meet the foe were thus described by a writer of the period : — 

Everything that could be done by activity and attention on the part of the Government, 
by skill and vigour on the part of our navy and our army, has been done. Our ships swarm 
upon the seas, our batteries and strong works cover the coast, but infinitely more are we 
covered and strengthened by the justice of our cause, the valour and patriotism of the people, 
by the love of freedom and of our dear country, by our hatred for the restless and remorseless 
tyrant who has sacrificed so many thousands to his immeasureable pride and insatiable 
ambition. He will find that, like the Swiss of old, we are determined to lay waste our country 
rather than let it contribute to the support of his banditti. 

During the next eighteen months instructions of various kinds were issued by the 
War Office to volunteer corps in the United Kingdom, and by the Commander-in-Chief 
in Scotland to district commanders, Lords Lieutenant of counties, volunteers, and 
magistrates, of which the following are interesting examples: — 

• December ']th^ 1803. 

Colonel J. Gordon Cumming, inspecting field officer to the district comprehending the 
counties of Kincardine, Aberdeen, Banff, Moray, and Nairn, has sent to communicate to 
officers commanding corps, troops, and companies of yeomanry and volunteer cavalry, infantry, 
and artillery within that district, the following orders, to which they will be pleased to pay the 
most exact attention, and be regulated in all applications and forms accordingly : — 

(i) Commanding officers and captains of companies will provide themselves in orderly 
books, in which all orders are to be inserted; all orders wherein the men are 
concerned are to be read to them on parade. 

(2) Monthly returns from every corps are to be sent to the ins{>ecting field officer on the 

24th of each month. « 

(3) All applications to the general officer commanding the forces in North Britain or to 

the general of the district are to be made through the inspecting field officer. 

(4) In first returns, the names, ranks, and former services of all commanding officers now 

serving in the yeomanry and volunteers are to be specified. 

(5) All applications for arms and accoutrements are to be made through the Lord 

Lieutenant of the county to the Board of Ordnance. 

(6) Applications for ammunition for exercise and practice are to be made through the 

inspecting field officer to the Board of Ordnance only. Ammunition for service to 
be drawn through the medium of the inspecting field officer from the depot under 
the orders of the general officer of the district. 
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(7) If any commandant is desirous of augmentation, or change of title» names, or datesof 
commission, application is to be made to the Lord Lieutenant of the county. 

Regulations for thr Preservation of Good Order to be Adoptbd in 
Case of Actual Invasion in Each County in Great Britain. 

August i2tk, 1804. 

The magistrates of each division of the county remaining at home to sit daily at the place 
to be appointed in each division for the purpose. 

1 o procure the trustworthy housekeepers and others to enrol themselves to serve ai 
special constables under their orders where the same has not been already done pursuant to 
the Secretary of State's circular letter of the 8th of November last. 

To be attended at the place appointed for each division by an officer of the vohmteer 
force, if any should remain in that division, and by the chief or superintendent of the spedd 
constables enrolled for that division. Such volunteer officer and chief of the special constables 
to receive and execute the orders of the magistrates in preventing and quelling disturbanoeSyki 
taking up and conveying offenders to prison, in supplying escorts for all military porposei 
required by the general or other officer left in command of the district, and in fumiriung a 
guard for the county jail or other persons if wanted. 

If, contrary to expectation, any impediment should occur in the r^ular supply of the 
different markets, every assistance to be afforded to the persons who are accustomed or who 
offered to supply them, and escorts to be granted in cases where it may be necessary fat die 
secure passage and conveyance of cattle and provisions. 

The constables within each division, assisted by patrols of volunteers, if requested, to see 
that all public-houses within the same are orderly and regularly conducted, and, if Aaa^ 
necessary by the magistrates, to be shut at such hours as they may direct, and to bring all 
unknown persons, who cannot give a satisfactory account of themselves, before the magistiatieSi 

A certain portion of the constables and volunteers in rotation to go such different routes 
in the night as shall from time to time be prescribed by the magistrates of the division, to 
whom they are to make their report every morning. 

The magistrates of each division to report daily to the lieutenant of the county or dqNity- 
lieutenant within the division appointed to receive same. 

The lieutenant or deputy-lieutenant so appointed to report all matters of importance 
immediately to the Secretary of State for the Home Department, and to the general or officer 
left in command of the district, or to the officer who shall be appointed by him mdiin tbe 
county to receive same, to whom they are to apply in case of wanting further military akL 

A^av. 30M, 1804. 

Extract of the Instructions Recommended by His Royal Highness, Commandek- 
in-Chief, for the Use of Volunteer Infantry in the United Kingdom. 

The nature of the service will require every individual being in the lightest state of equip- 
ment. Besides his arms and ammunition, each volunteer will only carry one shirt, one pair of 
shoes and stockings^ and combs and brushes. It will be essential, if possible^ that eadi 
shall start with three days' bread, 4^ lbs. In the infantry, one horse for each effective 
will be allowed, including staff, and one extra for each field officer, one per company for offioen^ 
portmanteaus. One light two-wheeled cart will be allowed for each company, but no other 



CHAPTER IX. 

Loyal Aberdeen Volunteers, or Finlason's Fenciblbs. 

Hardly had the call to arms spread over the country when an offer was made to 
the Lord Lieutenant of the county of Aberdeen to raise a regiment of volunteers, 
800 strong, by Captain William Finlason, late of the 89th Foot, and one of the deputy- 
lieutenants of Aberdeenshire for the 2nd or Deeside District. This offer was promptly 
accepted, and we are told by a writer of the period that ** already (1st June) above 300 
privates have enrolled themselves.'' 

A week later (8th June) we are informed that 

We have now the happiness to say that so great was the alacrity of the inhabitants, and so 
eager their desire to partake in this honourable service, that the battalion was completed to the 
full number of Boo men within eight days of the opening of the subscription roll, and the 
returns to that amount were sent off to the War Office on Sunday last. 

Measures will speedily be taken for embodying and disciplining the corps, and we have 
no doubt but, from the loyalty and steady attention of the men, as well as the care and experi- 
ence of their officers, they will soon become qualified to discharge the duties of their engag^ 
ment with honour to themselves and advantage to their country. 

So great was the energy displayed by Captain Finlason that, upon Saturday, the 
12th June — within two weeks from the date when the earliest enrolments were received 
— the Loyal Aberdeen Volunteers — for such was the name adopted (although they 
were popularly known as " Finlason's Fencibles") — held their first parade on the 
Links. They had not as yet received either arms or uniforms, but they were there 
and then divided into ten companies of eighty men each, and at the time it was said of 
them that " they were as fine a body of men as ever were assembled together." A 
large number of Dr. Dauney's corps joined Captain Finlason's corps, including the 
worthy Deacon Robb, George Smith, weaver, and John Milne, shoemaker, who were 
well known as local poets of no small merit. Smith was a fugleman in the corps. 

Upon Friday, 29th July, when assembled on the Links for exercise, the members of 
the corps voluntarily ofi^ered to extend their services to any part of Great Britain in 
case of invasion, or of the enemy's ships appearing on the coast. It was said at the 
time that " a genuine outburst of patriotism broke forth from every rank in loud and 
repeated huzzas, and gave testimony that this gallant offer came from the heart," and 
'' their officers must feel a pride in commanding men animated with sentiments so 
truly British." 

The Marquis of Huntly, who was at this time commanding the district, unexpectedly 
appeared at this parade. His lordship was informed what had taken place, and addressed 
them in an 

Animated and impressive speech, expressing the high satisfaction he felt in seeing so fine and 
so large a body of volunteers assembled in the district of which His Majesty had intrusted him 
with the command. His lordship said he was doubly gratified in having learned since be 
came upon the ground the gallant offer they had then made, by giving their extended 
in aid of the Government in the event of an enemy landing on our shores. 
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entertained by the colonel with porter, when both officers and men united in drinking with 
enthusiasm the following appropriate toasts proposed by the colonel, and followed by repeated 
cheers from the whole corps : — 

The King; The Duke of York and the Army; The Lord Lieutenant of the County; 
Major-General the Marquis of Huntly and the Northern Military District ; The Volunteers of 
the United Kingdom ; May unanimity prevail throughout the Empire, and an utter abhorrence 
of French principles ; Disappointment to the designs of the enemy, and destruction of the 
French Armada. 

There were also toasted the healths of all those present at the review, and the pro- 
ceedings terminated with 

An elegant dinner given in Adams's to Lord Huntly by Lieutenant-Colonel Finlason and the 
officers of the corps, at which were present the Right Honourable the E^rl of Caithness and a 
number of military officers, with the provost and magistrates, the sheriff of the county, and a 
numerous company of respectable gentlemen and public characters. 

Major-General the Marquis of Huntly issued the following battalion order: — 

Aberdeen^ November iind, 1803. 

Parole Finlason. 

The review of the Loyal Aberdeen Volunteers this day did them great honour, and their 
discipline far surpassed the most sanguine expectations of Major-General the Marquis of 
Huntly, who takes this opportunity of returning his best acknowledgments to Lt-Colond 
Finlason for the unremitting attention he has ever paid to his corps. His lordship also begs 
leave to return his warmest thanks to the officers for their great exertions in their various duties 
in the regiment and the constant support they have given to Lieutenant Colonel Finlason. The 
Marquis of Huntly was proud to see the steady and soldier-like appearance of so fine a body 
of his countrymen, and, as he knows their loyalty and zeal for the cause we are all embarked 
in, has no doubt, should the vaunting enemy make good a landing on this coast, that the Loyal 
Aberdeen Volunteers will gain the greatest credit to their officers, and to themselves immortal 
honour. 

By order, 

JOHN RAMSAY, A.D.C. 

The corps was inspected again on 2nd February, 1804, by Colonel Gordon Camming, 
and he confirmed the praise "so justly bestowed on them by the general," proving, as 
he added, " to what a respectable proportion of military reputation our brave and loyal 
volunteers can be brought in so short a time when they meet with officers who take so 
great an interest in their welfare." 

The 24th February, 1804, was truly a red letter day in the brief history of this 
patriotic corps, for on that day they 

Paraded at 1 2 o'clock for having their colours presented by Her Grace the Duchess of Gordon 
in the barrack court as the bad weather prevented the ceremony from being done in the Links, 
which was intended, in order that everyone might have an opportunity of seeing — the dis- 
appointment in which created much regret on the part of Her Grace and of the regiment At 
one o'clock, the regiment being formed into hollow square, Lieut,-Col. Livingston and Major 
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Black went to acquaint Her Grace that the regiment was ready^ and, being preceded by lo 
sergeants, they conducted Her Grace into the square, accompanied by His Grace the Duke of 
Gordon, Lord Lieutenant of the County, Lady M. Sinclair, Major-General the Marquis of 
Huntly, and the staff of the district. 

Her Grace, on entering the square, was received with presented arms and a general salute. 
Lieut. -Col Finlason then advanced towards Her Grace, who was standing between the colours 
held by the two field officers fronting the regiment. Her Grace then addressed Lieut.Col. 
Finlason, at same time presenting him with the colours. 

After Lieutenant-Colonel Finlason had replied to Her Grace, the colours were 
consecrated by Rev. Dr. Gordon, who addressed the corps, and the field officers 
then placed the colours on the drum-head, the regiment presenting arms and the 
officers saluting. 

The colours were then unfurled and given to the two ensigns, while the regiment presented 
arms and officers saluted. Col. Finlason once more addressed the corps ; thereafter the 
regiment formed into open column and marched back to the regimental parade, from whence 
the colours were lodged in form by the Grenadier company. The regiment afterwards marched 
to Drum's Aisle, where several hogsheads of porter, presented by the Ix>rd Lieutenant, were 
waiting the men, who, after drinking the healths of the Duchess of Gordon, the Ixjrd Lieutenant 
of the County, Major-General the Marquis of Huntly, and of their colonel and their officers, 
etc., were dismissed in perfect order. 

Upon Monday, June 27th, the corps entered upon a month's permanent duty in 
Aberdeen along with other volunteer corps, and upon being dismissed, they were highly 
complimented by the inspecting officer, who commented upon the fact that not a ningle 
member of the corps had during the month subjected himself to military cennure. 
During the years 1805-6, the corps was, along with the Aberdeen Pikenien after- 
mentioned, inspected six times, and upon each occasion the inspecting officer reported 
in very high terms of their efficiency. In August, 1805, they again went on garrihori 
duty, nearly 800 strong, for a period of twenty-one days. The paymaKter*H return 
shows the strength of the corps at 14th August, 1805, as follows :- - 
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Colonel's, 

Colonel Livingstone's, 
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The pay allowed volunteers while on permanent duty was as follows : — 

Per day. 



Pcidi|. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding, in 


- 


Assistant Surgeon, . 




1 • 


7|6 1 


eluding warrant men, . 


20/1 1 


Paymaster, 






9|4 


Lieutenant-Colonel, . 


• 15/" 


Sergeant-Major, 




> ■ 


i|o| 


Major, 


14/1 


Quarter-master Sergeant, 






. ,/o| 


Captains, 


9/5 


Pay-master's Clerk, . 






• iM 


Lieutenants, .... 


5/8 


Sergeants, 






• t/«f 


Ensigns, 


■ 4/« 


Corporals^ 






■ iM 


Adjutant, 


. 8/- 


Drummers and Fifers, 






• «/'i 


Quarter-master, .... 


. 5/8 


Privates, . . . . 






• '/- 


Surgeon, 


9/5 











Billet money at the rate of 9d. per week was allowed for non-commissioned officers 
and privates, and these were also allowed Id. per day for beer money. 

In November, 1805, the corps assisted in the celebration of the victory of Trafalgar, 
and contributed one day*s pay (£54 18s.) to the wounded. 

In April, 1806, the Government brought forward a " new military system," wfaidi 
seriously affected volunteers. Many corps refused to continue their services, and the 
officers resigned their commissions. The Loyal Aberdeen Volunteers met for the 
purpose of hearing the new regulations read to them by Lieutenant-Colonel Finlaaofl^ 
and he appealed to the corps, in the name of those sentiments of loyalty and public 
spirit which had all along actuated them, to unanimously consent to continue their 
services under the new regulations, '* for the support of their King and the defence 
of their country." To their credit the regiment testified their assent by three huzzai^ 
and upon the following Monday (4th August) the corps assembled for exercise, with 
the usual full attendance of about 898 rank and file. 

The corps continued to drill till 1808, when they volunteered to transfer their 
services into the newly created local militia. 

The officers at this period were as follows : — 

Lieutenant- Colonel Commanding — Wm. Finlason. 
Lieutenant' Colonel— Hay Livingstone. 
Major — Wm. Black. 

Captains, 

Charles Skene, James Roy, James Moir, Alex. Fraser, Thomas Burnett, David Chalmers, 
George Mackenzie, Henry Lumsden. 

Lieutenants, 

Thomas Sangster, William Skene, Jas. Simpson, Alex. Booth, James Turriff, Alex. Smith, 
John Brown^ Jas. Morrison, Hugh Fullerton, James Dyce, Charles Grant, Charles Baird, John 
Middleton, Robert Gibb, Jas. Spalding, Alex. Duthie, Robt. C. Grant, Alex. Abercrombie, 
James Grant, James Milne, John White. 



^ 



CHAPTER X. 

Royal Aberdeen Volunteers. 

While the Loyal Aberdeen Volunteers were already at drill, and had even offered to 
extend their services to any part of Great Britain, much speculation existed in the cit}' 
as to what had become of the Gentlemen Volunteers, who took so much credit to 
themselves for serving without pay — the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers — and this 
feeling found vent in a letter signed "Civis,*' published on 27th July, 1803, and 
addressed ''To the gentlemen who composed the late Battalion of Royal Aberdeen 
Volunteers." 

This appeal to the patriotism of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, which was 
probably written by the before-mentioned John Ewen, was slow in being responded to, 
but at last, upon 18th August, the members of the corps were called together by 
the following intimation: — 

A General Meeting of the subscribers to the Volunteer Association entered into at the 
Town House to serve without pay, is to be held in the Court Room^ tomorrow at half-past 
two o'clock, to consider of the measures which it may be necessary to adopt for carrying into 
effect the objects of the Association. 

Council Chambers, August 17, 1803. 

At this meeting, the corps resolved to offer its services again to the Lord 
Lieutenant, and to call another meeting when the answer had been received. 
Accordingly, on 21st September, another meeting was called as follows: — 

Provost Hadden requests that the subscribers to the Volunteer Association entered into 
at the Town House to serve without pay, etc., will meet at the Court Room, to-morrow at 
half-past two o'clock, when a letter from His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, accompanying one 
from the Secretary of State, in answer to their offer of service, will be communicated to the 
Meeting. 

The answer was an acceptance of the offer, and the meeting appointed a Committee 
to carry out the preliminary arrangements. Upon October 19th : — 

The Committee named by the last meeting of the gentlemen enrolled in the Volunteer 
Association for serving without pay, etc., having received an answer from His Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant respecting the proposed establishment of the corps, a general meeting of the whole 
is requested in the Court Room, this day at 2.30, to concert measures for canying into effect 
the object of the Association. 

There is, unfortunately, no information available as to the details of the measures 
proposed, nor, so far as is known, have any lists or minutes of proceedings been 
preserved, but from a letter by the Clerk to the Lieutenancy to Provost Leys, dated 




Provost Thomas Leys. 

ih= Ciiy of Al«,d«n Volunl«r~, iSo}.o5. 
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xl November, 1803, the number of volunteers is stated at 480, and the anxiety of the 
ord Lieutenant is expressed to have the names of the ofBcers recommended, *' as this 
the only thing now wanted to complete the arrangement of this force for the county." 
The effect of this letter was that a meeting was called for 10th November: — 

The Provost of Aberdeen requests a meeting in the Court House^ to-morrow at half-past 
two o'clock, of all those who by their subscriptions to the first and second enrolments, made 
offer to Government to serve as volunteers without pay, etc., and to those other inhabitants 
who may feel themselves interested in the fulfilment of that offer. 

Now it cannot but be acknowledged that the " gentlemen volunteers serving without 
ly," etc., did not show a burning zeal to resume the profession of arms in defence of 
leir country, in fact, the deliberation with which the arrangements were made, 
•llowing upon the delay in moving at all, contrasts so vividly with the energy 
splayed by Colonel Finlason in the enrolment of the Loyal Aberdeen Volunteers, as 

give colour to the view that the patriotism of these gentlemen, " serving without 
ly," etc., was of a very lukewarm description indeed. A feeling of this kind was 
idoubtedly abroad at the time, and finally, upon the very day upon which this last 
eeting was called (9th November), utterance was given to it in a letter to the Press, 
gned " Leonidas," who, amongst other things, says : — 

The delay which has taken place in organising the corps of volunteers, serviftg ivithout pay\ 
indicates a want of spirit in the young gentlemen of this city, very different from what they 
used to exhibit on similar occasions. It is more to be regretted in proportion as their services 
are now more imperiously demanded, and our situation more dangerous than at any former 
period. If there is anyone amongst us who can lay his hand on his heart and say, '* I do not 
feel interested in the future of my country, I care not whether I live a free man or a slave," 
let such a despicable character shrink back in the hour of danger; we do not ask his 
assistance ; because we know he may prove a traitor, etc., etc. 

But those who " served without pay,'' etc., were not to be fired into a white heat of 
itriotism by anonymous newspaper correspondents. One explanation of the delay is 
ven in a letter dated 5th November, 1803, written by the Clerk to the Lieutenancy to 
le Duke of Gordon, the Lord Lieutenant, to which the writer has had access. The 
erk says : — 

The original offer of service was made your Grace by Provost Hadden in compliance 
with the wishes of numerous individuals who subscribed an enrolment for that purpose, and 
as the terms of that enrolment are in some respects changed by the proposals acceded to on 
the part of Government, a new one has been set on foot. The circumstance of this being not 
yet completed has been the means of preventing the Magistrates from furnishing your Grace 
with a list of the officers. 

The letter further suggests that the list of officers for the other parts of the county 
lould be transmitted for His Majesty's approbation, as those for the town of 
berdeen '' may not be named for some days." 
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This official reminder had the desired eflFect, for upon 28rd November an advertise- 
ment announces that — 

The corps of Gentlemen Volunteers serving without pay will assemble in Gordon's 
Hospital, on Saturday next^ at eight o'clock in the morning. 

On 24th November the London Gazette contains the list of officers appointed : — 

II. Aberdbkn Regimknt. 

Lieuienapit'Colonel Commanding — Thomas Leys. 

Do. — James Hadden. 

Major — John Dingwall. 

Captains. 

Alex. Brebner, Chas. Farquharson, Gavin Hadden, Charles Gordon, Alexander More^ 
Alexander Crombie, John Ewen, Alexander Pirie. 

Lieutenants. 

John Low, George Hogarth, jun., Robert Tower, James Young, jun., Francis GordoO; 
Duncan Davidson, John Young.. William Gibbon, jun. 

Ensigns. 

Alexander Low, Robert Morrice, David Dingwall, James Hardie, James Littlejohn, Wm. 
Carnegie, Robert Abercrombie, James Young. 

Chaplain — Rev. Jas. Shirrefs, D.D. 
Surgeon — H. Macpherson, M.D. 
Quarter-master — Jas. Hardie. 

Provost Thomas Leys of Glasgoforest, lieutenant-colonel commanding the Royal 
Aberdeen Volunteers from 1803 to 1808, was provost of Aberdeen in 1797-98, and again 
in 1803-04. He was associated in business with his brother-in-law, Provost Alexander 
Brebner, and with Provost James Hadden, as partners in the business of Leys, 
Still, & Co., afterwards known as Leys, Masson, & Co., linen, thread, and cloth 
manufacturers, Gordon*s Mills, now known as Grandholm Works. It was in a 
great measure due to the foresight and ability of Provost Leys that the scheme 
for two new leading thoroughfares into the city was devised in the liberal spirit 
in which it was carried out. On the occasion of the laying of the foundation- 
stone of Union Bridge, on 7th July, 1801, Provost Dingwall, in reply to a remark by 
Alexander Allardyce, M.P., said : '' Before concluding, I cannot omit this opportunity 
of joining you (as I am sure all present will) in the just eulogium you have bestowed 
upon the exertions of my worthy predecessor, Mr. Leys, who has, by his perseverance 
and zeal, contributed so essentially to bring this work to its present advanced state.*' 

His career as a volunteer was as follows: — He became lieutenant in the Royal 
Aberdeen Volunteers on 12th May, 1795, and was a captain in 1802, when the corps was 
disbanded. When it was re-embodied in the following year he was provost of the 
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city, and it was fit and proper thar ac scnuui 
time. He accordingly biscame lutuuisaar-j-^-i.'Tc: - 
capacity till the corps u-as di s frar iiiff : . ?r:« '-^ ^c 
October, 1809, at the eary a^^c of :<:rr -r-i. 7:= 
possession of the family of laniss :f -^ear^cr 

Provost James Hadden. Ucu&tnaar-ir,tcix*= ' "T 
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Upon 1st February. 1304. :he vjt;* irks r.^r,^..^, -. >av.- 
Colonel Gordon Cummin^, -iie :-vT:xr^r:.vr ,r :-*- * r*:-^.-- 
he expressed hinweif .n :iie ' iatus««ur.>^r -;^r<r - '^'^^■'" 
appearance, and aa ieeiing .tiuc;i i&r.At:<r^'.. .-. - .^s^. -< « . i* > 
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first consideration in the place "':;* v>^w :■- ^^ '--^.v.- 
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of the King's or Queen's ^rttussi-w r r.^a^y,^. y^ ^- -. 

Upon 4th ApriU 1 804. :tie i^irT* ^r,t;«s.-T.i!jT ::-- ^^ s^. 
person of Lieutenant Francua ..^^innnr. 

The patriots of Aberdeen nacir? ;i^r^ « .-^ - **.-.• 
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2. Right platoon of The ^u>vn«»r «r ^>.»r'«^, 

3. 5th North- Britisli .^4iiifi» >inirr.;^uf^^ «' ;t..^ ^' 

4. Royal Aberdeen VoHinf^i^ru ..irnr-i-;^.*^..,. 
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5. Ist Regiment Aberdeen Volunteers, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 

Finlason. 

6. Left platoon, Gilcomston Pikemen. 

7. Two field-pieces. 

The Aberdeen Pikemen, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Tower, were 
posted at the battery as. additional gunners. 

The following is an interesting minute of the Aberdeen Town Council, which 
explains the change of name that occurred about this time : — 

2ist Septr.y 1804. 

The same day the Council, considering that many of the principal parties and other 
respectable inhabitants of this city, to the number of 480, have some time ago associated them- 
selves as a corps of volunteers for defence of the country against the attacks of any foreign 
enemy, as well as for the preservation of internal peace and good order^ under officers to be 
elected by themselves, and that since the above association was formed the members thereof 
have been put under the command of the Lord Provost as lieutenant-colonel commandant, 
and that the corps have for a considerable time past been exercising themselves in the use of 
arms, and are soon to be reviewed by the Commander-in-Chief of the Northern District, the 
Council are unanimously of opinion that the above corps of volunteers are entitled to some 
distinguished mark of regard from the Town Council as representing the community at large. 
They therefore resolve and agree to provide at the town's expense an elegant silk standard 
having the town's arms and motto embroidered thereon, and when such standard is procured 
they request the Lord Provost in the Council's name to present the same to the corps, and to 
signify to them at the same time the Council's wish that they should in future assume and use 
the name of The City of Aberdeen Volunteers. — V. 64, Fol. 165. 

The presentation took place in Castle Street upon Monday, the 5th November, 
1804, the colours being presented by Lieutenant-Colonel Leys, as provost, to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Madden. The Marquis of Huntly was present at the ceremony, 
and afterwards the corps was reviewed on the Links by His Grace, who expressed 
himself highly gratified by its soldier-like appearance and progress in discipline. 

From this time onwards the Gilcomston Pikemen hereafter noticed were associated 
with this corps on parades, inspections, and reviews, and the history of the City 
of Aberdeen Volunteers possesses few features of special interest. 

When the new military system before referred to was inaugurated in 1806, the 
members unanimously resolved to continue their services under the new regulations, 
but they continued only for a short time, for, towards the end of 1807, their accoutre- 
ments and arms, so far as belonging to the Government, were divided amongst the two 
pike corps. There seems to have been no formal disbandment as in 1802. So 
terminated the second term of service of the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, or, as they 
were latterly called, "The City of Aberdeen Volunteers," the premier corps in the 
city. Their duty had been nobly done. They had served their country efRciently and 
well during the most momentous period in British history — from 1794 to 1807 — purely 
voluntarily, and without any pecuniary aid from Government. The memory of the 
corps and its leaders deserves to be preserved with that high respect that such services 
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justly merit. They were much favoured in having the leaders of civic life of the time 
at their head, and they were, in the truest sense, the forerunners of our present great 
volunteer establishments. 

The officers at the termination of their service were as follows : — 

Lieutenant' Colonel Commanding — Thomas Leys. 
Lieutenant' Colonel — James Hadden. 
Major — Alex. Brebner. 

Captains. 

John Low, Chas. Farquharson, Gavin Hadden, Charles Gordon, Alexander More, 
Alexander Crombie, John Ewen, Alexander Pirie. 

Lieutenants. 

George Hogarth, Robert Tower, James Young, jun., Wm. Gibbon, jun., John Young, 
Francis Gordon, Duncan Davidson, Alexander Low, James Hardie. 

Ensigns. 

William Carnegie, Robert Abercrombie, James Young, Thomas Black, James Forbes, 
Joseph Hogarth. 

Chaplain— Dr. Shirrefs. 
Surgeon — H. Macpherson. 
Quarter-master — Alex. Low. 
Adjutant — Fras, Lamont. 

The rank and file numbered 566. 

The muskets and bayonets with which the corps drilled are still stored in the Town 
House, although few of our citizens, few, even, of our city fathers, know of them. 
Possibly when more space is available, those interesting relics of civic history 
may be exhibited in such a manner that the public may see, mark, and learn. 
There is much to be said for such a course being adopted, and certainly nothing for 
having them lying rusting on the rafters among the dust and cobwebs of generations. 
It may be added that the weight of musket and bayonet together is 1 1 lbs. 1 1 ozs. ! 

In bidding farewell to the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, one may note that one 
of Aberdeen's celebrated sons, Andrew Robertson, M.A., miniature painter to H.R.H. 
the Duke of Sussex, carried with him to London the enthusiasm and experience acquired 
in that corps, in which he was promoted to the important post of " fugleman." From 
his letters to John Ewen and others we learn that he proposed in 1803 to form the 
artists of London into a volunteer corps, and the proposal was enthusiastically 
supported, the Academy voting £500 towards the project. In his letters and papers, 
edited by his daughter, and published in 1895, there are some exceedingly interesting 
references to this proposal, together with a memorandum regarding it, a minute of 
meeting of artists, lists of members of the proposed corps, and rules. The offer of 
service, however, was one day too late, and the Government declined it. The disap- 
pointment of the artists was great, but, nothing daunted, Mr. Robertson, with charac- 
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teristic enthusiasm and energy, promptly associated himself with the Highland 
Volunteers in London, then in course of formation, known as the Loyal North 
Britons, and was from the start one of the most energetic, useful, and enthusiastic 
members of the regiment, having taken a leading part in its organisation and equip- 
ment. His letters, always interesting, are specially so in connection with the 
volunteer movement of this period, and his own activity in it. This corps, which 
was commanded first by Lord Reay, and latterly by H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex, was 
disbanded in June, 1814, and the regimental orders, addressed to "Captain Robertson,*' 
are given on pages 176-177 of the " Letters." 

It is probable that this Highland corps of Loyal North Britons, in the organisation 
of which our distinguished townsman had so large a share, was the predecessor of that 
fine regiment of to-day, *'The London Scottish.*' If so, it is a rather curious and 
interesting circumstance that this corps should, to a certain extent, be now associated 
with the ** Gordons,** in respect that the staff is supplied from the Gordon Highlanders, 
and that during the late South African War a portion of those of the London Scottish 
who volunteered for active service were attached to the Gordon Volunteer Service 
Companies, and members of both battalions fought and bled for their country side 1^ 
side on the trackless veldt. ^See Chapter on the Service Companies.) 



CHAPTER XL 
Pike Corps. 

(1) GiLCOMSTON PiKEMEN. 

Onb naturally asks, when the musket had already become the power in warfare, 
why this body chose to go back to the weapons of mediaeval times, and wield 
the pike instead of the modern weapon. The explanation is not far to seek. The 
volunteer movement of 1803 became so widespread, and the demand for equipment 
80 general, that the Government could not possibly supply either arms or uniforms, 
and there was a general outcry, particularly in inland districts, about the manner in 
which the patriotic feelings of the people were being repressed in consequence of the 
delay of the Government in furnishing the needful accoutrements. 

In many places the people took the matter into their own hands, and formed bodies 
of '' pikemen " for the purpose of obtaining the necessary training. Aberdeen was one 
of the places where the supply of arms was not equal to the demand, and accordingly, 
in what was then the outlying district of Gilcomston, a desire was expressed to 
form a corps of volunteers quite distinct from the other corps in the city. 

A meeting of the inhabitants of Gilcomston and its vicinity was held in the Chapel 
of Ease, upon Friday, 19th August, 1803, and they there and then agreed to oflFer a 
corps of volunteers from that part of the parish of Old Machar, to consist of not less 
than three companies of sixty privates each, and at the same time they tendered to 
Government all their horses, carriages, and servants in case of invasion. This 
offer was immediately transmitted to the Lord Lieutenant of the county and accepted. 
The uniform adopted was the same as Finlason's Fencibles. 

Many similar offers having been received, the Government published for the use of 
these corps a set of pike exercises, which will be read by volunteers of to-day with 
interest and curiosity. These are as follows : — 

Pike Exercise. 
March, wheel, face to the right and left as a company of infantry. 

1. Handle pike, — The pike rests on the ground, the right hand grasping it gently and 

hanging down easy. 

2. Shoulder pike, — The pike is brought immediately across the body and thrown with ease 

on the left shoulder, seizing the pike with the left hand, the right hand quitting it 
and dropping down to the right thigh. 

3. Present pike, — Seize the pike with the left hand, bringing it to the poise, then bringing 

the pike down with a quick motion as low as the right hand will permit with ease, 
drawing the right foot back so that the hollow may touch the left heel. 

4. Skmdderpike. — Bring the pike to its proper place on the left shoulder, the right hand 

qnittii^ it and duoppii^ to first position. 
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5. Charge pike, — Throw the pike across the body, bringing it to a horizontal position, the 

right hand firmly grasping it resting on the hip, making a half face to the right. 

6. Shoulder pike, — Attention to the front and proceed as in motion 2. 

7. Receive the charge,— Fact to the right, seize the pike with the right hand, bringing it 

across the body, and bring body to the ground, supporting by the right foot 
and stepping out the left foot, the left elbow on the left knee, grasping the pike 
most firmly, bringing it to a level with a horse's chest ; the rear ranks doing the 
same between the intervals of the front. 

8. Receive pike,— Bring the pike smartly to the poise, waiting the word "Shoulder." 

9. Ground pike, — Make a half face to the right, step out with the left foot so as to allow 

the pike with ease to the ground. 

10. Take up pike, — Reverse the above motion. 

11. Trail pike, — Carrying the pike with ease in the right hand. 

12. Slope pike, — Carrying pike in an easy position, resting on the left shoulder obliquely. 

These two last motions are for easing the men in marching, either of which you with ease 
come to the shoulder. 

Officers were soon elected and gazetted, the first being : — 

Captain Commandant — James Chalmers. 
Captain —William Paterson. 
Lieutenants— ]o\iXi Rae, John Cadenhead, jun. 
Ensigns — Andrew Milne, John Cowie. 
Chaplain — James Kidd, D.D. 

This corps, which numbered 150 or thereby, paraded, and was usually inspected 
along with the Royal Aberdeen Volunteers. 

James Chalmers, the captain commandant of the Gilcomston Pikemen, was a son 
of James Chalmers, printer and publisher, Aberdeen, the founder of the Aberdeen 
Journal, He was born in 1741, and was educated at Marischal College, Aberdeen. He 
succeeded his father as proprietor and editor of that paper, and in 1771 he commenced 
the Aberdeen Almanac, which has been published annually ever since. One of the 
outstanding events in his history was his meeting, in 1787, in the printing office of 
the Aberdeen Journal, with Burns and Bishop John Skinner (son of the author of 
Tullochgorum), Burns himself, referring to this interview, described him as 
"Mr. Chalmers, printer, a facetious fellow." He was a member of the Volunteer 
Association in 1778, and was one of the signatories to the memorial to the Town 
Council on the subject in that year. In 1799 he attached himself to Dr. Dauney's 
corps and served with it as a captain till its disbandment in 1802. In the following 
year he was the leading spirit in the formation of the Gilcomston Pikemen, which he 
probably equipped at his own cost and commanded till they were transferred to the 5th 
regiment, local militia, in which he became a captain. He died in June, 1810, and is 
buried in St. Nicholas Churchyard. The accompanying portrait is from a painting by 
Findlater, belonging to D. M. A. Chalmers, Esq., advocate, Beaconhill, Aberdeen. 

The first inspection of the pikemen was on 1st February, 1804, within the gardeof 
of Gordon's Hospital, by Colonel Gordon Gumming, who expressed himself a« 
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respectability, and he regularly attended the club*s dinners till the year 1812. — (Journals 
of the County Club, 1718-1876.) He was a liberal contributor to the Defence Fund, 
and probably bore the expense of equipment of the volunteer corps of pikemen, with 
which his name was associated as commander. In 1806, he was elected M.P. for 
Berwick-on-Tweed, but as this Parliament lasted only six weeks, he did not long enjoy 
the honour. He was made a burgess of Aberdeen on 27th September, 1808. When, 
in 1808, the volunteers gave place to the local militia. Colonel Tower became lieutenant- 
colonel commandant of the 5th regiment, whose headquarters were along with the 
1st regiment, at Aberdeen. Colonel Tower, who was unmarried, died on 20th Februarj', 
1813, and was buried in Saint Nicholas Churchyard, Aberdeen. The portrait here 
reproduced represents him in civilian dress, and is from a very fine painting by Sir 
Henry Raeburn, in the possession of a grandniece of Colonel Tower — Mrs. Gumming, 
Sluievannachie, Forfar. There is another portrait of the colonel, in uniform, in the 
possession of his grandnephew, Major Alexander Tower Robertson, Tweedmouth 
House, Berwick-on-Tweed. His sword was also preserved there till 1872, when it was 
stolen by a burglar. 

On 7th September, 1804, the following lieutenants were gazetted: — 

I St Lieutenant — Alex. Forbes. 

2nd Lieutenants — John Younghusband, Alex. Innes, James Mitcalf, Wm. Stephen. 

This corps, which throughout numbered about 400, attached itself to Colonel Finlason*s 
corps, and drilled along with it, although occasionally the whole corps in the city 
were inspected and reviewed together, and it is of interest to artillery volunteers of 
the present day to note that at inspections and reviews, when the big guns were 
exercised, part of this corps was invariably detached to act as additional gunners. 
The explanation of this is probably to be found in the fact that two of their officers 
were, either then or formerly, officers of the artillery company attached to the Ro>'al 
Aberdeen Volunteers, viz., Captains Alex, and Arthur Gibbon. 

In August, the corps was inspected by Brigadier-General Gordon, and was 
highly complimented upon its appearance. Similar reports of inspections were 
made in February, April, May, and July. On 31st May, the inspecting officer issued 
the following order : — 

The Footdee Corps of Pikemen were remarkably clean, and looked extremely well 
They went through the pike exercises very correctly, and marched and wheeled with greater 
accuracy than could be looked for in a corps so recently embodied, and which has hitherto 
been without an adjutant. 

Why should their cleanliness be specially commented upon ? 

The corps, in 1806, numbering 325 men, decided to continue service under the new 
conditions laid down by Government, and on 4th November, 1807, it was intimated 
that " His Majesty has been pleased to order that the battalion of pikemen under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Tower shall in future be denominated ' the 'Aberdeen 
Light Infantry Volunteers,' and shall use muskets instead of pikes," 
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On Wednesday, 27th June, 1808, the new Local Militia Act having passed, this 
corps transferred its services to the new body, and so ceased to be volunteers ; they 
became part of the 5th regiment of local militia. 

The names of the officers at this period were : — 

Lieutenani' Colonel Commandant — Alexander Tower. 

Major — George Storey. 

Captains — Alexander Gibbon, Arthur Gibbon, John Gill, Alex. Hall, James Buchan. 

ist Lieutenants — Alex. Fiddes, J. Younghusband, Wm. Stephen, James Ross, Charles Fyfe. 

2nd Lieutenants — Leslie Cruickshank, John Byres, Alex. Walker. 

Adjutant — John Emslie 

Note. — ^This corps possessed neither spiritual nor medical officers ! 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Counties of Arbrdbbn, Banff, and Kincardine, 1794-1802. 

Hitherto we have only (except as to voluntary enrolments) dealt with the city 
volunteers, but we now come to deal with the various corps or companies of volun- 
teers throughout the townships, villages, and districts in the three counties, the 
volunteers of which now form the different battalions of the Volunteer Gordon 
Highlanders. 

The information about these is unfortunately somewhat meagre, but what there is 
readily divides into two distinct periods, viz., 1794 to 1802, and 1803 to 1808. It is 
proposed here to adopt that division, and take each county, giving the different corps 
raised, along with notes of any special events connected with each which seem to 
deserve attention. It would be more than tedious to detail the constant changes in 
the personnel of the officers, or the occurrence of parades, inspections, and reviews, 
which at this period were very frequent, and accordingly this has not been done. 

It may be stated, as a general proposition applicable to all the corps, that their 
services were originally tendered for their own particular district only, but that they 
subsequently volunteered to extend these — first to the whole northern military district, 
and latterly, in case of invasion or the appearance of a hostile fleet on the coast, to 
wherever the requirements of the service should call them. During the second period, 
also, the greater number of these corps voluntarily entered upon garrison duty, in 
order to facilitate their training, for periods of from seven days to one calendar month 
each year ; and there can be no doubt that these garrison experiences were of ver}' 
great value to the citizen soldier, and probably weighed materially with the Govern- 
ment in formulating the proposals as to the local militia before referred to. 

In a former chapter we mentioned the lavish praise bestowed by inspecting officers 
upon the Aberdeen corps. Similar praise was unstintingly awarded to the county 
corps, many of which, without arms or uniforms, and without the benefit of profes- 
sional instruction, turned out to drill at all times and seasons ; this was 
undoubtedly commendable in the highest degree, and weighed with the inspecting 
officers in framing their reports. That these corps could have been greatly aug- 
mented, too, there can be no doubt, for the expressions of regret and disappointment 
that were evoked on all sides when the King's wish was made public in 1797, that the 
raising of infantry volunteer corps was to be confined to the larger maritime towns, 
were too widespread to be other than sincere. The wonder rather was, after such 
a cold douche, not that the movement did not die out altogether, but that, after the 
rupture with France in 1803, it should have sprung again into existence with such 
spontaneity : nothing but a real love of country and a strong sense of duty could have 
had, in such circumstances, so marvellous an effect. 

The different county authorities at an early date resolved to take steps for the 
defence of their respective counties, and the resolutions of each of these were, 
generally speaking, (1) to raise money for the internal defence of the county, and 
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(2) to apply part towards raising and equipping volunteer corps. A considerable 
portion of the money so raised was also expended in providing bounties to \x>lunteers 
for the different fencible regiments raised about this time, as already described. 

The first action of the county of Aberdeen was to equip the artillery in the city for 
coast defence, and the same policy was pursued with the various artillery corps 
throughout the county. 

Peterhead, 1795-1802. 

Peterhead, as early as March, 1795, showed its enthusiasm in a thoroughly practical 
way. The inhabitants resolved to form two companies of volunteers, one to be called 
the infantry company and the other the battery company. The numbers required for 
the first were completed in one day, and when the lists were opened for the battery 
company the requisite number was obtained in less than two hours. It was reported 
at the time (March, 1795) that "many fine fellows who offered themselves, and were 
obliged to be refused on account of the corps being full, were very much disappointed.** 
Officers were appointed, and duly gazetted on 8th April, 1795, as follows : — 

Infantry Company. 

Captain — John Hutchison. 

Lieutenants — Alexander Ellas and Donald Mcintosh. 

Battery Company. 

Captain — William Ferguson. 

Lieutenants — James Hutchison and James Arbuthnot. 

In the following year an additional company was formed, of which Lieutenant 
Alexander Biles was appointed captain, and, along with additional officers, gazetted on 
21 St December, 1796, as follows :— 

Captain — Lieutenant Alexander Elles. 

Lieutenants — T. Arbuthnot, T. Robertson, Gilbert Alexander, and John Forbes. 

Adjutant — James Forbes. 

Quarter-master — Gilbert Alexander. 

Agent — Mr. Lawrie, John Street, Adelphi. 

These companies, in March, 1797, were placed under the command of a major 
commandant, this officer being Mr. John Ramsay, and in the same month had the 
honour of being reviewed by the Duke of Gordon and the Marquis of Huntly, who 
expressed their approbation of the efficiency of the corps, both in field exercises 
and in the exercise of firing the great guns. Immediately before said review, the corps 
was presented with colours by Mr. Arbuthnot, deputy-lieutenant of the county, on 
behalf of the ladies of Peterhead, which were consecrated by the Rev. Dr. George 
Moir, minister of the Established Church. Upon this occasion, while the officerH of 
both fencible and volunteer corps were dining with the Marquis, the volunteers 
accompanied the drinking of each toast with a discharge of field-pieces, which 
they had placed before the inn. 
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The Peterhead volunteers are credited with having manned the battery and beaten 
ofF a French privateer, the guns being laid by Captain William Ferguson, who had 
formerly been a naval officer. — {Records of the Buchan Rifles^ page 5.) 

The corps continued to serve till the Peace of Amiens, in 1802. At that time the 
officers were as under : — 

Major Commandant — ^John Ramsay. 

Captains — John Hutchison, Alexander EUes, and D. M'Intosh. 

Lieutenants, 

James Forbes, Gilbert Alexander, Thos. Robertson, Wm. Forbes, Alexander RobertsoOi 
George Forbes. 

Adjutant — James Forbes. 
Quarter-master — Jas. Robertson. 

Artillery Company. 

Captain — Wm. Ferguson. 

Lieutenants — James Arbuthnot, James Hutchison. 

Fraserburgh. 

This corps was formed in the autumn of 1796, and the officers were gazetted in 
February, 1 797 : — 

Captain Commandant — William Troup, i6th Feby., 1797. 

I St Lieutenant— Alexander Patton, i6th Feby., 1797. 

2tul Lieutenants — George Gordon and William Kelman, i6th Feby., 1797. 

Agent — Mr. Carstairs^ Abchurch Lane. 

Captain Troup, who was formerly of the Bast India Company's service, died upon 
23rd July, 1800, and was buried in Fraserburgh Churchyard with military honours. 
He was succeeded, on 2nd October, 1800, by Captain William Fraser. 

In May, 1798, the corps agreed to extend its services over the whole northern 
military district, and in 1800, along with the Rosehearty corps, offered to assist 
the local authority in transporting grain, etc., or in suppressing riots. 

The corps was disembodied in 1802, and on that occasion it agreed to tender its 
services again if they should be required. With the exception of the appointment of 
Captain Fraser to the command, there was no change in the officers at the time of 
disembodiment. 

RosBHBARTY, 1797. (1 Company.) 
Captain — Thomas Russel, 20th May, 1797. 
ist Lieutenant — William Milne, 20th May, 1797. 
2nd Lieutenant — John Cowie, 20th May, 1797. 

1802. No change. 

This company paraded and was inspected along with the Fraserburgh corps, and 
volunteered in April, 1800, to support the civil authority if required. 
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Oldmbldrum. 

In November, 1797, upwards of 230 inhabitants of Oldmeldrum and parish of 
Oldmeldrum enrolled themselves as volunteers. At the same time they offered, in 
the event of invasion, to attend James Urquhart, Esq. of Meldrum, to any place within 
the three counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine. 

The officers were gazetted in 1799 as follows : — 

Major Commandant — James Urquhart, 22 nd July, 1799. 

Captain — James Garioch, lieutenant, on half-pay, of the 87th, loth June, 1799. 

\st Lieutenant — John Manson^ loth June, 1799. 

2nd Lieutenant — James Duncan, loth June, 1799. 

Captain — John Gordon, 22nd July, 1799. 

\st Lieutenant^Thomas Simpson, 22nd July, 1799. 

2nd Lieutenant — ^Thomas Forbes, 22nd July, 1799. 

In 1802 the only change was that Captain Gordon had been replaced by Lieutenant 
Simpson. 

The corps was disembodied on Saturday, 8th May, 1802, by R. Horn BIphinstone 
of Logie-Blphinstone, Erskine Fraser of Woodhill, and Roderick Mackenzie of Glack, 
deputy-lieutenants, who expressed their entire approbation of the men's appearance 
and behaviour. 

Garioch. 

This corps consisted of one company, and i^-as formed in the autumn of 1798. The 
officers were gazetted on 5th November, 1798, viz. : — 

Captain — Lieutenant Aleiander Stuait, on half-pay, from 89Sh Foot. 
1st Lieutenant — Peter Beattie. 
2nd Lieutenant—Thomas Dawson. 

There was no change in 18Q2. 

HuirrLY, Gabtly, akd Stbathbogie. 

The first intimation of the Huntly Volunteers appears in March, 1 797« when it wa* 
reported that 800 of the Duke of Gordon's tenanu and inhabitanu of the UrMn had 
enrolled to serve as vcriunteers under bis grace the Shurmii% of Huntly, The *ji/tuAK 
of these, however, were obviously not enrolled^ as the corpt uxi%M^ ^irtly fjt three 
companies, which drilled, paraded, and were inM^itcttd trjji^ahtrf iuul were kn//wri 
generally as the Huntly Votunteerib The officers were tvA h^m^CuoA tiii September, 
1798:— 
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Certain — ^James Goidon. 
xst Li€uiemani — ^Jolm Inn». 
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Gartly. 

Captain — William Allan. 

I St Lieutenant — Dr. Thomas Christie. 

2nd Lieutenant — George Davidson, jun. 

Strathbogik. 

Captain — William Forsyth. 

ist Lieutenant — Alexander Forsyth. 

2nd Lieutenant — William Paterson. 

These companies, from their close connection with the ducal house of Gordon, seem 
to have drilled and been inspected very frequently, and we find that they were clothed 
in scarlet, and regularly celebrated the King's and the Marquis of Huntly's birthdays 
by firing volleys " with great regularity," and dining at " Mellis's " Inn. The ofiBcers 
remained unchanged till disbandment in 1802. After being disembodied, the Huntly 
company presented their captain, Mr. Gordon of Cocklarachie, with a piece of plate 
having a suitable inscription, and the company also specially intimated to the 
commander that, should the time happen at any future period when its services 
might be required, it would be ready, on the shortest notice, to serve again. 

The following intimation was made to all volunteers at disbandment : — 

The Lord Lieutenant of the county of Aberdeen desires to express to the several corps 
of volunteer infantry which were assembled in it during the war, his warmest acknowledgments 
and thanks for their good conduct and services, while they were embodied. 

The Lord Lieutenant will always remember with satisfaction the spirit and loyalty 
displayed in that county, upon an occasion the most trying that has existed, and the ready zeal 
then manifested by these corps for the defence of their country ; to which, while it must reflect 
great honour upon them, it will ever afford him pleasure to bear testimony. 

To the above, the following note was added : — 

We have authority to state that a vote of thanks of the House of Lords to the 
officers, and approbation of the services of the non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
different volunteer corps of the county of Aberdeen, was received by his grace the Lord 
Lieutenant upon the 24th curt. (May), which would have been duly communicated to the 
commanding officers of these corps, along with the thanks of the House of Commons, had it 
come to hand previous to their being disembodied. 

The uniforms worn by the county corps were as follows: — Belhelvie, Dyce, 
Monquhitter, Aberdeensfiire Battalion, Peterhead Infantry, and Strathbogie — scarlet 
tunic, with yellow facings, and blue breeches ; officers' lace silver. 

In the following places, the only difference was that the officers' lace was gold— 
Fraserburgh Battalion, Meldrum, and St. Fergus. 

Fraserburgh Artillery had blue tunic, with red facings, and white breeches; 
officers — silver lace. 

Peterhead Artillery wore the same, except that breeches were blue, and the officers' 
lace gold. 
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Captains, 
James Reid, Alex. Stronach, Geo. Forbes, David Greig, Archibald Young, Jas. Fife. 

ist Lieutenants. 

Isaac Cooper, T. A. Jamieson, Lewis Cruickshank, Robert Knight, Alex. Robinsoiii 
Geo. Wilson, Arthur Scott, Alex. Robertson. 

2nd Lieutenants, 

John Smith, Jas. Wilson, Jiis. Fraser, John Taylor, Jas. Laird, Thomas Wilson, Geo. 
M*Hattie, John Chisholm. 

Chaplain — P. Forbes. 
Adjutant — Jas. Reid, Jr. 
Quarter-master — John Fraser. 
Surgeon — James Williamson. 

A second battalion was formed in 1800, composed of the following seven companies, 
which had been formed in other parts of the county in July, 1797: — 

Bnzib Voluntbbrs. (4 Companies.) 

Captain Commandant — Sir G. Abercrombie. 

Captains — John Gordon, Alex. Innes, Geo. Greddes. 

15/ Lieutenants — W. Anderson, Jas. Wiseman, Alex. Coull, Wm. Ogilvie. 

2nd Lieutenants — John Hay, Jas. Clark, Jas. Bennet. 

Strathalva and Boyne. (3 Companies.) 

Major Commandant — Andrew Hay. 

Captains — Peter Cameron, Robert Faulder. 

ist Lieutenants — Thomas Grant, Alex. Milne, Al. Watson. 

2nd Lieutenants — John Milne, Wm. M'Intosh, Wm. Watson. 

The battalion so composed, called the 2nd Banffshire, was officered as follows : — 

Lieut. -Colonel Commandant — James Duff. 
Major — G. G. Robinson. 

Captains, 

Geo. Geddes, Peter Cameron, Robert Faulder, Thos. Booker, James McGregor, 
Alexander Robertson. 

\st Lieutenants. 

Alex. CouU, James Wiseman, James Bennet, Wm. Anderson, Thomas Grant, Alexander 
Watson, John Fraser. 

2nd Lieutenants. 

James Gordon, Wm. Ogilvie, William Clark, John Hay, Wm. Mlntosh, John Milne^ 

Wm. Watson. 

In the beginning of 1802, the company in the^first battalion, officered by Cajptain 
Thomas Rannie and Lieutenant James Smith, was transferred to the second battalioOt 
thus making them eight companies each. The only other changes, prior to diaetnbodi- 
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At a meeting on 9th April, 1798, they agreed, in case of invasion, to extend their 
services to any part of Scotland, and they subsequently agreed to extend these servioei 
to any part of Great Britain. 

On Tuesday, 24th July, 1798, the officers and men presented to Lieutenant 
Henderson of the 29th Foot a handsome sword as a mark of gratitude to him for the 
great service he had been to them, and on 2nd April, 1802, two silver cups (one from 
the officers and another from the non-commissioned officers and privates) weie 
presented to Major DufF in testimony of their gratitude, esteem, and attachment to 
him. 

They were disembodied on 1st May, 1802, by Mr. Menzies of Pitfodels, one of the 
deputy-lieutenants of the county, after receiving the thanks of the lieutenancy. 
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Upon 14th December there were added to the foregoing list: — 

Lieutenants. 
Alexander Robertson, Robert Hutchison^ James Marshall, and Alexander Gordon. 

Company of Infantry. 

Captain — W. Scott, jun. 
Lieutenant — James Brown. 
Ensign — ^James Gordon. 

Artillery Company. 

Captain— J n, Hutchison. 
1st Lieutenant — J. Arbuthnot 
2nd Lieutenant — James Robertson. 

In 1808 the officers were as follows: — 

Major Commandant — John Hutchison. 

Captains — Alex. Elles, Hector M*Lean, Donald M'Intosh. 

Lieutenants. 

Gilbert Alexander, Alex. Robertson, Geo. Arbuthnot, James Elles, Robert Cordiner, 
William Arbuthnot. 

Ensigns — Robert Hutchison, John Anderson, Robert Mackie. 
Quarter-master — Wm. Arbuthnot. 
Surgeon — R. Jamieson. 

Company of Infantry. (Total of rank and file, 70.) 

Captain—^. Scott. 

Lieutenants — A. Arbuthnot and J. Gilchrist 

Battery Company. (Total of rank and file, 71.) 

Captain — Jas. Hutchison. 

\st Lieutenant — J. Arbuthnot, jun. 

2nd Lieutenant — Jas. Anderson, jun. 

At the period of transference to the local militia (24th September, 1808) the 
following changes took place: — 

Lieutenant Gilbert Alexander to be captain vice M'Lean, resigned ; Ensign Robert 
Hutchison to be lieutenant; Robert Arbuthnot to be ensign. 

This corps was united to the 2nd regiment, local militia, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Alexander Harvey, of which Major Commandant John Hutchison became 
a lieutenant-colonel. 
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Fraserburgh. (Rank and file, 158.) 

Mr. Fraser of Memsie, who had formerly commanded the Fraserburgh corpH, was 
one of the earliest of the northern volunteers to be in the field, for we find the 
following from Fraserburgh, dated 6th June, 1803: — 

On the King's birthday, Mr. Fraser of Memsie, late commandant of the l^Vaserhurgh 
Volunteers, and hoping soon to have the honour and felicity of commanding them again, m<:t 
his officers and men at the Cross here at twelve o'clock noon, and in libations of rum 
punch, served from tubs into tumblers, they all with fervent loyalty drank His Majesty's good 
health, etc., etc. 

The corps was soon afterwards embodied, and the men received their arms in the 
end of August, and at the same time they agreed to extend their services to any part 
of Great Britain. 

On 10th September, Mr. Fraser was gazetted captain commandant, Mr. George 
Gordon 1st lieutenant, and William Cooper 2nd lieutenant; and on 7th December 
Mr. Cooper resigned, and the complete complement of officers was published in the 
London Gazette of 24th November, 1803, viz. : — 

Captain Commandant — W. Fraser. 

ist Lieutenant — George Gordon. 

2nd Lieutenants^Georgit Milne and John Gordon. 

Battery Company (Total of rank and file, 93). 

Captain — William Kelman. 

15/ Lieutenant— \\\ Jamieson. 

2nd Lieutenants — John Alexander and Geo. Milne. 

On 28th I>ecember, ia03, the corps was inspected and highly complimented, the 
efficiency of the battery company being specially noticed, " notwithstanding the dis- 
advantage they at present lie under of being unprovided with every appointment." 

During the year 1804 the Aberdour, Tyrie, and Strichen companies appear to have 
been attached to this corps, and Captain Fraser was promoted to be major. 

The first officers of these companies were : — 

Aberdour. (Total of rank and file, 70.) 

Captain — Wm. Leslie. 
Lieutenant — Wm. Leslie. 
Ensign — A. Youngson. 

TvRiE AMD Stricken. (Total of rank and file, 68.) 

Captain — A. Anderson. 
Lieutenant —John Duguid. 
Ensign — Alex, Gavin. 
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Gavin resigned in 1804, and was succeeded by John Woodman. 

Upon 4th October the artillery company presented Captain Kelman with a valuabk 
sabre and a silver cup. Upon 28th January, 1807, the corps was raised to the status d 
** The Fraserburgh Battalion of Volunteer Infantry " ; Major Fraser became lieutenant- 
colonel commanding, Captain Kelman was promoted to the rank of major, and tbe 
battalion obtained the services of Mr. James Donald as adjutant. 

The officers at that date were as follows : — 

LieuUnani-Colottel — W. Fraser. 
• Major — W. Kelman. 
Captains — Wm. Leslie, Wm. Milne, Andrew Anderson. 

Ueuttnants, 
Geo. Milne, John Cowie, Charles Simpson, John Gordon, James Biffet, John Murisoo, 
John Woodman. 

Ensigns — Jas. Milne, Ln Chalmers, Jas. Shearer, B. Williamson. 
Adjutant — Jas. Donald. 
Surgeon — Chas. Leslie. 
Pay-master — L. Chalmers. 
Chaplain — Wm. Fraser. 

On 30th June, 1808, the artillery company presented to Sergeant Thomas Brebner 
a silver watch, as a mark of their regard for him as their instructor. 

Upon 10th July, 1808, the corps completed fourteen days permanent duty at 
Fraserburgh, and were thanked by the magistrates. This corps was amongst the 
first that agreed to transfer its services to the local militia, and, 400 strong, it was 
sworn in and enrolled in the 4th regiment, local militia, in October, 1808. 

The commander of this corps was chosen to command the 4th regiment, local 
militia, of the county of Aberdeen. 

Total rank and file, 312 

Artillery, 90 



402 



RosBHBARTV. (Rank and file, 70.) 
This corps was, in October, 1803, re-embodied under the following officers : — 

Captain — William Milne, 
Lieutenant — John Cowie, 
Ensign — Jas. Milne, 

and continued to serve till 1808, when it was united to the 4th regiment, local militia. 

Old Meldrum. (3 Companies.) 

1803. 
Major Commandant — James Urquhart. 
Captains — Dr. James Garioch, John Masson, James Duncan. 
Lieutenants — John Duncan, Alexander Masson, Alexander Barnett. 
Ensigns — George Shepherd, John Ingram, George Williamson. 
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Captain — *_ ?Htt«*v:. 
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idajor Commandant George Davidson, and ixe rmk ^r. ^^^^ ii-.^'^tA^^c 
he officers were : — 

Major Commandant — Geo. Davidson. 

Captains — A. Paterson, John Innes. 

Lieutenants — W. Paterson, Geo, Reynolds, A. >aiiif(. 

Ensign — Alex. WilL 



Three companies, under Captain Paterson, volunt<9$:rec i^/* \w -ti- i-i 
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1808. (Rank and flle, 71.) 

Captain — A. Cumine. 
Lieutenant — W. Mitchell. 
Ensign — A. Cruickshank. 

This corps transferred to the 4th regiment, local militia. 

MoNYMUSK AND Kbmnay. (1 Company.) 

1803. 

Captain — D. Robertson. 
Lieutenant — Cuming I^ing. 
Ensign — Geo. Shewan. 

1808. 
The only change was the resignation of Lieutenant Laing. 

St. Fergus and Longside. 
1803. 

Captain — Thomas Kilgour. 
Lieutenant — Thomas Logan. 
Ensign — James Fraser. 

Crimon and Lonmay. (Rank and file, 68.) 

Captain — Thomas I^ing. 
Lieutenant — James Scott. 
Ensign — John Geddes. 

Rathen. (Rank and file, 70.) 

Captain — A. Henderson. 
Lieutenant — Robert Smith. 
Ensign — Wm. Mackay. 

In December, 1803, these corps were consolidated into a battalion, unde 
command of Alexander Harvey as major commandant, the total rank an* 
being 214. 

In 1808 the officers were: — 

Major Commandant — Alex. Harvey. 

Captains — Thos. Laing, Alex. Henderson, Thomas Kilgour. 
Lieutenants — James Scott, Thos. Logan, Wm. Mackay. 
Ensigns — James Fraser, John Hay, Wm. Lawrence. 
Pay-master — Thos. Logan. 

The battalion transferred to the 2nd regiment, local militia, and Major Harvc 
appointed lieutenant-colonel commandant of same. 
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Colonel Leith Ross resigned, and the Barl of Aberdeen was appointed lieutenant- 
colonel commandant on 27th July, 1807. The battalion went upon permanent duty 
on several occasions, and finally transferred to the 3rd regiment^ local militia, in 1806, 
of which the Barl of Aberdeen was appointed lieutenant-colonel commandajit. 

At this period the officers were : — 

Lieutenant'Colonel Commandant — Earl of Aberdeen. 

Lieutenant-Colonel — Geo. Gordon. 

Major — A. F. Irvine. 

Captains — John Marr, James Hay, Jas. Mair, Robert Moir, Al. Forsyth. 

Lieutenants, — Robert Temple, F. Murray. John Hay, Wm. Duguid, Geo Student. (?) 

Ensigns — T. Davidson, Thomas Mair, Al. Gray, John Mearns. 

CAez/Az/V/— Thos. Tait. 

Adjutant^^m. Duff. 

Quarter-master — S. Sangster. 

Surgeon — B. Smith. 

Pay-master — Thos. Mair. 



KiNTORB AND Invbrurib. (1 Company.) 

1803. 
Captain — Benjamin Lumsden. 
Lieutenant — Wm. Mollison. 
Ensign — Geo. Mackie. 



LOGIE-DURNO. 

1803. 
Captain — Robert Harvey. 
ist Lieutenant — James Brown. 
Ensign — Alex. Bisset. 



These districts formed one corps of 180 men. — Lieutenancy Letter Book^ pages Al-^ 



DvcE, New Machar, and Fintrav. (Rank and file, 84.) 

1803. 

Captain — John Paull, Overkirktown of Dyce. 
Lieutenant — John Melvin, in Loch ills of New Machar. 
Ensign — John Skene, son to Peter Skene in Wester Fintray. 

1808.— No change. 

Belhelvie. (1 Company, 90.) 

1803. 

Captain — John Scott of Drumside. (Specially asked by the deputy-lieutenants to accept. 
— Lieutenancy Letter Book^ page 54 ; 30/A September y 1803.) 
Lieutenant — John Lumsden of Eggie. 
Ensign — William Stephen, at Milden. 

1808.— No change. 

These two corps were drilled and inspected together, and were also upon permanent 
duty within their own districts upon several occasions. They also became part of the 
5th regiment, local militia, under Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Tower, 
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Certain — Sir A. L>i:r.n2.r. 
UotUmiKis — 
Emsi^ns — 

Several of the smaller corps do not appear to have continued elective t:!I ISOS. 
Probably the withdrawal of financial support by the Govcmr::ent in 1SC>6 made it 
impossible for them to continue. In the larger bodies, while they were able to 
continue, probably through the generosit>' of the officers, the same cause had the 
effect of thinning their ranks; but notuithstanding this, it ^^'as highly sausfactor\' 
that in all three counties there were volunteers in sufficient numbers to make up the 
number required for the local militia without having recourse to the ballot. 

Banffshire. 

These battalions promptly answered the call to arms, and in 1803 the officers were 
as follows : — 

Colonel-in-Ckief—^^X, Honourable the Earl of Fife. 

1ST Battalion. (Rank and file, 552.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel — James Bartlett 
Major — Alexander Stronach. 

Captains. 
Stewart Soutar (Provost of Macduff), Archibald Young, Peter Cameron, David Souter. 
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Lieutepiants. 

Wm. Bruce, James Fraser, Lewis Cruickshank, John Sangster, Thomas Grant, AkL 
Robertson, Alex. Ross, John Ross, John Cowie, John Gumming. 

Ensigns — James Simpson, Isaac Cooper, Andrew Morrison, Geo. Smithy Peter Grant 

Chaplain — Rev. Alex. Walker. 

Adjutant — James Reid. 

Surgeon — James Williamson, M.I). 

Quarter-master — John Fraser. 

In 1808 Major Stronach had been transferred as major to the 2nd battalion, and 
Captain Stewart Soutar promoted to be major. James Paterson became captain, and 
a pay-master, James Simpson, had been added. 

Artillery Company. 

Captain Commandant — Thomas Russell. 

\st Lieutenants — George Forl)es, George Wilson. 

2nd Lieutenant — Thomas Wilson. 

2ND Battalion. (Rank and file, 530.) 
lAeutenant'Colonel-^Geo. G. Robinson (Provost of Banff). 

Captains, 
James M*Killigan, John Macbean, James Fyfe, John Harden, John Watt, Thomas Stuart 

Lieutenants, 

John Gatherer, James Donald, Alex. Robertson, Alex. Watson, Williara Watson, John 
Longmore, Arthur Scott, James Duff, William Mlntosh, Richard Bloxam, James Smith, and 
James Laird. 

Ensigns. 

John Fraser, John Conn, George M*Hattie, James Bruce, Alex. Robertson, John Fyfe. 

Adjutant — Robert Falder. 
Quarter-master — James Simpson. 
Surgeon — J as. Smith. 

By 1808 Major A. Stronach was transferred from the 1st battalion, Lieutenant 
James Laird had been succeeded by Ensign John Fraser, Thomas Stewart had taken 
Eraser's place, while the names of M'Hattie and Robertson had disappeared. 

Royal Banff Volunteers. (Rank and file, 64.) 
Captain — Patrick Rose. 
Lieutenants — John Smith and (Jeorge Imluch. 
Surgeon — John Whyte. 

To this corps, there was added a pay-master, Mr. George Alexander, and, with the 
exception of the surgeon, the whole of the officers were changed. Lieutenant Imlach 
becoming captain, and James Wright and James Knowles lieutenants, but by 1808 the 
status quo ante was restored. Why this curious change, cannot be discovered. The 
Banffshire corps were duly transferred into the Banffshire local militia. 
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Kincardineshire. 

At this period, two corps were formed in Kincardineshire. The first, called the 
Meamshire Volunteers, was formed in 1803, and consisted of 360 rank and file, under the 
following officers : — 

Lteutenant'Cdonel Commandant — Gea Robertson Scott of Benholm. 

Major — ^Jauies Thomson. 

Captains — ^WiUiam Nicol, Walter Thom, John Burnett, Charles Monro. 

ist Lieutenants — Peter Christian, Joseph Stewart, John Christian, John Brand. 

Ensigns — David Brown, Jas. Hall, Robt. Tindal. 

Adjutant — ^James Brown. 

Chaplain — Geo. Garden. 

Quarter-master — David Troup. 

In 1808, the only changes were— 2nd Lieutenant Jas. Stewart resigned, and Ensign 
David Brown was promoted. Two new ensigns had been appointed — John Watson 
and John Dtmcan. 

The second corps, called the Kincardineshire Volunteers, consisting of 589 rank and 
file, was formed in 1805 under the following officers: — 

Lieutenant Colonel Commandant — Alexander Burnett 
Lieutenant-Colonel— ^n John Stuart. 
Major — Hon. D. Arbuthnot. 

Captains, 

Charles Scott, John Menzies, Thomas Burnett, Jas. M. Nicolson, John Douglas, George 
Silver, Kirp, M. Burnett. 

Lieutenants. 

Alex. M'Nab, James Stewart, George Robertson, John Lyall, James Middleton, James 
Marr, Nicholas Sutherland, James Durham. 

Ensigns — John Stuart, Thomas Guthrie, Wm. Duthie, John Beattie, Charles Dowie. 
Pay-master — N. Sutherland. 
Adjutant — Geo. Guthrie. 
Quarter-master — G. Robertson. 
Chaplain — Alex. Leslie. 

The above-named officers continued to serve till 1808, and both corps volunteered 
into the Kincardineshire local militia in that year. Like other northern corps, they 
were repeatedly upon permanent duty, both at Stonehaven and in Aberdeen. 

Shetland. 

A corps was formed in 1798, and continued till 1802, when it was disbanded. In 
1804, it was re-embodied, and consisted of 172 rank and file. Upon both occasions, it 
was under the command of Major Walter Scott, the Sheriff-Substitute of the Isles. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Decline of the Volunteer Movement. 

After the battle of Trafalgar the attitude of the Government towards the volunteers 
changed completely. The authorities were convinced apparently that all danger df 
invasion had passed away, and they appeared equally certain that the final strug^ 
with Napoleon would be upon the Continent. More men to strengthen the armies 
abroad were wanted, rather than volunteers to defend shores which were not now 
threatened. The object of the Government was therefore to strengthen the militia 
forces, which could be moved all over the country at will, and which at the same time 
formed a direct feeder for the regular army. Probably the exemption from the militia 
ballot accorded to volunteers had helped to augment their ranks, and correspondingly 
restricted the selection for the militia, and this weighed materially with the Government 
in the action taken. 

The first public intimation of the attitude adopted by the Government was to the 
effect that it was necessary, in view of the increasing war expenditure, to economise 
on home defence, and that, as the Government did not consider it was getting value 
for the sum expended on the volunteers, it was in that direction that economy must 
begin. Accordingly, in April, 1806, the Secretary for War stated that the volunteers 
after that year were not to enjoy their present advantages. In future there were 
to be no corps "but such as will clothe, arm, and maintain themselves at their ovm 
expense,'' and accordingly the supplies to volunteers were to be reduced. This fell 
like a bolt from the blue amongst volunteers, and a heated controversy, lasting 
several months, took place, not only in both Houses of Parliament, but through- 
out the country. The services of the volunteers were extolled, and the reports 
of inspecting officers were referred to as proof that the volunteers were quite 
capable of taking their place side by side with the line regiments. The Govern- 
ment was accused of attempting to disgrace and disband the volunteers. A direct 
motion, ''gratefully acknowledging the meritorious services so eminently displayed by 
the volunteer corps, and that it does think it necessary to record its decided opinion 
that the due encouragement of the zeal and patriotism of these corps is essential to 
their discipline and the maintenance of their establishment," was rejected in the House 
of Commons. During the debate on the above motion, a long and stirring speech was 
made by Mr. Sheridan, in the course of which he said : — 

It is a fact most notorious that nothing made so strong an impression on the French 
Government during their hostile designs upon this country as the energy manifested by the 
volunteers — the fact was equally felt by Bonaparte and his minister, Taljrrand ; they saw with 
mortification that the nation would be indebted for its own independence to its own valour. 
The people of England did not prostrate themselves and petition the Sovereign, '* O King, 
hire us an army and we shall be protected," but they took the weapon into their own hands, 
to wield it in their own cause. 
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In the House of Lords, the Earl of Moira, who had been Commander-in-Chief in 
Scotland, bore testimony to the zeal and admirable discipline of the Scottish volunteers. 
So strong was his confidence in them, he said, that he had apprised the then Govern- 
ment that he would answer for the safety of that part of the country without the aid of 
a single regular regiment. He would have had no hesitation in meeting with any equal 
body of French that could have landed in that part of the country. 

The Government protested that their plan was being misunderstood — that they 
had no intention of discouraging the volunteers ; they only wished efficiency and 
economy, and to improve the volunteers. But the opposition was unavailing, and the 
Government proposals, with certain modifications, were adopted. 

On 25th June, the War Office issued a circular, which said : — 

As the regulations about to be promulgated will be made with the view of public 
economy, and to obviate the jealousies arising from the same description of persons being 
placed upon such a different footing in point of allowances, it cannot be doubted that the 
public spirit and patriotism of commanding officers will induce them to further the views 
of Government, by making such representations to those under their command as they may 
think best for the good of the service. 

The following is an abstract of the new regulations : — 

1. So far as concerns the privates, the days of exercise are reduced to twenty-six days in 
the year, for each of which, as formerly, the men are to receive pay at the rate of one shilling. 

2. The supernumerary sergeants, corporals, and all the drummers are only to be allowed 
the same pay as the privates. 

3. The appointment of permanent sergeants is done away with, and a contingent 
allowance of 3s. 6d. per week per company is granted to defray the expense of drill 
sergeants. 

4. The pay allowed to officers is to be discontinued. 

5. Clothing to be allowed every three years, at the rate of 30s. per man, to those serving 
on the former June establishment, and 20s. per man to those serving on the former August 
establishment 

6. These allowances to be granted to those individuals only who were enrolled and 
serving previous to the 24th July last 

So strong was the feeling throughout the country that one estimate given was, that 
since the Government proposals were published, the volunteers had declined 50 per 
cent. Whether this was the case or not mattered little, for the Government completed 
the " improvement " (?) of the volunteer corps by the introduction in May, 1808, of the 
Local Militia Act, which, whether intentionally or not, '' improved " the volunteers out 
of existence altogether. 

In the meantime, recruiting for the militia had been pressed forward with excep- 
tional vigour, and when the full effect of the action of the Government became visible, 
a semi-official intimation was made reminding volunteers that they were liable to be 
drawn for the militia as well as other individuals. The bill would, however, be suspended 
in respect to them, as long as they continued effective members of their corps — and 
effective " member was defined as a volunteer who had exercised eight days within 
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four months preceding the ballot, or sixteen days within the eight months preceding, 
which had to be certified by the commanding officers. 

The effect of these steps is best shown in the words of Lord Castlereagh, who, in 
presenting to the House of Commons, on 20th April, 1808, the outlines of his new plan 
for the defence of the country, stated that '' the measures adopted last year had added 
40,000 to the regular and militia forces," .... and he now proposed "the 
establishment of a county militia to serve for four years in their respective counties, 
to be trained near their respective homes for twenty-eight days, and to be assembled once 
a year on permanent duty within their county." The new force was to consist of 60,000 
trained men, which could immediately be united to the 200,000 regulars and militia, 
making a total home establishment of 260,000, independent of volunteers. His 
lordship further stated that the new force was intended to supply the deficiency in 
the volunteers, and that the training would proceed in time of peace as well as war, **so 
that in time the whole population will be trained to artns.'* All this has a curious 
resemblance to proposals that have more than once been heard of in recent years. 

In subsequent proceedings in the House of Commons, this was to some extent 
modified, an important alteration as affecting volunteers being that they were allowed 
to transfer their ser\'ices to the local militia, and officers of volunteer corps were allowed 
to hold their respective ranks, even though they should not possess the qualifications 
required by the Militia Acts. The Act was finally passed on 27th June» 1808, and on 
account of the effect it had on the volunteers, the following abstract of its provisions 
may be of interest : — 

Abstract of Principal Provisions of Local Militia Aci\ i8o8. 

As its name implies, it is a description of force applicable to the defence of the several 
counties or districts in which it is to be raised. The men liable to serve are those between 
the ages of 1 8 and 30, and they can derive no protection from substitutes, clubs, or 
subscriptions, personal service only being permitted. The period of service is for four years, 
from the date of enrolment. They are to be called out for 28 days in the course of each year, 
for the purpose of training and exercise ; but are not to be liable (as in the Training Act) to 
be incorporated with regular regiments, or to be under the command of any officers of the 
line, unless generals and field officers. The days of exercise above specified to be taken in 
such portions, and at such periods of the year, as shall least interfere with the pursuits of 
agriculture or course of industry of the country. 

The local militia, when called out, to be entitled to the same pay allowances, etc., as the 
regular militia. They are on no account to be removed from the counties in which they are 
raised, unless in case of actual invasion, or the appearance of an enemy on the coast When 
called out upon actual service, the wives and families of local militia receive the same 
allowances as those of the regular militia when embodied. 

A local militiaman, finding it necessary to change his residence, has it in his power to 
leave the regiment in which he has been enrolled, and to ser\'e out the remainder of his four 
years in the local militia of the county or district to which he shall remove. He is also 
allowed to enlist into His Majesty's regular army, navy, or marines, but not during the period 
when his regiment is upon service. The local militia, when called out, are to be subject to the 
articles of war and provisions of the Mutiny Act. The deputy -lieutenants are empowered to 
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2ND Regiment. • 

Alexander Harvey to be lieutenant-colonel commandant. 
John Hutchison to be lieutenant-colonel. 
John Gordon to be major. 

Captains. 

Alexander Elles, Donald Mcintosh, Jauies Hutchison^ Thomas Laing, Thomas Kilgour, 
William Scott, Gilbert Alexander, William Mackay, Alexander Robertson, George Arbuthnot 

Lieutenants. 

James Elles, Robert Cordiner, James Arbuthnot, James Scott, Thomas Loggan, William 
Arbuthnot, Adam Arbuthnot, Robert Hutchison, Alexander Laurence, James Fraser, Robert 
Mackie, John Hay. 

Ensigns. 

John F. Anderson, John Gilchrist, James Anderson, Robert Arbuthnot, Alexander 
Peterkin, James Godsman, Alexander M 'Hardy, James Hutchison. 

Robert Jamieson to be surgeon. 
Adjutant — Captain David Campbell. 
Quarter-master — Alexander Ross, gent. 

3RD Regiment. 

The Earl of Aberdeen to be lieutenant- colonel commandant. 
George Gordon to be lieutenant-colonel. 
Alexander Forbes Irvine to be major. 

Captains. 

George Gordon, William Kilgour, James Hay, James Mair, Robert Moir, James Milne, 
John Marr, John Duncan. 

Lieutenants. 

Francis Murray, Robert Temple, John Hay, William Duguid, George Stodart, Alexander 
Gray, Thomas Mair, Thomas Davidson, John Mearns, William Hay, Alexander Garden. 

Ensigns. 

John Montgomery, John Garden, George Mair, George Brown, James Wilson, Charles 
Ruxton. 

Peter Smith to be surgeon. 
Adjutant — Captain Robert Moir. 
Quarter-master — Sylvester Sangster. 

4TH Regiment. 

William Fraser to be lieutenant-colonel commandant. 
James Urquhart to be lieutenant-colonel. 
William Kelman to be major. 
Archibald Cumine to be major. 
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Captahis. 

Andrew Anderson, William Milne, James Garioch, John Mnnson, lanirs Diimim, Anclipw 
Paterson, John Innes, William Leslie, James Donald. 

Lieutenants. 

William M'Kay, George Milne, John Cowie, Alexander Manson, Alcxaiuler Hmnri, 
Alexander Pattilo, George Reynolds, Charles Simpson, William Mitchell, John Ingruni, Jiun«K 
Bissett, John Woodman. 

Ensigns. 

William Conon, Lewis Chalmers, George Robertson, John Hunter, Alcxand<T Cruick 
shank, James Shearer, Andrew Youngson, Alexander Milne. 

Charles Leslie to be surgeon. 
Adjutant — James Donald. 
Quarter-master — John Gordon. 

STH Regiment. 

Alexander Tower to be lieutenant-colonel commandant. 
Murray Farquharson to be lieutenant-colonel. 
Alexander Gibbon to be major. 

Captains. 

James Chalmers, Arthur Gibbon, John Paul, John Scott, William Paterson, Alexander 
Fiddes, James Ross, Charles Fyfe, William Pirie. 

Lieutenants. 

Leslie Cruickshank, Alexander Walker, Adam Esson, John Skene, John Lumnden, William 
Brown, John Cadenhead, Thomas Gordon. 

Ensigns— ^ohn Byres, James Bartlet, James Reid, Alexander Cromar. 
William Dyce to be surgeon. 
Adjutant — Hector Maclean. 
Quarter-master— Geoigt Coutts, gent. 

(All dated 21st January, 1S09.; 

In this way did the citizen soldiers of a century af^o finish their career as vrilunteers. 
The danger of invasion, which created them, had passed away thanks to Ix>rd Nelson 
and our gallant sailors — and they were simply hustled aside, or pushed into the lr>cal 
militia, without a word of recognition or thanks for their past services* True, such 
actions should not look for thanks; for should not all able-lKxlied HnUmn be ready to 
answer the call to arms in defence of fatherland? All the same, a formal rccfmnitum 
of the services rendered would have shown that these had been 'dpprKuMiul, ^nd 
prevented a great deal of bitter feeling. 

In many places throughout the country, corps of volunteers amiimuui tor a few 
years in a somewhat uncertain state, and the Parliamentary vr/t^; Uyr Wu'.mi dmmiUtA 
year by year till, in 1816, it ceased altogether On 27th June, 1814, th«^ \Ut\m^M of 
Parliament, probably consdous of the neglect hiiherUf meted rnit Uf the volurtti^rrs, 
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CHAPTER XV. 
Individual Corps, 1859-60. 

HALF a century had passed away since the citizen soldiers had laid down their 
muskets and their pikes. The generation that wielded these implements of 
war had for the most part also passed away, and those who were then young 
were now beyond middle age. The Napoleonic wars, the threatened invasion, 
the valour of our ancestors, had been all but forgotten; the stirring events which 
were in progress at the dawn of the nineteenth century had faded to a recollection of 
the oldest inhabitant ; they had passed into the domain of history. 

Great Britain had prospered and expanded far beyond the anticipations of the 
most sanguine, and if she was a great nation in 1808, she was infinitely greater in 
1859. Our traditional enemy — France — had also undergone many changes — she had 
changed from empire to republic, and back again to empire. Another Napoleon 
occupied the throne of France, to which he had waded through the blood of his 
countrymen. Hatred of this country was inherent in the race of Napoleon. It was 
Britain that had brought about the downfall of the founder of the Napoleonic dynasty, 
the first and greatest of the race, and Trafalgar and Waterloo had to be avenged. 
Was this new Napoleon to be the avenger, and tread in the footsteps of his illustrious 
uncle? If so, then let Britain beware, for, given the opportunity, it would certainly 
be seized! The advent of Napoleon III. to the throne of France could not but cause 
uneasiness upon this side of the Channel — indeed his actions as Prince President had 
been jealously watched by Britain for years past, and such questions naturally 
occurred to the British. True, this country had strengthened herself enormously since 
Waterloo, but equally so had France. Was the task of invading Great Britain easier 
or more difficult than it was fifty years before? Britain's first line of defence had 
undergone great changes during that period — steam had superseded the sail I It was 
indeed a change from the time — 1797 — when the British Admiralty laughed to scorn 
the idea of " navigating ships of the largest size without any wind, and even against 
wind and waves" (Stanhope's Pitt, IL, 397) ; and, only twenty-five years later, the first 
steam-ship was launched from the Clyde ; and now in the '' fifties,'' the steam-driven 
craft was superseding the sail as fast as builders could turn them out. An invading 
fleet was not therefore, as formerly, dependent upon a favouring wind to enable it to 
reach its destination; it could sail at any time. On the other hand, the defending 
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fleet was equally favoured by the march of progress. Telegraphic communication had 
become all but general, the scream of the locomotive was heard over the length and 
breadth of the land, and, by means of these improved systems of communication, a 
defending force could be concentrated at or near any point of attack in a comparatively 
short space of time. All improvements in navigation, while they strengthened Britain's 
sea power, added correspondingly to the dangers of invasion, and thus it was that 
Britain viewed with no little alarm the creation of a new Napoleonic empire, and a 
probable renewal of all its former ambitions, hatreds, and prejudices. 

The Duke of Wellington had never ceased to warn the nation of its unpreparedneis 
for war, and the defenceless state of the coasts, but great as was his authority, his 
warnings were lightly treated. Upon the 9th of January, 1847, the duke wrote 
Sir John Burgoyne, in answer to a communication from that great soldier, the famous 
letter upon the subject of national defences. The letter was not intended for publi- 
cation, but it appeared without the knowledge either of the Duke or Sir John Burgoyne 
in the Morning Chronicle of 4th January, 1848, and at this distance of time we can 
hardly appreciate the sensation caused by its publication, or the feeling of alarm that 
spread over the country. Immediate attention was directed to the great question of 
national defence as raised in that letter, and the communication from Sir Joho 
Burgoyne, to which it was an answer, and, during the next few years, more con- 
sideration was given to the question of national defence than had been the case for the 
previous forty years. So thoroughly was the question discussed in these comoauni- 
cations that even to-day, sixty years after they were written, and when circumstanoei 
have changed so materially, they are regarded as authoritative on the subject. Durinf 
the Parliamentary session, 1905-1906, the question of reprinting the " Iron Duke*s" 
famous letter was raised in the House of Lords. 

In 1852, when Prince Napoleon, as President of the French Republic, was 
" bayonetting ** his path to the Imperial throne, a feeling of alarm took shape in this 
country, the national defences again became a matter of concern, and people recollected 
with dread the oft-repeated, and as often neglected, warnings of Wellington. The 
Government of the day tinkered with a Militia Bill, and from many parts of Britain 
oifers were tendered to form rifle clubs and volunteer corps, and the question of 
providing ranges for rifle practice became then, as now, a much debated question. 

About this time, Captain Hans Busk, of the Royal Victoria Rifles, commenced an 
energetic campaign in favour of the volunteer movement; so early as 1837 he had 
urged the Government to authorise the institution of rifle clubs as a preliminary step 
to the organization of a regular volunteer force, but at that time the project fell to the 
ground. During the succeeding twenty years Captain Busk made repeated efforts to 
rouse public attention on the subject, but, except in the south of England, where one 
or two corps were formed, his appeals were unheeded. In 1857, however, he published 
The Rifleman s Manual, which, mainly on account of the pointed allusions to the 
designs of France, attracted considerable attention. In the following year he made a 
practical attempt to raise what he described as a " perfect volunteer force,'' utilizing 
the Victorias as his model, and in the same year he attended Her Majesty's levee in 
volunteer uniform. He was then heartily congratulated upon the success of his 
volunteering experiment. In 1859 Captain Busk published The Ntrvies of th€ 
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- Worlds and the startling information there given regarding the recent growth of 

- tfie French navy created an enormous sensation. For several years after the move- 
' ment was in full swing, Captain Busk lectured upon his pet subject in all parts of 
' tfie country, and did much to further it. In March, 1852, Her Majesty signified her 
'- willingness to accept the services of volunteer rifle corps, and several at this time did 

- spring up, but they were more a fashionable amusement than a serious step in a 
' regularly organised defensive movement. The nation did not appear to take Louis 

Napoleon seriously, and the alliance with the French during the Crimean war, 
i followed as this was by a visit of Napoleon to Queen Victoria, completely diverted the 
I minds of the people from, and checked the movement for the time being. But in 
' France, the army was becoming all-powerful, and every now and then the old feeling 
against Britain found voice amongst the army officers, while the French press, which 
was completely under the dominion of Napoleon, was constantly reminding him and the 
French people that England was the hereditary and inveterate foe of France, that 
Waterloo had to be wiped out, and that too with the blood of the English on English 
soil. In 1859, France rather unexpectedly went to war with Austria to "protect" 
Italy, and Napoleon created an "Army of Italy," in feeble imitation of his great 
ancestor, and this new army, combined with the bellicose attitude of the French 
towards this country, revived the alarmist feeling in Britain. Napoleon was obviously 
strengthening his forces, but, following the tactics of his great predecessor, he solemnly 
protested that his intentions were pacific ; but had not his whole progress towards the 
Imperial purple been characterised by protestations of affection for liberty and the 
republic, both of which he ultimately crushed. Once again, on the principle of being 
prepared for the worst, for " defence not defiance," the motto subsequently adopted, 
the citizens in all parts of the kingdom stepped forward with offers of service. Corps 
were formed, and drilling began before official sanction was given to the movement, 
with a fervour and enthusiasm that recalled similar events of the end of the 
eighteenth and the early years of the nineteenth century. 

While this was going on, and spreading with marvellous rapidity over the length 
and breadth of the land, the Government remained impassive ; but the movement was 
so great, so truly national and patriotic, that it could not be long ignored, and at last, 
upon Friday, the 13th day of May, 1859, the Times published the following circular, 
which had been issued by the War Office to the Lords Lieutenant of counties : — 

War Office, Pail Mali, nth May, 1859. 
Mv LORD^ 

Her Majesty's Government having had under consideration the propriety of per- 
mitting the formation of volunteer rifle corps, under the provisions of the Act 44th 
Geo. in., 54, as well as of artillery corps and companies in maritime towns in which 
there may be forts and batteries^ I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I shall 
be prepared to receive through you and consider any proposal with that object which may 
emanate from the county under your charge. 

The principal and most important provisions of the Act are : — 

That the corps be formed under officers bearing the commission of the lieutenant of 
the county. 

K 2 
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That its members must take the oath of allegiance before a deputy-lieutenant or justki I 
of the peace, or a commissioned officer of the corps. I 

That it be liable to be called out in case of actual invasion or the appearance of n 
enemy in force on the coast, or in case of rebellion arising out of either of those emergendo. I 

That, while thus under arms, its members are subject to military law, and entitled to be 
billeted, and to receive pay in like manner as the regular army. 

That all commissioned officers disabled in actual service are entitled to half-pay, and 
non-commissioned officers and privates to the benefit of Chelsea Hospital ; and widows of 
commissioned officers killed in service to such pensions for life as are given to widows of 
officers of Her Majesty's regular forces. 

That members cannot quit the corps when on actual service, but may do so at any other 
time by giving fourteen days' notice. 

That members who have attended eight days in each four months, or a total of twentf- 
four days' drill and exercise in the year, are entitled to be returned as effective. 

That members so returned are exempt from militia ballot, or from being called upon to 
serve in any other levy. 

That all property of the corps is legally vested in the commanding officer; md 
subscriptions and fines under the rules and regulations are recoverable by him before a 
magistrate. 

The conditions on which Her Majesty's Government will recommend to Her Majestj 
the acceptance of any proposal are : — 

That the formation of the corps be recommended by the Lord Lieutenant of the 
county. 

That the corps be subject to the provisions of the Act already quoted. 

That its members undertake to provide their own arms and equipments, and to defray al 
expenses attending the corps, except in the event of its being assembled for actual service. 

That the rules and regulations which may be thought necessary be submitted to me, in 
accordance with the 56th section of the Act. 

The uniform and the equipments of the corps may be settled by the members, subject to 
your approval ; but the arms, though provided at the expense of the members, must be 
furnished under the superintendence and according to the regulations of this department, id 
order to secure a perfect uniformity of gauge. 

The establishment of officers and non-commissioned officers will be fixed by me and 
recorded in the books of this office ; and in order that I may be enabled to determine die 
proportion, you will be pleased to specify the precise number of private men which yoo will 
recommend, and into how many companies you propose to divide them. 

I have only to add that I shall look to you, as Her Majesty's lieutenant, for the 
nomination of proper persons to be appointed officers, subject to the Queen's approval 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. PBBL 

The immediate result astonished even the advocates of the mo^ lent ; and in onkr : 
to remove various doubts and difficulties, which had been suggested raHier tim lA.j 
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themselves for their e5e:r^. ii^.TJinir. 

Premising that thrs^ vr-in'-rrr-; n- ~ . - 

instructed to act as littzit' .- irLir:-jr. r.- - ■ - 
be rendered most valuablt _-. :':r ic-:: r: — - 
constructed for their defence— .: r.:L-: :•= — .■--.-.- 

1. The first essentia'.. x:-j:':i:: vt:c.-. :: : . -- 
can hope to render available •:: rei..' '^n . -<— - 
upon to act, either in ga.T:icr. :r :: ir..i. r. 
no general or other officer urccr -v-r.^r. .:- r.- 
dependence on their assisunce :r ir.-icrr^::..- - . 

2. In the second place, the :::r.ii:ur.r.£ . -:— . 
enforcing the above necessary discipiir.e. : : ri-.- :: - ._. - 
as volunteers who do not, under our preser: rr^rr. -.- r . - 
militia. 

3. In the above view, the system ot «ir... lt.i .:.-.-, 
not be such as to render the service unr.ec-i?-- 
time of the members that would interfere :r. ■■_'._: v.: 
indisposing to the service in the first ins'^ant -.:...-. ■. . 1 _: 
it, or driving them again out of it after a =*i:r. t:;.-.'.-::. .- . 
have been exposed. 

4. It should not be attempted, there:::* «.. -z^:-, - . 
them as soldiers expected to take their place ir. r^-: • ... 
that could ill be spared; but it should be ra:-.-: -. _^- 
thorough knowledge of the use of his weapcr.. cM .. . .-; 
as an auxiliary to which it should aspire. 

5. I: is evident that this object will be utv. i.v,i. '..-.'. 
small iyxiies, :n companies consisting of an c »:&'.' .:• ':.,-:' 
one er-5i*n. ar/i loc men of all ranks as a max:r."-:i j- • . . ..-1 . ^ . . 
ccc:p&r.ie:i. ■»i± o:^t proportion of officers, and c.:: ;^..»>;'. j .-', . -. .; 
of ar/i iixryiih dependence upon each other ^.•^rbvr:^.- *:..-. 

be scuzL: y. tonn !r*cm into larger corps, cniki-ju^ \uk li-r.^.-a^ . 
compi'>jk:.*f: n««iKn ^jf drill instruction. 

-^ T:a rAz.vc^, rj oiir country, with its numeroui wivivau;*; *iiC Jii 
openccci '^' cmc^ la one, gives peculiar importtoK ig tijc Mrf vf 
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in which bodies each man, deriving confidence from his own skill in the use of his arm, and 
from his reliance in the support of his comrades — men whom he had known and with whom 
he has lived from his youth up — intimately acquainted, besides, with the country in whidi be 
would be called upon to act, would hang with the most galling effect upon the flanks and 
communications of a hostile enemy. 

7. The instruction, therefore, that is most requisite is practice in the use and handling of 
the rifle ; and, with a view to this, sites for firing at a target should be established if possible 
in every locality where companies or bodies of volunteer riflemen are formed, and every 
encouragement given to the men to avail themselves of them, leaving it to themselves to 
select their own hours for practice, or for such further instructions as sharpshooters as it 
may ap()ear desirable to give them, namely, how to extend and avail themselves of cover, to 
fire advancing and retiring, to protect themselves from cavalry, or other simple movements 
which, while leaving every man his independent action, would enable them to act together witii 
more eflect. Interested as the more wealthy classes throughout the country will be in the 
efficiency of such bodies of volunteers formed in their own neighbourhood, they will doubtless 
co-operate heartily with the Lords Lieutenant of counties in endeavouring to find such sites 
for practice, and assist in whatever else may tend to further the object in view. 

I have the honour to be, etc, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. PEEL. 

Her Majesty's Lieutenant for the county of . 

Thus was oflicially inaugurated the great army of citizen-soldiers, which through 
good and evil report continues to this day to form an integral, and by no means unim- 
portant, part of Britain's defence from foreign aggression. It is worthy of notice that 
the Act of Parliament under which it was proposed to form the new army was the 
Defence Act of George II L — the same Act that had authorised the raising of the corps 
of 1795 and 1803. Subsequent Acts of Parliament on the subject are the Act of 1860 
protecting members of Friendly Societies from forfeiting privileges by reason of enrol- 
ment as volunteers, the Volunteer Act of 1863, the Regulation of Forces Act, 1871, and 
the Volunteer Act of 1897. 

The above circular letter of 12th iMay was duly published in the Aberdeen Press, 
annexed to the following advertisement, dated 18th May: — 

Volunteer Rifle Corps for Aberdeenshire. 

Arrangements being in progress for the establishment of such a corps in this county, in 
consequence of a circular communication recently addressed by the Secretary of State for War 
to the Lords Lieutenant of counties, of which a copy is annexed, persons disposed to joio 
the corps for Aberdeenshire are requested to communicate their names and addresses to the 
subscriber without delay. 

NEWELL BURNETT, 

Clerk of Lieutenanc)-. 
Record Office^ King Street^ Aberdeen^ 
\2>th May^ 1859. 

About the same time there also appeared the following quotation from a letter from 




Sheritl Watson. 
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was made to Stonehaven, whence they marched to Dunnottar, erected a target, and 
engaged in rifle practice, to the surprise and delight of the inhabitants of Stonehaven. 

THE MERCHANTS' RIFLE CORPS. 

While the City of Aberdeen Volunteer Rifles were getting through their pre- 
liminary difficulties, other sections of the community were as enthusiasticaUy engaged 
in forming new corps. The next in order were the "City of Aberdeen Merchants* Rifle 
V^olunteers." 

The fii'st corps had appealed to only one section of the community, and it soon 
became apparent that patriotism was not confined to any particular class. Hardly 
had the preliminary steps towards the formation of this corps been completed than 
"merchants*' and "artisans" engaged in friendly rivalry in endeavours to have a 
corps of their own. The merchants, as was fitting, went about the matter in a veo' 
creditable and business-like manner indeed, framed rules, and called a public meeting 
for 5th November, which was presided over by George Thompson, dean of guild, 
the result of which was the formation of the " City of Aberdeen Merchants' Rifle 
Volunteers." The first company, numbering about 90, was enrolled, rules for the 
corps were submitted and passed, a committee of management and a secretar}' 
(Mr. John Milne) were appointed, and the following officers were duly elected: — 

Captain — William Stevenson of Viewfield. 
IJeu tenant— Wtxajidtx Skene, merchant. 
Ensign — Charles Lyall Grant, merchant. 

Captain Stevenson is long since dead : hut Lieutenant Skene, now of Avondow— 
who resigned in 1861 on going abroad — rejoined the corps, by special request of the 
company, in 1870, as captain of his old company. He retired in 1884, but is still in 
business, hale and hearty, and is doing dut}'^ to the public in the County Council. 
He is one of the few survivors of the early officers, and one who, beloved by his men, 
contributed in no small measure to give stability to the volunteer movement. 

The rules drawn up are interesting as showing the conditions of service existing 
in those early volunteering days, and are given at length : — 

Rules of thk City of Aberdeen Merchants' Rifle Volunteers. 

I. — The Company or Companies shall be designated **The City of Aberdeen 
Merchants' Rifle Voluntkers." 

II. — " The City of Aberdeen Merchants' Rifle Volunteers" having been raised under the 
Act 44 Geo. III., Caj). 54, the Members are consequently subject to the provisions of that Act, 
and to all regulations which have been or shall be issued, under the authority of the Secretary 
of State for War. 

III. — The Company or Companies shall consist of Two Classes — (ist), Enrolled 
Members, consisting of effectives and non-effectives: and of (2nd) Honorary Members— the 
latter contributing to the general funds, but not being enrolled for service, and having no voice 
in any of the affairs of the Company or Companies. 




"^ ■^•^ 



Alexander Skene, Esq., Avondow, J,P„ 

Formerly Copliin, No. > Company, iM V.B.G.H. 
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Macdonald, afterwards of Kepplestone ; Alexander Bdmond, advocate, afterwards of 
Garthdee; and Alexander Macfarlane, H.M. Customs, who are all now dead. 

This preliminary meeting was called by circular, issued by them to their personal 
friends '' for conference and consultation/' and was held in the court-house on 20th 
May, 1859. The Provost, John Webster, advocate in Aberdeen, took the chair, and 
in a neat introductory speech he struck the correct note when he said that " they all 
desired that the local volunteer corps should be composed of every section of the 
citizens — professional men, artizans, tradesmen, and the working classes generally." 
Sheriff Watson moved that a requisition be presented to the magistrates, asking them 
to call a public meeting in further aid of the object. This was seconded by Mr. James 
Edmond, advocate, and unanimously agreed to. 

Everyone present there and then signed a requisition to the Magistrates and 
Council that a public meeting should be held during the week. From every point 
of view the meeting was a success — the speeches were brief, but enthusiastic, and the 
whole proceedings were of a thoroughly business-like nature. 

As Tennyson, the poet laureate, had, in lines more patriotic than poetic, urged 
the nation to " Form, Form, Citizens Form," so a local poet (then a scribe on the 
staff of the Aberdeen Herald), who, loved by all, is happily still with us, was inspired to 
dedicate to the promoters the following song, which appeared over the initial, "C":— 



NAY! NEVER SAY OUR ARMS ARE WEAK. 

Nay ! never say our arms are weak. 

Or that our hearts are cold ; 
The blood still rushes to the cheek 

At brave deeds done of old. 
We softly tread where sleep the dead ! 

A true devoted band ; 
We boast their name, we chant their fame. 

Who kept our Fatherland. 

Nay ! never say tho' on the wall 

The sword hangs in its sheath, 
That silent now to honour's call, 

We covet not its wreath. 
We pray for peace with love's increase ; 

But war's red flag unrolled, 
The blade we'll clasp, with ready grasp. 

As in the days of old. 

Nay ! never say our native shore 

Shall know invader's sway ; 
Our fathers stood her shield of yore — 

We claim that right to-day. 
From busy town and breezy down 

Shall gather on her strand 
Hearts warm and true, arms weak nor few. 

To guard our brave old land. 
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From Mr. Carnie's Reminiscences, Vol. I., page 325, we learn that this Aberdeen 
song was set to music by John Hullah, one of the great leaders in the spread of 
popular musical education in the country. It was sung at one time as a marching 
song by certain corps of London volunteers. 

The requisition was duly submitted to the Town Council by the Lord Provost, who, 
in proposing that the request be agreed to, said — 

Iff welcomed this assurance of patriotic spirit with much pleasure. If the movement had 
partaken of anything like alarm, or indicated any desire to embark our country in warfare, he 
should have looked upon it with a very different feeling from what he did ; in place of any such 
spirited movement involving Great Britain in the quarrel now impending, he believed it was the 
very best means of keeping us out of the strife. The part Britain had to maintain in this war 
was, in his opinion, a dignified neutrality. 

He had had no intimation regarding the formation of a rifle corps from the Lord 
Lieutenant, but this was no reason why the citizens should delay following up the 
Government instructions, and he must say that he felt gratified to see that the citizens, 
as in days of yore, were to come forward as a united body — as a trained band by them- 
selves — and not be merged in the county corps. (Hear, hear.) He had the utmost 
pleasure in agreeing to this requisition — that a public meeting should be held to consider 
the propriety of forming a city rifle corps. 

The Dean of Guild heartily seconded, and it was agreed that the meeting should be 
held in the court-house on Monday evening. 

The meeting was called by the Lord Provost by advertisement for Monday, the 
30th day of May, at seven o'clock afternoon, ** to consider as to making arrangements 
for the formation of a Volunteer Rifle Corps in Aberdeen." 

The Lord Provost took the chair, and, after stating the object of the meeting, 
it was moved by his lordship, seconded by the Dean of Guild, and unanimously 
agreed to — 

1. That this meeting, considering it highly expedient to establish volunteer rifle and 

artillery corps in this city, resolve to establish such on the conditions specified in 
the circulars from the Secretary of State for War, and respectfully invite their 
fellow-citizens of all ranks and classes to join with them in this resolution. 

Thereafter, it was moved by Arthur Thomson, banker, seconded by James Edmond, 
advocate, and unanimously agreed to — 

2. That in order to carry this resolution into effect, a committee, with full powers, be named. 

The Committee, headed by the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council, with 
Sheriff Watson as convener, was a large and influential one. 

The Committee immediately met, appointed an honorary secretary, Mr. George 
Collie, advocate, now deceased, and issued the following advertisement : — 

Aberdeen Volunteer Rifle Corps. 

The Committee are now prepared to receive the names of parties who are willing to join, 

and all such persons are requested to enrol their names at the Town House immediately. 

By order of the Committee, 

JOHN WEBSTER, Ix)rd Provost. 

GEORGE COLLIE, Hon. Secy. 
Town Hail, Aberdeen, istjune^ *^59- 
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A meeting of the Committee was held in the Town Hall on 10th June* and as 
the speeches delivered upon that occasion admirably express the spirit in which the 
work was approached, they are here reproduced : — 

A meeting of the Rifle Corps Committee, formed at the late public meeting, and othen 
taking an interest in the matter, was held yesterday afternoon in the Town HalL The Loid 
Provost presided, and the attendance was large and influential. 

The Provost^ in opening the proceedings, said it had been thought proper to convene the 
present meeting to decide as to the further course which should be taken towards the 
formation of a rifle corps, and to ascertain if those who had already joined were prepared 
to ofler their services through the Lord Lieutenant to Government. Although by the second 
code of regulations issued those first published had been considerably modified, Government 
still declined to do anything in the way of furnishing uniforms and accoutrements to the 
volunteers. It would be seen, however, that whereas it was made imperative at first that 
volunteers should attend twenty-four days' drill—a rule which of itself would prevent many 
parties from coming forward and joining this movement — Government were now to be satisBed 
if the members of a corps devoted so many hours weekly to drill The number which bad 
come forward here — about loo — though gratifying, was certainly not so great as the com- 
mittee would have desired. More particularly, however, would the committee have been 
gratified to have seen a larger number of artisans giving their names, as it was their anxioas 
wish that all classes of our townsmen of every trade and profession should be found shouMer 
to shoulder in the corps. (Hear, hear.) But there was little doubt that this paucity might be 
accounted for by the circumstance that the great majority of the working classes were unable 
to furnish themselves with rifles, uniforms, etc., and therefore no wonder at intelligent meo 
pausing ere they signed their names, seeing that in the circumstances it was a step that meant 
nothing. (Hear, hear.) He (the Provost) felt quite satisfied that without aid from the public 
exchequer it was beyond the means of the working classes to join numerously in this move- 
ment, while anything that might be raised by subscription towards it would be as a mere drop 
in the bucket. (Hear.) His lordship added that he had much satisfaction in alluding to the 
warm feeling which had been expressed in the Footdee district in favour of the immediate 
formation of a corps, no fewer than 240 of the men employed by Messrs. Hall, shipbuildeis, 
having declared their willingness to serve. (Applause.) He had also pleasure in stating that 
upwards of twenty of the young men in the North of Scotland Bank having expressed tbeir 
willingness to join the movement, the directors of the Bank, with signal liberality and spirit, 
had intimated their intention of furnishing them with the necessary accoutrements and rifles. 
(Applause.) He had no doubt but this handsome liberality on the part of this establishment 
would have an excellent effect upon others, and he looked forward with every hope to soon see 
a rifle corps worthy of the city. (Applause.) 

Mr. Wm. Jopp said that, looking to the instances of liberality and spirit referred to by the 
Provost, as also to the present numerous meeting, he thought now was the time to take some 
distinct step towards carrying out the object under consideration, and he therefore begged to 
move, " That those gentlemen who have already expressed their willingness to join the 
volunteer rifle corps now authorise the Lord Provost to make offer of their services through 
the Lord Lieutenant of the county." (Applause.) 

Dr. Keith, in a few words, seconded, and, amid applause, offered his services and those 
of Dr. Carr as surgeon and assistant-surgeon to the corps with which they might be connected 
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— for he expected to see more than one corps, and accidents would occur while practising even 
the best regulated volunteers and steadiest marksmen. (Hear, hear, and a laugh.) 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cadenhead^ city fiscal, then moved the appointment of a sub-committee to take 
immediate action in the matter. 

Mr. Westland seconded, and in doing so remarked that as Aberdeen had always been 
noted for being a fine recruiting station^ alike for the numbers and the excellence of the men 
enlisted, so he had no doubt but the volunteer corps would be worthy in every respect of the 
town. His directors in the Bank had most willingly resolved to furnish his assistants, as stated 
by the Provost, with rifles, etc. (the rifles remaining the property of the Bank). There were 
twenty-three of them, all good clerks, and he thought they had the stuff in them to make good 
soldiers. (Hear, hear.) 

These rifles remained in the custody of the Bank for many years, but were 
ultimately handed over to the lessee of Her Majesty's Theatre, Aberdeen, where 
they were, and perhaps still are, used to arm the *' supers " when they face the 
public as a stage army. 

The resolution authorising the Provost to offer the services of those willing to 
join the corps was duly carried out; and the following are the original members of 
the volunteer force in Aberdeen, viz. : — 



1. Allan, Hector, N. of S. Bank. 

2. Anderson, James, 33 Qaeen Street. 

3. Anderson, George, N. of S. Bank. 

4. Anderson, William, 198 Union Street 

5. Anderson, William Torry, N. of S. Bank. 

6. Angus, John, N. of S. Bank. 

7. Barclay, J. W., merchant 

8. Batcban, James, T. and C Bank. 

9. Baxter, Alexander B., N. of S. Bank, 
la Blaikie, John, yost., 15 Union Terrace. 

11. Blaikie, A. F., Granton Lodge. 

12. Brotchie, G. J. M., N. of S. Bank. 

13. Cadenhead, George, advocate. 

14. Carr, George, 23 Union Place. 

15. Cameron, John, Union Bank. 

16. Carmicbael, George, 3 Charlotle Street 

17. Catto, John, 90 King Street 

18. Chalmers, Patrick, 14 Union Terrace. 

19. Chalmers, J. S., King Street 

20. Clark, John Moir, 16 Albyn Place. 

21. Cochran, Alexander, Crown Terrace (late colonel, 

Sth V.B.G.H.). 

22. Cooper, Patrick, advocate. 

23. Collie, George, advocate. 

24. Crombie, John, accountant (late major, ist 

V.RG.H.). 

25. Cmickshank, John, N. of S. Bank. 



26. Duncan, John, Jan., 263 Union Street West. 

27. Duncan, Douglass, do. (late 

colonel, 1st V.B.G.H.). 

28. Duncan, William, Martschal Street. 

29. Easton, David, Union Bank. 

30. Edmond, Alexander, advocate. 

31. Edmond, James, advocate. 

32. Edmond, Alexander, jun., Cardenshaugh. 

33. Farquhar, Arthur, 93 Union Street 

34. Forbes, Alexander C., 36 Union Street. 

35. Forbes, James, jun., 265 George Street. 

36. Eraser, James, Union Bank. 

37. Eraser, George, 194 King Street. 

38. Eraser, Angus, Woodbank (late surgeon-lieut.- 

col., 1st V.B.G.H.). 

39. Eraser, David, Woodbank. 

40. Gariocb, James, writer. Union Street. 

41. Gillan, John, Skene Street West 

42. Glover, Charles, Marischal Street. 

43. Gordon, Douglas, T. and C. Bank. 

44. Gordon, William, Bon-Accord Square. 

45. Gordon, William E., Union Bank. 

46. Gray, Walter, Do. 

47. Gray, George Henry, 89 Broad Street. 

48. Grant, Charles Lyall, I Rotunda I'lace. 

49. Griffith, John L., 95 Union Street. 
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5a Hogarth, Hugh, 87 Crown Street. 

51. Hogarth, Alexander P., 261 Union Street. 

52. Horn, William S-, 12 Springbank Terrace. 

53. Howie, David, North of Scotland Bank. 

54. Jack, A. G., Union Bank. 

55. Jack, Joseph, North of Scotland Bank. 

56. Jamieson, John, Town and County Bank. 

57. Jopp, William, wine merchant (late col., ist 

V.B.G.H.). 

58. Keith, William, 257 Union Street. 

59. Kennedy, Charles, S^ Bon-Accord Street. 
6a Kidd, Robert Jno., North of Scotland Bank. 

61. Laird, D., jun., North of Scotland Bank. 

62. Leslie, Alexander, 146 Crown Street. 

63. Littlejohn, William, jun., 91 Union Street. 

64. Lumsden, William, jun.. East Bank. 

65. Lumsden, J. F., 3 Union Terrace. 

66. Macdonald, Alex., jun., 7 Bon- Accord Square. 

67. Macfarlanc, Alexander, 73 Bon- Accord Street. 

68. Mackenzie, J. Russell, architect. 

69. Mackenzie, Thomas, advocate. 

70. M'Gruer, Alexander, Union Bank. 

71. Milne, William, Castle Lodge. 

72. MoUyson, Charles A., 27 Dee Street. 

73. Murray, Alexander, 44 Skene Street. 

74. Ogston, A M., Loch Street (late col., R.G.A. (Vols.)). 

75. Paull, James, advocate. 

76. Paul, William, advocate. 

77. Pirie, Alexander, 20 Market Street. 

78. Playfedr, George, 70 Union Street. 



79- Robertson, A., North of Sootboid Bank. 

8a Robertson, George, Jul, Bank Street, FerryfailL 

81. Rodger, Alexander, writer. 

82. Rose, Charles, Haselhead. 

83. Rowell, Joseph, jun., View Place. 

84. Runcy, Charles F., advocate. 

85. Rutherford, George D., Union Street. 

86. Sangster, John, clothier. Union Street. 

87. Saunders, B., North of Scotland Bank. 

88. Scott, John, North of Scotland Bank. 

89. Sefton, D. H., Union Bank. 

90. Shepherd, Alexander, Silver Street 

91. Simpson, Alexander, jun., advocate. 

92. Simpson, George, South Bridge. 

93. Skene, Alexander, merchant, 21 Regent Quay. 

94. Smith, G. Seton, Union Bank. 

95. Stephen, Alexander, 23 King Street 

96. Stephen, George, Town and County Bank. 

97. Stephen, Lessel, advocate. 

98. Thomson, Arthur, banker. 

99. Todd, Gavin T., Marycolter House, 
loa Todd, James, Maryculter House. 

1 01. Turreff, James, North of Scotland Bank. 

102. Valentine, James, clerk, 3 King Street 

103. Wallace, VTiUiam, Silver Street 

la^ Walker, Alexander, 52 Union Street 

105. Whitecross, A. L., writer, 3 King Street 

106. Wilsone, Thomas, 229 Union Street 

107. Willox, Robert, North of Scotland Bank. 

108. Will, Thomas C, North of Scotland Bank. 

109. Wilson, George P., Union Bank. 

1 10. Wyllie, David, Union Bank. 

111. Yeats, W. G., Union Bank. 

112. Youngson, Thomas, advocate (late col., ist A..\.V.). 



At the June meeting of the Town Council a resolution was adopted, requesting the 
Government " to furnish the battery recently erected on the Links with guns, etc, and 
the proper complement of men, and also to proceed without delay with the erection and 
equipment of the batteries at the North Pier and at Torry on the sites made over for 
that purpose by the Town Council to the War Department." 

The sub-committee, upon 21st July, appointed a Select Committee to prepare rules, 
and this committee reported on 5th August as follows : — 

Interim Report by the Commiitee appointed at the Meeting of the Sub<]om- 

MITTEE of the CiTY OF ABERDEEN VOLUNTEER RiFLE CORPS, HELD ON THE 

Twenty-first day of July last (1859). 

The Select Committee having had several meetings, and been in communication widi 
Colonel Erskine and others from whom they conceived they would derive the best infor- 
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So many *' merchants ** came forward that a second company had immediately to 
be formed. The names of Hardy Robinson, manufacturer, and Lieutenant Skene of 
the First Company were mentioned for the captaincy, but Lieutenant Skene withdrew 
his name, and the Second Company, on 1st December, elected the following officers: — 

Captain — Hardy Robinson, 

Lieutenant — Charles Lyall Grant (of the ist Company), 

Ensign — George Black Bothwell, 

while Mr. Williamson Scott was elected to the post of ensign in the First Company, 
vacant in consequence of the promotion of Mr. Grant to the lieutenancy of the Second 
Company. 

The meeting-place of these companies was the old Water-House at the west end 
of Union Street, and the corps paraded both in the early mornings and in the evenings. 
They were the proud possessors of a band and a bandmaster in the person of Mr. 
William Spark, a well-known teacher of music in the city. 

SIR WILLIAM FORBES'S CORPS. 

The Fifth Company originated in the split which took place in the original corps 
over the election of officers, and under the captaincy of Sir William Forbes, Bart., 
it very soon had a membership of over 100. 

The officers selected were : — 

Captain — Sir William Forbes, Bart. 
Lieutenant — William Adamson, sharebroker. 
Ensign — Alex. P. Hogarth, merchant. 

The first non-commissioned officers were : — 

Colour- Sergeant — Alexander Stephen. 

Sergeants— G. D. Rutherford, Richard Latter. 

Corporals — G. Seton Smith, Alexander Cochran, C. T. Glover. 

Sergeant John Mearse was drill-instructor of this corps. 

This corps also had a band. At that time there had been in existence a city band, 
which had, however, fallen upon evil days. Mr. Robert Milne, formerly bandmaster 
of the city band, joined this corps, and his lead was followed by many of his former 
colleagues, and from this there arose a very creditable band under Mr. Milne's leader- 
ship. The corps' headquarters and drill-ground were off the West North Street, where 
the works of Messrs. Barry Henry & Company, Limited, now stand. 

THE ARTISAN CORPS. 

The following document was, early in November, 1859, circulated for signature 
amongst the artisan class in the city: — 

We, the undersigned, deeply impressed with the importance of the movement at present 
going on among the higher classes for the formation of rifle corps, and sensible that, if much 
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upon sufficient excuse given in writing to the Committee of Management All fines to be 
added to the funds of the corps. 

15. That the members of the corps conform in all respects to the Government regubticms, 
and that the foregoing proposals be subject to such alteration as may be necessary to produce 
conformity with the (Government regulations. 

At a meeting of the sub-committee, called by circular, and held within the Town 
Council Chambers on Friday, the 5th August, 1859, 

WILLIAM JOPP, Esquire, Prescs, 

The foregoing proposals were unanimously approved of. 

WILLIAM JOPP, Chairman. 

By rule 9, it will be seen that there was to be no shirking duty — drill was to be 
three days per week, and three times on each of these days, to suit the business 
hours of members. But there was no attempt to shirk duty — the enthusiasm was too 
great — and the corps, numbering over 100, in a short time presented a wonderfully 
smart military appearance. It was when rule 10 came to be applied that the rift in the 
lute appeared. It was obvious that the corps was too large to consist of one company, 
and the method of division and the election of officers caused strong feeling, and 
ultimately led to the resignation of a considerable section, which shortly afterwards 
formed a new company under the command of Sir William Forbes, Bart, of 
Craigievar. AlVs well that ends well, however, and at last, in November, 1859, the 
first officers were selected, and on 19th November were approved by Her Majest>\ 
They were as follows: — 

Company No. i (6th Abbrdebnshire). 

Captain — William Jopp. 
Lieutenant — George Cadenhead. 
Ensign — Patrick Cooper. 

Company No. 2 (7TH Aberdeenshire). 

Captain — Arthur Thomson. 
Lieutenant — John Blaikie. 
Ensign — Alexander Edmond. 



Surgeons— Dr. William Keith, Dr. George Carr. 

On 23rd February, Lieutenant Blaikie resigned upon being appointed to the 
artillery. Ensign Edmond was promoted to be lieutenant, and Mr. Charles Rose 
was appointed ensign. 

The establishment in each case was certified to consist of 1 captain, 1 lieutenant 
1 ensign, and 100 men of all ranks. Their first public appearance was made on 
Saturday, 15th November, when to the number of 150, and headed by the band 
of the Royal Aberdeenshire Highlanders, they marched from their parade-ground 
(Marischal College) xHa Broad Street, Castle Street, and King Street to the Links, 
engaged in various exercises, and marched back in the same order. There was 
a great crowd to witness the first turnout of the citizen soldiers, and the 
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treasurer for the time being for the amount allocated to him, binding himself, at whatever 
period he ceases to be a member of the artisan corps, either to repay the said sum, or to 
deliver up his accoutrements to the storekeeper for the time being appointed by the acting 
committee of the Aberdeen Artisan Rifle Corps, or to the artillery storekeeper as the case 
may be ; and in like manner every member must return his uniform to the storekeeper, unless 
he has been eighteen months in the service from the period of receiving his outfit, after which 
the uniform will become his own property, it being clearly understood that after the first outfit 
the volunteers will have to renew their own (uniform) clothing. 

4. That grants in aid towards the expense of drill may be given to the amount of 5s. for 
each volunteer, but only to members admitted on the above conditions. 

5. That a copy of the above resolutions be sent to the secretaries of all artisan companies, 
and also published in one or more of the Aberdeen newspapers. 

This fund received assistance from an unexpected quarter. The British Association 
ad held its meeting in Aberdeen in 1859, and a guarantee fund had been raised by 
oluntary subscription. When all expenses were paid, it was found that there were 
sveral hundreds of pounds in hand, and the Committee were about to divide the 
loney proportionally amongst the subscribers. The officers of the artisan corps 
pplied for the balance on hand as a donation to a good cause. They followed 
lis up by issuing and obtaining mandates, signed by a large proportion of the 
ubscribers, authorising the Association Guarantee Fund Committee to pay the 
alance repayable to individual subscribers to the Artisan Volunteer Companies' Fund. 
*hey did not get the whole of it, but the lion's share fell to their lot, and the sub- 
cribers to the British Association fund had the gratification of knowing that their 
onations to that fund had, in addition to their original purpose, been of substantial 
ssistance to the greatest national movement of modern times. 

No sooner was the question of finance solved in this way than the artisans flocked 
n large numbers to enrol their names in the citizen army, and within a few months 
our such companies were formed, officers selected, and drill begun in earnest. Rules 
/ere framed on the model of the "merchants'" rules, the only practical difference 
>eing the subscription. The artisans contributed £\ 2s. 6d. of entry money, of which 
l\ was allotted towards cost of uniform. The annual subscription was 5s. to the 
rtisans instead of lOs. 6d., and honorary members also contributed 10s. 6d. instead 
f £\ Is. The secretary of the merchants' corps also acted as secretary to the 
rtisans. The officers selected for the artisan companies were as follows : — 

1ST Artisan Company (i2Th Aberdeenshire), 27th January, i860. 

Captain Commandant — William Keith. 
Captain — Robert Abemethy. 
Lieutenant — Lessel Stephen. 
Ensign — John Mou: Clark. 

2ND Artisan Company (13TH Aberdeenshire). 

Captain — Alexander Simpson. 

Lieutenant — Alexander Macdonald (afterwards of Kepplestone). 

Ensign — ^Alexander Francis Blaikie, Granton Lodge. 
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These companies had a brass and bugle band, with " chromatic attachments.** Tbe 
bandmaster was a Mr. Campbell, an old military bandsman. The assembly-groml 
was in Spring Garden. • 

3RD Artisan Company, January 13th, i860. 

Captain — William Esplin. 
lAeutenant—lrnnt Kempt. 
Ensign— l9scit& Hadden Bower. 

This company was known as the *' Railway Company,** as it was composed maiolj 
of the employees of the Scottish North-Bastern Railway Company, and drilled in the 
station ground. 

The election of non-commissioned officers for the companies composing this corps 
resulted as follows : — 

First Company. 

Colour- Sergeant — John Clark, tinsmith. 

Sergeants — James Elder, compositor ; James Downie, shoemaker ; Alexander Mackaj, 
printer ; Charles Lawrence, cabinetmaker. 

Corporals— PAtxdin^tx Clark, tinsmith; Peter Corrie, tinsmith j George Shearer, tinsmith; 
John Campbell, plumber ; John Scorgie, mechanic. 

Second Company. 

Colour- Sergeant — Charles Grassie. 
ist Sergeant — James Johnston. 
2nd Sergeant — Alexander Masson. 
^rd Sergeant — John Fraser. 
ist Corporal — James Still. 
2nd Corporal — Henry Murray. 
^rd Corporal — James Robertson. 
4/A Corporal — William Forbes. 

Third Company. 

Colour- Sergeant — Alexander Leslie, ironfounder. 

Sergeants— Gtoxgt Thorn, engineer; Arthur Strachan, ship carpenter; William Martin, 
overlooker ; Robert Sutherland, mason. 

Corporals — John M*Gillivray, mason ; Charles Gumming, joiner ; James Cooper, painter; 
Robert Anderson, ship carpenter ; Daniel Kelly, ship carpenter. 

This corps had a band, under the leadership of Mr. Reubin Hunter, teacher ci 
music, and drilled in a hall in Gallowgate opposite Littlejohn Street, known at that 
time as the " Dogs' and Monkeys' Hall." 

The spirit of enthusiasm which animated one and all of these corps was not only 
local — it was national. In an interesting article titled ''A Brigadiei^s Retrospect," 
written in 1902 by Lord Kingsburgh — himself a distinguished volunteer — for A 



I J. ' ^^. 
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'olunteer Havcrsacf: v\ii"a>: - 
le learned writer thur r^r^r- ■ 

The volunteer : -— 
citizen joins the vo/^.-.rr.- :-:. 
are prescribed, al. i:isl'. : •-■-.. 
limited amount of rair.rr.. 
But what a life wa? :: :■ 
drills. Many wen: rer-jir 
seven in the mornir;^ v-::: :■■ 
and in the aftemoor. ■_--■ .■ _ ■ 
with an artisan coxiji- • "•" - : 
Red Book of those Ccyi ^ : _ 
meet our condition of z't^'-' -.'- 



.• 



No doubt much ■.:' _ «* >-— ■ 
for that by being rea'.'.y ':-.'•. - _ . . 
a volunteer of to-dav c'.ri* .: : 

showed many voluntrtr= i.:"..- i • - - 
And how and where d:c »"*. -,- - — 
the rat's tail gas-burners -:'■.-— - 
below the Council Chamb*:r v • •:: ,• - 
long winter and into sprirji: v-. ^ .-- 
Ijut we who had artisan con.;^- .r i 
cates by judging distance ir. •» -■ - 
one was glad to warm one'-: f.-.^j-r < 
which, after the fouling of t f-rv - . , ■ -_ 
that no man now alive w:.- «^. 
pleasant recollection. I d'-'j : , 
and I know now that n.u'-: v.* \c'. 
conditions, but we did :: :t'sd' r . 
to-day would be quite uruii»»* -.•. ..■.>?■-.. 



What was true of Edinr.-^'ii' ■: '.-.■ j^ 
who was then an appreiiijv; :^'. <•..•• 
Sir George Reid, late P.hL\.^. - i -< .-, 
subject of a reunion of the i'rr.t^' •:.-5«r->..- 
thus of his old volunteering Ciav^ . 

It is difficult no» i'. *:j.>if.r: ..... . , ^„ 

trudge in the dark wnuc lir^'.-i.j , ■ . ^. 
squad drill by gashgh*. n. tii* Oi' *c^ 

left a very distinct ima^*. o i.-uj**; - 

Company — I refer lo Mr ^lurir. k.,.. ,. 

spare, erect. Mjidier I) lij^u»«. ••tt ■ ,. ^ ,. . 

the finest speciuieiit u! tij*. '>j^. a;/fO«t' ',.' «.^^ 
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not held erect and shoulders well squared he would stop the drill, st^ forwmrd, and carefiif 
adjust the offending parts. It was far from pleasant to feel the muzzle of one's rear nik waA 
rifle playing ahout the small of one's back when in capping position on days when blank ad- 
ridge was in use. On one of these occasions, if I remember rightly, a ramrod went aini»| 
which may probably still be lodged somewhere about the roof of BannermilL The wonderii 
that serious accidents did not happen. The unsuspecting crowd of onlookers little knev a 
what dangers they exposed themselves. 

Sir George's experience was that of most volunteers in those days. A photograph 
of Sergeant Munro, here reproduced, may perchance recall some happy memories to 
surviving members of the Merchants' Companies. 




Sergeant Munro, 

Finl IntlnKIOI, Merchuili' Compiny (No. i Coy.), 
islA-R.V., <Bs» 




Sergeanl-Major Mearse. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

" Punch " and the Volunteers. 

Before proceeding further with the history of the rise of the volunteer of to-day, 
it will be profitable to glance for a brief space at our subject as seen through the 
spectacles of Mr. Punch. How interesting a book could be written about the Punch 
pictures of this period upon the volunteers can be realised only by those who have 
gone over the delightful volumes of our national satirist. 

Punch, as early as 1852, while professing not to be an alarmist, weekly chronicled 
the doings of " Napoleon the Little " — as he called him, by way of contrast to the fame 
of his great predecessor — discussed rifle clubs, and evinced a strong suspicion of the 
designs of Napoleon towards this country. The French eagle is constantly portrayed 
in different circumstances, but always with the head of Napoleon, and an eye ex- 
pressive of intense hatred looking towards the British shore. Punch sneers at 
Napoleon's ''army of Italy" in such a manner as cannot fail to recall the first 
Napoleon's '* army of England," which, sixty years before, was intended to lay Britain 
at the feet of its powerful enemy. That these warnings, pictorial and otherwise, did 
not go unheeded was evident from the restless feeling throughout the country, from 
the mutterings about coast defence, army reform, recruiting for the militia, and finally 
the call for a volunteer force for internal defence. Punch boldly encouraged this last 
proposal, and in no way concealed his pleasure when the citizen army sprang into 
existence. 

Amid all his pleasantries over the lighter failings of the volunteers, there is an 
obvious feeling of pride in Punch at the patriotism which brought the volunteers into 
existence. About the earliest of Punch's cartoons on the subject of French designs 
upon this country was that in which the French emperor is represented as " the 
fretful porcupine," watching Britain from the French coast: the animal is bristling 
with quills composed of swords and bayonets, having the appearance of slowly turning 
towards Britain. 

Says Napoleon : — 

" L'Empire c'est la paix " ; 
but Punch drily retorts — 

" He may be an offensive animal, but he don't look like it." 

On another page, the animal is said to be described by Zoologists as an extra- 
ordinary creature of the Napoleonic species, which, by means of his quills, has the 
property of shooting missiles to the annoyance of his enemies at a considerable 
distance. The hint was too plain to be neglected, and, shortly afterwards, John 
Bull is portrayed proudly displaying to Britannia his stores of munitions of war, 
while Her Majesty says — 

" I don't know what may happen, Mr. Bull, but * keep our powder dry.' " 
And Punch's " enthusiastic artist prepared for the French invasion," by Tenniel, shows 
the artist accoutred in a manner that would certainly have startled any invader. 
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The volunteer movement grows apace ; the world is astounded at the rapid ar 
of the nation. The French press and the French colonels, as the Anglophobist FnxA | 
officers were called, become more virulent than ever as they see what they deem to bt ' 
their grand opportunity slipping away, and in November, 1859, it is with them, right 
reason or none, immediatt: invasion. Punch produces a cartoon over the well-lmowi 
initials, "J.L.," depicting John Bull reading a newspaper, in no very amiable fnuoe 
of mind, as his face clearly shows. 




Mi. Lull—" Im-asion indeed : That's a game two can play ai '. Why, to beat Ifaeie 
poodles lalk, one wuuld think my bull-dog was dead ! " 

(From frmc*. by special permiuaaii of ihe PioprlElan.) 

The bull-dog referred to is, as the reader will see, sitting at his master's feet looktag 
very much alive, while standing by his side is a fully-equipped volunteer, ready fv 
any emergency. The wall forming the background is placarded with bills, whki 
indicate what is going on in the country. 
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The movement continues to spread, and Punch is far from beiny backward in uttsiHt- 
ing, by pen and pencil, the patriotic endeavours of our citizens. The old phrase " nation 
of shopkeepers," sneeringly repeated by the French army oFRcers, (ilves him oppor- 
tunity for another fine cartoon. The French, like others, are surprised at the wiirhku 
feeling that has so rapidly spread over the land, and our keen-witted friend represcntH 
the typical John Bull smilingly showing two foreign parties a body of votunteeni 
marching through the streets. 




THE VOLUSTLtk MOVhMKN'I 



FOBEicii Pastt— ■* Huv Mooca Bv^ I '*■ 
Mr. Bool—" So I am, HocMOC— «a>l ilww u 



(Fna ramU ■/) v«^ -^ 



« V<7* -mi^/ mu^ 'tiK it^i!' '■ '/i 



As the dread of invasion wnre ofF Punch rvt'^rt,* v, '/,KnfA ridiMilc Ifut ti« ni^VKr 
allows it to be forgotten that the v/iunt&cr w»« it y^tr^/t '4 thi- Wni onUt- 'flit: 
picture of an entfausiasttc volunteer 'Ahtjcr %ittinii if. tail 'mitoru, If/ >l»' ("•^c 
practising the bugle calls upon a concertjr^ :t -.rrtA.w^My I .im-/. wliiU: ^l lti>: Mr 
time it shows the spirit that anirnated tht y';.irst*->:r. In tt;« nj/l/ /I;./* /<f Vfliifiliu 
ing, as will be remembenxl. the vjf ,if.t«Kr» v.- j^..'! !.•>-,?/,»«,-/«* at tti*'i» i/uti t!.*i^tii 
and there were in the ranks, noc neri:^'/ y^.j.v, '->:' «t 'i '^.r ''ii. ^n* tiu^fi ot nU njf^, 
and of all sorts and conditifMis. Tim '/^jtn •:*A -^(/j/f',.!,-^, v, t'uu-h at »iij i^u. I«tl|i 
idea of sizing the men while ;n tIk r»ntx -•.•/: km^. u.ji- , .x* 'jf'/j.j/'vl i« "ti".*'^ Im 
pleased. This i* admiraUy depittwf m tiMf ^^y/*,/;^ ca*./*; 
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Ol[i Gsnt {aiilk digUnlly)- 
my (jun will go off \ " 



A CAUTION. 
" Nuw, reaWy — uh ! — this dis— gracefal crowding— I'm— positive 



m FumcA, by ipccii] perm 



of Ihe l^xifwictonh) 



Here one sees the city swell, obviously proud of his becoming uniform, marching 
side by side with the undersized jolly old gentleman, who is more mindful of keefriflg 
his place in the ranks than of the position of his musket, as is apparent from tbc 
expression on the face of his right-hand neighbour. Further along the picture 
a testy old gentleman, probably a city magnate, is being crowded out by one wbo 
has the appearance of a broken-down city clerk, and, having gone to drill with 
loaded rifle, he evidently does not feel comfortable, as his remarks below the picture 
indicate. 

The stout volunteer was, of course, a source of much merriment for Punch, and the 
feelings of the gentleman who arrives home almost breathless in his haste to see hii 
new uniform may be more easily imagined than described when, in answer to bis 
question, his loving daughter replies : — 

" Yes, pa, dear, and we've tried it on the water butt, and it looks so nice I " 

Years afterwards — in July, 1882 — when the drolleries of the early volunteers hail 
been forgotten, and London had not been consoled for the loss of its favourite elephant, 
a sketch by Charles Keene pictures the astonishment of a very corpulent volunteer 
officer marching alongside his company on hearing that terrible small boy shout out, to 
the delight of the bystanders, " Ooray I 'ere's old Jumbo come back agin." 

Speaking of small boys brings us to the last Punch picture it is intended to reproduce 
here. The small boy of the street arab species was, and still is, the bete noire of the 
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jroung volunteer; he is so abaolmr^ fearfess of consequences, and unhesitatingly' 
expresse&, often in rmHter f wc tn r e aqne language. whatc\'eT- nuj" occur to him as most 
likely to annor the object oi his naDcry. One can paMon the expression of bosti1it>' 
«4iich John Leech in 1860 hasportmyed on the face of a distinguished-looking x'olunteer 
officer upon hearing one of tiboae £»"■"«' diout oat to him : — 

" Now. captiog ! Clean joar boots an' let yer 'xve a shot at me for a penny ! " 

So Pvndb, upon another page, repnaeats thus : — 
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6th, afterwards 1st Abbrdef^ 

Thb lists previously given complete the "cni-j' 
Aberdeen in the autumn of 1859. Bach cm 
ground, drill-instructor, committee of 
as already mentioned, more than one itsptr 

It soon became apparent, however, that "3 
that all the "corps" should be formed into |M 
sentatives from the different companies i 
their action was subsequently adopted by ' 
and Mr. William Paul, advocate, was appai)od 
ad interim. The proposal found favour «-! | 
sanctioned by Government. A question tl 
the command. Colonel Fraser of Castle I 
had, at the special request of the Lord Lie 
present Earl), superintended the inauguratiofl'S 
out the city and county, was offered the com 
accept it; and finally the corps recommendef 
Turner Christie, late 38th Foot, of Corsee House, I 
was approved by the Lord Lieutenant and confirmed II 
the regiment thus becoming the first, as it is now the^ 
of the Forth. 

The material placed at Colonel Christie's disposid 1 
rather a heterogeneous character. Formed and acting* 
the different corps had each its own peculiar characteristic! 
were glaring varieties which must hnve impressed 
Christie with a feeling akin to horror. But with the aid'^ 
Leamey as major, and of Captain Samuel Rawson (fon 
from 1855 to 1858. adjutant of the Aherdeenshire Militia), 
I860, was appointed ficting adjutant of the City Volunteers, thr""^ 
came to assume a smarter militar>' appearance. The appointnn;! 
as adjutant was formally approved by Her Majesty early in A| ■ ■ 
the amalgamation, if it may be so called, each company retaini.- 
ground and instructor, and kept its own supply of arms and an 
were periodically inspected by the commanding officer at eaci 
The instructions issued by the War Office were that all Govemn 
be taken into store after every drill, but if one may judge by the or. 
strong desire on the part of the men to carry their rifles home, and 
was experienced in getting the arms returned regularly to the con 
a difficulty which lasted till the corps had a battalion armoury, and 
individual members was allowed during the volunteer season. Anotli 
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of no small importance was the storing of ammunition. The commander of each 
company took charge of, and was responsible for the safety and distribution of the 
ammunition to the company as required. Now, a barrel of gunpowder, balls, and 
percussion caps were not quite the class of goods that one cared to have stored in 
one's house or ofRce, and it was here that the shoe pinched. In one instance, an 
officer of an artisan company had sent to his office, for the use of his company, a 
large barrel of gunpowder. The worthy captain was very uneasy on the subject, and 
expressed his uneasiness to one of his clerks who was also a member of the corps. 
The assistant replied, "Oh! leave that to me; Til put it in a place of safety!" The 
gunpowder disappeared, and was duly served out to the company as required, and this 
went on regularly, as barrel after barrel succeeded each other. Long afterwards, 
when the difficulty of storing ammunition had been satisfactorily solved, it occurred to 
the captain in question to ask his assistant how he had stored the gunpowder. His 
astonishment was great when the reply was that he had special facilities for obtaining 
access at all times to St. Paul's Episcopal Church, and he had stored it in the ** loft " 
of the church, and he added, " No one was any the wiser or the waur." We suspect it 
would not have added to the complacency of the worthy worshippers of St. Paul's 
could they have imagined that the loft of the church was being used as a powder 
magazine. 

The first battalion order issued by the new commander, upon assuming command 
of the regiment, was as follows : — 

6th ABERDEENSHIRE RIFLE VOLUNTEER CORPS. 

Battalion Orders by Lieutenant- Colon el Christie, Aberdeen. 

March i6tk^ i860. 

1. The following announcement, having appeared in the London Gazette, is notified for 
the information of the corps : — Major Napier Turner Christie to be lieutenant-colonel ; Peter 
Redfem, M.D., to be surgeon ; George Carr, M.D., to be assistant-surgeon. 

2. Lieutenant Colonel Christie has assumed the command of the corps from this date. 
In doing so he begs to thank the volunteers for the honour they have done him in proposing 
him to the Lord Lieutenant as their commanding officer, and to assure them that it shall be 
his earnest endeavour to prove to them that their confidence has not been misplaced. 

3. All official communications intended for the information of the commanding officer 
will be forwarded, till further orders, through William Paul, Esquire, secretary to the battalion, 
who has kindly given the use of his office, No. 97 Union Street, as an orderly room, till 
another can be procured. 

4. Captains commanding companies will be pleased to forward to the orderly room, as 
soon as possible, the dates of their respective commissions, in order that their companies may 
receive their regimental numbers. 

5. Officers commanding companies will send to the orderly room, as soon as they con- 
veniently can, a copy of the muster roll of their companies alphabetically arranged. 

6. They will also report, in writing, the hours and places fixed for the company's drills and 
parades, the names of the drill-instructors, and where the company's arms (which have been 
issued by the War Office) are deposited, with the name of the person in charge ; and, should 
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they propose to make any alteration in these hours or places, they will please notify the 
for the information of the commanding officer. 

7. It is requested that a copy of the rules of the different companies be sent immediatdf 
to the orderly room, as general rules for the battalion are about to be prepared and submided 
for the approval of the corps. 

This was followed by an order dated 27th March, 1860, ordering the battalion to 
parade for the first time on Saturday, the 31st March, at 4.30, in the garden belong- 
ing to Sir Alexander Bannerman, Bart., of Crimonmogate, near Golden Square, and 
an explanatory order, issued two days later, gives the order of formation of the 
companies as follows : — 

No. 6. Captain Esplin. 
„ 7. „ Simpson. 
„ 8. Commandant Keith. 
„ 9. Captain Abernethy. 



No. I. 


Captain Jopp. 


M 2. 


n 


Thomson. 


» 3- 


M 


Stevenson. 


» 4- 


f> 


Robinson. 


» 5- 


») 


Sir Wm. Forbes, Bart. 



This formation was strictly in accordance with the dates of the respective captains' 
commissions, which corresponded with the date of the commencement of each corp& 
The regiment was, it will be observed, known at first as the 6th Aberdeenshire Rilk 
Volunteers, being the number originally attached to the first company or corps, and 
the former numbers and designations of each company now ceased, although for 
many years afterwards the original class designations, such as *' Merchants" and 
''Artisans," continued to be applied to certain companies. The whole county corpi 
were soon, like the city corps, formed into district battalions, and the title of the 
City Rifles was then changed from the 6th to " 1st Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers." 
Immediately upon the appointment of Captain Rawson as adjutant, Mr. Paul's duties 
as secretary ceased, and the order of 24th April, 1860, contains Colonel Christie's best 
thanks to Mr. Paul for the ''very efficient and ready assistance he had hitherto 
received from him in carrj'ing on the duties of the battalion.'' The orderly room 
was transferred from his office to the Court House Buildings, where use of a 
room had been granted by the Town and County Buildings Commissioners. Captaio 
Jopp, who was senior captain, was sent to Hythe School of Musketry to undergo 
a course of training. Other officers, as also the sergeant-instructors subsequently 
appointed, underwent similar training both at Hythe and Fleetwood Training Schools. 
Regular weekly battalion parades now commenced, sometimes on the Links and at 
other times in a field on the south side of the river Dee, west of the Suspension Brid^ 
in which latter case the companies were by the battalion orders ordered, after crossing 
the Suspension Bridge, " to move down the road to the left and enter the field by the 
first gate on the right, and captains will please to order their parades in time to allov 
for the increased distance their companies will have to march." This shows that volun- 
teers did not assemble on the battalion parade-ground as at present, but each company 
met at its regular meeting-place, and marched through the town to the rendezvous. 
But these battalion parades did not supersede the regular company drills, which con- 
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inued in all the companies at early morning, afternoon, and evening, as best suited the 
»nvenience of the members of each company. 




Officers Belt Buckle. 

Lent by Sniniial lUwioa, Eiq., Chbuidi, m« oT the In 



Probably the events which attracted most attention in the volunteer world during 
he first year of their existence were the reception given to volunteer ofRcers by 
ler Majesty Queen Victoria, and the two first national volunteer reviews held — one for 
English volunteers, in Hyde Park in April, 1860, and one for Scottish volunteers, held in 
he Queen's Park, Edinburgh, upon 7th August, 1860. As there have been three Scottish 
eviews held in the same place within the last 47 years, these will be dealt with in a 
eparate chapter. Colonel Christie requested to be allowed to send a contingent from 
kberdeen to the English review, but this was not allowed by the authorities. 

With that graciousness and remarkable faculty for doing the right thing at the 
.ppropriate time that characterised alt the public actions of Queen Victoria 
luring the whole of her long and illustrious reign, Her Majesty decided to hold 
. levee at St. James's Palace on Wednesday, 7th March, 1860, open to all volunteer 
ifficers, although they had not received their commission. The Aberdeen Rifle 
Volunteers were represented by twelve officers. 

The variety of uniforms in our local corps, already alluded to, was particularly con- 
picuous at the reception. The following extracts from a report of the ceremony may 
lOt be without interest : — 

A list of the officers of each coips is handed by him to the Lord Chamberlain, who stands 
at the right of the Queen, and reads the names aloud. Meanwhile the officeis draw up 
momentarily in line before Her Majesty, bow, and retire. Amongst them is a remarkable 
group, whose singular appearance renders it difficult even for the Queen herself to mainUin 
her wonted gravity. The officers in question had thought proper to clothe themselves in 
loose sky-blue blouses, with buff waist-belts, and round flat-brimmed " wide-awakes." The 
toitt tnsemiie, well enoi^h for a French cantonmer, was ludicrous in the extreme, when 
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suggested as a military costume. Some half-dozen other officers— for reasons which did not 
transpire — had, in addition to their swords, Colt's revolvers attached to their belts. One dies 
seemed to have been copied from one assumed by Buckstone in a recent farce, and a sprink- 
ling of knickerbockers, with their concomitant high-lows, elicited very few commendatoij 
observations. 

The numbers present on Wednesday were computed to amount to upwards of 2500 ; not, 
if we allow but 30 rank and file to each officer, and assume, as we fairly may, that at least 500 
officers were prevented by various circumstances from attending, we should arrive at 90,000 as 
the approximate number of volunteers in the United Kingdom already enrolled. 



/*rom the Court Ciroiiar, 

The following, amongst the officers, in the order of their respective counties, were intro- 
duced to the presence of the Queen : — 

Artillery. 

Banffshire — Captain Cruickshank. 
By the Earl of Fife. 

Aberdeenshire — Captain J. Blaikie. 

Rifle Corps. 

Kincardineshire — 2nd Lieutenant W. B. Ferguson. 

Aberdeenshire — Captains H. Robinson, R. Aliernethy. 

Lieutenants C. Lyall Grant, W. Duthie, W. Adamson. 
Ensign J. M. Clark. 

By Colonel Eraser, vice-lieutenant of the county. 

Captains W. Stevenson, W. Jopp, W. Esplin. 
Lieutenant A. Skene. 
Ensigns W. Scott, P. Cooper. 

By Colonel Eraser, vice-lieutenant. 

The reception was followed by a banquet in St. James's Hall, Regent Street, presided 
over by the Duke of Cambridge, and the proceedings were of a most enthusiastic 
nature. An equally successful royal volunteer ball took place in the Floral Hallf 
Covent Garden, under the patronage of Her Majesty, the Prince Consort, ami 
the Prince of Wales, which many of the noble patronesses honoured by their 
presence. 

The battalion was inspected for the first time on Saturday, 2drd June, 1860, 00 
the Links, by Colonel Fraser of Castle Fraser, vice-lieutenant of the county. There 
were also present at this inspection Major-General Douglas, inspector of militia, and 
Lieuteuant-Colonel Knight-Erskine of Pittodrie. 
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The parade state was as follows : — 

Commander — Colonel Christie. 
Adjutant — Samuel Rawson. 



Companies. 



No. I and 2, 

4* 

5» 
. 6. 

7, 
., 8, 

9» 



Commanders. 



9> 



>i 



Captain Jopp, 

Stevenson, 
Robinson, 

Ensign Hogarth^ . 

Captain Esplin, . 
Simpson, 
Keith, . 
Abemethy, 



9» 



»9 



Files. 



19 
16 

23 

25 
21 

31 
25 
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The opinion of the Vice-Lieutenant is embodied in the following order, dated 
KHh June, I860:— 

The Vice-Lieutenant will be much obliged to Colonel Christie to communicate to the 
battalion under his command the very great satisfaction he has in seeing the collective corps 
on Saturday, the 23rd inst, on the Links, in review order. So soldier-like, so steady, and in 
every respect so promising, the whole corps presented a most creditable appearance. General 
Douglas, the inspecting general of militia, who was on the ground, repeatedly expressed his 
admiration. All that is now required is practice^ and that continued attention to order and 
discipline which leads to superiority and efficiency — and this the united corps will very soon 
show their capability of attaining. He begs to offer his hearty good wishes to the whole corps, 
and to assure them of the interest he takes in their welfare.— ;/i/ii^ 25, i860. 

The following extract from a letter from the Vice-Lieutenant to Colonel Christie, 
embodied in the battalion order of same date, recalls a difficulty which more than once 
>ecame a burning question, and threatened the very existence of certain companies : — 

I request that you will convey my thanks to the 5th company (Sir Wm. Forbes's) for the 
handsome manner in which the members of that company have given up the privilege of 
wearing silver ornaments, sanctioned before the constitution of the battalion, and which now, 
for the sake of uniformity, they have so gracefully resigned, acquiescing at once in the request 
proposed to them. I beg that you will express my sense and appreciation of their good 
feeling. It is most desirable that the uniformity in this respect should be perfect, and I feel 
satisfied that upon your intimation of this wish those officers of other companies who still 
continue to wear silver appointments or ornaments unauthorizedly will with equal good spirit 
at once adopt the bronze. The dissimilarity was observable on Saturday last^ the 23rd inst, 
and no differences or distinctions should exist in a corps that has set so excellent an example 
in all matters of general importance. 

On 27th October, 1860, the battalion paraded on the Links for the first official 
rispection, on behalf of the Government, by Major Douglas Jones, assistant inspector 
»f volunteers for Scotland, and he also examined the arms at the companies' stores. 

M 2 
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The parade state was as follows : — 



Lieutenant-Colonel Christie. 
Acting J/q;V?r— Captain Jopp. 
Adjutant — S. Rawson. 
Surgeon — Dr. Carr. 
Assistant Surgeon — Dr. Rainey. 



Companies. 


Commanders. 


Officers. 


Sergeants. 


Rank and FDe. 


No 1 and 2, 
„ 3, • . 

„ 5. • . 
„ 6, . . 

.,7, . . 
,.8, . . 

„ 9» . . 


Captain Thomson, 
„ Stevenson, 
„ Robinson, 
„ Sir Wm. Forbes, 

Lieutenant Kemp, 

Captain Simpson, 

Captain-Com. Keith, . 

Captain Abernethy, 


4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 


4 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 


47 
42 
SI 
67 
45 
50 
S« 
36 




22 


28 


s<r 



The report by the inspecting officer, as embodied in the order of Ist November, wai 
that the inspector '* was well satisfied with the appearance of the volunteers at the 
inspection on Saturday last.'* The parades now ceased for the year, and in intimating 

this the commander said : — 

The commanding officer hopes, however, that the diflferent companies will parade for 
drill as often as possible. If companies are well drilled, and the officers and non- 
commissioned officers know their duty, there is no difficulty in putting them together in 
battalion ; and it will be seen at a glance, when the corps is again assembled on a battalioo 
parade, which companies have attended to their drill and which have not. Officers com- 
manding companies will be pleased to report to the orderly room (if they wish for the service 
of the adjutant or the sergeant-major on his return from Hythe) the day and hours most 
convenient for their companies to parade. 

A new company, No. 10, was on 10th November added to the corps, the officers of 
which were : — 

Captain — Super. Lieutenant William Paul, 
Ensign — John Russell Mackenzie, 

while the lieutenancy was filled up by the transfer of Lieutenant Alex. Bdmond from 
No. 2 to No. 10 Company. Mr. Edmond retired in 1861, and Mr. Douglass Duncan, 
then a sergeant in No. 5 Company, was appointed ensign. This was intended to be 
a Highland company, but the members differed upon the respective merits of the kilt 
and the trews. Upon a vote the " trews " carried, whereupon the kilts seceded, and 
at once proceeded to form a company to wear the "garb of auld Gaul." Although 
the company had rejected the kilt, they were still determined to be Highland, and 
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they wore Forbes tartan trews and an enormous Highland plaid, which was yet 
another addition to the variety of uniforms in the corps. Their appearance with the 
trews and plaid was so suggestive of the Highlands that they were named the 
"Drovers," a name which, to the annoyance of the members, clung to them to the 
end. The non-commissioned officers of this company were formally approved by 
order dated January 12th, 1861, and were as follows: — 

Colour- Sergeant — William Donald. 

Sergeants — William Bowman^ James Watson, John Camie. 

Corporals — George Donald, James Glass, George Mackie. 



An arrangement had been entered into sometime prior to the formation of the 
battalion, to amalgamate the two Merchants* Companies (Nos. 3 and 4), but upon the 
formation of the battalion, some of the members desired that the companies should 
be separated. Representations were made to the War Office, which disapproved 
the amalgamation, and the order uniting the companies was upon 10th August, 1860, 
cancelled. In December, 1860, Captain Jopp tendered his resignation, but, on account 
of his zeal and the special training he had had, the resignation was delayed till April, 
1861 ; but even then he was by special request of the commanding officer put upon 
the supernumerary list as a lieutenant. Many members of No. 1 Company trans- 
ferred to No. 2, but as the numbers of both companies had fallen below the requisite 
number, the Colonel united them under Captain Thomson. This meant the extinction 
of No. 1 Company, and in consequence thereof, an order of 4th May altered the 
numbering of the companies as follows : — 






I. 


Captain 


1 Thomson. 


No. 6. 


Captain Simpson. 


2. 


rt 


Stevenson. 


,» 7. 


1} 


Stephen. 


3- 


»> 


Robinson. 


„ 8. 


» 


Abemethy. 


4. 


>» 


Sir WiUiam Forbes, Bt. 


» 9- 


i> 


Paul 


5- 


9? 


Esplin. 


„ lO. 


>» 


Wilsone. 



Notwithstanding this alteration, there were still ten companies in the battalion. 
Captain Wilsone having, along with Lieutenant James Turner and Ensign Robert 
Catto, organised the kilted company, the non-commissioned officers of which were 
approved on 17th May, 1861 : — 

Colour-Sergeant — Grcorge Milne. 

Sergeants — Charles Grey, William Murray, David Blacklaws. 

Corporals — George Middleton, James Rothney, A. Abercrombie. 

Lance- Corporals — James Keith, James Mitchell, James Brebner. 

Both these new Highland companies had a pipe band. 

The inspection for the year 1861 took place on 20th July. The parade state was 
as follows (nominal strength of the battalion) : — 

I Lieutenant-Colonel. i Adjutant. 



I Major. 
II Captains. 
II Lieutenants. 
II Ensigns. 



I Surgeon. 
I Assistant-Surgeon. 
II GO men of all ranks. 
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The actual strength of the battalion was 762 of all ranks, and the muster stood 
as follows: — 



Companies. 


Omcers. 


Serseants. 


Buglers. 


lUnk and File. 


No. I, . 


3 


3 


• . • 


36 


M 2, 






3 


2 


I 


36 


n 3» • 








3 


3 


• • • 


48 


fy 4* 






t 


I 


4 


• • • 


SO 


,. 5. ■ 






» 


I 


I 


• • • 


56 


„ 6, 








2 


4 


I 


57 


„ 7, ■ 








2 


3 


I 


43 


„ 8, 






• 


I 


4 


I 


34 


,» 9, 






» 


3 


3 


... 


36 


., lo, 








3 


2 


I 


36 










22 


29 


5 


401 



General officers, 4. Total = 461. 



The difference between the 1100 and the actual strength, 762, lay in enumeratiog 
in the former figure those gentlemen who had joined only to give the movement the 
benefit of their moral and financial assistance. 

An order of 23rd July states that Major Jones expressed himself as well pleased 
with the battalion, and also with the satisfactory state in which he found the arms. 
But consequences of rather a serious nature arose from this inspection. The 
inspecting officer in the course of his remarks said: — 

One company I see wear the trews. I must observe when a fault is committed this diess 
makes it the more prominent ; and I think the trews out of character, and rather detracts from 
the appearance of the battalion, who ought to wear one uniform. 

The company referred to was the '' Drovers " ; they had submitted their uniform to 
the War Department, through the Lord Lieutenant, and it had been duly approved ; 
and they felt, not unnaturally, that the inspecting officer was making comments upon 
a matter which was outwith his province. Accordingly, in the local press of 24th July, 
there appeared the following advertisement : — 

1ST Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteer Corps. 

Inspection. 

■ 

The members of the 9th Company beg to return their thanks to Major Jones for the kind 
compliment paid and peculiar encouragement shown them by him on Saturday evening last 

They would beg the liberty of reminding him that it is always the nobler principle to 
foster than to destroy, and that, in their opinion, the words used were calculated to produce- 
to adopt his phraseology — a real gap ! But as they are perfectly satisfied with their dress as 
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sanctioned, and worn by them for the last six months, they regret to think that, should they 
have the honour of meeting him next year, it is more than probable he will find that his 
proffered advice has been wholly unheeded. 

Aberdeen^ 22nd July , 1861. 

The members of the corps did not, however, count upon the rigour of military 
discipline, and Sergeant Bowman, who, upon enquiry being made, admitted that he 
had ordered the advertisement to be inserted as " authorised by the company," was 
made the scapegoat. 

Upon 1st August the following order was issued : — 

Aberdeen^ \st Au^tsty 1861. 

Sergeant W. Bowman, of Captain Paul's company, is dismissed from the corps for causing 
to be inserted in the newspapers an improper advertisement relative to the recent inspection. 
If the remarks of an officer appointed by Her Majesty to inspect and report on the efficiency 
of a corps were allowed to be animadverted upon in the public prints by the members of that 
corps, discipline would be at an end, and it must be evident to the volunteers of the ist 
Aberdeenshire Rifles that the commanding officer can do no less than remove from their ranks 
one who has been guilty of such a breach of discipline. 

While the unfortunate "Drovers" were struggling to the end, negotiations were 
in progress for the formation of another company, with still another variety of 
uniform, but these were not successful. In expressing regret at the result, Colonel 
Christie, on 23rd August, 1861, wrote to Mr. D. G. Cattanach, advocate, the honorary 
secretary of the proposed company — " But this is the less to be regretted, as those men 
who really want to serve their country as volunteers, may have an opportunity of doing 
so by joining any of the companies already formed in the battalion, and in which they 
may have their choice of no less than three varieties of dress " ; and, in advising the 
Lord Lieutenant on same date, the colonel wrote — " The dress they wished to adopt 
was very fantastical, and such as I could not recommend to your lordship's sanction." 
What this particular dress was is, perhaps happily, buried in obscurity I 

At this juncture Lieutenant-Colonel Christie tendered his resignation. His last 
order was as follows : — 

4M September^ 1861. 

Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to accept the resignation of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Christie. 

In resigning the command of the ist Aberdeenshire Rifle Corps, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Christie begs to return his sincere thanks to the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
privates for the ready attention they have paid to his wishes, and for the excellent spirit in 
which his orders have been received and carried out It is with very great regret that he 
separates from a corps with which he has had so much pleasure and satisfaction in being 
connected ; but, as from the distance at which he resides from Aberdeen, and from the hours 
at which the volunteers necessarily assemble for drill and rifle practice, he finds that he cannot 
give that attention to the duties of commanding officer which he would wish ai « 
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service requires. Under the circumstances he considered it to be his duty to tender his 
resignation^ which Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to accept Lieutenant-Colooel 
Christie has the satisfaction of feeh'ng that, with the exception of one company, he leaves the 
corps in a very efficient state, as witnessed by the remarks of the inspecting officer on a late 
occasion. For this he takes no credit to himself. The merit is due to the officers of the 
companies and the adjutant for the zeal and energy with which they have performed that 
duties, and he trusts the same zeal and energy will continue to be manifested, in which case 
the duties of whoever may be appointed to command the corps will be light and easy. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Christie very much regrets the course pursued by Captain Paul's company 
on a late occasion, and he trusts they may yet see their error and make a suitable apology- 
failing their doing so, it was his intention to have recommended to the Lord Lieutenant that 
the company should be broken up. He must now, however, hand over the correspondence 
on the subject to his successor, to be dealt with as he may think fit Lieutenant^Colonel 
Christie would beg to say one word in parting, to those volunteers who attended drill very 
regularly at first, and who were well-drilled men,' but who latterly have attended so seldom as 
to have their names placed on the non-effective list. He believes their non-attendance has 
proceeded from no falling off in zeal for the volunteer movement, and that they would turn 
out to a man were their services really required, but they think they know enough of 
soldiering, and that they need not trouble themselves any further at present He would 
beg to remind them that drill is soon forgotten if entirely discontinued, but that, with a littk 
practice, it is easily kept up. He would recommend them to attend at least the statutoiy 
number of drills so as to keep themselves up to the mark. 

Colonel Christie had, indeed, done good work in organising and putting into shape 
the raw material he got, and he succeeded, amid many difficulties, in laying the 
foundations of a thoroughly disciplined and well-organized battalion. But though 
this was the case, there was a feeling that more was required to be done than 
drilling. The attendances at drills and parades were not, by any means, so good as 
they should have been ; officers showed great laxity in their duties — did not, indeed, 
appear to take them seriously, and all this occasioned a great deal of unnecessary 
trouble to the commander; but, above all, the enthusiasm for shooting had not kept pace 
with the growth of the battalion, and something was obviously wanting to urge and 
encourage the men to practise with the rifle. 

The command now devolved temporarily upon Major Thomas Innes of Leamey, 
and on him fell the disagreeable task of disposing finally of the " Drovers " incident 
It was apparent that the dismissal of Sergeant Bowman was only the beginning 
of the trouble. Opportunity was given to the other members of the company impli- 
cated to publicly apologise, but they declined to do so, and upon 25th November, 
1861, 26 members of the company were, by instructions of the Lord Lieutenant of the 
county, under the authority of the Secretary for War, struck off the rolls of the corps 
'' for having taken part in proceedings of such a character as to prove that they must 
be considered ineligible to form part of any volunteer corps." 

The order concludes thus : — 

The SecreUry of State for War having disapproved of the long plaids worn by Na 9 




Ueul.-C»l. Henry KiiiKlit-&sUi[ii; ol PittoUrie. 
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Company, the Lord Lieutenant directs that in future the belted plaids, as worn by the High- 
land regiments in the regular service, be adopted in their place. 

The correspondence shows that the officers were not implicated in the matter, and 
that every latitude was allowed by the commanding officer before resorting to the step 
dictated to him by his sense of duty. The officers immediately resigned, and so 
ended the brief career of the " Drovers." Of the officers, Ensign Douglass Duncan 
immediately rejoined the battalion as a private. 

Upon 13th January, 1862, Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Knight- Brskine, formerly of 
the 33rd Foot, and then lieutenant-colonel of the Royal Aberdeenshire Highlanders 
(Militia), was gazetted to the command. The first parade under the new commander 
was held on Saturday, 8th March, in the grounds of Gordon's College. The parade 
state was as follows : — 



Companies. 


Commanders. 


Officers. 


Sergeants. 


Rank and File. 


No. I, 

» 3} 
>» 4> 
»> 5> 
y) 6, 

n 9i 




Captain Thomson, 
„ Stevenson, 
„ Robinson, 
„ Hogarth, 

Lieutenant Kemp, 

Captain Simpson, 
„ Stephen, 
„ Abemethy, 

Nil . 

„ Wilsone, 




3 
3 

2 
I 

3 
I 

I 

• « • 

I 


3 
I 

3 

4 

2 

3 

2 
2 

• • • 
2 


26 
21 

32 

28 
28 
28 
28 

• • • 






• 




17 


22 


^ss 



5/a^^— Lieutenant -Colonel Erskine, Major Innes, Captain Rawson, Dr. Carr ; Sergeant- 
Major Willis, Instructor Mearse, Instructor Thomson = 7. Total = 301. 



Shortly after his appointment as commander, Lieutenant-Colonel Brskine decided 
to have uniformity of dress in the regiment, and, upon a vote being taken, a 
majority of the companies voted for green, of the same shade as that worn by the 
rifle regiments in the regular army, and accordingly upon 27th June, 1862, the 
following order was issued: — 

The majority of the companies composing the battalion have decided in favour of green — 
as the colour of the uniform in future. The Lieutenant-Colonel requests that all members of 
the corps, as they require new uniforms, will procure them of this colour, as well as all recruits 
joining in future. A pattern of the cloth may be seen at the orderly room. A pattern suit 
will be ready in a few days, and a supply of cloth will be obtained from the Government as 
early as possible. 
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Crest worn on Glengarry bonnet. 

The annual inspection took place on the Links, on 8th July, upon the occasion at 
the first meeting of our local Wapinschaw (see chapter on WapinachatD), and great 
satisfaction was expressed by the inspecting ofRcer at the marked improvement thil 
had taken place in the appearance and drill of the battalion. 

Upon 25th November, 1862, the headquarters of the corps were removed to premises 
in Blackfriars Street, formerly occupied as the militia dep6t The corps subsequently 
acquired the property fronting Woolmanhill, and erected the drill hall, armoury, etc, 
but this was not effected without incurring a load of debt, which severely handicapped 
the regiment for many years. 

On 10th March, 1863, upon the occasion of the marriage of the Prince of Wales, 
now King Edward VII., there was a review of the northern troops at Aberdeen, and the 
battalion was brigaded with the dep6t battalion, and tired a feu de joie. The brigade 
state was as follows : — 

Major Innes. 

Sei^eant- Major Mearse. 

Major Pitcairn of the Depot commanded the Brigade. 





CommaDden. 


Officers. 


S«is<»iii& 


lUnktodFit 


No. 1, 
» 3, 
» 3> 
» 4. 

» 7. 
,. 8, 
,. to. 




Captain Thomson, 

„ Robinson, 
„ Hogarth, 
Lieutenant Kemp, 
Captain Simpson, 
„ Stephen, 
„ Abemethy, 
., Wilsone. 




3 


] 


3» 
41 
48 
34 
40 
40 
31 
40 
3' 










" 


.7 


337 



Total = 386. 
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There was considerable preparation for this event. The l\itt;ihon w.xn v';iiU*^t u|sm» 
to parade in the yard of Gordon's Hospital, upon certain days at 4.30 p.in . ;uk1 o\^'^^ 
morning from 16th February till March 6th, in the CrimonmoKato Ci;u\lons, at * o'\ ivvK. 
where the members were to have practice in firing blank shot. 

In this year, an important alteration took place. The battalion funds h;ul hah\M*to 
consisted of annual subscriptions from members and honorary inonilvi-s to thoir 
respective companies, supplemented by the Government grant, while uniforms had 
been furnished by the volunteers themselves, or, in the case of the artisan vompamos, 
from the special fund subscribed for that purpose. The following order. dalo\l 'J3th 
June, 1863, was made: — 

The Government grant in aid of the volunteer force will l>e distributed as tollow> in 
the corps : — 

Each volunteer reported efficient at the next annual inspection to rtvcivo a ohaco. tunic, 
and pair of trowsers. The cost to be defrayed as the annual allowance is rei"ci\-<\l. The 
clothing to belong to the corps, and is to last 5 years. Any nicmlxT Ixwnning non ortVx^ivo. 
or leavii^ the town, to give up his clothing in good condition. The uniform is never to Iv^ 
worn off parade without special leave being first obtained, in writing. Trmu the ottuvr 
commanding the company. Any volunteer infringing this order will have his unit'onn taken 
away. Any member of the corps (wishing to do so) may clothe himself at his own e\(vns<\ 
Captains and officers commanding companies will be pleased to re[)ort at what price the> can 
get the uniform of their respective companies made up. 

No company co have any private subscriptions, but all proper exixrnses to Ix^ (xiid iHit vM 
the battalion food, to which it is proposed that each officer pay an annual sulvscription of ;o -. 
and all other members, ss. 6d.; the first payment to be due on the Jist IXrcemlxT next. 
All honorary members to belong to the battalion. 

In due course^ these personal coatributions fell into abeyance. 

The adoption of the new uaifonn had the effect of preventing experiments Inking 
made by company commanders whose patriotism was bounded by their love of a 
picturesque uniform. The kilted company made strong efforts to retain the Highland 
dress ; they even made special representations to the Lord Lieutenant, but these wer^ 
of no avail, and the Idities had to give way; the result was that the company 
disappeared, the members esdier resigning or transferring to other companies, while 
Captain Wilsone resigned. 

Upon 13th October, the botxaikxt ganndtd to receive Her Majesty on the occasion 
of her visit to Aberdeen, and tiiere were present— 17 officers, 27 sergeants, 287 rank 
and file ; total, 33L 

At the annual i n spectio n kefat on 29ch June, 1864, the parade state showed a 
substantial improvement is onmbers^ tbe woti officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
rank and file present being M7. A s^ecsai parade was held in July by order of the 
Lord Lieutenant in order due die Htm. Arthar Hamilton Gordon, Governor of New 
Brunswick, might see the hanafina at dktfl : ic alsr^ was well attended. 

Towards the end of IM4 Xsmr isiiM wsiipiL J hcs commission, and Colonel Erskine 
reco mmen ded Oe ippo w Mil df Xr. WOtan Jow. wiio had formerly been captain of 
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No. 1 Company, butwho, since his resignation, had been a supernumerary lieutenant 
in the 10th (Inverurie) Aberdeenshire Rifle Corps. This appointment was a cause of 
serious ofl^ence to many of the officers, who felt that they had been slighted A 
memorial was presented to the Secretary of State for War, signed by five captains, four 
lieutenants, and two ensigns, craving that His Majesty's approval be withheld till after 
inquiry, and there was some correspondence between Captain Stevenson (senior captain), 
the Lord Lieutenant of the county, and Colonel Erskine. Even the sergeants 
protested, but the appointment was made in February, 1865. 

The inspections of the corps were, till 1867, included as part of the proceedings at the 
annual Wapinschaw, at which there was a review of the northern volunteers, but in 
that year the review ceased. The fact probably was that shooting had in itself become 
so fascinating that it was found unnecessary to resort to the special attraction of a 
review. 

In 1868 the corps was inspected upon the 29th June by Major-General the Hon. 
James Lindsay and Colonel Boldero, inspector and assistant-inspector of the reserve 
forces, and in intimating to the battalion the result of the inspection the lieutenant- 
colonel said {Circular, 9th July, 1868) :— 

The commanding officer is sure that the high praise bestowed on the battalion will 
stimulate all ranks to pay the greatest attention to their drill, so that at the next inspection the 
battalion may not lose the high character for efficiency which it has gained. 

The above is typical of numerous expressions of approval accorded to the battalion 
at their annual inspections, and although numbers have varied, the efficiency of the 
corps has not altered materially during the forty-seven years of its existence. It is to 
the credit of the adjutants and permanent staff of the corps that, notwithstanding the 
steady stream of new and raw men joining the battalion, and the equally steady loss 
of the trained men, the efficiency has been maintained at an exceptionally high 
standard all through. That the battalion was more than fortunate from the 
first, not only in its staff officers, but also in its instructors, commissioned and 
non-commissioned, goes without saying. The present efficiency of the corps, 
notwithstanding the discouraging attitude adopted towards the volunteers by the 
Government, speaks volumes for the ability and tact with which it has all along been 
managed. 

In 1869 a novelty was introduced in the shape of a battalion picnic to Ballater, at 
the expense of the battalion, which was well attended, and was an unqualified success. 
The battalion paraded and went through the manual and platoon exercises, and there- 
after had regimental games, to which Mr. Mackenzie of Glenmuick contributed handsome 
prizes and otherwise entertained the battalion. The appearance then made did much 
to popularise volunteering on Upper Deeside. 

On 20th November a special parade was held at the request of Lord Kintore, the 
Lord Lieutenant, who desired to inspect the battalion. Although but short notice had 
been given, there were over 250 on parade, and his lordship highly complimented the 
corps upon its excellent appearance. 

In the year 1870 the company at Woodside (although outside the city boundary) 
was added to the battalion, under the command of Captain James Hay Sutter. The 




Culoiipl Wm. Jopp. 



Tir rdbftsuTf rf Ti-ur- \^ 



Old Aberdeen corps, fonned so far back 2s liftf. -w^ lirmarss? im •j:7rr,ir=c x-r? rr.s 
company. 

On 15th November L i e u t emn t-Cofaoei H^mrr 5jni£rr:-E^-^a:.-re. v-rt: niii r:rT-r:.u:cer 
the corps since 13th Januaiy. 19SZ. iaaf. IXirtc:* rre riir-iic :r r:s ;::crr=jL:c rr^ 
nominal members, who had jocsKd riae c-rrr* r: cnirrrinLTcs* izc irrc :«i.-x£-d rri= 
movement and give it the benefit <rf taer -!r»:ra: lac frurrci^ *;^ro:n rr:L-rrui.:7 
disappeared ; the force, which ax rise arcr^enoKSkKr: :r r:* ;;:c:.'=^-T.i -Lit T:irt.rs 
emerged from the experimemal sca^e. bad Sscrra* Trr=-7 r:i:i 
institution in the city- The ridaoiLe w~ -vrijcf: t±e =i:Ti:ri±c-: : 




which to a certain extent h had Lect irsctf. hiil ill "r-r: raised jrfnrj. i_-d -. r^.rissnrg 
had become an integral part of cfvic life- Ir ■s^.r^id tclj -jirtrJ. zzszic-jzi. z: sis:^^ ire 

movement healthy, and not too cuch red rare. Tbe -^^lt: :r *v:=c:err c-c::^ 

ment in shooting, referred to in a prersous 
Shooting had, thanks to the fbrmatioa of tee 
and its annual Wapinschaw, beoocae ar aII-i=r*:rt3L-T f2:ct:r :- viCj-tcer life. 
Shooting clubs had been established in almost er*-^trr zizrr,^:x::y : c:rr:rary c.::::ret:t:or:s- 
inter-company matches, and even inter-tarralicr r=jir^r..£s- fcr prizes -resented b>- 
officers and others, were becoming regularly -rx^gar-sed a::n-:al e-»e::t3. The result 
was a healthy company rivalry in the battalioo. aod scrcrg bcirds cf ^rsonal friendship 
sprang up amongst individual members, all of vhich tended to cr>cate a Sne feel:ng 
of esprit de corp$^ which probably did as much for e*:denc>' as the dnil-ir.structor. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Knight-Erskine was succeeded b>- Major 2ir.d Honorar\- 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jopp, who had been a volunteer from: the start — was :n fact one of 
the two captains first appointed in 1859. The head of the battalion had hitherto been a 
trained soldier, and the experiment of appointing a volunteer oflfrcer pure and simple 
to the command was regarded in many qiiarters as sc>mcwhat nsk->-. It was 
recalled that as a company commander Lieutenant-Colonel Jopp had not been 
conspicuously successful; in fact, at the time of his resignation in 1S61, his company 
had dwindled so far that it had to be amalgamated with No. 2. But. on the other 
hand, the new commander had been associated with the corps from its foundation, 
and, with the exception of a period during which he was attached to the Inverurie 
company, had had continuous connection with it. He had further had opportunities 
of special instruction at Hythe, and had, on account of his zeal in the cause, been 
favoured by the tiii'O previous commanders; and. finally, he had been major of the 
battalion since February, 1865, and, as such, repeatedly commanded the corps, and was 
well versed in all details of the battalion work« 

On 31st March, 1872, a change took place in the administration of all the 
militia, yeomanry, and volunteers in the countr>'- The Regulation of Forces Act, 
1871, enacted that, after a day to be named, the jurisdiction, powers, duties, command, 
and privileges over, of, or in relation to, the militia, yeomanr>', and volunteers. . . . 
vested in, or exercisable by, the Lords Lieutenant of counties. . . . should revert 
to Her Majesty, and by an order in council dated 5th Februar>', 1872, the day appointed 
was the 31st day of March, 1872. 

After which all jurisdiction, powers, duties, command, and privileges over, of, or in relation to, 
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the militia, yeomanry, and volunteers of England, Scotland, and Ireland, or any of such foroei, 
or any part thereof, vested in, or exercisable by, the lieutenants of counties, or by the Loid 
Lieutenant of Ireland, either of his own motion or with the advice of the Privy Council in 
Ireland, shall revert to Her Majesty^ and shall be exercisable by Her Majesty as in the sud 
Act is mentioned and set forth ; and that after the said 31st day of March, 1872, all officeis 
in the militia, yeomanry, aud volunteers of England, Scotland, and Ireland shall hold com- 
missions from Her Majesty, and such commissions shall be prepared, authenticated, and 
issued in the manner in which commissions of officers in Her Majesty's land forces are pie- 
pared, authenticated, and issued according to any law or custom for the time being in force, 
and that all commissions held on the said 31st day of March, 1872, by officers in the militia, 
yeomanry, and volunteers shall be deemed to have been so issued. 

But the power of recommending candidates for first appointments as subaltern officers 
still remained with the Lords Lieutenant under certain conditions. 

The first inspection of the corps after Colonel Jopp's appointment took place 00 
30th June, 1871, and showed no falling off in the efficiency of the corps, for the 
inspecting officer described the state of the battalion as very satisfactory, ** the men 
having a soldier-like and smart appearance in every respect ; and he was struck by 
their steadiness and apparent absence of talking or turning of heads " ; while in the 
year 1872 the commanding officer was in the happy position of expressing gratificatkui, 
not only with the state of efBciency of the battalion, but of the fact that the musters on 
parade during the season had been greater than in any previous year. 

On 26th July, 1873, in terms of regulations recently issued, a brigade field-day 
was held on the Old Town Links, under the command of Colonel Dawson of the 
Depot, with Captain W. Gordon Alexander as brigade major, and Captain and 
Adjutant J. B. Blair, of the 3rd A.R.V., as aide-de-camp. The display was taken part 
in by the Royal Aberdeenshire Highlanders (militia), under the command of Colonel 
Innes of Learney; the 2nd Administrative Battalion Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wolrige Gordon of Esslemont; and the 1st 
A.R.V., under the command of Major Hogarth. There was a magnificent cavalcade 
of field ofRcers connected with headquarters and other volunteer corps in the north, 
as also an enormous crowd of spectators upon the Broad Hill, and the field manoeuvres 
were performed with great steadiness, and were followed with much interest by the 
public. The total number of men engaged in the operations was about 1350, to which 
the City Rifles contributed 495. 

The inspection of 1874 was again satisfactory, both in attendance and efficiency, 
the inspecting officer's report being as follows : — 

I have the honour to express to you my great satisfaction with the i^[)pearance and drill of 
the regiment under your command at my annual inspection, and have had great pleasure in 
reporting to higher authorities that the ist Aberdeen Rifle Volunteer Corps continues to 
uphold its reputation as one of our best battalions. 

In the following year an experiment of considerable importance took place in the 
battalion, viz., that of giving the battalion the experience of the " tented field/' and the 
corps went under canvas, in a field close to the railway station at Milltimber, from 5th 
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to 14th June. There are only two camp orders in the Order Book, and these are as 

follows : — 

Camp^ Milltimbery 6thjupte^ 1875. 

1. The battalion will parade at 6.15 a.m. to-morrow morning for battalion drill under the 
adjutant. 

2. Volunteers leaving camp by the 5.20 a.m. will breakfast at 4.45 ; those volunteers 
proceeding bj later trains to Aberdeen will breakfast at 7.30 ; the dinner hour in camp daily 
will be I o'clock. 

Camp, Milltimber^ nth June^ 1875. 

I. There will be roll call to-morrow morning at 7 o'clock. Officers commanding 
coniptnies will see that the arms and accoutrements of their men are properly cleaned and 
that the tents are in a clean state, as the inspecting officer intends inspecting the camp between 
the hours of three and four o'clock to-morrow afternoon. 

a. The battalion will £ei11 in for inspection at 5 o'clock p.m. 

3. There will be church parade on Sunday first at 1 1.30 a.m. 

4. Officers commanding companies will be held responsible that all their tents are struck 
and packed before their men will be allowed to leave the camp on Monday morning — blankets 
will be neatly folded in bundles of 20, and the waterproof sheets in bundles of 5 by each 
company, and the buckets, picks, and shovels will be left on the ground. In case it should be 
wet, the tents are not to be struck. 

There was also issued to the battalion a printed order, dated 4th May, 1875, which 
dealt very comprehensively with the duties of both officers and men in every depart- 
ment of camp life. The minimum requirements in the field were stated to be : — 

I flannel or other shirt, i pair of trousers, i pair of socks, i pair of boots, towel, soap, comb, 
knife, fork, and spoon, brushes and blacking, needle and thread, and a pair or two of boot- 
laces, in addition to those worn at the time. 

An important recommendation was added : — 

That each man should take an overcoat of some description with him to camp, 

and as events happened the overcoat was much needed. " Reveille " was sounded at 
5 a-m. ; " Tattoo " at 9.30 p.m. ; and " Lie Down " at 10 p.m. 

The corps was inspected upon Saturday, 12th June, and the report of the inspecting 
officer was as follows : — 

I have had the honour to inform you that I have had. much pleasure in forwarding to 
H.R.H. the F.M. commanding-in-chief a favourable report of the appearance on parade and 
drill of the regiment under your command at the annual inspection on 12th ultimo, particularly 
bringing to H.R.H.'s notice the orderly state of the camp, and the neat interior arrangements 
of the tents. 

There was much innocent pleasantry carried on in the camp. For instance, each 
of the " streets " of tents was called by the name of any of the officers whose name 
happened to correspond with the name of a street in the city, as "Jopp's Lane," 
" Skene Street," and " Littlejohn Street." 

An idea had become prevalent that an attack was to be made upon the camp by 
some of the county volunteers, and, about midnight upon the Tuesday, an alarm was 
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raised that the camp was bein^ attacked ; the sentinels at the rear guard fired at the 
" enemy," and the whole camp turned out " for defence," but, alas 1 the alarm wai a 
false one, and the men returned to their quarters vowing vengeance upon the blunder- 
ing sentinel. But the expected attack did take place. Shortly after midnight oo 
Saturday the camp was again roused by firing and shouting, and, although rendered some- 
what sceptical by the former experience, there was nothing for it but turn out, and this 
the men did with remarkable alacrity. Blank shot was served out, and soon the vihcAt 
country was ringing with the shooting of the skirmishers, who spread out on all sides 
for about a mile, climbing dykes, and crossing cornfields, and firing at the "eoeniy'' 
with praiseworthy determination. At last they succeeded in " surrounding " the eribmy, 
and captured and disarmed them. The attacking party consisted of 50 men from the 
22nd (Auchmill) A.R.V., under the command of Lieutenant James S. Lx>w, who had 
marched some 12 or 14 miles to give their city friends a taste of the reality of camp 
life. The invading force was formally disarmed and marched into camp as pnson^i 
of war, where, after being hospitably entertained, their arms were restored, a^id all 
ended happily. Thus ended the Battle of Milltimberl 

The attendance at the camp was excellent, and the numbers inspected were as 
follows : — 

Officers .... 27 

Sergeants .... 47 

Rank and File . 573 

Toul . . 646 

Much interest was taken in the camp by the general public. It was visited b) 
thousands of civilians, by volunteers from many battalions in the north, and by a 
considerable party of the regulars from the depdt. 




Crest upon Shako worn till 1879, when it was superseded by the Helmet. 
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In the end of 1879 it was Anally decided to change the uniform of the corps from the 
old green to the red coat and Gordon tartan trews, a proposal which had been under 
consideration for some considerable time. The first intimation of the proposed 
change is contained in a letter by Lieutenant-Colonel Jopp to the ofBcer commanding 
the 56th Sub-District, dated 22nd November, 1879, as follows:— 

Sir, 

Change of Uniform. 

In reference to paragraph 6io, Volunteer Regulations, 1878, as amended by clause 
72, A.V.R. Forces Circular, 1878, 

I have the honour to request that you will be good enough to forward this, my application, 
for the favourable consideration of the Under Secretary of State for War, that the battalion 
under my command may be allowed to change their present rifle green uniform to scarlet — to 
be assimilated to that of the 92nd Gordon Highlanders, viz. : — officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates — doublets and Gordon tartan trews ; officers' undress patrol jackets as 
per regulation ; head-dress — helmet and Glengarry ornament — St. Andrew's Cross in silver ; 
accoutrements — white patent-leather belts and black patent-leather pouches. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM JOPP, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Commanding ist A.R.V. 

The change was duly sanctioned, and in the course of the spring of 1880 the whole 
of the corps received the new uniform and accoutrements, and at the first parade, on 
15th May, the men presented quite a brilliant spectacle in scarlet tunic and tartan 
trews. Immediately after the adoption of the tartan, instructions were issued from the 
dep6t that the numbers by which the companies had been known since 1860 be 
changed to letters, and accordingly, on 25th June, 1880, the commander issued orders 
that the companies were to be lettered as follows : — 



A 


Company 


B 


Do. 


C 


Do. 


D 


Do. 


E 


Do. 


F 


Do. 


G 


Do. 


H 


Do. 


I 


Do. 



Capta 
Capta 
Capta 
Capta 
Capta 
Capta 
Capta 
Capta 
Capta 



n Morrice. 

n Skene. 

n Leslie. 

n Gordon. 

n Hall. 

n Rutherford. 

n John Crombie. 

n Wyllie. 

n J. W. Crombie. 



The following year was distinguished by the second Royal Review at Edinburgh, 
which is dealt with in the chapter devoted to the three Royal Reviews. 

It was customary in those days to wear an ordinary white collar in undress uniform 
(which, by the way, differed in the ranks only in the head dress), but this custom, like 
the one formerly alluded to of wearing part uniform and part civilian clothes about 
Wapinschaw times, was now put an end to by a special order from the Field-Marshal, 



N 
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dated 16th November, 1881, intimating that this custom was "contrary to regulatiofii, 
except in the 7th Huzzars and Oxfordshire Light Infantry, and must be discontinued in 
future." The necessity for this order had become obvious. Readers may probably 
recall with a smile the extraordinary variety of costume that characterised vclunteen 
who took part in the Wapinschaw. The variety of headgear, mainly of the "Wild 
West " pattern, was truly wonderful, and when shooting was over, while the volunteer 
trousers continued to be worn, the upper part of the body was adorned with the 
volunteer's "best" jacket or coat, surmounted by the "Fail me never" headgear. 
Notwithstanding this order, the white collar and other irregularities in dress continued 
to be a source of trouble for some time. 

The year 1883 was signalised by (1) the holding of ambulance lectures hf 
Surgeon-Major Fraser; (2) the institution of gymnastics in the Drill Hall for the 
members of the corps ; and (3) instruction of officers in sword exercise. All these 
improvements were much appreciated, and became permanent institutions in the 
corps. Ambulance lectures were thereafter continued annually and certificates 
of proficiency granted, and gymnastics — at first confined to Saturday afternoons- 
were gradually extended, so that now each company has certain nights for practice 
and regular instruction. 

Upon 27th September, 1883, the battalion provided a guard of honour, consisting 
of 12 rank and file from each company, with Sergeant-Instructor Smith, Colour- 
Sergeant Dean, Sergeants Montgomery, Donaldson, Smith, and Ross, under the 
command of Captain Wyllie, accompanied by Lieutenants Shaw and Mackinnon, upoo 
the important civic occasion of the opening of the Duthie Park, by Princess 
Beatrice (now Princess Henry of Battenberg). The remainder of the battalion utb 
on duty assisting to line the route of the royal procession. 

Upon 15th December there is recorded in the Order Book an event which deser\'ed 
more notice than the bald intimation therein contained : — 

Colour-Sergeant Edward Hart, 2nd Battalion Gordon Highlanders, having been trans- 
ferred to the I St Aberdeen Rifle Volunteer Corps as first-class sergeant-inslructor, is 
appointed acting sergeant-major from this date, vice Acting Sergeant John Mearse, whose 
term of service terminated on the 24th November, 1883. 

Sergeant-Major Mearse, whose retirement was so recorded, first joined the army on 
10th July, 1832, and had thus been over half a century connected with the army and 
auxiliary forces. Among those who served the battalion from its inception (for he 
acted as drill-instructor to No. 5 Company in 1859), few, if any, possessed the charming 
personality of Sergeant-Major John Mearse, now, alas I gone over to the majority, 
and very few indeed of the thousands of young men who passed through his hands 
during his twenty-one years* service as sergeant-major to the corps can have any 
but the most pleasant recollections of this fine old soldier. A strict disciplinarian, 
with a thorough knowledge of drill, he possessed in no small degree the art of 
imparting to others that knowledge which he knew so well, and he scrupled not ifl 
the methods by which he forced the raw recruit to learn, as many knew to their 
cost. He was the proud possessor of a stentorian voice that made the very rafters 
ring — and, once heard, was never forgotten, and he had about him, at drill, an 
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appearance of fierce determination that made the uninitiated tremble when he 
found himself in " Mearse*s squad/' About middle height, and of a powerful build, 
his body was surmounted by a leonine-like head, fringed by an enormous pure 
white beard — a head that Rembrandt would have idealised — and behind all, there 
was the kind and gentle heart, which endeared him to hosts of friends. No one 
who has, like the writer, put in his recruit drill under Sergeant-Major Mearse can 
ever forget the way in which he rushed towards a blundering unfortunate, nor 
the despairing tone in which he shrieked out to him, or rather wailed, '' Oh I don't 
you know your right foot from your left ? " followed by a kindly pat on the 
shoulder, which took the edge off the rebuke. He was a gallant soldier who had 
seen service, and an enthusiastic servant who did his duty well. 

In January, 1884, the territorial system was applied to the volunteers; the City 
Rifles were attached as volunteer battalions to the famous territorial regiments, 
the Gordon Highlanders, and the name '' 1st Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers" ceased 
to exist. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

1st Volunteer Battalion Gordon Hiohlandbrs. 

The corps now became the Ist Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders, and the 
Saint Andrew's Cross crest, which the battalion had worn since 1862, was replaced 
by the well-known crest and motto of the Gordons. The whole of the rifie 
volunteer battalions of the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine were linked 
up in the same way to the "Gordons," making altogether six battalions, while 
the Shetland Volunteers, who were given the choice of a territorial regiment to 
which to attach themselves, chose to be added to the Gordons, and now form 
the 7th Volunteer Battalion. The formal application to effect the change of name 
was made by Colonel Jopp on 17th May, 1883. 



jnteer Gordons, 


herefore, are now as follows :— 


ist V.B.G.H. 


City of Aberdeen. 


and do. 


Oldmeldnim, Ellon, Methltck, Tarves, Fyvie, etc. 


3rd do. 


Uuchan. 


4th do. 


Donside Highland. 


Slh do. 


Deeside do. (including Kincardineshire). 


6th do. 


Banffshire. 


7 th do. 


Shetland. 



It is singular that so important a change in the status of the regiment is not recorded 
in the Order Book. The only indication of the change is that the order of 16th 
January, 1884, is signed by the acting adjutant of the " Ist A.R.V.," and the next order, 
dated 12th February, is signed by the acting adjutant, "1st Volunteer Battalion 
Gordon Highlanders." 

On 28th August the battalion paraded, and took part in the march past before 
Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales on the occasion of the 
presentation of colours to the 3rd Battalion Gordon Highlanders (Militia) by the 




Major Henry A. Crane, V.D. 
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Princess of Wales. They assembled at Gordon's College, and 443 strong, marched to 
the Links. 

In 1887, upon the occasion of Her Majesty's jubilee, the battalion marched to the 
Links and fired a feu de joie, on which auspicious occasion Lord Provost Henderson 
(afterwards Sir William Henderson) was present in his robes of office, accompanied by 
Dean of Guild Stewart {now Sir David Stewart). In December of the same year the 
whole volunteer corps in the city, viz.. Artillery, Engineers, and 1st V.B.G.H., united 
in holding a bazaar in aid of the funds of the three corps. The bazaar was 
.held in the Music Hall, Aberdeen, on the 21st, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th December, and 
was opened on the 21st by the Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, on the 22nd by Lord 
Provost Henderson, on the 23rd by the Right Hon, Lord Saltoun, and on the last day 
by Colonel Green, C.B. On the first day members of the 1st V.B.G.H. formed a guard 
of honour to Lord Aberdeen. The object of the bazaar was to raise funds to clear 
off the incubus of debt, incurred mainly in the erection of suitable buildings for head- 
quarters, drill halls, armouries, etc., which weighed heavily upon the local corps. The 
total sum realised was a little over £2000. 

On 16th June, 1888, the battalion provided a guard of honour, consisting of 4 
sergeants and 50 rank and Hie, commanded by Captain L. Mackinnon, with 
Lieutenants A. R. Mackinnon and Crombie as subalterns, to take part in the ceremony 
of unveiling the statue to General Gordon. From the 20th to 25th July of this year 
the battalion went into camp for the second time in a field at Maryculter, near Gutter 
Station. The numbers at camp varied, but at the inspection on 25th July there were 
665 on parade. A feature of this camp was the pontoon bridge across the river, built 
by the City Volunteer Engineers. 

The year 1890 was memorable chiefly in respect that in that year the battalion lost 
the services of two of its oldest and best servants — (1) Colonel Jopp, the commander, 
who retired upon 20th September ; (2) Honorary Major and Adjutant Henry A. Crane, 
who retired on 15th December, 1890. The colonel issued a valedictory address, which 
is here reproduced : — 

Aberdeen, iS/A September, 1890. 
Colonel Jopp, in redring from the ist Volunteer Battalion Goidon Highlanders, after 
more than thirty years' service — nearly twenty of which have been spent as commanding officer 
— desires to express the deep regret he feels in saying farewell to the legiment. He is proud 
to be able to state that he leaves the battalion in a thorough state of efficiency in every respect, 
and he bdieves that the drill and discipline of the regiment will bear favourable comparison 
with any Id the ■errice. 

Colonel Jopp tenders to the officers, non-commissioned officers, and men^for all have 

contributed in securing tht-.se favourable results— his wannest thanks for the uniform assistance 

he has received during the lengthened period it has been his good fortune to command them. 

The command of the r^ment, as well as other appointments, will now devolve on 

younger men, and CoioncI Jopp sincerely wishes them every success. In his retirement he 

t will sot ceaae to cherish the same lively interest in the battaUon that he has striven to manifest 



\\ 



By Order, 

H. A. CRANE, Major and Adjutant. 
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It may be considered invidious to single out any one of the staff ofRcers for special 
notice, but Adjutant Crane*s long connection with the battalion makes him an outstand- 
ing figure in its history, and justifies the selection, while such notice in no wa)' 
detracts from the merit justly due to the other officers who have, with credit to them- 
selves, occupied that post both before and since Adjutant Crane's time. Adjutant 
Crane succeeded Adjutant Rawson on 7th November, 1867, and served the 
battalion for the long period of 23 years, and was, on the recommendation of Colonel 
Jopp, promoted to be hon. major. His military record is given in list of officers— 
''Adjutants.'* What better tribute could be awarded to a soldier, whose days of acti\'e 
service were past, than the following order by Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan, dated 6th 
December, 1890? 

Hon. Major and Adjutant Henry A. Crane is placed on retired allowance ; also is 
permitted to retain his rank, and to continue to wear the uniform of the battalion on his 
retirement. 

The officer commanding feels well assured that Major Crane takes with him, not only 
the best wishes, but also the grateful regard of every member of the battalion for the zeak)os, 
untiring, and thorough manner in which he has discharged his duties as adjutant during the 
past twenty-three years. It is to him, in a great measure, that the r^ment is indebted for 
the high character for efficiency and discipline which it has always maintained, and whidi 
has secured for it; year after year, most favourable reports from the inspecting officer. 

It gives the officer commanding great pleasure to place on the records of the regiment 
this acknowledgment of duty well and faithfully performed. 

Colonel Jopp and Major Crane were entertained by the officers of the 75th 
Regimental District on the occasion of their retirement, and in their honour there were 
present by invitation: — Lord Sempill, better known as Sir William Forbes, Bartr 
of Craigevar, at one time captain of No. 5 Company; Lord Provost Stewart; 
Colonel Man, 3rd Battalion Gordon Highlanders (now known as Colonel J. A. Man 
Stuart, C.B., C.M.G., of Dalvenie, Banchory); Colonel Burgman, R.A., inspecting 
ofHcer of artillery ; Colonel Lumsden of Pitcaple, commanding officer of the London 
Scottish ; and Colonel Allardyce, 4th V.B.G.H. The gathering was presided over by 
Colonel Green, C.B., who formally proposed the health of the guests, and, by 
request of the chairman, Major the Hon. J. S. Napier, made flattering allusion to 
the merits of the two retiring officers. The toast was received with enthusiasm. 

The non-commissioned officers also entertained Adjutant Crane, and presented 
him with a photographic group of the non-commissioned officers of the regiment 
at the date of his retirement ; he was also presented by the officers with an album 
containing an illuminated copy of the battalion order issued on his retirement, and 
photographs of all the then present and many former officers of the regiment. 

Colonel Jopp did not long survive. He died in June, 1891. The commanding officer 
ofl^ered a military funeral, but this was not in accordance with the wishes of deceased's 
family. Colonel Duncan and the officers of the corps, however, attended the funeral in 
uniform. 

The next commander was Hon. Lieutenant-Colonel Douglass Duncan, who suc- 
ceeded to the command on 19th September, 1890, and who was, and still is, an 




Colonel DouRlas^ Duncan, V.D. 
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advocate in Aberdeen, and present secretary and librarian of the Society of Advocates 
there. Like his predecessor, he had been associated with the volunteer movement 
from the start, and had served in every rank, from private upwards, with the sole 
exception of colour-sergeant. His experience, therefore, gave him a thorough know- 
ledge of drill, while his enthusiasm in the movement was undoubted. 

Major Crane was succeeded in the adjutancy by Captain W. L. Forbes, a son of that 
worthy veteran, the late General Sir John Forbes of Inverernan, K.C.B., and himself 
a distinguished soldier. Captain Forbes joined the army in 1878, and became captain in 
1887 ; he had been through the Afghan War, and took part in the defence of Kandahar, 
for which he received a medal and clasp, and he also holds a medal and clasp for 
services in the Burmese War. 

During the year 1890-1891 a cyclist section, consisting of one officer, a sergeant, 
15 men, and a bugler, all fully equipped, was added to the battalion. In this year also, 
a new armoury was fitted up ; a room provided as a club-room for non-commissioned 
officers ; an assembly-room for the men ; physical drill and gymnastics were also 
provided for the men, and 167 members of the battalion went through the course. 

In 1891 a route march was made to Burnieboozle, via Union Street and Queen's 
Road, and back by Great Western Road ; 566 attended the march. The corps at this 
time got a new equipment, consisting of braces, mess tin, water bottle, etc. 

The year 1892 saw the battalion at the brigade camp at Dyce, along with the 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th battalions of the Volunteer Gordons. The corps, along with the 
camp impedimenta, marched from the Drill Hall on Friday, the 17th June, to the 
camping-ground at Dyce, a distance of seven miles. During the six days they were 
there, torrents of rain fell, and the camping-ground, from its situation, became a perfect 
quagmire, but notwithstanding these unfavourable climatic conditions, the corps went 
through a great deal of hard work, and had the gratification of receiving the encomiums 
of their commander for the manner in which the work was done and the tents kept. 
At the annual inspection there were 650 present, and although the weather conditions 
were again unfavourable they were highly complimented by the Inspecting Officer. 

On 4th October, the corps furnished a guard of honour to H.R.H. Princess 
Louise (the Marchioness of Lome) and H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught, of one 
colour-sergeant, four sergeants, one bugler, and 100 rank and file, under the command 
of Major W. Y. Macdonald, with Lieutenants A. J. R. Thain and James Ewing as 
subalterns, on the occasion of the opening of the new wing of the Royal Infirmary, 
while twenty additional men and two sergeants were detailed from "A" and "G" 
companies for duty at the Infirmary; and on the Idth of the same month, a similar 
guard of honour was provided, under the command of Captain John Whyte, with 
Lieutenants H. J. Jopp and J. F. Clyne as subalterns, on the occasion of the 
arrival in the city of their Royal Highnesses Princesses Louise and Beatrice to 
open the Scottish Home Industries Exhibition. 



Volunteer Officers' Decoration. 

The Royal Warrant instituting the new Volunteer Decoration was issued on 
25th July, 1892, and two years later — 24th May, 1894 — Her Majesty granted an 
extension of the decoration to the volunteer officers throughout the Empire, upon 
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the same terms and conditions as those upon which it had been granted to volunteer 

officers in the United Kingdom, except that in the case of India, eighteen years m 

declared to be the qualifying period. The regulations have been modified from tint 

to time, but the volunteer regulations of 1901, reprinted 

_ _^,~ for provisional use, with corrections and amendmentt 

^^ up to 3l8t July, 1904, are as follows (Sec. 395) :— 

Volunteer officere having lo years' service, whicb nod 
not be continuous, are eligible for "The Volunteer Offico^ 
Decoration." 

The following will be allowed to reckon towards die 
twenty years : — (a) all commisiioned service in the VduDtto 
Force, including that with the Royal Naval Voluntea 
Reserve ; (6) half the time served in the ranks of a volunleB 
corps, or a cadet corps, or cadet battalion, after attainiq 
the age of 17 years; (e) all service qualifying for tk 
Colonial Auxiliary Forces or Royal Naval Volunteer Restnt 
Officers' Decoration ; and {d) all service as an actii 
honorary officer of a cadet corps or cadet battalion, 
attaining the age of 17 years. An officer who has send 
partly in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve arKi pardf ii 
the (army) Volunteers will, if otherwise eligible, be ai 
the decoration for that service in which he shall bnc 
served the greater portion of his last 10 years of quali^ 



The following is a list of recipients belonging to thil 
battalion to November, 1906:— 




Lieulenani- Colonel and Honorary Colonel ... 
Major and Ilonoiary Lieulenanl-Colonel ... 
Major and Honorary Lieuienint-Colonel ... 

Captain and Honorary Major 

CapUin and Honorary Major 

Quarlei- master (Honorary LiealenanI -Colonel) 
Brigade Su^eon Lieucenant-Colonel 

Captain (retired) 

Captain and Honorary Major (retired) 



Captain and Honorary Major 

Honorary Major and Adjutant (retired) 

Acting Chaplain 

Surgeon-Major 



DoDf^lass Duncan ... 
H. Campbell Gordon 
R. A. D. Connon ... 
Geoi^e Cruden 

J- Clyne 

John Ctombie 
Angus Fraier, M.D. 
Harvey Hall 
S.R. W.Shaw ... 



Lachlan Mackinnon 
Henry Arthur Crane 
Rev. J. A. M'Clymont, RD. 
?. Blaikie Smith, M.D. ... 
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The Volunteer Long Service Mbdal. 





This medal was instituted by Her Majesty Queen Victoria in May, 1894. TV 
conditions of the grant have been modified from time to time, but the following are 
contained in the Volunteer Regulations now in use: — 

399. Volunteers may be granted a medal designated "The Volunteer Long Serrict 
Medal," after ao years' service, which need not be continuous, in the Volunteer Force, including 
(a) service in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, and {i) service in a cadet corps or cadet 
battalion after attaining the age of 17 years. Service qualifying for the Colonial Auxiliuy 
Forces' Long Service Medal will be allowed to reckon. Service in the Militia or Impeiiil 
Yeomanry will also be allowed to reckon, provided that the last 5 years have been served in 
the Volunteer Force. A volunteer who has served partly in the Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve and partly in the (amiy) Volunteers will, if otherwise eligible, be awarded the medil 
for that service in which he shall have served the greater portion of his last 10 years of 
qualifying service. 

400. The medal may also be granted to volunteers who have retired after completing 
so years' service, and to officers who have served in the ranks, but have not qualified for 
the Volunteer Officers' Decoration. 

There are several other provisions as to publication in the army orders, forfeiture 
of medal, and provision for replacing a lost medal, etc. 

In May, 1895, the first presentations of the Long Service Medal were made by 
Colonel Boyes, commanding the 75th Regimental District, to the members of 
corps to whom the medal had been first awarded. 
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The following are the names of the members of this corps who are recipients of 
s medal : — 



Rank. 
Lieutenant ... 
Sergieant 
Lance-Cxwpocal 
Da 



(late) Corpool 
Sci^junt 



The VoLuvTEza Lostg Sultice Med. 
ist Volanteer Bottalioa Gocdoa 

April. 1S95. 



W. x^npSb 
F. Babka, 
D. Eudoffi 
A. CattD. 

J. 
W. 

R. 
J. 



? 
Oik 



T 



r^fynrmt' 






i. 74r< 



V m^fmMer. 



Private 



PriTate 
Colov-Safjeaiit 



Pmau 
aptan 
Maiar 

oloor- 
PriTate 



January, i^t^ 



J. 

W. ClHirics. 
T. 

J. 



CS.G 

a. 










Pmaie 




Major. 



I- 



'*S5^' 



* >p 



>. 



i; 



'VH^T. 



.^^f. 
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Rank. 

Lieutenant 

Sergeant 


Name. 
J. A. Ross. 
A. Stephen. 


1899. 


Rank. 
Private 


• • • • • 


T. Findlater. 




Rank. 
Sergeant 


1900. 

■ • • 


Name. 
A. A. Smith. 




Rank. 

Captain 

Quarter • master and 

Honorary Captain 
Colour-Sergeant 
Pipe-Corporal 


Name. 
J. R. Dean. 

A. Edmond. 
G. Souter. 
Wm. Innes. 


1901. 


Rank. 
Colour-Sergeant 

Sergeant 

Private 

Private 

Private 


Name. 

W. Edwards. 
J. Yule. 
T. M. Young. 
G. Joss. 
J. Wilson. 






1902. 








Colour-Sergeant 
Colour-Sergeant 
Lieutenant 


G. Garden. 
James Forbes. 
D. M. Walker. 






Sergeant 
Sergeant 


* • • • 

• • • • < 


J.JoUy. 

W. Meldrum. 






1903. 








Sergeant 

Sergeant 

Corporal 


G. Gray. 

A. Still (resigned). 

J. Murchie (resigne 


d). 




Sergeant 
Sergeant 


• • • • ■ 


J. G. Stevenson 

(resigned). 
T. Chalmers. 






1904. 








Sergeant Piper 
Colour- Sergeant 
Colour-Sergeant 
Sergeant 


W. Mann. 
A. S. Jack. 
J. Clubb. 
G. Rae. 






Sergeant 
Corporal 
Colour- Serg( 
Sergeant 


• • • • • 

• • • • • 

eant 

• • * • 


G Gordon. 
A. Charles. 
C. Forbe-s. 
J. H. Webster. 




Rank. 
Piper 


1905- 

• • • 


Name. 
R. R. Ks.son. 






Rank. 

Lance-Sergeant 
Bandsman 


Name. 
A. Jaffray. 
J. M. Gorman. 


i9( 


o6. 


Rank. 
Corporal 
Corporal 


• • • a 

• • • • 


Name. 
G. Merson. 
W. Scott 






1907. 








Colour-Sergeant 
Corporal 


R. Grant. 
W. Charles. 






Sergeant 
Sergeant 


• « • • 

• • ■ • 


A. Coutts. 
F. Craigmyle. 



On 16th December, 1895, the period of service of Captain W. L, Forbe 
adjutant expired, and he was succeeded by Captain Hector Macneal, of the Go 
Highlanders. 

On 5th February, 1896, a novelty in training was introduced in the shape 



TTSBi 



'ise rara-- r ' - =^ 

lings 2r.z -r^ ^^^ -iirr: ^ ^zz:^ z. 

d* - ■ »-- ■ ^ - ^^ - ^^^- W» 

lit}' w:ir. t-:l_i- : -r.:-:— ;= • . . - 

ations v-r-^ r^ -T -r^-. .:: — r : r 

\l to p--.'?— :L-r-. Vr - — : — ■ ^ 

ires — C: .-'-= 1'. jz_-ii ..-.: -.i , _r. . 

ements a'.r i/i-'j.-. -j .- _- -r-r 

also beg-r — *^r. .- -"»-r-T_i:* , . 

:o eight rr. ■=' .- • .■j\- -: ..... . . 

soon. :r. i-::-_ - -.-••:.'• '-.<■•—-. _— -. 
imilar 1 ;'■='-, :-,- ^r. .- ; :•-•■ •;^.-_ :. 

n July th- 1 -T" '^. - .-rrc--r! . . 

lilitan' c;ri.<t. i.. ■ >-\s: .-:.^^- 
been maic - ^.-r . i-!;.r-r _.-. 
ater, marir.-::: :-.<-•.- . -;j-.i-... - ^^ 
quharsor. -,-: -t .-:r-^.^:. .><r- u^ ^- ^ 

iion of He' Ir-Si- .: ::i.,-^ ^ .^ ^^^^ 

tie till .V.v'.ii^; r *_i^ .^. • - . ... _ _^_ 

rS. The r-i.'SiVi rzjr- b<i-jr -.-.tr -^ r^-e 

and pict-r^rTb.-^ *-'r>rr .-cr -^- --j-^ 
)yed. 

In 1897. trie: :*r.i- r :'jr ^.^tii^^r -. :^, 
ll celebr2tj'.»-.a n vr:.-r>r?in-rr..itf -- ^^^ -^ 
nty men- t -.t Ut:*aarT V '. ^g, .^ ^_^ .. ^ 
les Ew-r.ic i.ri: -^. - v-^:•*., i 
ilee procesui^r.n sir^«^ -r.'fc v*k i^:;*-r 
sequently an^r'j^ -itit *•;«/-«?: 
At the end "A r^st ye^ hia 
mbers of whxh ver* -; ^, - 

new company. *t3dr%i ' ^ * 
dents at the L'niv.*rur/. 






206 The History of the Aberdeen Volunteers. 



In October, 1898, the corps furnished a f^uard of honour on the occasion of a 
visit of H.R.H. Princess Beatrice to the city, for the purpose of opening a Bazaar in 
aid of the funds of the Royal Hospital for Sick Children. The guard consisted of 
100 rank and file, 1 colour-sergeant, 4 sergeants, 1 bugler, with pipers and drummers, 
and was under the command of Captain J. C. Bennett, with Lieutenants T. R. 
Mackenzie and A. B. Thomson as subalterns. 

At the inspection in 1899, while stating his satisfaction that good work was being 
done in the battalion, the inspecting officer urged company officers *'to take more 
care at the inspection, and to endeavour to instil into their men a feeling of pride in 
their dress and personal cleanliness '' I 

During the year 1900 and succeeding years, a considerable number of the men 
volunteered for active service with the Gordon Highlanders in South Africa — (See 
chapter on Service Companies). 

On 19th September of this year, Colonel Douglass Duncan retired. His 
valedictory order was as follows: — 

Colonel Duncan, in retiring from the ist Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlandeis, 
gratefully acknowledges the support which he has always received from the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and men in the discharge of his duties as commanding officer for die 
past ten years. 

It gives him great pleasure also to place on the records of the regiment his high apprecia- 
tion of the services of the adjutant, Captain Hector Macneal of the Gordon Highlanders, 
whose zeal, tact, and skill have done so much for the battalion that Colonel Duncan ventures 
to say it has never been in a higher state of discipline and efficiency than it is at the present 
time. 

The strength of the battalion when Colonel Duncan took over the command was 696, 
and it is now 1084. 

It is with no little pride that the commanding officer has read, both in public despatches 
and in private letters, the accounts of the gallant conduct of the Service Company in South 
Africa, and he asks the relatives and friends of those who have fallen to accept the assurance 
of his deepest sympathy, and earnestly trusts that the wounded may soon be able to return to 
duty. 

Colonel Duncan has been a member of the battalion for more than forty years, and it is 
with no light heart that he now says farewell. 

He hopes the regiment may have every success, and he sends his best wishes to every 
member, both at home and at the front. 

The November battalion orders contained the following graceful tribute to the 
work accomplished by Colonel Duncan : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cruden, on assuming command, desires to place on record the regret 
felt by every member at the retirement of Colonel Douglass Duncan from the command of 
the battalion. 

During the whole period of his connection with the battalion — over forty years in all- 
Colonel Duncan's sole object was how best to further its interests and to promote its 
efficiency, so that it might be worthy of the traditions of the gallant territorial regiment with 
which it is connected. 




Colonel Geortte CruJen, V D, 
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An enthusiastic volunteer himself, Colonel Duncan made it his constant endeavour to 
imbue every member of the battalion with similar feelings, and its efficient state at the date of 
his retirement testifies in no small degree to the success of his efforts. 

The officer commanding feels assured Colonel Duncan will carry with him into his 
retirement the best wishes for his future of every member of the battalion, and that, though 
his active interest has now been brought to a close, he will still retain a warm interest in the 
regiment with which he has been so long and so honourably connected. 

On 31st October, 1900, Colonel Duncan was presented with a piece of plate, as a 
)uvenir of the long time he had served in the regiment. 

The strength of the battalion numerically, and the high state of efficiency in which 
e left it, testified sufficiently to the enterprise Colonel Duncan had shown during 
le period of his command, and to his popularity in the corps. He modified the 
reary monotony of the march past in open and close column, the weary repetition 
f the manual exercise, marching in echelon, and forming squares, which had hitherto 
een the sum total of the battalion parades, and had begun to pall even amongst the 
lost enthusiastic volunteers; and he gave the men a taste of real soldiering, such 
s the battalion had never before experienced. The ten years of his cr>mmand 
ad been characterized by an activity, and a painstaking and continuous effort U) 
opularise the movement and improve the battalion, the like of which had ntft been 
ttempted since the earliest years of volunteering. His efforts were ably neamded 
y the two successive adjutants. Captains Forbes and Hector Macneal, and were 
minently successful. 

Colonel Duncan was succeeded in the command by Lieutenant-Colonel Ge^/rge 
!ruden, advocate in Aberdeen, who had been associated with the battali/>n, br4h 
1 the ranks and as a commissioDed oflBcer, for 33 years, and waK well ktu/wn U/r 
lis enthusiasm and energy in all that pertained to volunteer life. 

Captain Hector Macneal's period of the adjutancy expired in lhx4tmhtr, l^ftf, and 
lis departure was sincerely r^retted by all ranks. He wa* succeeded, tin^t, l/y 
Captain F. M. Drew, of the L ei c es t er shire Re^ment, as inUsrim adjutant, »nd 
tltimately by Major the Hon. R. F. Camc^, of the Gordon Hi^iland^rs, ^m IM 
Aarch, 1902. At the same time Quarter-master Senptam f/avvJ S^^m ^^nm d^r^K^A 
rom Pretoria, and was added to the ttrtngth fA the bsOt^^/n ^^ ^sr^f^s^^^-m^y^. 

On 1st November, 1901, new oondftiofis of effik^ency cafi»«t inv/ i/^%^, ffc« r//^i/f 
provision of which was a compulsory attendance at caunp at ^^avit Kt^pry '4JtA4fM^ y^/^r, 
>r attachment to a correspooding unit of the reiti^vSar VjtnK. T>^ r^^vjt /^ ^iy^j^. 
egulations was a sudden drop in the membtr ship of ajj Yv^i^f/Vs^er ^/^fult^/t^ «^;rv^^; 
>ut the country. In the Abenfeen RsBe corp«, tistft; decr^isM^ t/^ t>^ /i^z w>4 r^, 
ess than 204, or one-fifth of the whole faattalMi^ and tM ^j^^^a^nAif^ ^Skf^^ m^/U^ 
I special appeal for recruits to fill 19 the vacaiK4«%. Tfje '^^yy^i f^^^y^^, v^m 
>nly moderately successfuL 

The year 1902 was memofaUe 10 reaptci laaaA, tjwfer tki^ i^^^t^A f^^v -i^^/fn , -^ 
•eferred to, the battalioo took fwt m the brigade *j^a»^ ^ kJt^^^^^ '^ ^^^>. ,y, 
ewer than 600 men were pfoeot for lis 4br«^ Tfe «u»t u^ u 4^-C t$*f^^ ^A /• vy« 
;he work was nevertheleM now the kw mmtnt^mK im4 i^^^cm^f 7lwt ^/y^,^^ ^^^^ 
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tained of the corps by Brigadier-General William Gordon, commanding 2nd Lothian 
Volunteer Brigade, is given in the battalion orders of November, 1902« thus: — 

He wishes to convey to the ist Volunteer Battalion the Gordon Highlandeis bii 
appreciation of their excellent conduct, soldier-like qualities, and fine appearance while under 
his command. 

It has been a pleasure to the brigadier, and to the other battalions of the brigade, to be 
associated with a battalion which so well maintains the credit of the Gordon Highlanders. 

For this satisfactory result, the commander in his annual remarks awards well- 
merited praise to the adjutant. Major Carnegie; the quarter-master, Lieut. W. 
Walker, and assistants ; Sergeant-Major Nelson, and others of the permanent staff. 

In the following year, the battalion was once more under canvas in the military 
camp at Stobs. The corps camped from 17th to 31st July, and during that time 
they put in a hard but useful training. As giving some idea of the growth of the 
work allotted to the volunteers, the diary of parades while at Stobs, embraced 
"skirmishing— attacks and defence practice; information and reconnaissance; pro- 
tection and marches; outpost duty; entrenching, judging distances" — ^all in addition 
to the daily brigade parades. 

The decline in numbers caused by the new conditions of efficiency seemed to 
have been checked. Colonel Cruden, in an order of November, 1903, said: — 

The commanding officer admits that he had at the b^inning of the year grave doubts 
as to how the battalion would stand at the close of the year under the new conditions for 
efficiency, seeing many good volunteer battalions had suffered by them. It is, therefore, 
with extreme satisfaction that he finds himself in the position to state that not only has the 
battalion increased in numbers, but that it has also earned from its various insp>ecting officers 
most complimentary remarks on its strength, its physique, and its efficiency. This highly 
satisfactory result is entirely due to the loyal and hearty support so willingly given by Colonel 
Mackinnion and the other officers, the adjutant, the members of the permanent staff, the 
non-commissioned officers and men of the battalion to him in his endeavours to promote the 
efficiency of the battalion, the welfare of which he has so deeply at heart. 



Camp at Stobs. 

The selection of the battalion as a part of the Scottish Field Army has marked out the 
battalion as one of the best in Scotland. This honour, however, entails an annual attendance 
at camp for a fortnight of at least 15 officers and 490 non-commissioned officers and mea 
It reflects the highest credit on the battalion that last year the attendance exceeded 60a 
The camp took place during the last fortnight in July, and the miserable weather entailed the 
maximum amount of discomfort on the men. The cheerful way in which every man sub- 
mitted to these trying conditions, and the admirable behaviour of all ranks, not only earned 
the highest praise from our brigadier, but also showed the General Officer Commanding that 
the battalion appreciated the honour he had conferred on it by selecting it as one of the units 
of the Scottish Field Army. The officer commanding feels that all ranks considered it to be 
a high honour to serve under Brigadier-General Trotter, and appreciate greatly the compli- 
mentary remarks he was good enough to make regarding the battalion. The officer 
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commanding considers it his doty to take this opportunitr, on his own behalf, as well as 
on behalf of his brother officers^ to cqxess the deep obligation they are under to the Lord 
Provost, Magistrates, and membefs of the Town Coandl for their valued recommendation to 
the many employers of labour in the dtj to allow their employees to attend the camp. To 
many employers the permission granted most have entailed considerable inconvenience, but 
the officer commanding trusts that the admirable behaviour of the battalion while in camp, as 
well as the satisfactory reports of the authorities, which r^ect credit on the city, will prove 
some little return for their sdf-sacrifice. 

It will be seen from the above that, although the weather conditions were 
nfavourable, the attendance at camp was again very high, and the battalion had 
ivourably impressed the high military authorities at Stobs as it had previously 
one at Aldershot. 

The following opinions of the corps at this time are instructive : — 

From the officer commanding the Gordon Brigade, Colonel H. H. Mathias, A.D.C. 
>f Dargai fame) : — 

Remarks by OpncER Commanding Gordon Brigadr. 

The battalion trained at Stobs for a fortnight, and the brigadier informed me he was 
" well satisfied with the battalion, and glad to have it in his brigade.** 

I myself saw the battalion on parade in marching order on the 6th June, a long way the 
strongest and best turned out one I have had here. 

On the 4th July I detailed the battalion to take up a position to prevent a landing at 
Nigg Bay. No trenches could be dug on account of the crops, but the position and proposed 
trenches were satisfactory, and the parade a strong one. 

H. H. MATHIAS. 

Remarks by General Officer Commanding SkxyrriSH District. 

In strength of numbers as in efficiency, this corps continues to hold its own, to the credit 
of the commanding officer and of all ranks. 

ARCHIBALD HUNTBR. 

Brigadier-General Trotter's Remarks. 

The G.O.C. acknowledges receipt of your reports on the corps under your command, 
and expresses his satisfaction at the general good impression they convey of the sound 
condition of the corps concerned. 

In the year 1904, the battalion was again in camp, this time at Barry, from 
6th to 30th July, and it need only be said that the result of this special training was 
horoughly satisfactory. 

By an Army Order, dated 24th October, 1904, sanction was given for Captain and 
[ion. Major W. O. Duncan "to be considered as having qualified for promotion to the 
lext higher rank in consideration of his services in South Africa." 

On 24th September, Lieutenant-Colonel Cruden's period of command terminated, 
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and, through the medium of the battalion orders (20th September, 1904), he addressed 
the corps thus : — 

In retiring from the battalion at the close of the period of command, Colonel Cniden 
desires to express the regret with which he severs an unbroken connection of 37 years, 
during which he has served in every rank and formed many and enduring ties of comradeship. 
To all the members of the battalion — officers, non-com missioned officers, and men— he 
tenders his most sincere thanks for the loyal support they have given him on every occasion 
during the past four years, and he earnestly trusts that they will give the same hearty support 
to his successor in the command. 

Colonel Cruden is proud to be able to say that, through the efforts of all concerned, the 
efficiency of the battalion stands as high as, if not higher than it has ever done, and he feels 
confident that no effort will be spared to maintain it in this condition. 

That his own deep interest in everything that concerns the battalion can never cease, is 
the assurance that Colonel Cruden would convey to all its members. 

Major and Hon. Lieutenant-Colonel Lachlan Mackinnon, who succeeded to the 
command on 10th December, 1904, was, like his two predecessors, an advocate in 
Aberdeen, and had been associated with the corps for many years. He had served 
in every commissioned rank, and was known as a thoroughly experienced and capable 
officer ; it was, therefore, recognised that the future of the corps was in safe keeping. 
On 12th December, the remarks of the General Officer Commanding on the musketo' 
training of the corps were published : — 

Very satisfactory; and great interest is taken in musketry in this battalion, and the 
musketry practice is well conducted. 

On 21st of the same month, a special army order was issued conferring on the 
corps the honorar>' distinction of being permitted, in recognition of services 
rendered during the South African War, 1899-1902, to wear upon colours or appoint- 
ments the words : — 

"South Africa, 1900-02." 

In February, 1905, semaphore signalling was introduced as an optional part of the 
volunteers' training. On 6th March, an order was issued with reference to the 
reduction of the establishment, ordering the amalgamation of D and I companies 
under the letter D, and E and L under the letter M, thus reducing the number of 
companies in the battalion by two. 

In 1905, the regiment was again included in the 34th Field Army Brigade, and was 
encamped at Barr>', as in 1904, from 22nd July to 5th August. The number 
attending the camp was highly gratifying. 

The brigade was composed as follows : — 

ist V.B. Highland Light Infantry. 
3rd V.B. Highland Light Infantry. 
I St V.B. Gordon Highlanders. 
3rd V.B. Royal Highlanders. 







Colonel Lachlan Mackinnon, V.U. 
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Under date 5th December, there appears in the Order Book the following 
:opy of the " Farewell Order," by Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Tucker, G.C.V.O., 
K.C.B., Commander-in-Chief, Scottish Command: — 

Officers and Men of His Majesty's Forces in the Scottish Command, 

It is with deep regret that I have to part from you and from the army in which I have 
served 50 years. 

Do your duty in the future as you have done it during the last two years I have had the 
honour of commanding you, and continue to work whole-heartedly and unselfishly for the good 
of the service. — Good-bye. 

On the death of the King of Denmark, Her Majesty Queen Alexandra's father, 
^ho was a general in the British army, officers were ordered when in uniform to 
ivear a band of black crape from 1st to 7th February, 1906, inclusive. 

The year 1906 again saw the corps attached to the 34th Brigade, and encamped at 
5arry. 

The brigade that year consisted of : — 

ist V.B. Highland Light Infantry. 
3rd V.B. Highland Light Infantry, 
ist V.B. Gordon Highlanders, 
ist V.B. Royal Highlanders. 

The regiment arrived at Barry on Saturday, 21st July, and during the following 
'eek was engaged in manoeuvres of the most arduous nature, including a night march 
gainst an enemy. On that occasion the troops were at work for sixteen hours 
Dntinuously, and about 5000 troops were engaged in the operations. Similar work 
ras done on the succeeding days. On the conclusion of the manoeuvres on 27th July, 
Colonel Grogan, C.B., commanding the attacking force said to the officers of 
tie Gordons, * Your men worked splendidly ; you have a very fine regiment I ' " — {Camp 
>rders, 1906.) 

On the same day Brigadier-General Trotter issued the following brigade order : — 

In bidding farewell to the 34th F.A. Brigade, after a period of five years in command, the 
brigadier-general wishes to express to all ranks his sincere thanks for their assistance in bring- 
ing the brigade up to the present state of efficiency. He trusts that each battalion may so far 
preserve its individuality as to be recognisable when a component part of other units, as a 
portion of a brigade no longer existing, but whose smartness and good order are second, prob- 
ably, to none in the service. It is with the keenest regret he says good-bye; he will follow 
each battalion, though no longer under his command^ with lively interest, and he trusts that 
the lessons learned by them and by him during a long period of command, made pleasant by 
their loyalty and co-operation in his endeavours for their good, may be a happy and useful 
memory for all concerned. 

Such praise from so distinguished a soldier might fittingly have concluded the story 
>f the 1st Volunteer Battalion of the Gordons, but after nine days of the most 
atiguing work the battalion had ever undergone, they commenced a route march of 
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over 70 miles, from Barry to Aberdeen. The stages of the march were (1) Barry to 
Arbroath, (2) Arbroath to Montrose, (3) Montrose to Laurencekirk, (4) Laurencekirk 
to Stonehaven, and (5) Stonehaven to Aberdeen. The march was accomplished 
in a manner that was beyond all praise, and under conditions as exacting as 
could possibly be imagined. Starting on a splendid marching day, the corps, during 
the six days, endured successively, tropical heat, drenching downpours, and excep- 
tionally severe thunderstorms; and, over and above the weather conditions, they had 
to deal with several attacks upon their camp by local corps of volunteers at different 
places, and a night march from Laurencekirk to Stonehaven after having accomplished 
the march from Montrose, making in all a march of 25 miles in one day. A much- 
needed day of rest at the camping-ground at Urie was allowed the weary men, 
then followed the regimental games, and on the day after, the corps, in brilliant 
weather, marched into Aberdeen, and were dismissed at Gordon's College. Before 
dismissal, Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon, who had been in command in the absence 
of Colonel Mackinnon, expressed satisfaction with the manner in which the route 
march had been accomplished, and praised the men for their pluck and endurance. 

In September, Major and Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Stuart Gordon, 
of this battalion, was appointed brigade-major, Gordon Volunteer Infantry Brigade. 
On the 27th of the same month the corps provided guards of honour and otherwise 
assisted, along with contingents from all the other Gordon Volunteer Battalions, the 
Artillery, Engineers, and local companies of the Royal Army Medical Corps, in the 
celebration ceremony of the Quater-centenary of the University, when Their Majesties 
the King and Queen paid a semi-state visit to the city. The colonel commanding the 
brigade, on 4th October, issued an order stating how pleased he was with their 
generally smart appearance and their good behaviour, and how very proud he was of 
his new brigade ; and the brigadier-general. Highland group, and the Town Council 
also expressed their acknowledgments and thanks for the excellent military arrange- 
ments. 

Under date 2nd November, 1906, there appears in the Order Book the following 
copy letter: — 

Colonel Mackinnon regrets greatly that, owing to the pressure of other engagements, he 
finds himself under the necessity of relinquishing the command of the battalion before the 
expiry of his period of office. In taking farewell of the battalion, of which he has been a 
member for 35 years, Colonel Mackinnon desires to take the opportunity of thanking all ranb 
— officers, non-commissioned officers, and men, and also the adjutant and staff— for the 
unvarying kindness and support which he has received while in command, and to express tl« 
confident hope that his successor will be equally fortunate. 

Colonel Mackinnon is of opinion that the progress of the battalion in smartness, 
discipline, and general efficiency — more especially while in the field army — has been steady 
and continuous, and he has no doubt that, under such new conditions as may be imposed 
the battalion will continue to go forward in the acquisition of all patriotic and soldierly 
qualities, and to observe its honourable position as a unit of the Gordon Highlanders. 

The above announcement was received with great regret by all ranks. 

Major and Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel C. S. Gordon, V.D., was the senior officer. 




Colonel D. B, D. Stewart, V.D. 
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and would have succeeded to the command, but having been appointed brigade- 
major as stated, he was seconded, and the command devolved upon Major and 
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel D. B. D. Stewart, V.D., who was formally appointed on 
19th November, 1906. The new commander is a manufacturer in Aberdeen, and 
has been associated with the battalion since December, 1884, and was therefore 
a thoroughly experienced officer. He succeeded to the command at a critical time 
in the history not only of the battalion but of the volunteer movement itself. The 
organization and conditions of volunteering are to be entirely revolutionised, and 
while much will depend upon the new conditions about to be issued, much will also 
depend upon the popularity of the commanding officer, and the tact and skill with 
which the new conditions are interpreted and acted upon. 

On 9th June, 1907, the battalion lost the services of the capable and popular 
sergeant-major, David Nelson, who retired on pension. The retirement of Quarter- 
master Wm. Walker gave the battalion the opportunity of retaining Mr. Nelson's 
services, and he was offered and accepted the post of acting quarter-master. A better 
selection could not have been made, Mr. Nelson having had experience as quarter- 
master-sergeant with the "Gordons" at Pretoria. The vacancy caused by these 
alterations was filled up on same date by the appointment of Colour-Sergeant Buick, 
1st Scots Guards, to be acting sergeant-major. The corps again encamped at Barry, 
from 20th to 27th July, where the inspection also took place. The number that 
attended camp was considerably over 300. 



REGIMENTAL STATISTICS. 
I. — Strength. Grant. Marksmen. 

The following list shows (1) the number of effectives and non-effectives, proficients 
and non-efficients, as they were called at different times; (2) the capitation grants 
earned from 1863; and (3) the number of marksmen from 1861 to 1906 inclusive. 
There is no official statement of strength or grant earned prior to that of 10th 
December, 1863. 



Year. 


Effectives. 


Non-effectives. 


Total Strength. 


Grant earned. 


Number of 
Marksmen. 


i86i 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


12 


1862 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• ■ • 


30 


1863 


538 


261 


799 


jQ'joo 


73 


1864 


649 


151 


800 


876 


91 


1865 


720 


72 


792 


931 10 


41 


1866 


756 


18 


774 


1054 10 


72 


1867 


774 


53 


827 


1055 


96 


1868 


767 


12 


779 


1080 10 


96 


1869 


786 


15 


801 


loio 10 


58 


1870 


761 


I 


762 


1 134 


58 


1871 


745 


• • • 


745 


1237 10 


39 


1872 


699 


6 


705 


1 162 


3« 


1873 


745 


7 


752 


1255 


73 
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I.— Strength. Grant. Marksmbn— 


Ctntittuuf- 




Year. 


Effectives. 


Non- Effectives. 


Total Strength. 


Grant earned. 


Number of 
Marksnen. 


1874 


762 


15 


777 


jQiSOO 10 


99 


1875 


775 


6 


781 


1337 10 


99 


1876 


798 


3 


801 


1369 10 


120 


1877 


798 


I 


799 


1374 10 


74 


1878 


824 


I 


825 


1426 


"7 


1879 


832 


• • • 


832 


1435 '® 


112 


1880 


842 


I 


843 


1450 10 


131 


1881 


842 


2 


844 


1435 ^0 


94 


1882 


754 


I 


755 


1316 10 


86 


1883 


714 


3 


717 


1250 


95 


1884 


788 


3 


791 


1348 


103 


1885 


836 


2 


838 


1432 10 


140 


1886 


8^5 


• • • 


8«5 


1425 10 


150 


1887 


787 


I 


788 


1582 


74 


1888 


784 


I 


785 


1567 5 


5» 


1889 


737 


I 


738 


1492 10 


45 


1890 


695 


I 


696 


1433 


39 


1891 


789 


I 


790 


1638 15 


47 


1892 


761 


21 


782 


1585 15 


60 


1893 


680 


10 


690 


1449 ^ 


47 


1894 


619 


9 


628 


1314 IS 


50 


1895 


612 


57 


669 


1316 5 


54 


1896 


768 


36 


804 


1614 


80 


1897 


739 


42 


781 


1717 2 


98 


1898 


834 


II 


845 


2288 19 6 


116 


1899 


831 


25 


856 


1929 7 


74 


1900 


1051 


2 


1053 


3712 >S 4 


207 


1901 


1127 


I 


1128 


2855 18 3 


348 


1902 


922 


2 


924 


3526 11 6 


334 


1903 


930 


18 


948 


6015 17 4 


3»3 


1904 


856 


8 


864 


4561 II 8 


172 


1905 


877 


7 


884 


4959 " 4 


53 


1906 


775 


5 


780 


4350 16 5 


77 



Notb. — The years in which the grants are abnormally high were years in which the battalion went into camp^ 

Marksmen were entitled to wear on the arm a badge of a *' rifle and two stars" ; this was changed in 18S 
'* cross rifles." The improvement effected in the rifle and the alterations repeatedly made in the conditioB 
shooting make it impossible to compare the shooting of one period with another. The permanent staff are somedt 
included in the list of marksmen, but deducted in the regimental statistics, which makes an apparent discrepanqr. 

[The statistics for 1907 had not been completed at date of going to press.] 

II. — Best Shot in the Battalion, from 1861 to 1907 inclusive. 

The best shot was entitled to wear a badge of "rifle and three stars" till l^ 
In 1888, the badge was changed to ''cross rifles and crown in silver** till 1906. 



Year. 
1861 
1862 



Name. Company. Score. 

Sergeant S. R. W. Shaw ... 2 10 

Colour-Sergeant Wm. M*Haidy I 19 



Highest Score in 1st Class. 

No. of 



Year. 
1863 
1864 



Name. 
Private John Irvine ... 
Private Harvey Hall 



NaoT 
4 l" 
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Highest Aggregate in ist and 2nd Class. 



Name. 

Private Hogh Grant 

Corpora] Alex. Ross 

Colour- Sergeant Donald King 



No. of 
Company. Score. 

4 109 
6 105 
3 104 



Year. 
1868 
1869 
1870 



Name. 
Private Wm. Alexander 
Corporal Alexander Brand . . 
Private Alex. M. Mackie 



No. of 
Company. Score. 

4 96 

3 — 

4 — 



Highest Aggregate in ist and 2nd Class. 



Private Hogh Grant ... 
Private Horace Fildes 
Private Robert Barnett 
Private Alexander Fraser 



5 

4 
3 
9 



42 
100 

105 
99 



1875 
1876 

1877 



Sergeant John C. Spence 
Private Alex. Fraser 
Do. do. 



8 114 

9 "3 
9 108 



Highest in ist Class. 



Colour-Sergeant Geo. Divorty 
Sergeant J. H. Jamieson 
Corporal Alexander Clark 
Private F. A. Watt 
Corporal Thomas Lindsay 
Private William Paterson 



3 

3 
I 

A 

B 

A 



49 
54 
58 
50 
54 
53 



1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 



Corporal A. Jamieson 


D 


56 


Private Wm. Paterson 


F 


71 


Private Wm. Rennie 


I 


69 


Corporal James G. Rae 


— 


62 


Private James Anderson 


C 


60 



Highest Aggregate. 



Private James Anderson 
Private William Paterson 
Corporal Alex. N. McDonald 
Colour-Sergeant George Meams 
Colour-Sergeant James Forbes 
Private George Anderson 
O.-R. Sergeant J. G. Rae 
Sergeant G. Anderson 
Private G. Innes 
Colour-Sergeant J. Forbes 



F 
F 
D 
C 
G 
F 
F 
F 
F 
G 



197 
209 

200 

200 

203 

203 

162 

163 
161 

179 



1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 

1903 
1904 

1905 
1906 

1907 



Lance-Sergeant Alex. Calder 


A 


173 


Private Geo. Innes 


F 


98 


Private A. Buchan 


C 


104 


Lance-Corporal J. Stewart ... 


C 


105 


Lance-Sergeant L. Grant ... 


C 


106 


Private A. Buchan 


C 


lOI 


Corporal A. Forbes 


F 


151 


Sergt.-Mr.-Tr. G. Souter ... 


F 


149 


Do. do. 


F 


150 



anies. 



III. — Best Company Shots from 1887 to 1907. 

Badge — Cross rifles, worked in silver, and star. 

1887. 



Non-Com. Officers and Men. 
Sergeant Alex. M*Connochie 
Lance-Corporal Robert Bell 
Sergeant J. H. Jamieson . . . 
Sergeant Thomas Findlater 
Corporal Alex. Thomson ... 



Poiou. 


Companies. 


51 


F 


51 


G 


56 


H 


54 


I 


56 


K 



Non-Com. Officers and Men. 
Private Wm. Paterson 
Sergeant Robert Shaw 
Private John Smith ... 
Sergeant Alex. Dickie 
Private Robert Gibb 



Points. 

59 
61 

58 

55 

49 



1888. 



Private Archibald Machray 
Lance-Sergeant Alex. Coutts 
Corporal Alexander Paul ... 
Private John Findlater 
Sergeant H. O. Gardiner ... 



49 


F 


... 48 


G 


... 58 


H 


55 


I 


59 


K 



Lance-Corporal Jos. Cooper 
Sergeant George Garden . . . 
Qr. -master. -Sergt. John Dean 
Private James Black 
Colour-Sergeant J. Matbieson 



51 
53 
51 
51 
43 
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Compuiif 
A 
B 
C 
D 



A 
B 
C 
D 
£ 



A 
B 
C 

D 
E 



A 
B 
C 
D 
E 



A 
B 
C 
D 
£ 



A 
B 
C 
D 
£ 



A 

B 
C 
D 
£ 



NoQ«Com. Officers and Men. 
Private Alex. Souter 
Lance-Sergeant Alex. Coutts 
Sergeant Alex. Paul 
Private Thomas Findlater . . . 
Private Alex. Thomson 



Sergeant A M 'Conachie . . . 
Sergeant A. A. Henderson... 

Sergeant A. Paul 

Private Thomas Findlater . . . 
Sergeant H. O. Gardiner .. 



Private Alex. Sonter 
Sergeant Thomas Lindsay . 
Sergeant Alex. Paul 
Sergeant Wm. Meldram 
Sergeant H. O. Gardiner .. 



Sergeant A. M*Conachie 
Private John B. Leslie 
Sergeant Alex. Paul 
Sergeant Wm. Meldram 
Sergeant H. O. Gardiner 



Private Lewis Grant 
Private John B. Leslie 
Colour-Sergeant Geo. Mearns 
Colour- Sergeant Robert Gordon 
Private Jas. Stewart 



Private Alexander Conn 
Sergeant Thos. Lindsay 
Sergeant Geo. Gray . . . 
Sergeant Wm. Meldrum 
Private Jas. Strang . . . 



Private Lewis Grant 
Colour-Sergeant Thos. Lindsay 
Musician James Inverarity . . . 
Private Daniel Mulholland... 
Sergeant James Eraser 



1889. 






Points. Companies. 


Non-Com. Officers and Men. 


I>db& 


181 


F 


Sergeant Jas. G. Rae 


... 19s 


167 


G 


Sergeant Jas. Forbes 


... i» 


192 H 


Sergeant David Anderson ... 


i7i 


183 I 


Private V. F. Riddle 


18 


176 K ... 


Private James Ewen 


... 1: 


1890. 






175 


F 


Private George Anderson ... 


«> . 


182 


G 


Colour-Seigeant Jas. Forbes 


... 


185 


H 


Private John Middleton ... 


... 


183 


I 


Corporal Jas. Oark 


... 


187 K 


Private Robert Gibb 


... 


1891. 






188 


F 


Private Alex. Gordon 


. ■ ■ 


196 


G 


Colour-Sergeant Jas. Forbes 


... 


194 


H ... 


Corporal Thomas Chalmers 


• • • 


185 


I 


Colour-Sergeant Alex. Bowman 


« • ■ 


187 


K 


Lance-Sergeant J. W. Ewen 


• • • 


1892. 






184 F 


Private Thomas Findlater ... 


• ■ • 


186 G 


Colour-Sergeant Jas. Forbes 


. • • 


190 H 


Wm. Angus 


• • • 


184 i I 


Corporal Jas. Clark 


• • • 


192 j K ... 


Sergeant Jas. W. Ewen 


• • • 


1893. 






187 ; F ... 


O.-R. Sergeant J. G. Rae ... 


. • ■ 


186 1 G 


Private John Duguid 


... 


190 


H 


Corporal Arthur Charles . . . 


• ■ • 


185 


I 


Colour-Sergeant Alex. Bowman 


• . • 


184 


K 


Private William Barnett ... 


• • 


1894. 






191 ; F 


Private Wm. Paterson 


... 


182 


G 


Colour-Sergeant Jas. Forbes 


... 


181 


H .. 


Sergeant Wm. Angus 


..^ 


178 • I 


Colour-Sergeant Alex. Bowman 


• • ^^^^ 


189 K ... 


Armourer-Sergeant Jas. Ewen 


• • ■^^^" 


1895- 






157 F ... 


Sergeant George Souter ... 


• »- * 


13s G 


Sergeant Francis Craigmyle 




142 H ... 


Corporal Thomas Chalmers 


• • ■ 


131 I 


Corporal Alexander Downie 


• • • 


141 


1 iv ... 


Private Alexander Gordon . . . 


... '^ 



Mi 






p »■ 



.-j-i. 



— _> -* 



ij~ ■ 



1- 



1 - 



.r .-C .-IS. 



-^-•S. »- 



^ 



- .-^ ii«. 
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X 


OMnpanie». 
A 
B 
C 
D 
E 


Non<om. OfTicerK and Men. 
Lance- Sergeant C. J. Young 
Sergeant H. Christie 
Lance- Corporal J. Stewart . . 
Colour-Sergeant J. Spark ... 
Private A. Forl)es ... 


F 


Colour-Sergeant G. Souter... 


A 


Private G. Finnic 


B 
C 
D 
E 
F 


Lance- Sergeant J. R. Lawson 
Lance-Sergeant L. Grant .. 
Sergeant W. Walker 
Lance-Sergeant A. Forbes... 
Sergeant J. Webster 



1903. 






Points. Companies. 


Noa<OB. Oficmaiid Men. 


Pdntt. 


95 ... 


Coloar-Seigeant J. Forbes ... 


... 9S 


94 I 


PriYate W. King 


... 85 


... 105 j K 




... S9 


91 L 


Private T. Fetgnton 


... 94 


94 U ... 


Private J. Ritchie 


... 97 


100 ! 






1903. 






83 i G 


Colour-Sergeant J. Forbes . . . 


... 100 


97 I 


Sergeant R. Rose 


. 94 


... 106 K 


T.Chalmers 


... 89 


91 


Lt ... 


C. Milne 


... 99 


92 


u 


J. Ritchie 


100 


102 









1904. 



A 
B 
C 
I) 
E 
F 



A 
B 
C 
D 
F 



A 

B 
C 
D 
F 



A 
B 
C 
I) 
F 



Sergeant A. Calder 
Colour-Sergeant J. Clubb 
Private A. Buchan ... 
Corporal J. K. Mathieson 
Bandsman A. M*Kenzic 
Sergeant J. Webster 



Sergeant A. Calder 
Sergeant A. Coutts 
Sergeant A. Milne 
Culour-Sergeanl D. Mulhollaiul 
Corporal A. Forbes 



Sergeant A. Calder 
Sergeant G. O. Lawson . . . 
Private A. Buchan . . 

Colour-Sergeant D. Mulholland 
Sergeant J. 11. Webster ... 



Colour-Sergeant A. Calder 
Sergeant G. O. lawson ... 
Sergeant W. Menzies 
Colour- Sergeant D. Mulholland 
Colour- Sergeant J. Findlater 



93 


G 


85 


I 


lOI 


K 


90 


L 


92 


U 


... 87 




19 


05. 


ii3 


G 


132 


K 


143 


M 


127 


U 


151 




19( 


36. 


140 


G 


127 


K 


144 


M 


137 


U 


146 




>9 


07. 


I3« 


G 


130 


K 


132 


M 


146 


U 


141 





Sergeant C. Christie 

Sergeant A. Fettes 

Lance-Corporal A. M*Leod 
Colour-Sergeant G. Davidson 
Colonr-Sergeint J. Ritchie... 



Quarter-master-SergeantJ. R. Forbes 
Colour-Sergesnt A. Jack . . 

Sergeant A. Gold 

Private J. Ritchie 



Sergeant C. Christie 
Lance-Sergeant W. Smith 

Sergeant A. Gold 

Colour- Sergeant J. J. Simpson 



Sergeant G. Christie 
Colour-Sergeant A. S. Jack 
Sergeant A. Gold .. 
Private J. D. Fiddes 



88 

79 
88 

90 
97 



144 

142 

U7 



14^ 

1)5 
134 



1)5 

144 
H9 
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IV. — Best Shooting Company, 1887- 1907. 

The sergeants of the best shooting company were permitted to wear a special 
badge, i.e., cross rifles and crown. 



Year. 


Company. 


Fig. of MeriL 


Year. 


Company. 


Fig. of Merit. 


1887 


F 


28772 


1898 


not noted. 




1888 


F 


145-55 


1899 


not noted. 




1889 


F 


175*95 


1900 


L 


136 


1890 


not noted. 




1901 


C 


173 


189I 


F 


18545 


1902 


c 


* 789 


1892 


F 


189*22 


1903 


c 


795 


1893 


not noted. 




1904 


c 


69-0 


1894 


F 


184-03 


1905 


u 


99 


X895 


not noted. 




1906 


c 


L09 


1896 


F 


■ • • 


1907 


c 


Ill 


X897 


K 


124-48 









The following prizes are also competed for annually: — 
The Adjutant's Cup. 
The Officers' Cup. 
The Grace Stewart Competition. 

Snap Shooting Competition (Major the Hon. R. F. Carnegie's Cup). 
Recruits' Bronze Cross. 



OFFICERS OF THE CITY RIFLES, 1859-1907. 

I St Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers (including individual Companies raised in 1859, and formed 
into a Battalion in i860), 185 9- 1883 ; thereafter ist Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders, 
1 884-1 907. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONELS COMMANDING AND HONORARY COLONELS. 



Name. 


Date of 
AppobtmenL 


Date of 
Retireinent. 




Napier Tomer Christie, 


5th March, 1S60 


4th Sept., 1 86 1 


Major of 38th Foot ; formerly of 33rd Foot ; 
and Lieutenant-Colonel of Aberdeen- 
shire Militia. 


Henry Knight- Erskine, 


13th Jan., 1862 


Died I5lh Nov., 
1870 


Formerly of 33rd Foot. 


William Jopp, .... 


24th Dec., 1870 


20th Sept., 1890 


Captain, 19th Nov., 1859 ; resigned April, 
1 86 1, but retained rank as Lieutenant 
(supernumerary) ; Major, I3lh Feb., 
1865; Honorary Colonel, 26th June, 
1885. 


Douglass Duncan, V.D., 


20th Sept., 1890 


20th Sept, 1900 


Service in ranks, 13th Oct, 1859, to llth 
July, i860 ; Corporal to 26th Jan., 1861 ; 
Sergeant to 4th June, 1861 ; Ensign, 5th 




1 






June, 1861, to 2ist Jan., 1862 ; service 






m ranks, 22nd Jan., 1862, to 7th June, 






1867; Lieutenant, 8th Tune, 1867; 
Captain, 21st March, i8(S8, to 12th 










June, 1874 » Honorary Major, March, 
1874 ; Major, 13th June, 1874, to 19th 










Oct, 1890; . Honorary Lieutenant- 
Colonel, 14th April, i^; Honorary 




1 




t 

1 


Colonel, 1st Nov., 1890. 
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LiBUTP.NANT-COLONBLS COMMANDING AND HONORARY COLONBLS— CiM/MMM^. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointnicnt. 


Date of 
Retirement. 




George Crudcn, V.D., . 


Idh Sept, 1900 


24th Sept, 1904 


Privmte, 29th Oct, 1867; Corporal, Ittfa 
March, 1870; Sergeant, 23rd Jan., 1871; 
Ensign, 17th March, 1871 ; Uentciiaiit, 
1st June, 1873 ; Captain, Dec, 1882; 
Honorary Major, 14th April, 1886; 
Major and Honorary Lientenaat- 
Colonel, 27th Jan., 1894 ; Instructor of 
Musketry, 13th Feb., 1892 ; Honorary 
Colonel, 13th July, 1901. 


Lachlan Mackinnon, V.D., . 


lOth Dec, 1904 


2nd Nov., 1906 


Sub-Lieutenant, 30th July, 1873; LJeutenant, 
July, 1875; Captain, 7th Jane, 1884; 
Honorary Major, i8ih Aug., 1888; 
Major and Honorary Lieutenant-ColoDel 
8th May, 1895 ; Honorary Colonel, 8tb 
Nov., 1905. 


D. B. D. Stewart, V.D., 


19th Nov., 1906 




Lieutenant, i jth Dec, 1884 ; Captain, 23nl 
March, 1892; Honorary Major, pth 
Dec, 1899; Major, 27th Sept, 1905; 
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel, 2&h 
April, 1906 ; awarded Coronation Medd 



MAJORS AND HONORARY LIEUTENANT-COLONELS. 



Name. 



Date of 
Appointment. 



Captain Thomas Innes, 



• • 



2nd July, 1 86 1 



Date of 
RetireflMnt. 



23rd Jan., 1864 



Alexander Pirie Hogarth, . 22nd May, 1865 



Alexander Simpson, 
David Littlejohn, 



May, 1874 

I3ih Feb., 1871 7th July, 1875 
4th Aug., 1875 30ih Sept., 1882 



Hudson Campbell Gordon, V.D., . , 7th Jan., 1884 



John Crombie, V.D., . 15th Nov., 1890 



27th Jan., 1894 



I7lhjan., 189 1 



Captain, Royal Aberdeenshire Highlandeis. 
27th May, 1864; the Lotuhn Gaum 
mentioned that Major Thomas lanes, 
formerly Major in the 1st Aberdeenshire 
Rifle Volunteer Corps, retained in the 
general service on his former commis- 
sion, which is dated 2nd July, 1861. 

Ensisn, Dec, 1859 ; Lieutenant, 3rd Jaly. 
1860; Captain, 24th July, 1864. 

Captain, 21st Jan., i860. 

R.N., 1854-56 (Baltic Medal) ; Private, m 
Aberdeenshire, i860 ; 8th Aberdeen^ire 
Rifle Volunteers — Lieutenant, 25th Nov > 
1862. 1st Aberdeenshire Kifle Volun- 
teers — Rejoined as Private, 1863 ; IJeo- 
tenant, 15th Feb., 1867 ; Captain, 26th 
Feb., 18^9. 

Private, 1st Nov., 1865; Exxsien, 5th June, 
1869; Lieutenant, 17th May, 1870; 
Captain, 7th June, 187 1 ; tlonorary 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 22nd May, 1889. 

City Artillery — 2nd Lieutenant, 23rd Sept, 
1861 ; 1st Lieutenant, 2nd March, 1865: 
Captain, 20th July, 1865, <^<1 traiisferred 
to 1st Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers; 
Captain, 9th Sept, 1874 ; Honorary 
Major, 23rd Sept., 1881 ; Honoruy 
Lieutenant Colonel, 29th Nov., 189a 
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Majors and Honorary Lieutknant-Coix>nels— C<>«//>if/^^. 



Name. 



Richard A. Dyer Connon, V.D., 



Charles Stuart Gordon, V.D., 



John Carmichael Bennett, V.D., 



A. H. L. Mackinnon, . 



Date of 
Appointment. 



7lh Feb., 1891 



lOth Oct., 1900 



7th Jan., 1905 



W. O. Dancan, V.D.|. 2nd Nov., 1906 



• • 



2nd Nov., 1906 



Date of 
Retirement. 



1st May, 1895 



i6th Oct., 1905 



RemarliK. 



Private, Sept., 1867; Corporal, i8th May, 
1869; Ensign, 31st Jan., 1870; Uea- 
tenant, 2nd June, 1871 ; Captain, 26th 
April, 1882 ; Honorary Maior, 14th 
April, 1886 ; Honorar}' Lieutenant- 
Colonel, 7th Feb., 1 89 1. 

2nd Lieutenant, 29th May, 1878 ; Lieutenant 
24th Feb., i8iS6; Captain, 24th Feb., 
1886 ; Honorary Major, 22nd Oct., 
1892; received temporary rank of Major 
in the army whilst serving with the 
regular troops, i6th May, 1900 ; 
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel, 7th Nov., 
1900 ; appointed Brigade -Major, 14th 
Sept., 1906, and seconded whilst holding 
that appointment. 

Lieutenant, 26th July, 1884 ; Captain, 7th 
Feb., 1891 ; Honorary Major, 9th Aug., 
1899 ; Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel, 
1 6th Oct., 1905. 

2nd Lieutenant, May, 1887 ; Lieutenant, 
7th Feb., 1891 ; CapUin, 4th April, 
1896 ; ranked Honorary Lieuteiuuit in 
army in consideration of services in 
South Africa, 1st June, 1901 ; received 
Jubilee Medal, 1897 ; Ilonorary Major, 
27th June, 1903; Honorary Lieutenant- 
Colonel, 4th May, 1907. 

2nd Lieutenant, 7th July, 1894 ; Lieutenant, 
2nd May, 1896 ; Captain, 6th June, 1900. 



CAPTAINS AND HONORARY MAJORS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Arthur Thomson, 


19th Nov., 1859 


Died Jan., 1864 


William Stevenson, 


26th Nov., 1859 


8th Aug., 1870 


Hardy Robinson, 


26th Nov., 1859 


26th April, 1865 


Sir William Forbes, Bart., . 


Jan., i860 


3rd Aug., 1 86 1 


William Esplin, .... 


13th Jan., c86o 


31st March, 1864 


William Keith (Captain Comman- 
dant), 


27th Jan., i860 


April, 1 861 


Robert Abemethy, 


27th Jan., i860 


20th Feb., 1867 


William Paul 


loth Nov., i860 


Feb., 1862 



Remarks. 



I • • • • 



Was Surgeon of first two corps or companies 
in 1859 ; appointed Sui^eon again in 
1864, and continued as such till his death 
in 187 1. 



Lieutenant, May, i860. 
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Caffains and Honorary Majors— C«if/tifii#i^. 



Name. 

[..essel Stephen, . 
Thomas Wilsone, 
Charles Rose, 
Irvine Kempt, 
Richard Latter, . 

James I {ay Chalmers, . 

J. H. Bower. 

J. R. Cornwall, . 

Alexander Henderson Chalmers, 

David Wyllie. 

James Hay Sutter. 
Alexander Skene, . 

Harvey Hall, V.l)., 



Geurjjc 1). Rutherford, 

Alexander C. Pirie. 
R. Whyte Mackay, 
William I^slic, 
Alexander Morrice 
]. \V. Cromhie, 



Date of 

Appointment. 



Date of 
Retirement. 



Reourka. 



. ; April, iS6t 2ist March, 1868 ; Lieatetiant, ayth Jan., i860. 

27th April, 1861 2nd June, 1865 
. ' 4th Jan., 1864 26th Feb., 1869 
. 31st March, 1864 ' 13th April, 1866 
. 31 St March. 1864 7th June, 1871 



Ensign, Feb., i860; Lieutemmt, April, i86t 
Lieutenant. 13th Jan., i86a 



Ensign, 13th Jan., i860; Lientenant, 24th 
July, 1861. 

26lh April, 1865 Died June, 1867 I Transferred from i6th Aberdeenshire Rifle 

Volunteers. 



13th April, 1866 31st Jan., 1870 

« 

20th Feb., 1867 31st Jan., 1870 
. 8ih June, 1867 Died Dec, 1871 
. 31st Jan., 1870 

23rd Feb., 1870 6th March, 1871 



Ensign, Jan., i860 ; Lientenant, 31st March, 

Ensign, July, 1861 ; Laentenant, July, 1862. 

Lieutenant, 

Ensign, 4th Jan., 1864; Lientenant, ist 
March, 1807. 



27th Oct., 1870 2ist May, 1884 Lieutenant, a6th Not., 1859, to June, 1861, 

when retired on going abroad. 

5th Dec.. 1870 ' 7th June, 1884 Private, 30Ch Oct., 1859; Ensign, 20th Feb . 

1867 ; Lieutenant, 21st March, 186S: 
was present at both i860 and 1S81 Re- 
\iews ; and at 1905 Review as a veteraa 



13th Feb, 1871 Dec, 1882 



Knsi{;n 13th March, 1861 ; Lieutenant, t2th 
April, 1866; Honorar}' Major, 1st Jalv, 
1881. 



2%\h April, 1871 I 2nd June, 1887 Ensign, 17th March. 1871 ; promoted direct 

i to Captaincy. 

i8ih Dec, 1871 14th March, 1873' Ensign, 13th Feb., 1867; Lieutenant, 21st 

I Feb., 1869. 

I4ih March, 1873 27ih Tune, 1885 Knsign, 26th April, 1869; Lieutenant, iSth 

Dec, 187 1. 

4t}jy\nij, 1875 26th Nov., 1884 Knsign, 2isi May, 1869; Lieutenant, 6(h 

Feb., 1871. 



nth Oct, 1879 gth May. 1883 Sub- Lieutenant, April, 1875; Lieutenant. 

5th May, ir 
cardineshire. 



5th May, 1875. Now M.P. for Kin- 
shi 



James Clyne, V.D.. 



7ih June, 1884 ; 41 h April, 1896 



A. J. \V. Storie 



7th June, 1884 14th Mav, 1892 



Private and Non-Commissioned Officer from 
1859; 2nd Lieutenant. 12th Jan., 1875: 
Lieutenant, Aug., 1876; Honorar}' Blajor. 
14th April, 1886. 

2nd Lieutenant, 2and March, 1876; Lien- 
tenant, Aug., 1877 ; Honorar}- Mtjor, 
28th Feb., 1891. 
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Captains and (Ionoraky Majors- C^/i/iVf«^^. 



Nam«. 



/hyte, V.D., 



II Mackinnon, 



n Yeats McDonald, \\D., 



Home, jun., 



rV. Shaw, V.D., . 



F. Ruxton, 

mitu . 

Simpson, 
rfacgrady, 
L. Thain, 

opp, . 

Leid Dean, V.D., 

Spencc, 

ikie Hislop, 



rerguson, . 
Ewing, V.D., 

^lync, . 



Date of 
Appointment. 



24th Dec, 1884 



26th Nov., 1884 



25th June, 1884 



29th May, 1886 



17th July, 1886 



Date of 
Retirement. 



loth I>ec., 1887 
15th Nov., 1890 
4th May, 1892 
14th May, 1892 
I7ih Feb., 1894 

27th March, 1895 

8th May, 1895 

2nd May, 1896 

17th June, 1896 



3rd April, 1897 



20th April, 1898 



22nd June, 1898 



19th Nov., 1887 



lothjune, 1896 



26th Feb., 1887 



nth Sept., 1886 



Remarks. 



4th May, 1892 
27th March, 1895 
4th June, 1898 
2nd May, 1896 
23rd Nov., 1 90 1 

23rd Nov., 1 90 1 

29th Nov., 1905 

5th May, 1906 

loth FeK, 1897 



20th April, 1898 



25th Jan., 1902 



20th July, 1898 



Sub- Lieutenant, 5th Jan., 1878 ; Lieutenant, 
1 8th Aug., 1880; Honorary Major, 14th 
Jan., 1893; ^icd 30th March, 1904. 

Sub- Lieutenant, 19th Dec., 1877 ; Lieu- 
tenant, nth October, 1879. 

2nd Lieutenant, March, 1877 ; Lieutenant, 
Aug., 1877 ; Honorary Major, 28th Feb., 
1891. 

Sub- Lieutenant, 5th Jan., 1881 ; Lieutenant, 



Ensign, 13th June, 1866 ; Lieutenant, 13th 
May, 1870; resigned, but re-appointed 
Ensign, 28th April, 187 1 ; Lieutenant, 
28(h April, 1876 ; Honorary Major, 
Aug., 1586. 

Lieutenant, loth June, 1882. 

Lieutenant, Nov., 1882. 

Lieutenant, 9th May, 1885. 

Lieutenant, 27th May, 1885. 

Lieutenant, 30th Dec, 1885 ; Honorary 
Major, 20th July, 1901. 

Lieutenant, 14th April, 1886 ; Honorary 
Major, 17th Aug., 1901. 

2nd Lieutenant, 5th March, 1887; Lieu- 
tenant, 5th Oct., 1889 ; Honorary Major, 
20th July, 1901. 

2nd Lieutenant, 21st July, 1898; Lieu- 
tenant, 7ih Feb., 1891 ; Honorary Major, 
27th June, 1903. 

2nd Lieutenant, 2 1st July, 1888; Lieutenant, 
7th Feb., 1891 ; transferred to 4th 
Cameronians (Scottish Rifles), lOth Feb., 
1897 ; saw service in South Africa, and 
was wounded ; medal and 3 clasps. 

2nd Lieutenant, 3rd April, 1889 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 20ihjune, 1891. 

2nd Lieutenant, 3rd Jan., 189 1 ; Lieutenant, 
5th July, 1893; Honorary Major, 20th 
July, 1901. 

2nd Lieutenant, 23rd Jan., 1892 ; Lieuten- 
ant, 17th Feb, 1894; transferred as 
Lieutenant to 5lh Battalion Royal Welsh 
Regiment (Militia). 20th July, 1898; 
Instructor of Musketry, 27th Jan., 1894, 
to 2nd April, 1898. 
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Captains and Honorary Majors — Contmmed, 



Name. 



Date of 
Appointment. 



Date of 
Retirement* 



Remaribft. 



J. B. Buchanan, 



27th Aug., 1898 ; 17th Jan., 1903 



]. R. F. Elsmie. 



}. F. O. Mackinnon, 



2nd Lieutenant, 31st Oct., 1892; Laeuteaii^l 
8th May, 1^5 ; Honorary Capttk w 
Armv, 7th June, 1901, for senrksii 
South Africa. 



6th June, 1900 20th Feb., 1901 



2nd Lieutenant, 4th Oct., 1893 ; 

4th April, 1895 ; Instructor of Minbb|^ 
2nd April, 1898. 



6th June, 1900 



W. Paterson, V.D., .1 loth Oct., 1900 



22nd Nov., 1902 ' 2nd Lieutenant, 3rd May, 1890; 

14th May, 1892 ; ranked HoBOoqf 
I Lieutenant in Army, 7th June, VSf^ 
for services in South Africa. 



nth April, 1906 



A. B. Whyte, 

J. E. Macqueen, . 

William Mellis, . 



3rd Feb., 1904 



T. L. Adam, 



Thomas Ogilvic, jun., 



R. A. Henderson, 



20(h March, 190 1 
29th Jan., 1902 
6th May, 1903 

I 

6th May, 1903 ! 26th Feb., 1907 
27th Sept., 1905 
29th Nov , 1905 



J. Sellar, 

Duncan Clarke, . 
G. A. Smith, 
Edward W. Walt, 
Robert Scott, 



nth April, 1906 

I 
I 

. I 5th May, 1906 

2nd Nov., 1906 

I 

2nd Nov., 1906 

I 

I 

! 

. ; 26ih Feb., 1907 



2nd Lieutenant, 4th Sept, 1895 ; LkuH— ii ■. 
17th June, 1896; Honorary fiCajor, llfc 
Sept., 1901. 

2nd Lieutenant, nth Dec., 1895; ^^ \ 
tenant, 3rd April, 1897. 

2nd Lieutenant, i^th Jan., 1896; Un- 
tenant, 20th Apnl, 1898. 

2nd Lieutenant, loth March, 1897; Lkl*| 
tenant, 22nd June, 1898. 

2nd Lieutenant, loth Aug., 189S; Ikst 
tenant, ist Aug., 190a 

2nd Lieutenant, 30th Dec, 1899; Ikat 
tenant, nth Aug., 190a 

Private for 3 years; 2nd Lieutenant, 7^ 
Feb., 1900; Lieutenant, iithAng.,i90D; 
Honorary rank of Lieutenant in ksm 
in consideration of services in Soon 
Africa ; absorbed in establishment, I4lib 
March, 1903. 

2nd Lieutenant, i8th April, 1900; Lid* 
tenant, loth Oct., 190a 

2nd Lieutenant, i6th Feb., 1901 ; Lid- 
tenant, 14th Dec, 1 901. 

2nd Lieutenant, 27th April, 1901 : Lid- 
tenant, 7th May, 1902. 

2nd Lieutenant, 22nd May, 1901 ; Lid- 
tenant, 7th May, 1902. 

2nd Lieutenant, 12th March, i908;Ud- 
tenant, 29th March, 1905. 
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Li butkn ants— Cm/mmimC 



Name. 



William Hall, 



Alex. Henderson, . 
W. K. Twecdie, 
Alex. Theodore Brand, 
VV. C. H. Jopp. . 
Daniel Kixter, 
A. J. Rennie, 

James Gibson, 



F. J. E. T. \V. Wilson . 
William S. Guthrie, 
Arthur G. Ligertwootl, . 
Napier M'Leod Wyllie. 
Jas, M*William, 
Donaldson S. Rose, 
C. A. Grant Forbes, 
Frederick Arthur Walt, 
Wm. L. Hogarth, . 
A. Rol)erlson Mackinnon, 
J. Edward Crombie, 
John E. Croml»ie, . 
James Tytler, jun., 
G.J. Riddell, 

E. N. Burton Mackenzie, 
Chardin Clyne, 

F. J. Cochran, 

\V. G. Dixon, 



Date of 
Appointmnit. 



1st Jane, 1873 

1st June, 1873 
13th Jan.. 1875 
5ih May, 1875 

July. "875 
July, 1875 
Aug., 1877 

30th March, 1881 



Date of 






William Stewart Foggo, 



I 

I 5th July, 1882 

5th July, 1882 

i6th April, 1884 

26th July, 1884 

nth Oct.. 1884 

7th March, 1885 

2 1 St March, 1885 

28th March, 1885 

4th July, 1885 

1 8th July, i88s 

l6ihjan., 1886 

26th Dec, 1886 

26th Dec, 1886 

20th June, 1 89 1 

23rd March, 1892 

4th May, 1892 

27th March, 1895 
nth Dec, 1895 



Transferred to 
Engineers, 30th 
May, 1878 

20th May, 1876 

19th Dec, 1877 

30th April, 1884 

20th May, 1876 

1st Feb., 1879 

7ih July, 1880 

24th May, 1884 



28th June, 1882 
28th Feb., 1885 
25th Blarch, 1885 
2ist March, 1885 
22nd Dec, 1888 
15th Feb., 1890 
22nd May, 1886 
25th April, 1888 
13th April. 1889 
25th April, 1891 
i6th Jan., 1886 
6th May, 189 1 
1 8th May, 1889 
26th March, 1887 
5th July, 1893 
nth Dec, 1895 
20th April, 1898 

Sept., 1900 
4th June, 1898 



Enaign, 17th May, 1873. 

Enaign, 2nd June, 187 1. 
Sab-Iieatenant, lath Jan., 1875. 
Sab-Lieatenant, April, 1875. 
Ensign, 7th April, 1874. 
Enaign, 7th April, 1874. 
Sttb-Lientenant, I5tb March, 1871 

2nd Lientenant in Dnmlries Ri 
and transferred to this corps 31 
1881 ; transferred to 1st Roi 
Selkirk, May, 1884. 

2nd Lieatenant, 20th March, 187 



Sub- Lieutenant, 8th Sept., 1880 



2nd Lieutenant, 9th Feb., 1881. 
2nd Lieutenant, 3rd April, 1889. 
2nd Lieutenant, 29th May, 1889. 
2nd Lieutenant, 15th March, i8c 

2nd Lieutenant, 20th Feb., iS 
ferred to C I.V., and scrvec 
Africa. 

2nd Lieutenant, 25th March, ifr 
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Li butbn ants— C<7n/iif fM</. 



Name. 



'Wm. Merrylees, . 
T. R. Mackenzie, . 
.Ji. B. Thomson, 
J, A. Ross, . 

Gorman Leslie, 
C. £. Lippe, . 
Alexander Knox, . 
DftYid Morice Walker, 
6. A. S. Chedbum 

G. S. Macpherson, 
John Brown, jun., 
John A. Huggan, . 
v¥* Kae, 

Alexander Lyon, . 
h. Mackinnon, jun., 
George Finlay Shirras, 
H. G. M. Wilson, 
J. B. Gillies, . 
P. B. S. Simpson,. 



Date of 
Appointment. 



20th April, 1898 
22nd June, 1898 
27th Aug., 1898 
nth Aug., 1900 

nth Aug., 1900 
14th Dec., 1901 
14th Dec., 1901 
29th Jan., 1902 
6th May, 1903 

6th May, 1903 
29th March, 1905 
3rd May, 1905 
27th Sept., 1905 

29th Nov., 1905 
I ith April, 1906 
5th May, 1906 
2nd Nov., 1906 
2nd Nov., 1906 
26th Feb., 1907 



Date of 
Retirement. 



20th March, 1901 
I2th April, 1902 



Remarks. 



9th April, 1904 

l6th April, 1902 
9th April, 1904 
29th March, 1905 
2nd April, 1904 
30th April, 1904 

3rd May, 1905 






)••••• 



2nd Lieutenant, 13th May, 1896. 

2nd Lieutenant, nth May, 1898. 

2nd Lieutenant, 1 8th May, 1898. 

2nd Lieutenant, 20th July, 1898; Instructor 
of Musketry, Hon. Captain, 9th April, 
1894. 

2nd Lieutenant, 19th Oct., 1898. 

2nd Lieutenant, 20th June, 190a 

2nd Lieutenant, i6th Feb., 1901. 

2nd Lieutenant, 23rd Feb., 1901. 

2nd Lieutenant, 31st Jan., 1902 ; Su^r- 
Lieutenant while serving in South Africa, 
26th March, 1902. 

2nd Lieutenant, 31st Jan., 1902. 

2nd Lieutenant, 20th June, 1902. 

2nd Lieutenant, 20th June, 1902. 

2nd Lieutenant, 17th Jan., 1903 ; Instructor 
of Musketry, 7th May, 1904. 

2nd Lieutenant, 17th Jan., 1903. 

2nd Lieutenant, 1st Aug., 1905. 

2nd Lieutenant, 2nd Sept., 1905. 

2nd Lieutenant, 2nd Sept., 1905. 

2nd Lieutenant, 27th Sept., 1905. 

2nd Lieutenant, 14th March, 1906. 



ENSIGNS, SUB-LIEUTENANTS, AND SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Remarks. 


Alexander Francis Blaikie, . 

John Moir Clark, 

Hector Allan, .... 

Robert Catto, 

Wm. Jamieson Routledge, . 


2ist Jan., i860 
27th Jan., i860 
3rd July, i860 
37th April, 1861 
31st Oct, 1862 


13th March, 1861 
June, 1861 
22nd Feb., 1865 
2nd June, 1865 
8th June, 1867 





P2 
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Ensigns, Sub-Lif.utbnants, and Second lAt,}3Tt,HknTs—C0Mimued. 



Name. 



Cluurles F. Rancy, 
George B. Shirras, 
David Smith, 
A. Alexander, 
A. Ogston Milne, 
George Cooper Rodger, 
Frank Jamieson, . 
George S. Duncan Knowles, 
Harry Addington Unwin, 
Wm. Campbell Rettie, 
Stodart J. Mitchell, . 
James Blackhall Keith, 
J. C Willock, . 
R. Skirying, 
John Low Dickie, 
W. Percy Swaby, 
John Cook, jun., . 
A. G. Ross, 

F. R. Martin, 

G. L. Thomson, . 
J. C. Bennett, jun., 
Henry Jackson Butchart, 
James Hall M'Intosh Gordon, 



Date of 
Appotntncnts 



31st March, 1864 
22nd Feb., 1865 
16th Dec, 1865 
13th April, 1866 
8th June, 1867 
23rd March, 1869 
2ist May, 1869 
23rd Feb., 1870 
2ist April, 1870 
6th July, 187 1 
i8th Nov., 187 1 
nth Aug., 1875 
5th De&, 1882 
4th May, 1887 
3rd April, 1889 
1 2th April, 1892 
26th June, 1897 
3rd Aug., 1898 
31st Jan., 1902 
17th June, 1903 
19th Nov., 1906 
24th May, 1907 
24th May, 1907 



Data of 
RetirenMDL 



6th Dec, 1865 
iSth Feb., 1867 
5th June, 1869 
Feb., 1868 
2xst March, 1868 
17th May, 1870 
17th May, 1870 
X7thMarch, 1871 
15th Oct, 1872 
Died, 1871 
June, 1873 
2nd June, 1877 



15th March, 1890 
25th April, 1891 
19th June, 1895 
April, 1900 
June, 1900 
7th May, 1902 
7th June, 1905 



Name. 



Samuel Rawson, . 



W. Norman Leslie, 



ADJUTANTS. 



Date of 
Appointment. 



Date of 
Retirement, etc. 



30th March, i860 1 ith Feb., 1866 



20th May, 1866 20th July, 1867 



Remarks. 



Promoted to rank of Captain, 4tb A] 
i860 ; formerly of 28th Foot, and 
jutant of Aberdeenshire Militia (ret 
1858). 

Late of 53rd and 92nd Regiments of Fo 
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ADjVTAHTS—CofUimied, 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Remarks. 


A. Crane, V.D., 


7th Nov., 1867 


15th De&, 1890 


Ensi^, 62nd Regiment, 6th Jaly, 1855; 
Lieutenant, 2nd Battalion, i6th Regi- 
ment, 7th Sept., 1858 ; exchanged into 
72nd Highlanders, 26th Nov., i860; 
promoted Captain, 9th Nov., 1866 ; re- 
tired, 6th Nov., 1867 ; Hon. Major, 17th 
Sept., 1879. 


Forbes, .... 


15th Dec, 1890 


i6th Dec, 1895 


Captain, Royal Fusiliers. 


Macneal, .... 


i6th Dec., 1895 


17th Dec, 1900 


Captain, Gordon Highlanders. 


I E. Drew, .... 


13th July, 1901 


Interim, March, 
1902 


Interim appointment, ist Leicester Regi- 
ment. 


[. F. Carnegie . 


xst March, 1902 


1st March, 1905 


Captain and Brevet Major, Gordon High- 
landers. 


lay 


1st March, 1905 




Lieutenant, the Gordon Highlanders; 
granted temporary rank of Captain 
while Adjutant ; Captain, 22nd Jan., 
1906. 



MEDICAL OFFICERS. 



Name. 



ledfern, M.D., . 

Carr, M.D., 

Rainy, M.D., . 

1 Keith, M.D., . 

Villiam Eraser Smith, M.D 

Eraser, M.B., CM., V.D., 



Date of 
Appointment. 



ler Dyce Davidson, M.D., 



Blaikie Smith, M.B., V.D., 



Maitland Edmond, M.D., . 



jamsoo, M.B.) . 



5th March, i860 
Sept., i860 
Sept., i860 
27th Aug., 1864 
13th March, 1 87 1 
1st Feb., 1889 



X4th March, 1886 



Lieot-Col., 9ih 
Dec, 1893 



Snr. -Major, 17th 
Sept, 1904 

Snr. •Major, 17th 
Sept, 1904 



Date of 
Retirement. 



Sept., x86o 
i6th June, 1863 

Died, 

Died, Feb., 1871 
June, 1873 
18th March, 1896 



Died 22nd Oct., 
1886 



1st Aug., 1905 



Remarlu. 



Assistant Surgeon, March to Sept., 1 86a 



See " Captains and Honorary Majors.** 

Assistant, from Aug., 1864, to March, 1871. 

Assistant Surgeon, 30th Julv, 1873 { bur- 
geon, I2th Nov., 1864 ; Hon. Surgeon- 
Major, 1st Dec, 1884 ; Major, 1st Feb., 
18^ ; appointed Brinde-Surgeon- Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, nth June, 1892. 

Assistant Surgeon, Feb., 1871 ; Sur.-Lieut., 

; lion. Surgeon- Major, 14th 

April, 1886. 

Surgeon, 7th Oct., 1873; ''on. Surgeon- 
Major, 1 0th Nov., 1888 ; Surgeon- 
Major, 1st Feb., 1889. 

Surgeon-Lieutenant, 13th Aug., 1893; Sur- 
geon-Captain, 281I1 Aug., 1895. 

Transferred from ist Aberdeen»hirc Artillery 
as Surgeon-Lieutenant, 30th Sci)t., 1896 \ 
Surgeon-Captain, 19th May, 1897. 
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Mbdical Officbrs— Cm/MMift/. 



Num. 


Date of 
AppointiiienL 


Dftteof 
Rctireaent. 




John F. Christie, M.E, 
Frederick Keiller Smith, M.6. , . 


Sor.-Cap., 9th 
Sept., 1903 

Sur.-Lient., 18th 
March. 1907. 




Surgeon* Lieutenant, 1 8th Jaly, 190a 



QUARTER-MASTERS. 



NaoM. 



George Cadenhead (Honorary), 
Do. (Acting), 

George Anderson, 

James Johnstone, . 

John Crombie, V.D., . 



Alexander Edinond, 



William Walker, 



David Nelson, 



• • 



Date of 
Appointmeot. 



I2th April, l866\ 
Oct., 1874 ) 

19th July, 1879 

27th May, 1885 

4th Feb., 1891 



24th July, 1895 



5th Feb., 1902 



9th June, 1907 



Date of 
Retirement, etc 



2nd July, 1879 

Died Aug., 1884 
1st Jan., 1890 
6th Jan., 1894 



9th Nov., 1 90 1 



1 8th March, 1907 



Remarks. 



Lieutenant, X9th Nov., 1859. 



2nd Lieutenant, 23rd Sept, x86i ; Ab< 
Artillery Volunteers, 1st Lieoti 
3rd March, 1865 ; Al>erdeen Ar 
Volunteers, Captain, aist July, 
xst Volunteer &Utalion Goidoo 
landers. Captain, loth Sept, 
Major, 15th Nov., 1890; Hoi 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Dec, 189a 

Ensign, 19th Nov., 1859 ; Lieutenant 
Feb., i860, to 27th April, 1861 ; h 
ary Captain, 15th Nov., 1899. 

For record see " Sergeant- Majorsr 
Lieutenant, Feb , 1902 ; Honorary 
tain, 6th Dec , 1902 ; Oct. , 1904, aw 
Meritorious Service Medal. 

For record see ^* Sergeant- Majors" 
awarded Medal for Long Servia 
Good 0)nduct ; Honorary Lieati 
9th June, 1907. 



CHAPLAINS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement 


Remarks. 


Rev. Henry Covran, 6.D., . 
Rev. Tas. Alex. M*Clymont, B.D., 


21st Dec, 1871 
23rd May, 1883 


9th May, 1883 


Hon. Chaplain to 30th June, 1881, 
appointed Acting Chaplain. 

Officiating Chaplain to the Gordon 
landers at the I>ep6t. 



*.= y. _- -_ 

'd ^liT ^ — -- r~ 



i Lav sec ,, 



Bruce. 



im Wa »»T -ir:*:zr -tIm. 



St owe, 

>nd lic'iCT. ?. :■ 

»*art. c.NLC:-rfsr. 



d Nelsi^r.. serrt^. -i-i 



'atersoD.coioiir-s 
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SbKGEANT-MAJORS and SHQEANT-IlimtUCTOKg CmtimmMJ. 



Name. 



George Ogilvie, colonr-sergeant, 



Jas. W. Buick, colour-sergeant, 



DaMof 
Appoii 



17th May, 1903 



1 8th April, 1907 
9th June, 1907 



Date of 



Seimnt, ist Goidon Higfalaiiders ; Cokwr- 
Sergeant, 3rd Gordoo HigfalaDden; 
Chitral Medal, Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal, Distinguished CondatX 
MedaL 

Cokmr-Sergeant, Scots Guards ; semd is 
South Africa from beginning of war; 
invalided home, Dec, 1901 ; Sootb 
African Medal (Queen's), 4 clasps. 




Memorial tu those Members of llie Servke Companies who belongeJ to the 
isl V.B. GorJon Highlanders. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Gordon Volunteer Service Companies. 

The sneer of the military critic at the volunteers had hitherto been that they were 
merely fireside soldiers. They were first-rate at a sham fight or a review, but, in real 
warfare, where would they be in comparison with the trained soldier? The volunteer 
had not really had the opportunity that he rose to meet : there had been no attack 
upon his home, and he existed for home defence ; but although that was admittedly 
his special province, circumstances might arise, even without an invasion of our 
shores, in which the advantage of having an army of citizens specially trained for 
home defence, in addition to the regular army and militia, would become apparent 
to all. That the opportunity had not already come was fortunate for Britain, and 
might conceivably be to some extent in consequence of the existence of the volunteer, 
but that was surely a reason for honouring rather than for condemning him. 

But the call to arms did come at last, and the volunteer was not found 
wanting. No one who can recollect the dark days of December, 1899 — when the 
disaster of Stormberg was followed immediately by another disaster at the Modder 
River, where the Highland Brigade was severely cut up; and again, two days 
afterwards, by the repulse at Colenso, when a brigade was driven back and the 
guns had to be abandoned — can ever forget the feeling of gloom that seemed 
to settle over the country. It looked as though South Africa was to be the 
grave of Britain's reputation as well as of her generals. It was apparent 
that someone had blundered; but this was not the time to wring one's hands, 
or to waste time in speculating where the fault lay. What was wanted in 
South Africa was action, and more men to fill up the terrible gaps in the ranks. But 
Britain's army was already fully occupied, and the question arose. Where were the 
men to come from? This was the volunteers' opportunity, and the readiness, and 
even eagerness, with which it was grasped, sent a thrill of hope and pride throughout 
the land. There was not the faintest hesitation on the part of the volunteers; in 
every part of Britain, the supply was in excess of the demand. Before any 
official intimation was made t^ the Government, the Lord Mayor of London offered 
to raise, at the expense of the City, a corps of 1000 men, and £25,000 was immediately 
voted for this purpose, and within four days private subscriptions had swelled this 
sum to £75,000. This was in addition to the Lord Mayor's war fund, which at the 
time amounted to £448,000. It was not from Britain alone that offers of aid came. 
The Greater Britain beyond the seas — the colonies -rallied round the mother 
country in her hour of trial in a way that was beyond all praise, and must have 
been as gall and wormwood to her fmemies : Canada, India, Australia, New Zealand, 
the South African colonies, and others — all tendered their offers of men and money, 
and one of the most gratifying features of the situation wan the intense eagerness 
of the African native tribes to fight the common enemy. It was with the greatest 
difficulty that they were restrained from jaining the British arms. 
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On 20th December, 1899, the War Office issued the following order: — 

Yeomanry. 

1. Her Majesty's Government have decided to raise, for service in South Aftia, i 
mounted infantry force, to be named the Imperial Yeomanry. 

2. The force will be recruited from the yeomanry, but volunteers and civilians who 
may possess the requisite qualification will be specially enrolled in the yeomamy for 
this purpose. 

3. The force will be organised in companies of 1 15 rank and file. 

Volunteers. 

Her Majesty's Government have decided to accept offers of service in South Afria 
from the volunteers. A carefully-selected company of no rank and file, officered by one 
captain and three subalterns, will be raised (one for each British line battalion serving in, or 
about to proceed to, South Africa) from the volunteer battalions of the territorial reg;inienL 
These volunteer companies will, as a general rule, take the place in the line battalion of its 
company serving as mounted infantry. The volunteer battalions from which a company is 
accepted will form and maintain a waiting company in reserve at home. The selecdooof 
men from the volunteer battalions for service with the line battalion in the field will devohe 
on the commanding officers of volunteer battalions. The terms of enlistment for officers and 
men will be for one year, or for not less than the period of the war. Full instructions, for the 
information of all concerned, will be issued with the least possible delay through the geooil 
officers commanding districts. 

On the following day, Field-Marshal Lord Wolseley wrote to the Lord Mayor 
as follows: — 

My Dear Lord Mayor, 

It gives Lord Landsdowne and myself great satisfaction to learn that the City of 
London, which is always ready to take the lead in patriotic movements, proposes, on your 
initiative, to equip and send out a large contingent of metropolitan volunteer troops to South 
Africa. This practical proof of a desire to assist the military authorities in the present strug^ 
will not only furnish the General Officer Commanding in South Africa with a valuable addition 
to the forces under his command, but will give to our citizen soldiers the opportunity of 
serving their Queen alongside the regular forces of the army and the troops from our colonies. 
It cannot, therefore, fail to be of great and lasting benefit to the volunteer forces of this 
country. The City of London has constantly associated itself with national defences, and 
your action, my Ix)rd Mayor, cannot be better described than by saying that it is worthy of 
the traditions of the high office which you occupy. I propose that the title of the corps 
should be the City of London Imperial Volunteers, and I hope that this will commend itself 
to you. 

I have, etc., 

WOLSELEY, Field-Marshal. 
T>ec. 20, 1899. 

The technical difficulty of employing volunteers beyond our shores was soofl 
overcome by enlistment in the manner specified in the above order; the preliminary 
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arrangements for the men's training were quickly completed, and the men hard at 
work. Individuals and corporations vied with each other in doing honour to the 
volunteers. The City of London conferred the freedom of the city upon each 
volunteer, and his lordship's banquet to the City Imperial Volunteers was followed 
by similar entertainments to other volunteers offering to serve, all over the country. 
Employers of labour arranged to keep the situations of the volunteers open; life 
assurance companies made important concessions on the terms of life policies 
to policy-holders who had volunteered ; and arrangements were made for " those left 
behind" with an enthusiasm and generosity that showed the temper of the nation. 
As corps after corps left their respective districts and depdts en route for the front, 
they were accompanied by thousands of spectators, and scenes were witnessed such 
as, fortunately, seldom occur in this ''nation of shopkeepers." In the course of a 
discussion in Parliament whether the terms of volunteer enlistment were suitable or 
over-stringent, a return was issued in September, 1905, of the numbers of volunteers 
who volunteered for South Africa, and of those who actually served, and from this 
return there is here given 

SCOTLAND'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE WAR. 



ARTILLERY VOLUNTEERS. 



Cotps. 

1st Aberdeenshire R.G.A. 

1st Argyll and Bate • . 

1st Ayrshire and Gallo%vay 

1st Berwick-on-Tweed 

The Highland . 

1st Lanarkshire . 

1st Renfrew and Dumljanuo 



ENGIN EERS— VOLU NTEERS. 

1st Aberdeenshire R.E. .. 
1st Lanarkshire 

LINE REGIMENTS. 

The Queen's Rifle Volunteer Brigade 
4th V.B. Royal Soots 
5th do. 



6th 


do. 


7th 


do. 


Sth 


do. 


9th 


do. 



Two Volunteer Battalions, Royal Scots Fusiliers 

1st V.B. K.O. Scottish Borderers 

2iid da 

3rd da 

GaUoway R.V.C 

1st Lanarkshire R.V. 

2nd V.a Scottidi Rifles 

3rd Lanarkdme R.V. 

4th V.a Sooctidi Rifles 



Strength, 


Volunteered, 


Total who 


Nor, 1899. 


S. Africa. 


wenL 


821 


13 


"3 


839 


211 


8 


831 


600 


28 


148 


37 


5 


766 


500 


28 


1007 


1007 


62 


476 


72 


3 


TEERS. 
571 


200 


62 


820 


400 


99 


TS. 
1909 


425 


336 


574 


120 


64 


712 


585 


282 


743 


200 


35 


398 


97 


42 


540 


41 


41 


58s 


19 


19 


1417 


360 


162 


859 


300 


"03 


564 


144 


79 


691 


150 


90 


787 


143 


102 


1392 


102 


102 


824 


500 


144 


113" 


450 


98 


548 


100 


70 
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Line Rioimbnts— CMtemi^ 






Coqw. 


ScrMgth, 
Nov., 1I99. 


VdoBlMrad, 
S.AInca. 


Total who 


Six Volanteer Battalions, Black Watch 


• 4754 


... 1589 ... 


484 


1st V.B. Highland Light Infiuitry . 




823 


203 


102 


2nd do. 




909 


159 


138 


3rd do. 




789 


61 


61 


9th LAnarkshire R.V. 




444 


140 


107 


8th V.B. Highland Light In&ntry . 




1164 


340 


141 


1st V.B. Seaforth Highlanders . 




871 


• • • ^»™» » • • 


117 


1st Sutherland R.V 




977 


84 ... 


82 


3rd V.B. Seaforth Highlanders 




988 


... 383 ... 


196 


1st V.B. Gordon Highlanders . 




809 


129 


129 


2nd do. ... 




487 


• t • ^^» %• • 


*7 


4tb da 




719 


182 


68 


5th do. 




730 


• • • "^"^ • • « 


86 


6th do. ... 




579 


■ • • ^^^ • • » 


86 


1st V.B. Queen*s Own Cameron Highlanders . 


978 


168 


168 


Seven Vol. Batts., Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 5533 


1278 


57* 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL 


CORPS (VOLS.). 




Aberdeen District 


128 


... J •• . 


3 


Edinburgh District 


98 


... 9^ ." 


34 


Glasgow District .... 


k • 


ao6 


49 


49 



This return is not by any means complete. For example, the men who enlisted 
from the 3rd Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders are omitted, and, in the case of 
many others, no record was kept of those who had come forward and were not 
accepted. 

Need it be said that the volunteers of the Gordon territory were not behind their 

neighbours? On 19th December, a notice was issued calling on volunteers over 

20 years of age who were willing to serve in South Africa or at home stations 

to send in their names to the orderly rooms, and in a few days the formal intimation 

of the conditions was issued by the War Office. The following is the text of the 

special Army Order: — 

Conditions of Service. 

1. A carefully-selected company of 116 all ranks may be raised for each line battalion 
serving in, or about to proceed to, South Africa from the affiliated volunteer battalions. This 
company will be attached for service to the line battalion in South Africa, and placed under 
the commanding officer of that battalion. 

2. An equal number of waiting companies may be maintained at home. 

3. The 5th (Irish) Volunteer Battalion, Liverpool Regiment, will furnish the company for 
the Royal Irish Regiment, and the i6th Middlesex (London Irish) for the Royal Irish Rifles. 

4. The strength of each company will be one captain, two subalterns, one sei]geant- 
instructor to act as pay-sergeant, four sergeants, two buglers, five corporals, ninety-nioe 
privates, two stretcher-bearers — 116. 

5. The selection of officers and the composition of each company will be controlled 
by the officer commanding the regimental district in which it is raised. 
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In the case of biie tiatt^Hnwc hamiig sevenl vohmteer afljliarrd bsUtalioaSy companies wiD 
be formed from about an eqoal nrnnhrr of men from each battalion as the officer commanding 
the regimental distiict maj decide. 

No voltmteer battalioo will be aDoved to contribme less than one complete section. 

6. The foDoving will be the qualifications for serrice: — 

(a) E^ery vohmteer most enfist far one jear or for the war. In the erent of the 
war being oter in less tiian one jcar he will hame the option of being discharged 
at once or of ooopieting ins one yearns serrice. 

{b) He most be not less tiian twenty nor more than tfatrtj-fire years of age. 

(c) He most be a firA-dass shot onder vofamteer niles^ 

(d) He most hawe been letmn e d as eflkicK dnring 1898 and 1899. 

(/) He most be of good cknacter. 

(/) He most be np to the physical standard of an inCurtiy recruit as hid down in 
the Recruiting Rqguhlinm far die armj. No rdajcation of standard will be 



(;) He most be ■wfiraDy fit fisr 
(k) Picfcici i c e siioidd be gitcn to mmuantd men, or widowers without children. 
Manied men siioidd be accepted onlj in the event of an inwiffwinit nmnber of 
or widowcss widiost children irofamteenng. 



7. When a to hiKeei mwimiwliiii^ ofioer has lecd te d apphcation from not less than a 
section of nifamteen^ he w31 so iafarai the ofikcr c o mman ding the leginiental depdt to which 
his battalion is tHHiaifd, who w31 tbea^UtbefMie to farm a part of the serrice company, have 
them medically mfpcctcd, and* if fit far service, attested. 

8. Afterattfflatinn, they wrfl join the itegiaMrifjl dep6t ontil reqmred for emhartafion. In 



the event of there not being saficient faamcfc aooommodation afailable they may be billeted. 

9. Vohmteen accepicd far the waidng conpaines wiD be attested and passed to icsciie 
at once far the nneipired portioBof their ei i gigifm<nr, or ontil required for permanerrt serrice. 
Durii^ the time dKy aie in the fcaerte diey wHL ttcmt pay, and they will be liable to carry 
out the training laid down in the Reserve Forces Act, 1882. 

ro. Gcnecal iiKktii mwimiwliiit v31 anan^e km all rdtuObtas to receive, after enfist- 
roent, 21s modi iu s Utliu n in flMHhctfy, iochHhng range piactioe, ^ is possible prior to 
embarkation. 

Everf ofioer and man AHHt be ckuhed and eqnqiped 



exactly as those of the icpiar faattMkio which they are to join, except that the numerals 00 the 
shoulder coids wi8 be a» laid down in the vohnteer regobtions. For these purposes a special 
capitation €i jQ^ wfl be pminj to the corps for each rohmteer. 

12. Each iMihtrei wM wtea9t,kom the date of enlistniefit, pay and allowances of his 
rank as a regnlar mdmuj midkr, n^6om, mA dothipg. Should a married man be accepted, 
his fiunily wiD be cnlided to jtfwar tMtf^mmfj^ 

15. On owp i rti if his fifmd ^ i^awjt^ he wiU uxxiift a gratnity of ^5 in addition to 
any gotnitj gpviea lo the tPMfis M Ibr m4 <4 tAie 

If durh y wyd in caHMjittaM; ^ wt^m4i^^ i 
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while on service^ he will be entitled to pension in accordance with the royal warrant for 
pay, etc., of the regular army. 

14. On the departure of a company from the United Kingdom, the officers and 
volunteers composing it will be considered supernumerary to their corps. 

15. Service in one of these companies will entitle an officer of volunteers to be con- 
sidered efficient for the year, and the corps will receive capitation grant accordingly for 
each volunteer actually enlisted. 

WOLSELEY, F.-M., Commander-in-Chief. 

The 1st Service Company consisted of men from the Ist, 2nd, and 4th Volunteer 
Battalions Gordon Highlanders, and the 2nd of members of the 5th and 6th 
Volunteer Battalions Gordon Highlanders and the London Scottish. 

The numbers required virere rapidly selected from those who volunteered from the 
different battalions, medically examined, passed, formally sworn in as " soldiers of the 
Queen/* and immediately put into training, being billeted on War Office terms 
throughout the city, while the London Scottish, who formed part of the 2nd Service 
Company, and who came to Aberdeen, were accommodated in the Artillery Drill Hall. 

Prior to their departure, a solemn service, specially for the members of the 
Service Companies, was held by the Rev. Dr. M*Clymont, chaplain to the forces, in 
the West Parish Church, and was attended by the Lord Provost* Magistrates, and 
Council, and by the representatives of other public bodies. The first two companies 
were posted to leave Aberdeen on 16th February, 1900, and during the last two weeks 
they were liberally entertained by various bodies in the city and county. The 
Corporation of Aberdeen entertained the two companies, together with a large 
number of guests specially invited to do them honour, in the Mitchell Hall, 
University Buildings, on 9th February. There was a notable and enthusiastic 
assembly of the elite of both town and county, under the chairmanship of Lord 
Provost Fleming. Lord Aberdeen, as Lord Lieutenant of the county, came specially 
from London to do honour to the volunteers, and presented each of them with 
a valuable and useful knife, and Mr. Forbes-Leith of Fyvie — now Lord Leith of 
Fyvie — also presented each Aberdeenshire man with a policy of life assurance for £100. 

On the appointed day the first company, and one week afterwards the second 
company, left Aberdeen amid scenes of indescribable enthusiasm ; one body of each 
company, called No. 1 and No. 2 Service Sections or relief drafts, remaining behind 
for further training. The relief draft of the 1st Service Company was composed of 
men drawn from the different battalions as follows: — 1st, 15; 2nd, 1; 3rd, 1; 4th, 2; 
6th, 4 = 23 ; while the relief draft for the 2nd Company — 20 in number — ^was drawn 
entirely from the 3rd V.B.G.H. Both sections left Aberdeen on 18th May, 1900, under 
the command of Lieutenant (now Major and Hon. Lieutenant-Colonel) W. O. Duncan, 
of the 1st V.B.G.H. The two sections parted company at Cape Town, where 
the 1st disembarked, and ultimately joined their comrades at Krugersdorp on 30th 
July; while the 2nd Service Section continued the sea trip to Natal, where they 
(under the command of Lieutenant A. W. Robertson) joined the 2nd Company at 
Fort Macready, Natal, on 17th July. 




Capt- J. B. Buchanan, 

Wounded >1 Doornliap. 





Lieut. F. J. O. Mackinnon, 



Officers of ist Volunteer Service Company, Gordon Highlanders. 
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i'he following are lists of the members of the 1st and 2nd Service Companies 
relative relief drafts, compiled from official sources: — 

1st service company. 

1st V.B.G.H. 



r. 


Rank. 


Name. 

! 


Number. 


Rank. 


Name. 




Captain 


1 
Buchanan, J. B. < 


8036 


Private 


Law, A. N. 




Lieutenant 


Mackinnon, F. J. O. ' 


8029 


Do. 


Lawson, G. O. 




Sergeant 


Grant, W. S 


81II 


Do. 


Matthews, G. 




Do. 


Porter, A. 


8046 


Do. 


MacPherson, G. S. 




Do. 


Martin, F. R. 


8018 


Do. 


M'Pherson, J. 




Corporal 


Walker, W. J. 


8022 


Do. 


Michie, H. 




Do. 


Simpson, W. 


8044 


Do. 


Middleton, D. 




Do. 


Edwards, A. 


8037 


Do. 


Middleton, G. W. 




Lance-Corporal 


Simmonds, £. L. 


8014 


Do. 


Mowatt, W. 




Do. 


Ingram, W. 


8032 


Do. 


Nicoll, R. 




Bugler 


Charles, G. H. 


8012 


Do. 


Palmer, R. P. 




Private 


Angus, J. 


8096 


Do. 


Pennie, W. 




Do. 


Barron, W. 


8033 


Do. 


Pirie, A. S. 




Do. 


Brown, W. D. 


8015 


Do. 


Pirie, J. 




Do. 


Carnie, J. C. 


8025 


Do. 


Reid, J. 




Do. 


Chalmers, W. 


8005 


Do. 


Reid. T. G. 
Ross, W. 




Do. 


Charnley, E. C. 
Clark, W. J. 


8007 


Do. 


1 


Do. 


8038 


Do. 


Ross, W. 




Do. 


Crocker, S. 


8030 


Do. 


Smith, J. H. I. 
Smith, R. 




Do. 


Cmickshanks, D. 


8028 


Do. 




Do. 


Davidson, R. H. 


8045 


Do. 


Stewart, £. 




Do. 


Doig. W. 


8026 


Do. 


Still, J. A. 
Tait, J. W. 




Do. 


Duncan, W. 


8105 


Do. 




Do. 


Finnie, T. 


8040 


Do. 


Watson, T. 




Do. 


Gibb. R. 


8019 


Do. 


Whyte, W. 
Will, J. 




Do. 


Grant, L. 


8100 


Do. 




Do. 


Hepburn, W. 
Jack, A. F. R. 


8031 


Do. 


Wilson. A. 


► 


Do. 


8016 


Do. 


Wilson, D. F. M. 




Do. 


Laing, C. A. 


8097 


Do. 


Wright, A. 


1 


Do. 


Laing, D. . 









2nd V.B.G.H. 



sr. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Number. 


1 
Rank. 


Name. 


r 


Sergeant 


Hay, J. R., Tarves 


8078 


Private 


M*Callum, J., Oldmeldrum. 


; 


Do. 


Argo, J., Tarves. 


8079 


Do. 


Milne, C. N. G., Ellon. 


) 


Lance-Corporal 


Brebner, W. S., Tarves. 


8080 


Do. 


Milne, J., Turriff. 




Do. 


Thomson, John, Ellon. 


8081 


Do. 


Murchie, J., Oldmeldrum. 


) 


Private 


Chalmers, W., Ellon. 


8082 


Do. 


Nicol, Alex., Oldmeldrum. 


I 


Do. 


Erskine, W., Oldmeldnim. 


8083 


Do. 


Riddoch, J., Turriff. 


* 

m 


Do. 


Eraser, G., Ellon. 


8084 


Do. 


Thomson, A., Ellon. 


\ 


Do. 


Gordon, J. A., Oldmeldnim. 


8086 


Do. 


Webster, T., Oldmeldrum. 


\ 


Do. 


Halliday, A., Oldmeldrum. 


8087 


Do. 


Young, J., Turriff. 


) 


Do. 


Ingram, R., Oldmeldrum. 


8106 


Do. 


Gordon, A., Ellon. 


r 


Do. 


Mair, T., Ellon. 


8108 


Do. 


Geddes, W., Auchterless. 
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Rank. 


4th V.B.G.H. 






Nnmber. 


Name. 


1 

; Number. 


Raak. 


N-^ 


• • ■ 


Lieutenant 


Forbei, Harry, D.S.O., 


8056 


Private 


' M'Kay.W. C. Alford 






Alford. 


8057 


Da 


Meldnmi, J., Alford. 


4010 


Coloar-Serf^eant 


1 Campbell, J. R-, D.C.M., 


8058 


Do. 


1 Park» A. S., Bocksbar 






Kemnay. 


8000 


Do. 


Rennie, A., Kemnaj. 


8054 


Sergeant 


Grant, T.. Rhynie. 


Da 


Scott, R., KUdmmmy. 


8050 


Corporal 


! Cook J. M, Alford. 


8061 


i Da 


, Sbearer, D., Alford. 


8099 


Do. 


Summers, J. B., Iluntly. 


8062 


; Da 


Smart, T., Huntly. 
Smith,). E.. Bocksbai 


«055 


Lance-Corporal 


Littlejohn, G. G., Alford. 


8063 


' Do. 


8104 


Do. 


Lawson, A., Alford. 


8064 


, Da 


Watt, J., Kildrammy. 


8047 


Private 


Bennet. W , Kildrummy. 


8065 


1 I>o^ 


Giels, G., Inverurie. 


8048 


Do. 


Benzie, A. S., Inverurie. 


8066 


Da 


Singer, J., Invemiie. 


8049 


Do. 


Brown, G. , Bucksbum. 


8088 


Da 


Chalmers W. &, Hnr 


8051 


Do. 


Dean, J., Alford. 


8089 


Da 


Duncan, Wm., Honth 


8052 


Do. 


Davidson, W. C., Kil- 


8091 


Do. 


M'PhenoD, J., Honth 






drummy. 


8103 


Da 


MK>>nnachie, J., Hmi 


8053 


Do. 


Farquhanon, W., Kil- 
drummy. 


8090 


Da 


M'Lean, Wm., Hnntl 






5th V. 


EG.H. 






Number. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Number. 


Rank. 


Nane. 


8092 


Private 


Dey, II,Culter. 


8095 


Private 


Reid, M , Colter. 


8093 


Do. 


IJttlejohn, G., Culter. 


8112 


Do. 


Johnstone, J., Marycu! 


8094 


Do. 


Mann, A., Culter. 


4029 


Do. 


Abemethy, J., Lauren 






. 






kirk. 



ORAFr TO REPLACE CASUALTIES IN 1st SERVICE COMPANY. 

1st V.B.G.H. 



Number. 



8075 



Number. 


Rank. 


• • • 


Lieut. (Captain) 


8268 


Colour-Sergeant 


8238 


Bugler 


8232 


Private 


8259 


Do. 


8260 


Do. 


8226 


Do. 


8227 


Do. 



Name. 



Duncan, W. (). 
Jack. A. S. 
Farquhar, R. 
Forbes, \V. 
Greig, K. 
Innes, A. 
Leslie, A. 
M'Intosb, W. 



2nd V.B.G.IC. 



Rank. 



Private 



Name. 



Ilalliday, F. 



Number. 



I.. 



Number. 


Rank. 


Name. 




8261 


Private 


Mitchell, G. F. 




8230 


Do. 


Pickard, G. R. 




8264 


Do. 


Robertson, E. A. 




8262 


Do. 


Shand,J. 




8228 


Do. 


Smart, A. M. 




8263 


Do. 


Smith, J. 




8229 


Do. 


Watt, G. A. 





3rd V.B.G.H. 



Rank. 



Private 



Name. 



Davidson, W. 




Lieut. (Vol- Capl.) W. O. Duncan, 



Lieut- Robertson (Peterhead), 



Officers of the Service Sections, Gordon Highlanders. 



I i 

i! 

r 
\ 
I 






' li ' •* 
I' 't 



••. 



•' i; 



> I 
- » 

V 



.» 
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4th V.B.G.H. 




6th V.B.G.H. 


«r. 


Rank. 


N-e. 


Nomber. 


Rank. 


Name. 


s 

5 
7 
5 


Private 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Howes, S. 
Littlejohn, Jas. 
Robertson, Jas. 
MacKenzie, AL L. 


• • • 

• • ■ 

• • • 


Corporal 
Private 
Do. 


Robb,J. 
Proctor, J. 
Robertson, T. 



2nd service company. 



6th V.B.G.H. 



7 
? 

5 
S 

S 



I 

2 

3 
4 



Rank. 



Name. 



Lieutenant 
Sergeant 

Do. 
Corporal 
Lance-Corporal 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Private 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



Duguid, W. A., Ballater. 
Ross, J. M., Banchory. 
Scott, G., Glenmoick. 
Merson, J. S., Banchory. 
Blacklaws, El, St. Cyrus. 
Shaw, G., Banchory. 
Hay, J., Tarland. 
Adams, A. P., Stonehaven. 
L^gatt, J , Banchory. 
M*Gillivray, P., Banchory. 
Lindsay, A., Laurencekirk. 
Morrison, J., Porllethen 
Cowie, G. A., Portlethen. 
Silver, J., Skene. 
Ogg, W., Skene. 
Jamieson, J., Skene. 



Number. 



8125 
8126 
8127 
8128 
8129 
8130 
813I 
8132 

8133 

8134 

813s 
8136 

8137 
8138 

8166 

8167 



Rank. 



Private 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



Name. 



Illingworth, J., Tarland. 
Fyfe, G., Tarland. 
M'Hardy, G., Ballater. 
Duguid, F., Ballater. 
Milne, R., Ballater. 
Kilgour, J-, Ballater. 
Stewart, A., Ballater. 
Mercer, W., Ballater. 
Allan, W , Stonehaven. 
Ainslie, I., Stonehaven. 
Gibb, W., Stonehaven. 
M'Gregor, J., Stonehaven. 
Stuart, P., Stonehaven. 
Smith, J. , Stonehaven. 
Coutts, G. , Crathes. 
Thomson, A. C, Nigg. 



6th V.B.G.H. 



>cr. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Number. 


Rank. 


Name. 




Lieutenant 


Robertson, A. M., Aber- 


8152 


Private 


M'Kay, G., Aberlour. 






chirder. 


8153 


Do. 


Stuart, D. B., Dufftown. 


> 


Col.-Sergt-Inst. 


Reynolds, Dafftown. 


8154 


Do. 


Cowie, W., Duflftown. 




Lance-Sergeant 


Margach, J., Dnflftown. 


8155 


Do. 


M*Kenzie, J. A., Dufftown. 




Corporal 


Cumming, H., Aberlour. 
M'Rae,J.F., Abcrlour. 


8156 


Do. 


Taylor, John, Buckie. 


1 


Lance-Corporal 


8157 


Do. 


Bowie, John, Buckie. 




Private 


Thomson, T., Keith. 
Rhind, J., Keith. 
Stott, G., Banff. 


8158 


Do. 


Grant, R., Aberlour. 




Do. 


8159 


Do. 


Campbell, John, Buckie. 




Do. 


8160 


Do. 


Brown, Wm., Aberlour. 




Do. 


Geddes, A., Banff. 


8161 


Do. 


Smith, A., Aberchirder. 


1 


Do. 


Trail, J., Banff. 


8162 


Do. 


Neish, R., Aberlour. 


» 


Da 


Urquhart, P., Aberlour. 


8163 


Da 


Peddcr, C, Comhill. 


* 


Do. 


Macdonald, A., Aberlour. 


8164 


Do. 


Wilson. W., Banff. 




Do. 


Tough, G., Glenrinnes. 
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LONDON SCOTTISH. 



Nambcr. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Number. 


1 

Kmdk. 


Nm.. 


• • • 


Captain 


Buckingham, A. W. 
Gavin, E. 


8186 


Printe 


Hopph^, D. MK. 


8182 


Scrj^nt 


8187 


Do. 1 


Hoy, L. C. 


8172 


Do. 


Budgett, W. F. 


8188 


Da 


Ilonter* H. 


8166 


Do. 


Aiichison, J. G. 


8189 


Da 


Keith, A. R. 


8204 


Do. 


Routledge, F. J. 


8190 


Da 


Kerr. G. F. 


S169 


Lance- Sergeant 


Anderson, F. B, 


8192 


Da 


Langfaorne, W. A 


8220 


Corporal 


Turner, J. S. 


8193 


Da 


M'Bean, D. R. 


8206 


Da 


Saunders, E. S. 


1:^ 


Da 


Maxwell, A. P. 


8174 : 


Lance-Corporal 


Carter, W. L. 


Do. 


Menzies, T. A. 


8191 


Do. 


Kidd, W. H. 


8197 


Da 


Menzies, T. P. 


8170 


Do. 


Bailey, H. G. C. 


. *W , 


Da 


Murray, REM. 
Rait.W. 


8180 


Do. 


Fleming, E. G. 
Hoey, H. G. 


' 8aoo 


Da 


8185 
8198 


Da 


i 8201 


Da 


Reid,G. A. 


Do. 


Mitchell, J. D. A. 


' 8202 


Da 


Redding, J. H. 
RichardboQ, A. F. 


821 1 


Da 


Snieaton, T. A. 


; 8203 


Do 


8218 


Do. 


Thorn, F C. 


8205 


Da 


Russell, R 


8222 


Do. 


\Vhyte, R. 


; 8207 


Da 


Scott, A. T. 


8194 ' 


Bugler 


MNab, R. C. 


820S 


Da 


Sharp, E.F. 


8212 


Da 


Smith, F. M. 


i 8209 


Da 


Showier, G. W. N. 


8171 


Private 


Buchanan, H. 


8210 


Da 


Smeall, J. T. 
, Smith, W. S. C 


8173 


Do. 


Brown, S. W. 


• 8213 


Da 


8175 


Do. 


1 Colquhoun, P. 


8214 


Da 


Soothgate, G. M. 


8176 


Da 


Cooper, A. J. 


r 8215 


Da 


Stewart, J. 


8177 


Do. 


Cunningham, T. C 


8216 


Da 


Seyer, H. L. 


8178 


Do. 


Ferguson, A. G. 


8217 


Da 


ThooMon, D. E. 


8179 


Do. 


Fiddes, W. C 


8219 


Da 


Tucker, W J. 


8181 


Do. 


Fraser, C F. 


8221 


Da 


Way, H. 


8183 


Do. 


Geggie, F. J. 


, 8223 


Da 


Wilson, G. R. 


8184 


Do. 


Greenfield, A. J. 









DRAFI^ TO REPLACE CASUALTIES IN 2nd SERVICE COMPANY. 

3Rn V.RG.IL 



Number. 


Rank. 


■ • • 


Lieutenant 

1 
1 


8239 


1 
Sergeant \ 


8244 


Private 


8252 


Do. 


8253 


Do. 


8240 


Do. 


8241 


Do. 


8242 


Do. 


8243 


Do. 


8245 


Do. 



Name. 



Robertson, A. W., Peter- 
head. 
Noble, A., Fraserburgh. 
Noble, J., Fraserburgh. 
Burr, A., Fraserburgh. 
Burr, C, Strichen. 
Bimie, G., Fraserburgh. 
Milne, J.. Fraserburgh. 
Walker, J., Fraserburgh. 
Burns, A., Fraserburgh. 
Waterson, R., Fraserburgh. 



Number, i 



Rank. 



8246 

8247 
8248 

8251 

8254 
8256 
8257 
8258 

8237 
8269 



Name. 



Private 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 



Morrison, T. R., 1 

bargh. 
Burnett, A., Frase 
Macintosh,}., Fnu 
Shand, A., Strich* 
Gauld, P., Peterh< 
Mitchell, J. G., L. 
Wilson, A., Peterl 
M*Michael, W., P 
Mitchell, G. H., I 
Purdie, A., Frasei 



An interesting itinerary of both companies, compiled by two of the offi< 
Captain Harry Forbes, D.S.O., and Lieutenant W. O. Duncan, is, along with a 
of the 1st Service Companies, kept by the same two officers, reproduced her€ 
their kind permission. The cross placed opposite the names of certain | 




Captain A. Buckingham. 




Lieut. W. A. Duguid. Lieut. Robertson, 

Aberckirder. 

Officers of 2nd Volunteer Service Company, Gordon Highlanders. 






I*' 






< 
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indicates where the companies were under fire; the 1st Service Company was under 
Hre eighteen times, and the 2nd twenty times. 



ITINERARY OF THE 1st SERVICE COMPANY. 



1900. 


Route. 


1900. 


**cb. 16 — Aberdeen. 


Rail. 


May 


„ 17 — Southampton. 


608 miles. 


ti 


Cape Colony. 




June 


/^,Af.S. ''Guelph*'- 


-5980 miles. 


t» 


Mar. 15-ia— Cape Town. 


Rail. 


»» 


„ 18 — ^Worcester. 




iy 


„ 19— Victoria Road. 




»i 


„ 20 — Naauwpoort 




»♦ 


„ 23-29— Norval's Pont. 


628 miles. 


»» 



Orange River Colony. 



Mar. 



^pril 

»i 
t« 
»♦ 
«t 
t» 
»♦ 
»» 
t» 
t» 
»« 

»» 
May 



•» 

It 
»» 
»t 
t» 
»t 
ft 



29 — Donkerspniit. 

30 — Priors. 

3 1 — Springfontein. 

I — Kuilfontein. 
2-4 — ^Jagersfontein. 

7 — Kruger's Siding. 

8 — Edenburg. 

9— -Bethany. 
10— KaflBr River. 
II— Kaal Spmit. 
1 2-22 — Bloemfontein. 
22— Bushman's Kdp. 
23 — Water Works. 
24 — Modder River. 
25 — Sannah's Post. 
26«29 — Thabanchu. 
30 — ^Tbaba Kop. 

3 — Isabellafontein. 

4 — Vet River. 
5-6— Winbeig. 

8 — Dankbaazfontein. 

9 — Zand River. 
10 — Crossing. 
1 1 — Boschkop. 
12 — Kroonspruit. 
15— Valsch River. 
16 — Meriba. 
18 — Doom Kloof. 
1 9 — Quaggerfontein. 
20 — Rhenoster River. 
21 — Vecht Kop. 
22 — Hdlbron. 
23 — Elandspmit. 
24— Prospect 
25 — Vaalbank. 



Trek. 



121 miles. 



X 
X 
X 

X 
X 



X 
X 



Route, 



Transvaal. 

26— Vaal River. 
27 — Reitspruit. 
28 — Cyferfontein. 
29 — Doom Kop. 
I — Florida. 
3 — Jokeskei River. 
4 — Brakfontein. 
5— Pretoria. 
7 — Reitvlie. 
8 — Hartebeeste. 
9-25 — Germiston. 
25-10 July — Springs. 
July 10— Knigersdorp. 
II — Hckpoort. 
1 2- 18 — Kmgersdorp. 
18— Vlakfontein. 
19 — Doom Kloof. 
21— Olifant's Nek. 
23 — Cyferfontein 
24 — Noitgedacht. 

25— Blauwbanks. 100 miles. 

26-12 Aug. — Kmgersdorp 18 miles Rail. 

Here Relief Draft joined Company, 



i» 



X 
X 



400 miles. 

Rail. 

56 miles. 

X Ttek, 



X 
X 



1900. RELIEF DRAFT. 

May 18 — Aberdeen. 
„ 19 — Southampton. 

Cape Colony. 

R,M.S. ''Avondale Castle" - 
June 10-15 — Cape Town. 
15 — Worcester. 
16— Victoria Road. 
17— Norval's Pont. 



Rail, 
608 miles. 



-5980 miles. 
Rail. 



»» 



»♦ 



If 



Orange River Colony. 



June 18- 1 July — Bloemfontein. 



July 



2 — Modder River. 

3 — Karree. 

4 — Alleman's Dam. 

5 — Brandford. 

6 — Einsgevondoen. 

7 — Smaldeel. 

8— Theron. 

9 — Virginia. 
10 — ^Ventersburg Road. 
1 1 — Holfontein. 
12 — Boschrand. 
13-18— Kroonstadt. 



750 miles. 
Convoy, 



\1*\ \fiC&!»k. 



Q2 
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Itinbrarv or thb 1st Sbrvicb CoMrAmr— C$mtimmid, 



July 



t» 



«« 



190a 

Transvaau 

18— Vcrcenigen. 

19— Pretoria. 

20— I>erdcpoort. 
20*29^ Pretoria. 
30- 1 2 Aug. — Krugersdorp. 



»t 



f« 



11 



Sept. 



1900. 

Aug. 12 

15 

17 
22 

23 

24 

25 
26 

27 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7*9 

9 

10 

II 

'J 

14 

15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 



M 

• » 

»« 

»» 
t« 

• I 

1< 

tt 
f« 
M 



UNITED COMPANY. 

Welvcrdeind. 

Frederickstadt. 

Welverdcind. 
— Blauwl>ank. 
— Kandfontein. 
-Krugtrsdorp. 
—Pretoria. 
— Middlcberg. 
3 Sept.— liclfast. 

Swartz Kopje. 
— Dullstroom. 
— Klein Zuikerlx>sch Kop. 

- Spitz Kop. 
— Lydcnbcrg. 
— Hadfontein. 
— Swartz Kopje. 

-Helvetia. 
— Watervalonder. 
— Nooitgcdacht. 

— God wan. 

— Kaapschehoop. 
— JouIktI's Daal. 

Three Sisters. 

- Sheba. 
— Iloneybin Creek. 
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21— Kflap 

22 — Kflap Maiden. 

24— Hector Spruit 
25-8 Oct— Komati Poort- 
8— Nelspmit 
9— Waterval Boren. 
10— Belfiut. 
11-29— Pretoria. 



2N 



Oct. 



tt 



tt 
Nov. 



tt 



Orange Rivbk Oolont. 

29— Honingspmit 
30 — Kroonstadt. 
31— Zand River. 

I — Bloemfonteiii. 
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•12 Apr — Worcester. 
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April 


13— Cape Town. 
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3 — Southampton. 
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Colonial Rails 
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Some Snapshots of the ist Service Company, Gordon Highlander 

Tnkeo by Sergiuil F. R. Unnill. 
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June 


i-Woor« Drift, 
z— CoeUe's Diift. 
3— Popmni. 
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Natal. 
June 5' 17— Newcastle. 
,. 17-70 July— Fori Mu:ready. i 
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X 


9-MauchbeTg. 




X 
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X 
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Id— Badfunlein. 
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4-Saad River. 
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6— Hollentot River. 
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18 -Balmoral 
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i-Sand River, 




nPo«pla.U. 







246 



Tht History of the Aberdeen Volunteers. 



Itinerary of thr 2nd Sbrvici Compawy— C#w rtjit M( rf . 



I90I. 


1 


Mar. 


3— Hollcntol River. 




4 — Hecksplaats. 




5 — Welgcbosch Kloof. 




6— Stecnkamp's I'oort. 




7 — Aycsfontcin. 




8— Frascrburj;. 




9 — Ayesfonlein. 




10 — Stecnkamp's I'lwrl. 




II— Rcit Valley. 




12— Paal Iluis. 




13— llendrick's Kraal. 




14— Grootfontcin. 




15-8 Apr.— IJcaufort West. 



Houte 



90 miles. 



1901. Jimt 

April S—Blood River. M 

9- 10— Cape Town. 339 oik& 

Ii.M.S, " r^pitf ''-59touki 
29— Soathampton. 

30— Aberdeen. 608 nto. 

ROUTK. 



ft 



»t 



Home Rails 


1,216 


Steam Boat . 


12,830 


Colonial Rails 


a.053 


Trekking . 


968 



78 miles. 



17.067 



With the 1st Service Company Gordon Highlanders in South Africa. 

(From the Diaries kept by Txco Officers.) 

The 1st Service Company, on 16th January, 1900, went into training at 
Aberdeen under the command of Captain J. B. Buchanan (1st V.B.G.H.), and 
Lieutenants F. J. O. M'Kinnon (1st V.B.G.H.) and H. Forbes (4th V.B.G.H.). After 
a month of very wintry training spent in shooting, scouting, marching, and fighting 
imaginary enemies upon the Links, they embarked at Southampton on I7th oi 
February for the seat of war. The s.s. ** Guelph," on which the company sailed, \ai 
on board over 800 troops — all volunteers — viz., Gordons, Lincolns, Gloucesters, 
West Riding, York and Lancasters, Yorks, Lancasters, Leicesters — eight companies 
in all. Extremely stormy weather was experienced the first week, but after 
the men had found their sea legs, the usual deck games and sports were 
engaged in, the Gordon Company taking almost all the chief prizes, including 
the tug-of-war, cock-fighting, and military tournament. The " Guelph " reached 
St. Helena on 7th of March. Captain Michie, R.A., and officers of the garrison 
came on board, and with them a very pleasant day was spent. St. Helena 
appeared a very gloomy island, but it has a splendid climate. They arrived in 
Table Bay on 14th March, but were not able to disembark till the 16th, owing to 
the bay being overcrowded with vessels of every imaginable description. The 2nd 
Service Company had sailed a week later, but landed before the 1st Company. The 
Scotsmen resident in Cape Town entertained both companies to a cake and wine 
banquet in Sea Point Hall, at which a worthy Aberdeenshire man was chairman- 
Sir David Gill, Astronomer Royal at the Cape. 

The 1st Company entrained on the 18th of March for Naauwpoort, and their 
subsequent journeyings can be followed with the help of the preceding itinerary and 
a good map. A few of the chief incidents in their experiences selected from those 
diaries are reproduced : — 

On 1 2th April we joined the ist Battalion Gordon Highlanders at Bloemfontein, and next 
day we were inspected by Sir Ian Hamilton, commanding the 9th Division^ who was accom- 
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panied by General Smith-Dorrien, 19th Brigade (of which the Gordons formed a unit), 
Colonel Macbean^ Gordon Highlanders, etc. 

On 30th April, at Thoba Kop, the ist Service Company had their real baptism of firef 
and the Gordons played a conspicuous part in driving the Boers off the hill. It was in this 
fight that Captain Towse, by a brilliant feat, won his V.C. 

Winburg, 6th May. — No duties as yet; are to march at 4 p.m. Got some tobacco and 
soap in town ; marched 8 hours after 6 p.m., had some " bully " beef, and went to sleep. 
Wakened at night by a man shouting, fit to burst his lungs (bully beef, cramp in stomach). 

Dankbaazfontein^ %th May, — Very cold in morning, frost lying white, but warm when sun 
gets up. Forbes sent in command of 50 men as a covering party to forage. Visited two 
farms \ took away all corn sheaves and maize, a bullock waggon, etc., for which we gave a 
receipt. None but women at the farms ; pathetic to see them in tears. Forty Boers at one 
of the farms retreated on our advance. 

BloemplaatZi ^th May. — This farm (Bloemplaatz) has the finest farm steading we have 
seen. Roe deer and buck of all sorts are reared on this farm. We could sec at least from 
700 to 800. Getting scared at our advance, they cleared in every direction, and one of 1 3 
stone weight was caught in camp by the Canadians. Needless to say, it soon went to pot. 

Cyferfonteiny iZth May, — Moved off 6 a.m., very cold ; ice still on water at night, out of 
sun; marched 9 miles, and now only 20 miles from Johannesburg. General French, on 
our left front, was heard the whole day pounding away at the enemy. Remembered this is 
the term-day at home, but am of opinion we are *^ biding.'' Captured two prisoners (Irish- 
Americans), whom the Canadians say they will be happy to shoot if they get half-a-chance. 

29M May, — Set out for Florida in a very thick, cold mist, but found the Boers in a very 
strong position. The Gordons were ordered to advance from a small kopje, 5000 yards from 
the enemy. H Company, commanded by Captain Cameron, advanced by half companies, 
followed by our company (M); all extended to 30 paces; I [Lieut H. Forbes] was in 
command of left half. Our big guns soon opened fire on the enem/s position, but with 
little effect The Boers replied badly. After we were within range of their Mausers, a 
tremendous fire was poured into us, and we had practically no cover. Buchanan was wounded 
early in the day. Within 150 yards, both companies were mixed up and we charged together, 
sending the Boers from one position only to take up another, whence they (K>ured a most 
destructive fire amongst us. I had the luck to be in one of the hottest comers, and men 
were falling all around. The scene was awful It was at this spot Captain Cameron and 
F. J. O. M'Kinnon and I were hit, and poor Meldrum was killed. I had just bandaged 
Cameron's four wounds when I was myself bowled over. Bayonets were fixed, ,in<\ the Boers 
were cleared off the ridge. I wish I could have been there. 'Vht Gordons did the? fighting, 
but the bill was heavy. After the fight, General Sir Lan Hamilton addressed the C^ordons 
in terms of the highest pcaisey and where I was lying I could hear i\%t ringing cheers of the 
men. The volunteer oompooy was specially commended l>y CoUmel Macl/ean tm th<; next day, 

(For his conduct in this actioD^ Captain H. Forbes got hi« l> S.O.;. 

Monday^ 27M August. — ^Tbe oompaoy were s{>ectators of the l>attLf; of IMiaai or 
Bergendaal, at whidi the Kii^s Royal Rifles distinguished themselves by annihiUtitig the 

On that eveningy some men of tbe md Gordon Higblanders—whi/h bad tht^w ijfmiAfAi'A 
its trek across country from Natal— came owti to greet the nHf \aU the Unsr miks l/etwe<rn 
the bivouacs pieveoted anjr fosend yurti i yi , 
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Buller passed northward through Helvetia ; the bulk of the prisoners of «ir at 
Noitgcdaiht cscai)e westward, and the ist Service Company is on duty serving them with 
coffee at 2 a.m., on Saturday, ist September. Belfast Station is at an elevation of 4000 feet, 
the night is very cold, and many of these prisoners have only a Kaffir blanket and a shiit Co 
keep out the frost 

Buller soon afterwards is brought to a halt on the Crocodile river, and Ian HamOtoo 
is sent with Smith- Dorrien's Brigade to clear his left flank. The divisions met at Lydenbuig 
on Friday, 7th September; the 1st Service Company, coming off picquet at 10 p.m.y find the 
2nd Battalion preparing their mid-day meals. 

On Saturday, 8th September, the army is ordered to clear the Boers off the Plaatnm, 
some miles east of Lydenburg. The ist Battalion forms the reserve on the right attack, lod 
advances in these long lines of skirmishers, fifteen to twenty paces interval, adapted to Sooth 
African war, but probably not sufficiently concentrated for an attack on entrenchments. 
Sergeant R. S. Campbell has his equanimity ruffled by a Mauser bullet through his belmet, 
but soon the cheeky boy, who has been seen playing a pompom on the left attack, cleais 
before Buchanan can reach him. 

Komati Poort (on the Portuguese border^ at the junction of the Komati and CrocM 
/divers), 26M September. — We are in the fever country, with a melting heat. Can see tiic 
Portuguese border, flags, and pickets on the Leml)obo mountains. An immense amount of 
rolling sto<:k at the station, the first railway station in the Transvaal after passing up fron 
Lorenzo Marques through Portuguese territory. The Boers, before leaving Komati Pooitt 
destroyed much of the stores, and many railway waggons are still on fire. 

2%th September. — This being the birthday of H.M. the King of Portugal, the forces aie 
reviewed. Reveille, 4.30. Coffee Parade, 6.30. Commanding officer and Portuguese 
commanding officer arrive on ground at 8 a.m. Our troops were — Coldstream Guards. 
Royal Scots, Royal Irish, and Gordon Highlanders ; batteries of artillery and cow guns. 

Our guest is clad in white uniform, looks a lively and pleasant chap^ on an excellent 
horse, the conspicuous piece of furniture in the retinue being blue saddle-cloths and 
red trimmings. There follow him a party of English visitors from Lorenzo Marques, the 
first sign we have had of belief in the Boer collapse. The party have the usual white 
trimmings, flowers, gim-cracks, and what-not ; carry red and yellow parasols, and red-white- 
and-l)lue favours. Their return train was capsized on the line, 100 yards from the station,!? 
a stray cow. The party had to be brought into our mess-room till the line was clear. 

30/// September (Sunday). — 100 Gordons were on fatigue duty at the Boer laager, 
collecting and destroying (Boer) ammunition when a very regrettable accident occurred 
through a pile of it exploding (instead of quietly burning out). This was the cause of two 
deaths, and 25 men besides were severely wounded; 7 of **M'' (volunteer) Company were 
more or less injured. The evidence was conflicting as to the cause, but it was generally 
believed to have been brought about by boxes of ammunition being injudiciously forced opeo 
by a pickaxe. 

29M October. — Left Pretoria for Cape Town with half company in charge of 92 Boer 
prisoners (handed over to us at Kroonstad), other half company had 1 20. 

5M November. — Breakfast at Worcester, where we had to clear the platform of the Boer 
sympathisers with our prisoners at the point of the bayonet to prevent some of the latter 
escaping from the train in the crowd. 

18M November, — Met Charles Murray (Alford), the author of ** Hame with," and seve»I 
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other friends ; and all, with W. O. Duncan, went to C. J. Rhodes*s farm. Saw all his wild 
animals^ which form a constant entertainment to the public. Splendid place ; met the old 
man himself out riding. We all have to take our turns of Boer guard. 

5//4 December, — The prisoners in No. 2 Boer guard have a fight, and are dispersed by 
M*Kinnon's men with fixed bayonets. 

2^rd November, — In the afternoon Forbes and I visit Cran, contractor, late of Auchmill, 
now a man of considerable substance as a builder here. The evening is spent with Fox, etc., 
and we play cards, discuss home and mining politics. Some of these fellows are entering 
the 2nd Railway Pioneer Regiment, with C. Murray, ex-sergeant, ist A.V.R.E., as lieutenant. 

1st December. — Robertson, Peterhead, is off to Natal on six weeks' leave; and John 

Campbell, Camerons, is attached to 2nd Gordons Friends Adamson, 

Murray, and Dodd are getting commissions in the 2nd R.P.R., and I give them tips about 
free issues of kit, etc. 

^rd December. — In afternoon. Sergeant Porter's funeral takes place from the Hospital 
here out to Maitland on the main line. The body is placed by bearers on a gun carriage, 
the firing party presenting arms. The party lead with arms reversed, then band, R.GA. 
carriage, and '* M " Company privates, corporals, sergeants, and officers in that order. 
Party present arms on entraining, and again on detraining. Three pipers play "The 
Flowers o' the Forest'' to the grave, and two buglers call **The Last Post," firing party 
again presenting arms. 

loM December. — In the afternoon the streets are lined while Lord Roberts passed from 
Good Hope Hall to Presidency Gardens, the 2nd Volunteer Company Gordons being placed 
near the triumphal arch at the the top of Adderley Street. Sun hot ; crowd good ; bands 
incessant. In the evening the great torchlight tattoo comes off. The torches — knots of tow 
on a lathe, dipped in paraffin — bum well for about 40 minutes, but then give in and smoke. 
The supporting Tommy gets tired and chucks his particular brand down, and the remaining 
part of the programme is performed in darkness. . . . The whole not bad, but hardly up 
to one's idea of the triumphal return of a conqueror to one of Rome's imperial cities. 

II ih December. — Anxiety all around about the state of mind of the Dutch leads to wire 
entanglements being placed round the race-course (Boer) prison, and to 300 volunteers being 
ordered up to Worcester, The Cornwalls, etc., go to-day, and our two companies follow 
to-morrow. The men, expecting orders home, descant at this point on the joy such orders 
would have given six months ago on first landing. They now rather think, with Mark Tapley, 
that under present circumstances there is some credit in being jolly. 

Lord Roberts left to day in the '' Canada " for home. 

(The Gordons had been named as his guard of honour, but anxiety about Brother Boer 
led to other arrangements, and to Worcester.) 

12th December. — Entrained at 11 am., and arrived at Worcester at 6 p.m. (Worcester 
was the scene of the great Boer conference or congress.) Lieutenant Duncan, with 2nd 
Company, was left at Picquetberg, 35 miles down. Worcester is a pretty little town, but 
very rebel. 

15M December.^LievLtenant J. N. Cook, Waterside, Alford, and five men are selected 
permanent military police of the town. 

1 7M December. — Two Boer prisoners out on parole were arrested here to-day ; under the 
charge of Cook. 

311/ December. — Last ^y of 1900. Went to church 7.30. 



250 The History of the Aberdeen Volunteers. 



$th January, 1901. — Martial law proclaimed to-day. 

loth January.—\5^ to date have taken about 1000 guns from Boers, of wooderfi 
patterns and fearful patents. 

22nd January, — Arrested a Jew for sedition. 

24M January, — Arrested a Boer and fined him ;^io for sedition. The Jew was sent 
away as an undesirable. 

29M March, — Had a nice picnic to Hex River Bridge by moonlight ; very interesting. 

6th April, — Orders received to proceed to Cape Town on the 9th ; great rejoicings. 

Tth /4/frt7.— Orders postponed. 

g/h April, — I reached Cape Town to get kits ready, new clothing, etc.^ on the chance oC 
the company being sent down in a few days. Saw Robertson of the other company; they 
sail to day. Hard luck. Had a great old time. 

13M April, — To-day we embarked on the " Templemore," and sailed at 6 o'ciocL 

15/ May, — Ship entered Bay of Biscay, rolling a little. 

2nd and ^rd May, — Sailed up the Channel and reached the docks (Southampton) at 
2 p.m., and, with a splendid run, reached Aberdeen at 7 a.m. on the 4th, where Lad 
Aberdeen, the Lord Provost, and Town Councillors were waiting our arrival. We mardiri 
to the barracks, and were dismissed by 1 2 o'clock. Entertained by Colonel Jackson in the 
'* Bon- Accord." Arrived at Alford ; village unprecedentedly crowded. Cake and wine banqoet 
Great rejoicings. There is no place like home. 

The following are extracts from despatches and private letters so far as referring 
to the 1st and 2nd Service Companies, the most of which appeared in the local press 
at the time, or in A Record of Northern Valour^ published by the proprietors of the 
Aberdeen Journal. 

The accompanying photographs — taken by Sergeant Martin, and reproduced by 
his permission — may also be interesting to Service Volunteers. 

1st Service Company. 

At the battle of Doornkop, near Johannesburg, on 29th May, 1900, the 1st Gordons 
specially distinguished themselves, and the 1st Service Company shared the glory and 
the suffering. The following extracts from despatches and private letters tell their owo 
story. 

Lord Roberts, in a despatch from Germiston, said : — 

General Ian Hamilton, who was operating on the west, in support of General French's 
cavalry, encountered serious opposition. The Gordons led on the right and the City Imperiil 
Volunteers on the left flank, and after heavy fighting, in which the Gordons greatly dis- 
tinguished themselves, the Boer positions were carried ; and General Ian Hamilton, in 
congratulating the Gordons, said the world would ring with their gallantry. 

The 1st Service Company suffered severely in this battle. The following is a list of 
the killed and wounded : — 



Killed, 



Private G. W. Middleton, Aberdeen. 
Private J. M. Meldrum, Alford. 



Lance -Sergeant W. Simpson, Aberdeen. 
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Wounded. 



Captain J. B. Buchanan, Aberdeen. 
Lieutenant F. J. O. Mackinnon, Aberdeen. 
Lieutenant H. Forbes, Alford. 
Sergeant F. R, Martin, Aberdeen. 
Lance-Corporal E. Simmonds, Aberdeen. 
Private J. Young, Turriff. 
Private J. Abemethy^ Laurencekirk. 



Private J. H. Smith, AI)crdcoii. 
Private W. Mowat, A)N!r(I(*rn. 
Private T. Welwter, C)l(hn«-ldruin. 
Private A. Rcnni<!, Kctnnny. 
Private \V. C. Davidson, Stnithilon. 
Private .S. Cro/jk^^r, Alxirchim. 



Subsequently, at Leehoek, near Krui^ersdorp, on July 11th, in an iMi>{:i>{i'nu*nl in 
which Captain W. B. Gordon, of the Gordons, won the Victoria Crr>HH, thr. follnwiiiK 
three men of this company were wounded : • 



Private D. Cruickshank, Aberdeen. 
Private W. Geddes, Rothienomum. 



Private J. A. (»*»u\ou, Oldm«:ldrijiii, 



In September, at Komati Poort, while dentroyin^ v/m»; bij/ ^un '^muukutUnti th»it 
the Boers had abandoned, the Service Cfjmprany a^in %uff*;n:/i ttt h;iviri^ fh<: following 
five men wounded : — 



Private J. M'Connochie, Huntly. 
Private W. Chalmers, Aberdeen. 
Private Erskine, Aberdeen. 






2sD SEsr/icfc €//.<». "A 



It was the 24th of July before the 2nd ^>cr»y^, <>/rf,y4.\/ ;^^ .a,./ %a3;,uA ih* yjtfn 
realities of war. This was at Rooikopj**. near A.T^^r*?'/'/* ,fi f/^-. 1 fAf^i,^^, t* hm^ 
stiff fight, but the Gordons had the ^^idin o>.. 'A'ysy^,^, f,/^ tt^t^f^^ >/^ ^o ^}^ y.f^4 
Service Company. The Mlowing vere th« ^jtXi:$:*.jKiK • 



Private E. Munair, Iy>ndoo .Sr/xtaK.- Cfc'ifc^vyfci »v,-/>/: *//: .• -i*^ ''.^-t/: 

Captain Rogeni, Iy>fHfeA Soxi^iac- r'-rvi:^ '.<, f, >.,!</ \/Jf^/,m 

Private E, M- Cw»3ft. P'xt^isdbsr^ >'»^-*, > >>;;--<; /--^c^^/'v./// 

Private E. Dngoid, fiteOottr 

Of this enisagetDem^ l>5rrf Rmru -» fr-t >* !v v^r i - 



troopt greariy <fiiEir^BMte»c ^liitiwtf^ . - j^'.ni^>^.< >.^-i.'; Mt/Oy '^/ .,> 0, ^,^ ^ ,^. 
and i6ch fianerietL-cte 9clln4f» >>.y%)i >jb^ ^/C '.t^ V.^v,/ '- .f^.-A^/^^ , ,v ..'.^z. 

company of tfae faw^flMKif t.-ttqi» iue t^^s*.;!}!!!; v^^ioct/a 



Colonel W. A. %UM^ ^MtumicfA»f^ ^i« 2i^f«c y^^'/^^M^ji V^ti-^ 
Douglass Duflcaor wratr avi SiOiftw^ .- 



f ' 



4 »•«■ ,.,4 



y f ^ ** .. 



company aasr&ttrf ftv siy 'MiiilifHi. itf#fi»!r ^^>';<ft«< ^^^^j;^.^ yrv^/^ ^.^ -^ 



/ ... i A f d 
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attack on Rooikopjes. I placed them in the firing line, and they behaved gnagniijiyiiij^ 
showing the greatest dash and coolness under fire. They carried out my orders perfectlj,iai 
the only fault I had to find was that they were so keen they pressed on rather too qoick^ 
I am sorry to say one of them was killed, and the captain and four others wounded Tte 
wounded are all doing well. 

On Saturday, 8th September, when leaving Lydenburg for the advance with General 
Buller across the Mauchbergs towards Spitzkop, a shell burst immediately above tk 
company, and 15 were killed and 25 wounded. Of these, the following belonged to tbe 
2nd Service Company : — 



Kt7/ed, 



Private I). B. Stuart, Dufftown. 

Sergeant W. F. Budgett, London Scottish. 



Private P. Stuart, Stonehaven. 



Wounded, 



Corporal F. B. Anderson, London Scottish. 
I^nce-Corporal T. A. Smeaton, London 

Scottish. 
Private C. F. Frascr, I^ndon Scottish. 
Private A. T. Scott, London Scottish. 
Private H. Way, London Scottish. 
Private C Burr, Strichen. 
Lance - Corporal R. VVhyte, Ix>ndon 

Scottish. 



Lance-Corporal J. F. Macrae, FraserburgiL 
Private A. J. Greenfield, London Scottish. 
Private D. M. Hopping, London Scottish. 
Private T. A. Menzies, London Scottish. 
Private J. S. Redding, London Scottish. 
Private F. Gauld, Peterhead. 
Private A. Shand, Strichen. 



Of this painful incident Lord Roberts said: — 

We had 13 killed and 25 wounded. Three of the former and 16 of the latter belonged to I 
the Volunteer Company Gordon Highlanders. The company was marching in column at an ] 
estimated distance of 7 miles from the enemy's position, when a shrapnel shell burst over it 
Notwithstanding this heavy loss, the company, which had greatly distinguished itself on sevail 
occasions, continued to march forward as steadily as if nothing had happened. 

General Lyttelton, who witnessed the incident, was reported to have expressed his 
admiration of the conduct of the volunteers, declaring that he was astonished at, and 
proud of, the steady way in which the company advanced after losing 25 per cent., and 
the correspondent of the Standard said of the volunteers that they behaved splendidly- 

On the return of the 2nd Battalion to Lydenburg from Pilgrim's Rest, Lord 
Roberts declared the war at an end, and the volunteer companies were ordered home; 
but by December, 1900, Lord Kitchener found that there was still life in Brother Boer; 
garrison duty at Cape Town and Picquetberg Road Station followed. The 2nd 
Company was selected for convoy duty from Beaufort out to Fraserburg. A dozen 
men were mounted, and, accompanied by details, Scottish Rifles and North Staffords, 
delivered two convoys without mishap. It was again their good fortune to precede 
the 1st Company at landing. They embarked on the "Tagus" on 13th April, under 
Colonel Keigley, I. A., and arrived in Aberdeen on the Srd May. Having done no moit 
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lan their duty, they 

nount of entfausiasci wioadL 

amed for swaggering 

im on his return wfasdz Src 



snnxiT? Ti r^aurr n zrri iib: apam nm rounn ar 



Extracts fkox a lAZiu t tkok ^ 
Gosc<;S Has^EL^ucaa 






'Sffsn 'L 



I have been rr^^rn% ti 
Sen'ice Companj is yrryig ul 
they have stuck oct zi il ne iaiix 
has astonished tat — barjaae: : 
probably to a better oaast *jL fuiif daa 
also that they are ux v^' tsuziec k 
splendidly. 



T.1 »«; 
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Tir vumt tnut it iti. ^-ji tr.»» ttit » 'jjim*?!r 

wt IS;** lait. «iT*t: bl ".ut unit ui snvr raiiurfl. 
fliQt lut intr ttar *t*?rt i*:vt le^ avtnisivmtsC Xkfysr 
uuz nijgrr >«: lut van. */ pw^ir iv>c 
iiir. n. acmt "jr sd 11 it :u?n ua^?; ti'jw: 



In the action near Imoneffuo!^ in. Slboi xyitL ii^ 'Podt} viT'^^kc iussuf&nf^ viii 
gldry, and proved tfxssdeT'Pss ;<g fa g £tt lRK:t V- nmr » 1*31 -v-rsCTaifi. 7 ii*r* «i*:i*: jt auw^ 
of H Company on ±* **iL axnc i^ss* uu^ t vir} xt^.'*-} iat ac yji wi\ laat* |»:iKr!*:C iivn 
the reports already peiuaocic it ne jaj^sst It vjli Tjfttyjoer. cisf-|*s. tu*7 •t»?n ic !r.-yii?r ic 
a die, and would, I l«acT*:, i*»t iisset «jur:^n^ siil r :ii»3* ^^^rr* am; i*v*r. j^: 7 i*^ ifioi* 
battalion was full of ±i£sr ^ouiiei sdi^r tut ^b^ 

Colour-Sergearr Ciau^jfttL oiC t%*jt^m^) w^L mmTmm^ tie v,mr;<rrt; n :ij» Titiji *;i;>«f^«: 
when all the oAcjen w«* wrx^ Ht a to. unuttualM |tv>c ifVf.<,-^itii«oivt#»rC vKj*/*^ I 
hardly expect thai aS of sut t.vng«an I stfjiunrat^t^gt^i Vr ^•^wfntiix, W ^^istir.- ■ ^^ !i!jt 
occasion wiU be proud 7»iqpKsa&. tnc } incvt ut. ticjirjr t. ^^'./C U4tfi» » il 

I send yon a oofnf ^^bt UKsauiuL vroer 1 puvimj^ iihtr tut if.*tivf 

Our brigade has b«s tvcsfix. sg^. 

Since we left GsMpas «d 1^ f^skinan. tn: ijitvt waa^yi^n. <f^ tiiui^i ;«um j*^- h ti^ 
capture of 10 towns, ftKigftit » tet ^s^xeat i^z\fjiti atic vi jr; vtu<!?' -toiyt i< "^ji v^/^^C '/ 
thirty days, we fcogjat on ^i ^ tueiL, nuc iijatf^*u«:C ^;^ iiii«^ '* i#* <^^Ufiti^ is«»%4 v<^4 
between 400 and 500, wtodb » sM a ittfi K'jttrc 

Aberdeenduie nsat fad ymnA t^m iQier'jm. n:}fi«M;nttrti*r^ 

Buchanan, MadkkooM, aood F'jsiit^ aer^ ni: <t^ti% «^i. i«L«»Cf;*frf#t^ «^il v« ^-Ar i^^u^ 
for certain, I shoold tUck. Yima^ JjufT^ Jjrvnmiur u ivg^.K^' jtf.*;' ii«i ^^vHt^kHi; <#'/# 

We are at prcacnl ulnae <*«: ^ Jyinc I'.vi^^mt stiiC w* utv^rt,*^,.^ i^;^' 1.1 ,^^..^ ^i 
by ourselves. What a day k wsUl i#t«u*& v^itl. v.mft itjntK h^h U\0^^.<j^^:% ww i,*... *-. 
give M Company a greal feocfrtM 



Corr Of £«TX«.iiv« Vi'.i** *'>j'fchi'At 



1*. 



.• s^^tti^ t 



ExTVAcr racM tUriiULjoy OrMaa u» 3.4fc'.*?t*Af^i-^v/^r.^ I 

The Comfluodiog Ofinr viitef itt; aM im ^^vi^^etAUEiittf^xr ^, \w^^ 4x^*0'^; ^^j^.^.*^/, 
to the batulion by Mj^or-GflMol Ia« HiMiin'^ ^ Jt ;>>,/> ^ti^ jf-^^/y^^.i^^^ iVH.rt*. 
Dorrien, D.S.O^ on the frfkaHy Ifaey 4iifli9«d jh. yss^i^sti^y % j«<nivf 
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He doubts if the history of the battalion contains any record of a more splendid attack 
culminating in a more brilliant charge. 

It gives him much pleasure to hear of the gallant bearing of the Volunteer Senioe 
Company and their extreme steadiness under fire. A copy of this order will be fonrtrded 
to the officers commanding the volunteer battalions of the regiment 

By order, 

W. E. GORDON, 

Captain and Adjutant, ist Gordon Highlanders. 

3rd Service Company. 

The 3rd Ser\*ice Company was composed three-fourths of north-countr>'men and 
one-fourth of London Scottish. The northern sections of the company were embodied 
at Aberdeen on 1st Februarys 1901, and, after six weeks* training, left Aberdeen 
on Friday, 15th March, en route for Liverpool, where they were joined by the con- 
tini^ent from the London Scottish. The following digest of service* kept by Lieut 
R. A. Henderson, gives, with soldier-like brevity, an admirable sketch of the work 
accomplished by this company, and is included herein with his kind permission:— 

3rd service COMPANY. 
Embodied, ist February, 190 1. Disbanded, 6th July, 1902. 

1st V.B.G.II. 



Numlier. 



Rank. 



Name. 



Number. 



Rjuik. 



— « 

Name. 





- _ 




• • • 


Lieutenant 


Henders(^n, R. A. 


8350 


Serjeant 


Peterson. A. V. 


8378 


Bugler 


Anderson, A. 


8290 


Private 


Anderson. R. 


8275 


Do. 


Anders<^n, W. 


8382 


Do. 


Rrcbner, J. S. 


8273 


Do. 


Craib, R. 


8280 


Do. 


Duncan, W. T. 


8274 


Do. 


Ford, W. 


8.V43 


Do. 


Krascr, W. C 


8375 


Do. 


Gordon, W. 


8383 


Do. 


(low. J. 


8286 


Do. 


Henderson, J. E. 


8272 


Do. 


Home, A. 


8279 


Do. 


Ilossack, V. 


8.MS 


Dff. 


Hutchison, C. V. 


8.U6 


Do. 


Lamont. A. 


8277 


Do. 


Mackie, A. 



8348 

8282 
8276 
8270 
8271 

8347 
8345 
8351 

8284 

8352 
8354 

8283 
8381 
8288 

8278 
8287 
8281 



Private 
Do. 
.Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 
Da 
Da 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
I>o. 
Do. 



Maiiland, A. 
Massie, G A. 

Maxwell, J. 
MacDonald, \V S. 
M 'Hardy, J. 
Middleton, J. 
Palmer, W. 
Pfttenon, J. 
Pirie, G. B. 
Ritchie, G. R. 
Robertson, R. 
Thomson, A. 
Tough, J. 
Turner, P. G. 
Walker, A. A. 
Wilson, F. 
Voang, A. 



4ti! V.B.G.H. 




8344 
8334 
8328 



Sergeant 

Bugler 

Private 



Forrest, T. 



Gillespie. J. R. 
Copland, J. 



8339 
832s , 



Private 
Do. 



Name. 



Coiill,A. 
Scott, G. 




Lieut. B. C. Green, 

Now Major, London Scoltiili. 



T^^' 






irA 



S 





Lieut. R. A. Henderson, 

NowCBpliin. 1MV.B.G.H. 



Lieut. H. A. H. Newington, 

London Scstli-ih. 



Officers of -jrA Volunteer Service Company, Gordon Highlanders. 



Ij- 






V 

.1 

I 

I 

I 1 . 
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M-H V.B.G.H. 
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er. 


Rank. 


Name. 

t 

i 


Number. 


Rank. 


Name. 




Sergeant 


Young, J. 
Donald, W. 


8335 


Private 


Murray, A. 
Ruuell, A. 




Corporal 


8333 


Do. 




Do. 


Sim, J. 


8331 


Do. 


Scott, D. 




Lance-Corporal 


Clark, J. 


8332 


Do. 


ShinraB, R, 




Private 


Calder, J. 


8333 


Do. 


Stewart, R A. 




Do. 


Cowie, A. 


8324 


Do. 


Turriff, G. E. 




Do. 


Fraser, J. 


8322 


Do. 


Whyte, G. R. 


J 


Do. 


Main, A. 


8323 


Do. 


Wilion, W. G. 



6th V.BG.II. 



«r. 



Rank. 



t 


Col.-Sergt.-Inst. 


) 


Lance-Sergeant 


7 


Corporal 


> 


Lance-Corporal 


I 


Private 


5 


Do. 


2 


Do. 


3 


Do. 


D 


Do. 


\ 


Do. 


I 


Do. 


2 


Do. 


9 


Do 


s 


Do. 


I 


Do. 


5 


Do. 


D 


Do. 



Name. 



Craib, J. 
M'Hattie, G. 
Rhind,!. 
Grant, J. 
Angus, A. 
CameroD, A. 
Christie, A. 
CUrk, W. 
Cormack, J. 
Cotbbert, A. 
Cuthbert, J. 
Davidson, W. 
Edwards, A. 
Edwards,/. 
Forbes, W. 
Gordon, A« 
Ilall, C 



Niunbef. 



Rank. 



8376 
8356 
8366 

8374 
8377 

1^ 

8359 
8360 

8367 

^M 
8358 

8387 
8327 
8328 

8369 



Private 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
I>o. 
Do. 
Do. 
Tku 
Do. 
Do. 



Name. 



Innet, A. 
Innes, 1. 
Ledingliam, W 
M'Kay, G 
M'ICemie, D. 
Milne, J, 
Park, J. 

Robertion, ). c; 
Scott, A. 
Sherret, R. 
Simpson, W. 
Stuart, J. 
Stewart. W. 
Thorn, J. 
Tough, C 
Trafford, K. 
Watson, ], 



LONDON 8COTTI8IL 



)er. 



Rank. 



3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
o 

I 

2 



Captain 



2nd Lientenant 
Sergeant 
Lance-Sergeant 
Lance-Corporal 

I>o. 
Private 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



. 



Green* B. C, Uevtenant 
(translerred 104^1 Senrice 
Conpaay in May, 1992) 

NewingtoOf W. A* H^ 

Boyd,D. 

Steven, Inr . 

Harris, F. H. 

R^ibertsoDf A. IL 

AndetioPi R. G« de C 

Awbcrjr, C. L* 

Bird, LP. 

Crockett, B. E. 

EoMficLD. 

EasUckW. 

Ewnrt,J. 8. 



number. 



8303 
8304 

8309 
8310 

8i«4 
8311 

f3«4 



Kaok. 



»3« 



U 



• ■ t 



Private 
Do, 
Un, 
Dip, 
ih,, 
th,, 
Do, 
ih,, 
Do, 
Ihh 
Do, 
thj, 
Iht, 
Do. 
Do. 



Name. 



Kiiehle, W, T, 
GHlespiir, ir L 
doi^m, W. hi, 
IfamnKind, If. H. 
Hariier, K, 

IamMMKm, D. 
Ciiapp, K r 
Liet^rt, W. H. 
P'KVKk, P, V. 

Hfiilth, M C. 
Wans, U 
WiuUfW, A. L 
V/Mmm, k. 
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DIGEST OF SERVICE. 
3RD Volunteer Company Gordon Highlanders. 

Embodied. — ist February, 1901. 

Strenf^h. — 3 officers and 115 non-commissioned officers and men. 

Officers. — Captain — Lieutenant B. C. Green, who had seen service in India and with the 
C.I.V. in the present war, a member of the I^ndon Scottish, was appointed captain; with 
Lieutenant R. A. Henderson of the ist Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders, and 2nd 
Lieutenant H. A. H. Ncwington of the London Scottish, as subalterns. 

Training. — The company was divided into four sections; three composed of north- 
countrymen, who were trained at the depot, Aberdeen (Sergeant John Craib, an old Gordon, 
taking the principal share in this work), and the fourth section was composed of London 
Scottish men who were trained at their own headquarters in London. 

Depart. — The Aberdeen party, under Captain Green, left the depdt about 8.30 p.in. on 
Friday, 15th March, and marched along crowded streets to the station^ headed by the ist 
V.B.G.H. pii)ers, drummers, and brass band, entrained, and at 9 p.m. to the strains of '^ Will 
ye no* come back again ? " steamed off en route for Liverpool. 

The " Scottish " men left their headquarters on the evening of the same day (15th) at 
10.30 p.m. for Euston under Lieutenant Newington. Both parties arrived in Liverpool aboot 
the same time— namely 6 a.m. on i6th March — and met on the quay. 

Embark. — The company — for the first time together— embarked on the transport steamer 
'* Montrose," No. 92 (a Beaver liner lately used in the Canadian cattle trade), and at 7 p.ni. 
left for South Africa. 

Voyaj^e. — Nothing unusual occurred daring the voyage. Captain Green was appointed 
adjutant of the ship, and Colour Sergeant Craib sergeant-major. We touched at Las Palmas 
on the 22nd, and anchored from 9 p.m. on that day until 8 a.m. on the following day. On 
Easter Sunday (7th April) Table Mountain was sighted at 1.15 p.m., and at 10 p.m. we 
dropped anchor in Table Bay. The following day orders came from shore that on account 
of the plague then raging in Cape Town, our port would be Durban, and we started for there 
at 6 p.m., arriving in Durban at 2.30 p.m. on Thursday, nth April. 

Land in South Africa and journey North. — We left the ship and entrained at 1.30 p.mof 
the 1 2th April, with orders to proceed to Machadodorp, on the eastern line. The journey 
was broken at I^dysmith for a few hours by night, and the two following nights were spent at 
Volksrust and Ellandsfontein. Pretoria was reached shortly after 9 a.m. on Monday, 15th 
April, one month from our departure from Aberdeen. 

Pretoria. — We were ordered to proceed to Sunnyside Camp, pending orders to join our 
line battalion, and remained under canvas, along with other four volunteer companies, until 
the morning of Thursday, i8th April, when we entrained for Pietersburg, where the 2nd 
Battalion was stationed. 

Pietersburg.— Axr\\ed at Pietersburg, Northern Transvaal, at 10 p.m. on the evening of 
Friday, 19th April. We became a part of the good old 92nd, and were known as "K" 
company while we served in that battalion. 

Deaths. — On Saturday, 4th May, Colour-Sergeant Craib died of dysentery at 2.30 a.in., 
in No. 22 Field Hospital, Pietersburg, after a short illness, and on Sunday, 26th Mayi 
Private Copcland died of peritonitis in 22 Field Hospital, Pietersburg. The loss of two 
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comrades was felt vaj wuKii bf ^k ■ ■■■■jMiif BotL va- sdrbl dc xnf mis o: msr daatb 
in Pietersbuig Ccmelay, aod laiar ^nm ii M i i'r nr wuuda. -iii *■ smL sum znnf JI2 moir 
permanent memorials oooid be 

Daring our stay at 
drilled by Seigeant Tnmmaa^ of 
attached to line 
to ouis. 

Towards die end of Mas; A C 
accompanied it, along widi 'Sjnf *ir Toanf if Sti. 2 
of Na 3 Sectioo, and Pxinae W. C Jswes. 

Diuhargti. — On ut Jme se sunpasv ma ssoocssL n: tntmu^i. n* 3^ ic m nmnxier 
being allowed to take tbear t^-^**y- vx 'iut vxryjmt sf cnmnf Hit luJDBiaennnf PcniSE: 
Force. 

DetaikmemL — ^Tbe sHne 6a§ :&e TfitwinrfrT "Jt 'iut zzmgrniff wsrt max: ul asstdtwisac. 
duty to Mambastad and HuLand% Deft. 7^ ibcner joc: Jt iie &s: asxUur. Kmti. tif 
Pietersbtng, about 9 inks by xaS, an^ amama^ if a saisn^ ndn^ wHuiMir, ftuAmui tr ^riua 
indications of what one locfa iac n ^omecDaa. wa±L adsiw 0ca« a: JKine Mjisaudnait at 
an early date was a inyilaii B f ymrms^ xms^ ±e taeacR ic a mi:^ inrsm^ stoc iiiitui%' »& 
as well as the last pott m mt Tsaanaaot fcr tfe luoawtvi isaeaeL 

Considenbie iotocas s <tji> ftrcf a& cte jiaee '»i nezznxEC v^ m tvin#S!SU(iL writi. tf#e: w»f 
of 1881. A fort, of wUdb dbe ■Banni <aa sell be leex, ma leus n* a Itir;^ tf tut vwc yytf- 
(Wilts)^ who resisted afi cJofH cf iie encaif a> andohce x. 

The garrison, ondcx Captaoa Goeeau we» scKKiied 31 a unie ^aeismvfK icjr^, ^j'jaMj^/^fietf 
surrounded by faarixd wve; :&e OKft ouiang rtwfxnaeta ' sa *«rj ^Jim^jg^m^ nm^^ lum^ 
enclosure in * tin * faiwnnacm. 

Naaga Briigt. — K mA dfr.irfiiiitf nr woa finnahcd fbun 2ua perwjt v^ p«fC a vf «fi^ 
carrying the railway <N«ra ttuo^ Hocailf loEWNm as the %x^ if^ae tvs^^fXfvtiffysn ^ » ttii^ 
to the north. 

Holkmi's Dr^ — Hdand't Dcftr ^ Zand ftiv^r Brid^ ae »!ae ;^Mt Knitviwatf ^ ik#C 
about four and a half inks fp9B MirrfMsrn^^ waa ousB^ut^ 9x ^lut yfiey^0^ 1/ yu^tf <s«cj{ tijit 
large iron bridge acms dbe Zaid Kjki^ and die fanla ^.fiftmnit^ tut aqo^ar ^sijiyt; Ivf ^^^ 
engines. 

The gaxrisan of tins piMt, aadbr f a'lin aiair Besu&vKo, wm i^nt0!< n. "^jm^ u<^j»£i<^ii#^ 
on either side of the fine. 

The abofe poate laeie hdd by dbe wyiij <iara^ iie smmxIm ^ /sflutitf#( j^O/* ^yv/ 

TVo/iv .£!i»nrft.— One of Ae dMica wttdi feil !i(V :^ ^..vnsviif 9 v.. ytr^m 9^ U^h^h,^ 
train escorts from Pirtnitinn to Xy h mi ^nL tMXjr% ^ ; 'i4b'>!r aru( ^< ^Ai^jjm0%umm^^^jr, 
officers and men tiawefcd m Mm/mmA mekk, Tiia fixicf wm iyuM^C i«yx m ^ ^mi^.* ^/v 
after the onlbctnnate aMr af jalf ^Ifcy wtoit Leoteiumr A. r> l^nr m#c mmt '/ v^ ^^>«r 
lost their lives in a gdbm tmemft to aa«e iie :aa ttu^ t*«tt i«sin^ m «v>v^ y.^ ^i^ # 1,1^ 
been derailed by a party af Bocm 

On lodi Angon; a mmkm Wtftrnfi wm mi^ vt a vmt 3!«ji»«d4««4^ v^.4M>!Pf Wkfti^^^^ 
and Naboomspmit, ftwf —t 1 ly vidHwc any mMat f>r iue ;|»m W4<t»K« #^JL^>«^ >/ 
ours was menti oned m dopaldMi fM^ Ma AdisKe t^ip^sMM A>»i«u!f» #^ ^ ^'^-^i^ V 
the escort, which oonlMMd dbe hl aa in ns^^^ iw a m wi ynei ^Uisiiit m< 4mm y / ^ 
company :—Seqjeant 8 ie i ii% Gaffoal laanwr^ f»«a CanQr, ^yVcuMC ITmhi^^.^ ^.^i^ 

a 
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W. Stewart, Russell, and White. Private Russell was hit in the eye, during the firing, bfl 
splinter, which made his removal to hospital necessary. He was invalided home. 

7>¥>(.— Shortly after the company had returned to headquarters at Pietenboi]^ we 
warned to hold ourselves in readiness to join Colonel Grenfell's column ; definite oiden 
received on Wednesday, 21st August, G Company being warned at the same time fcr 
duty. 

A start was made next morning at 4 a.m., Colonel Scott, CB., and the adjutant veni 
the station to see us off; after a slow journey, Nylstroom— Grenfell's headquaitt 
reached at 6.30 a.m. on the 23rd, the previous night having been spent at NaboomspniiL 

A few hours were occupied in making preparations previous to the start, which was 
at 2 p.m. 

Grenfell had moved earlier in the day to Witklip with the mounted men and 
companies of infantr)'. Our orders were to take out the convoy to him. His cohnnii 
composed of the following:— ist Kitchener's Fighting Scouts, 12th Mounted lubotq^j 
20th Mounted Infantry, 4 companies Northamptons, and 2 companies Gordons; 
fifteen-pounder field guns of the 85th battery. Royal Field Artillery, two pompoms, aal 
galloping Colt gun. 

August 26M. — On Monday, 26th August, the column moved out at 4 
that night at Honningfontein or Doornkop, where the company had its first 
picket work, their duty being to hold the pass and guard the camp. 

August 21th. — Moved off at 5 a.m., picket withdrawing at 7.30 and forming rear 
Advance guard engaged the Boers at 5.30, who held a strong position at the near end 
Taranti Straat. Entire column camped here about 4 p.m. Result of engagement— 1 
loss, 2 killed, 16 wounded, 8 captured ; ours, mi, 

August 2%th. — Started 12.15 p.m. as escort to guns, marched 16 miles to Bodet-j 
houtkloof. 

August iqth and 30M. — Started at 7 a.m., halted Zand River Poort 10.30 a.m. till 8 pJk, 
marched by moonlight till 3 a.m. and encamped at Koolfontein or Tambootierand. Oaf j 
struck at noon and reached Middlefontein at 3 p.m. 

August 2,1st. — In camp. 

September ist. — Started at 12 noon without a convoy, mounted troops pursue retieiU| 
Boers, who scatter. Arrive Weltewreden 6.30. 

September 2 W.— Patrol to hill about 8 miles S.W. (overlooking Stad). 

September T^rd. — Started at 7 p.m. for night trek. 

September ^th. — Arrive about 5 miles from Donkerpoort, halt for half-an-hour, tba 
company marched to base and split, half to Koppies on left, remainder through pass ^ 
half retire at 4.30 p.m. for breakfast). 

September ^ih. — Reveille 3.30, halted 10 a.m., Rhenosterfontein, or Ellofs Faim. 

September 6th. — Ellofs Farm, left i p.m., arrive Middlefontein 4.30. 

September ith. — Ox convoy arrived, started at 8 a.m., arrived Donfontein. 

September Zth. — Reveille 4.30, trekked to Weldefontein, where the mounted ti«i|i| 
advanced on a large party of Boers strongly posted, losing 2 killed, 7 wounded. Boer^Io*! 
not known. 

September ()th. — Left i p.m. and marched to within 5 miles of Nybtroom. 

September loth. — Arrive Nylstroom (Lombard's Farm), and encamp until l^oesdi^ 
17th September. 
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arrival of the remainder, who were delayed at Liverpool, we left for the base. On the eiei 
our departure, the following appeared in the battalion orders : — 

1st Battalion the Gordon Highlanders. 
Battalion Orders by Lieutenant-Colonel F. Macbban, CB., CoMMANDiNa 

Prttaria^ 26fA Aprii^ 1902. 

Farewell order, — In bidding farewell to the Volunteer Service Company, the CommuMSnj 
Officer wishes to record his high appreciation of their services. 

On joining the ist battalion from the and in January, 1902, they brought with thenaj 
excellent reputation which, by their soldier-like qualities and discipline, has been cnhanoei| 
during the period they have been with this battalion. 

The G.O.C. and C.R.E. Pretoria District have both spoken very highly of theexcdkil 
work they have done in placing East Fort in a satisfactory state of defence. 

All ranks of the ist Battalion The Gordon Highlanders much regret losing the 
of Captain Green and his fine company, and wish them a safe return home. 

By order, 

W. E. GORDON, Captain and Adjutant 

Cape Town. — On arrival at Cape Town we were encamped at Green Point Camp. 

Captain. — While here the company lost Captain Green, who had elected to remain ai 
take charge of the 4th Service Company, and with much regret we parted from hia 
Lieutenant R. A. Henderson took over command on 3rd May. 

Embark, — On 15th May, what was left of us embarked on His Majesty's Tnmspiii 
" Dilwara." 

Promotion. — Private 8299 B. E. Crockett was gazetted on 23rd April to a ai 
lieutenancy in the 2nd Gordons^ and returned to England with us before joining 10 
battalion in India. 

An interesting ceremony took place in the square of Castlehill Barracks, Abcr 
deen, on Saturday, Nth September, 1901, when war medals were presented to those 
members of the Volunteer Service Companies who had returned from the frooL 
There were present representatives from all the six Gordon Volunteer Battalioos» 
and, after a prayer by the Rev. James Brebner, Forgue (whose son was still at tbc 
front, and who received his son's medal). Lord Aberdeen pinned the medals upon the 
breasts of the county volunteers, while Lord Provost Fleming performed a simibf 
office for the city volunteers. 

4th Service Company. 

The 4th Service Company was also composed of men drawn from the different 
Gordon Volunteer Battalions and the London Scottish, and of the recently fonncd 
Liverpool Scottish, officially known as the 8th (Scottish) Volunteer Battalion King's 
Liverpool Regiment. The officers were Lieutenant G. A. S. Chedbum, and Lieutenaflt 
John Watson of the Liverpool Scottish, a son of the recently deceased Rev. i^ 
Watson, D.D., the well-known Liverpool divine and author (" Ian Maclaren'O* Afttf 
training for some time in Aberdeen, they left the city on 2nd March, 1902, all 
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me — he is a Highlander himself, and I have no doubt he did not perhaps minimise the good 
work that they had done — and the soldierly manner in which he spoke of the way in wUch 
the City Imperial Volunteers and the volunteer company of the Gordon Highlanders bdmcdi 
quite delighted me. I have always felt since what a strength it was out in South Aftka 
to have the volunteer element there after the first stage of the war. They did most exodkst 
service throughout, and it is to them, which I may call the citizen part of our army, we nM 
look in the future to form the great reserve for this country. 

There is also a handsome memorial in the St. Columba (Scottish Presbyterian) 
Church, Pont Street, Sloane Square, to the members of the London Scottish who 
fell in this war. 

Gordon Highlanders. 

On the Castle Esplanade, Edinburgh, there is a memorial to the Gordoo 
Highlanders who fell and died of wounds and disease in the campaign, including the 
members of the Service Companies, in the form of a tablet inscribed to the oiBceff 
and men of the Gordon Highlanders who lost their lives in the South African War 
(1899-1902). It contains a list of those who fell, including seven members of the 
Service Companies. 

4th V.B.G.H. Donside Highlanders. 

In Huntly, the quarters of A Company, there are in the Drill Hall two memoral 
tablets of brass, mounted in oak — one is in memory of Private John Copland, ti 
A Company, who died at Petersburg, Transvaal, on 26th May, 1901. The inscrip- 
tion states that the tablet was placed there by his comrades in South Africa and bis 
friends in A Company. The second is to the members of A Company who served io 
the war, and contains the names of the eleven men who served from this company. 

In the Public Hall, Insch, there is a handsome brass tablet erected by the officers* 
non-commissioned officers, and men of the Insch Company (C), to the memory of 
Private William Bennett of that company, who died at Johannesburg, 8th June, while 
in service with the 1st Service Company. 

5th V.B.G.H. Deeside Highlanders. 

In the Parish Church of Torphins there is a tablet in Rubislaw granite, 
with a suitable inscription, to the memory of Private Peter M'Gillivray, of the 
Torphins section of A Company (Banchory), who, while on active service, died of 
enteric fever. There is also in Fetteresso Parish Church a brass tablet to the 
memory of Private Peter Stuart, of K Company, who was killed at Lydenburg; 
and a stone (subscribed for by the members of the corps) is also erected over his 
grave at Lydenburg. 

In the Parish Church at Laurencekirk there is, with suitable inscription, a tablet 
to the memory of Private G. VV. Middleton, who was killed at Doornkop on 29th May, 
1900, and to Private J. Massie, of the 2nd Black Watch, who was killed at 
Magersfontein, 11th December, 1899, both members of the Laurencekirk Company. 
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A memorial tablet, reproduced as one of our illu8trationt» was erected in the Drill 
Hall, Schoolhill, Aberdeen, by the officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of the 
battalion to preserve a lasting record of the services of their comrades. 

The tablet contains the names, rank, and regimental numbers of all members of 
the 1st V.B.G.H. who served in South Africa in the Service Comfumies; there were, 
however, at least three other members of the corps who from the fact that they served 
with other corps, do not figure in any of the pubh'shed local lists. These were Captain 
D. B. Hislop, who served with the Cameronians; Lieutenant W. G. Dixon, who served 
with the C.I.V. ; and Sergeant J. S. M. Saunders of U Company, who served in the 
2nd Scottish Horse, and who was killed in action. 

A set of beautiful memorial windows, designed by Mr. Douglas Strachan, also 
reproduced here by kind permission of the Reverend Dr. M'Clymont, V.D., was 
erected in Holburn Street Parish Church, with the following gracefully-worded 
inscription thereon, which tells its own story: — 

Memorial Windows 

Erected by public subscription, headed by King Edward, 

Colonel-in-Chief of the Territorial Regiment, 

In honour of the 
242 Gordon Highlanders 
Who gave their lives for the Empire in the South African War, 

Including members of the 

Volunteer Service Companies, 

^Vho for the first time in British history fought side by side with Regular Forces 

And with Colonial Troops. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Individual Artillery Companies; 3rd, afterwards 1st, Aberdeenshire 

Artillery Volunteer Corps, now 1st Aberdeenshire Royal 

Garrison Artillbrv (Volunteers). 

Readers may recollect that when the invasion scare startled Britain in 1794, the first 
volunteer corps formed was an artillery company, and they were busy at work some- 
time before the rifle volunteers were equipped for drill. The reverse was the case in 
1859, but this was no fault of the artillery volunteers; it was the want of batteries 
and heavy guns. One of the results of long immunity from invasion scares had been 
an utter neglect of the fortifications of the coast, and an equally callous neglect to 
the warnings of the Duke of Wellington and such other distinguished experts as 
Sir John Burgoyne; and now when artillery was wanted, it was found that before 
the men could be utilized, forts and batteries had to be erected or repaired, and 
equipped with guns. In Aberdeen, the Town Council — and in the county, the noble- 
men, heritors, etc. — called upon the Government to place the derelict batteries round 
the Aberdeenshire coast in a satisfactory condition, and to equip and man them. 
The Government intimated in August, 1859, in answer to a memorial on the subject, 
that measures were in progress for preparing the armament of the new battery on the 
North Beach, and that it was intended during that year to proceed with the works of 
the battery near Shortness Point; but with reference to manning them, the War 
OfRce threw upon local authorities the duty of manning batteries for the defence of 
coast works and harbours. It was November, however, before it was, in a semi-official 
manner, intimated in The Times that Her Majesty's Government were prepared to 
assist artillery corps both with guns and ammunition. Immediately after this 
intimation, the Lord Provost (Anderson) called a preliminary meeting, in the Town 
Hail, of the principal shipbuilders, ironfounders, manufacturers, and others. It was 
held on 24th November, 1859; and, after the correspondence with the War OfRce 
had been submitted and Captain Warren, R.N., heard on the subject, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted: — 

I. That this meeting having heard Captain WoireD, R-N., and olher gentlemen, in 
e^lanttion of the proposal to establish a Battery and Marine Artillery Corps in Aberdeen, is 
of opinion that erery eocomagenient should be given to the establishment of such a corps. 
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a. That the meeting highly approve of the raising of a Volunteer Field Artillery Oxps^ 
for which, they have reason to believe, a general desire exists in the city. 

3. That the following gentlemen, with power to add to their number : — 



The Lord Provost, 

The Dean of Guild, 

Mr. Hood, 

Mr. Buyers, 

Mr. John Jamieson, 



Sir Thomas Blaikie, 
Mr. William Hall, 
Mr. James Milne, 
Mr. John Duthie, jun., 
Mr. William Duthie, jun., 



be appointed a Committee to take steps for carrying out the above resolutions ; and thit 
Mr. Charles Warrack be requested to act as Honorary Secretary. 

4. That the best thanks of the meeting are due to Captain Warren and to the Lord 

Provost. 

ALEX. ANDERSON, Provost 

An advertisement was immediately inserted in the local press, calling upon the 
hardy ship carpenters of Messrs. Hall, Hood, and Duthie, to initiate a large and 
formidable force '* ready to give the tricolour an uncomfortably warm reception.'* 

Another meeting was held on 16th December, under the presidency of Mr. 
John Jamieson, merchant, when those present unanimously and enthusiastically 
resolved to form themselves into an Artillery Company, and to offer their services 
to Her Majesty. 

But the shipbuilders and ironfounders had already taken a much more important 
and practical step. Two firms — Messrs. Thomson, Catto, Buchanan, & Company 
(the predecessors of Hall, Russell, & Company), and Messrs. Blaikie Brothers — each 
furnished a fully-equipped battery from among their own employees; and to this 
splendid act of patriotism and generosity, the artillery corps of the City of Aberdeen 
owes its existence. All, however, combined heartily to bring about the desired result, 
and by the end of 1859 three corps were busy drilling in different parts of the town 
alongside the newly-formed rifle corps. The corps thus formed were as follows : — 

No. 3 (and May, i860). 

Captain — George Thomson. 
\st Lieutenant — John Catto. 
2nd Lieutenant — G. W. Thomson. 

No. 4 (14th April, i860). 

Captain — William Forsyth. 
15/ Lieutenant — Andrew Jopp. 
2nd Lieutenant — William Ramage. 

No. 6. 

Captain — John Blaikie. 

\st Lieutenant — Peter Duguid. 

2nd Lieutenant — Theodore Blaikie. 



The Volunteers of To-day. mi 



The non-commissioned officers of No. 4 corps were an followN \ 

Sirgiants, 

James M'Donald, land surveyor, company sergeant; Williiiu (lam^if^ Ait0rd00ti Ihri^l^ i 
Charles Shepherd, Aberdeen Steam Navigation Company ; Andrew John«ii>nr, wriur. 

Corporals. 

James Clyne, jun., Gallowgate; John Innes Garden, John Street; Ge//fg« M. IVirMlny, 
Commercial Bank ; Patrick Gatherer, writer. 

Bomifardurs. 

John Gray, Bffarket Street; Alexander B. Sheriffs, lithiigra(>lier ; WilliiMii UmmHA, 
painter; James Davidson, cabinetmaker. 

The Ist Kincardine Artillery Volunteers, which shortly aittefwairdu bscaitM pBft M 
the brigade, were formed at a meeting held at Stonehaven on iHh Dtccitmtmrf iHM, 
The first company officers were : — 

Captain — ^Alexander Inoes. 
LumUm ami Chuin Gordon UxAnaUon. 
2nd Ueuienani-^ WiUiaai Tbomson. 

The two latter were S M C c ee d e d by Ueuten^utt i^mem TindMi skn4 tMaiMnani 
James Crocket 

The Stondiaveo comfiaiiy^ ^tter a few years' prosperity, dwindUcd in nu$nSmfn, uM 
finally, in May, IMO, was leducedL At this time ttie ^/ftk;ers were tA'dynr inmm ^4 
Cowie) and Major Crodket, Sloodunrefi. After a bipse ^A ntc^Kn y€un$ tim ^Hhfmty 
was resusdtated, witli tlie late Mr. A. W<mA as captain^ Mr. t}^vi4 T^^rry m 
sergeant of the ori^siaal cx ws ip ai i y ^pf^esetit Fr^/rost ^/f M//o<^haye#iy iiKuUni^^, Mn4 
Mr. G. S. Cainl, iun^ tad t i e m ten i tnt 

Like the rifle voliietieefv, each cotrnpsMy was at 0rst aii $nAi(yc4^t4^H ^;^/ri^, wiHii$ 
entirely separate and dintinct jtdmmmmM/n. Ho. Z dritWA m '4 tAwA m Wj^i^^^/ 
Quay, and ai logd wood was a0 k pomupimtd w ph^^ ^A 'j^ n^i- t<o^ 4, i0fi4 ii^iU-^iy 
also No. 7, dnUed om the promiA §oor <jf lA^ V^jyiatorm^M %*uMfry, fi^^i 4*^>^%^A , 104U 
No. 6 used a vacant ioit as the Footidbe fr^/rj W^^rlts. i^M t^/r t(,s^o i^it/J^^ iim 
members had only a woodem moAd d a %^.n»»<kr i^v^f;, fo;»udk i/^ #iMr^/>«^4v4c« 
Till 1861 the qttadnn^ <A MMMud Cvlk:^^ wm ^as^ ^ .^ f^»#>M^v y/o*^tt4 "Mmt 
additional company Olio. 7> was tormi4 m )<K^ ti^ ^.4fc<>t^#*t Wf>;^ . 
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It is noteworthy that the Aberdeen Artillery was represented at the first Royal 
Review at Edinburgh by the 4th Corps, consisting of 35 rank and file and 3 
officers — Captain Forsyth, Lieutenant Andrew Jopp, and 2nd Lieutenant William 
Ramage — {See chapter on Reviews), 

After a time administrative brigades were formed throughout the country, and the 
one of which the four Aberdeen batteries formed a part consisted of the four city 
batteries previously described, the Peterhead and Fraserburgh batteries, and the 
Kincardineshire corps, viz., Stonehaven, Bervie, Johnshaven, and St. Cyrus. This 
brigade was, on 21st May, 1862, placed under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. Cosmo Gordon of Fyvie, and Mr. Alexander Innes of Cowie was, on 20th October, 
1864, gazetted major. As adjutant, the brigade obtained the services of Lieutenant 
Kinnear, who, on 4th November, 1865, received the rank of captain, and, on 26th 
October, 1880, the rank of honorary major. 

On 10th March, 1863, on the occasion of the marriage of the Prince of Wales 
(King Edward VII.), the four corps held a gala day in honour of the event, and the 
officers decided, on the suggestion of Lieutenant Youngson, to furnish the men with 
a luncheon of beef and bread, a bottle of beer or porter, and two glasses of wine. 

The four corps united in erecting a large wooden structure on the site of the old 
poultry market, Queen Street (now Mr. Coutts*s aerated water factory). In addition to 
this erection, the different corps rented rooms in the adjoining properties, and the 
Gymnasium, as it was called, continued to be the headquarters of the corps 
till 1884, when the battalion removed to its present headquarters in North Silver 
Street. 

The corps, with commendable enterprise, also united in holding a bazaar, to pay 
the cost of erecting and equipping the Gymnasium. The bazaar was held in the 
Music Hall on Friday and Saturday, the 26th and 27th March, 1863, and JE400 
clear was realised. The Gymnasium cost £332 8s. Id., and gymnastic apparatus 
£24 9s. 

It is interesting to compare the cost of the humble Gymnasium of 1862 with that 
of the present spacious headquarters of the corps. These consist of a large gun 
shed, armoury and gun store, muster room, band room, officers' and sergeants* mess, 
with accommodation for staflF sergeants, etc., and were erected at a cost of £3150. 

The first statement of strength appears in the Officers' Minute Book on 30th 
November, 1864, and is as follows: — 

Effectives, ....... 240 

Non-effectives, 91 

Supernumeraries, ..... 30 

Total, . 361 

The years 1863-4-5-6 were signalised by efforts to organise a battalion band, a 
number of instruments of the old City Band having been offered gratuitously, but after 
prolonged negotiations one of the batteries objected, and the scheme was for the time 
Hbandonedf 
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A regular record of the Inspector's Report of the annual inspection does not 
appear to have been kept. There are, however, a few reports which may be referred 
to for information upon that important event. On 6th July, 1865, a brigade order 
was issued by Lieutenant-Colonel Cosmo Gordon, containing a letter from the 
Inspecting Officer, Colonel Mackinnon, C.B., Royal Artillery, in the course of which 
he said: — 

I beg you will convey to them that I was very much pleased at the well-dressed and 
soldier-like manner in which they appeared on parade, the manner in which they marched 
past and performed their battalion movements, and also their line drill at the artillery gun 
competitions. 

The annual returns for that year showed a total membership of 357, consisting of 
315 effectives and 42 non-effectives. 

In 1866 the corps took part in the review of the whole county and city volunteers 
before the Lord Lieutenant, the annual inspection by Colonel J. R. Anderson, C.B., 
taking place at the same time; and in an order, dated Nth July, the commanding 
officer congratulated the men on the favourable opinion expressed by the 
inspecting officer, and on their most creditable appearance at the review, and 
specially thanked Captain and Adjutant Kinnear for his unwearied zeal and attention 
to his duties. He further stated that he had a just and proper pride in having such a 
body of men under his command. 

On 20th September, the corps took part in the ceremony of the inauguration of 
the statue erected to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, the unveiling of which was 
performed by H.R.H. The Prince of Wales. 

There is no further mention made of inspections till 1874, when it is re- 
corded that the inspecting officer commented strongly upon the dirty state of 
the arms. 

On 26th August, 1871, Captain Forsyth was appointed brigade major, but he 
continued to retain his rank of captain of the 4th corps till April, 1874, when he 
resigned. 

The brigade staff was as follows : — 

Lieutenant' Colonels. 

W. Cosmo Gordon of Fjrvic, 21st May, 1862 ; died 23rd Decemljer, 1879. 
Francis William Garden-Campbell, 23rd December, 1879. 

Majors. 

Alex. Innes (of Cowie), 20th October, 1864. 
William Forsyth, 26th August, 1871. 

Adjutant. 
Lieutenant James Kinnear, i860; Captain, 4th November, 1865. 
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The officers of the foregoing four corps, from the inception of the corps in 1859 
till consolidation in August, 1874, were as follows : — 



3rd ABERDEENSHIRE ARTILLERY VOLUNTEER CX)RPS. 

CAPTAINS. 



Name. 


Date of 


PrevioM Record and Date of ReagnadoB. 


George Thomson, 

John Crombie 


2nd May, i860 
20Ch July, 1865 


Resigned 5th September, 1864. 

2nd Lieutenant, 23rd September, 1861 ; itt Ueatenant, 96cli 
April, 1865. Transferred to Rifles, 9th September, 1874. 



1st lieutenants. 



ni AvwiJi 


DateoT 
Committioo. 




S%wumM% 


frevKMU Recora and iJate or lri«HiMiiijii, 


John Catto 

James Smith, .... 
James Clyne, .... 


2nd May, i860 
20ih July, 1865 
nth April, 1870 


Resigned 2nd April, 1865. 

Resigned i Ith April, 187a 

2nd Lieutenant, 20th July, 1865. Resigned 8th April, 1874. 



2nd LIEUTENANTS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Commusion. 


Previous Record and Date of RedgnatioD. 


George W. Thomson, . 

William Adam, .... 


2nd May, i860 
nth April, 1870 


Resigned 30th July, 1873. 



4th ABERDEENSHIRE ARTILLERY VOLUNTEER CORPS. 

CAPTAINS. 



Name. 



William Forsyth, . 
John Sharp Henderson, 
John Fraser, . 



Date of 
Commission. 



14th April, i860 
22nd April, 1874 



Previous Record and Date of Resignatioa. 



Resigned 22nd April, 1874. 

1st Lieutenant, 8th June. 1866. Resigned 8th April, 1874. 

Sub- Lieutenant, 22nd April, 1874. 
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1st lieutenants. 



Naiba. 


Dtfot 






tnreriOQS Keoora and iMte of Kcsipuutoo. 








jw Jopp, .... 
.m Ramage, .... 


14th April, 1S60 
7th August, 1861 


Resigned 20U1 July, 1861. 

2nd Lieatenant, 14th April, i86a Resigned 8th June, i86d. 



2nd UEUTENANTS. 



Name. 


Date</ 
Coflunisaoo. 


Previous Record and Date of Redgnation. 


» Shepherd, 

5. Stnart, .... 


7th August, 1861 
8th Jane, 1866 


Resigned 4th Jaly, 1862. 
Resigned iith Febmary, 1874. 



6th ABERDEENSHIRE ARTILLERY VOLUNTEER CORPS. 

CAPTAINS. 



Name. 


Date of 
CommiMion. 


Date of 
Resignation. 


Previoos Reoord. 


Blaikie, .... 
■lay, , . . . . 

Ogston, .... 


9th Feb., i860 
I2th Sept, 1866 

i6th May, 1870 


1st Dec, 1862 
i6thB€ay, 1870 


2nd lieutenant, 12th Mav, 1865; ist 
lieutenant, 19th July, 1865. 

Lieutenant, 27th NoTember, 1866. 



1st lieutenants. 



Name. 



Duguid, 

m George Jamieson, . 



Date of 
Comnissioo. 



9th Feb., i860 
6th June, 1870 



Date of 
Resignation. 



27th Not., 1866 



Previoos Record. 



2nd UEUTENANTS. 



Name. 



ore Blaikie, 
Nf ac£urlane, . 
''erguson Duncan, 
^slie Jamieson, . 
G. R. Cooper, . 



Date of 
Comminion. 



9th Feb., i860 
I2th March, 1863 
27th Nov., 1866 
28th Sept,, 1870 
31st Blay, 1873 



Date of 
Rff«gnati<w. 



loth Feb., 1863 
27th Nov., 1866 
28th Sept, 1870 
31st May, 1873 



• • . • • I 



Preidons Record. 



Musketry Instnutor — Lieutenant John Alex. Mann, 6th 3^^^t \%1^* 

S 
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7TH ABERDEENSHIRE ARTILLERY VOLUNTEER CORPS. 

CAPTAINS. 





Date of 
CommisMon. 


Date of 




iNUllV* 


nwiotti Ksoora. 


Andrew Jopp, .... 

T. A. W. A. Youngson, 

George Wilkie, .... 


23rd Sept., 1 86 1 
19th July, 1865 
i6th March, 187 1 


i6th March, 187 1 


Lieutenant, 14th April, i86a 

1st Lieotenmnty a3rd September, 1S61. 

2nd Lieutenant, 28th September, il 
1st Lieotenant, a6th November, 18: 



1st lieutenants. 



Name. 


Date of 
Commiitioa. 


Date of 
Rcsignatioo. 


Pnvwsi ReconL 


John Crombie, .... 


23TdNov., 1865 




2nd Ltentenant, 23rd September, 1861. 


John Hay, 


19th July, 1865 


■ • • • • 


2nd Lieotenant, 12th May, 1865. 


David C. Fraser, .... 


14th Feb., 1866 


26th Nov., 1870 




James Rodger, .... 


23rd Oct., 1868 


26th Nov., 1870 




Forbes Manson, .... 


26th Nov., 1870 


30th July, 1873 




George W. Robertson, . 


i6th March, 187 1 


9th Sept., 1874 


2nd Lieutenant, 26ih November, 187a 



2nd LIEUTENANTS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Commission. 


Date of 
Resignation. 


Prerioaa Record. 


Alexander Ogston, 

James A. S. Grant, 

James Davidson, .... 

James M*Call Fehersen, 

John B. Nicol, .... 


14th Feb., 1866 
14th April, 1868 
26th Nov., 1870 
1 6th March, 187 1 
3rd March, 1871 


26th Nov., 1870 
28th Sept., 1870 
3rd March, 1871 
30th July, 1873 





SURGEONS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Commission. 


Date of 
Resignation. 


Previous ReconL 


Charles M. Macquibban, M.D., . 
James Rodger, M.D., . 


24th SepL, 186 1 
26th Nov., 1870 


• • • • • 


• • ■ • • • 

Assistant Surgeon. 
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In August^ 1874, the amalganiation took place, and from that time till 1880 the 
inited corps was known as the drd Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteer Corps. 
The following letter is copied from the Order Book : — 

IVar Office^ ^h August, 1874. 

Sir, 

Agreeably with your recommendation of 23rd ultimo, I am directed by His Royal 

Highness the Field Marshal Commanding-in-Chief to inform you that he approves of the 

amalgamation of the 3rd, 4th, 6th, and 7th Aberdeen Artillery Volunteer Corps from this 

date. The corps will be called the 3rd Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteer Corps, and having 

an establishment of — 

5 Captains. 

5 Subalterns. 

I Acting Chaplain. 

I Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

400 of all ranks. 

All officers at present supernumerary to this establishment may retain their commission, and 
will be absorbed as vacancies occur. 

I am further to inform you that Captain Youngson's name will be submitted for Her 
Majesty's approval to bear the title of captain commandant, and he may be recommended for 
a majority in the brigade when a vacancy occurs. 

A corps of five batteries is not entitled to a major under existing regulations, the second 
foot note of the table of establishment, page 47 of the Volunteer Regulations, 1863, having 
been cancelled by clause 9 of Auxiliary and Reserve Forces Circulars, 1872. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

G. WOLSELEY, Major-General. 

The batteries of the corps thus consolidated were permanently designated as 

ollows : — 

Late 3rd Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteers to be No. i Battery. 

Late 4th Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteers to be No. 2 Battery. 

Late 6th Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteers to be No. 3 Battery. 

Late 7th Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteers (A) to be No. 4 Battery. 

7th Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteers (B) to be No. 5 Battery. 

Captain Youngson was formally gazetted as captain commandant on 19th August, 
874. 

The first public event that the new corps was called on to attend was the laying 
)f the foundation stone of the North Pier extension on Saturday, the 5th Septem- 
)er, 1874. The whote corps attended, and a special detachment of 50 men (10 from 
iach battery) was 1 under Captain Ogston to fire a royal salute on the 

iompletion of the cerem< • In the same month. Captain John Crombie, who had 
»een associated witi Formed battery since its f oundatioti m V^^1> \xrdC(v&\^Tx^^ 

S2 
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his services to the Rifle Volunteers, and Lieutenant Willisun O. Jamieson was 
gazetted captain. 

The first statement of strength of the united con>8 shows that, at 31st October, 
1874, it was made up as follows: — officers, 6; sergeants, 25; efficients, 329; non- 
efficients, 21; total = 381, out of a total maximum establishment of 400. Their first 
inspection took place on Friday and Saturday, 18th and 19th June, 1875, and Ae 
opinion of the inspecting officer copied into the Order Book is as follows : — 

The battalion gun dnll and exercises at mounting and dismounting were well performed, 
and the corps shows a considerable advance in efficiency. 

In September, 1877, the establishment was increased from 5 to 6 batteries, and the 
maximum establishment was authorised to be : — 

I lieutenant-colonel, i major, 6 captains, 6 lieutenants and 3 2nd lieutenants, i quarter- 
master, I acting chaplain ; 480 men of all ranks, divided into 6 batteries, 

but the appointment of lieutenant-colonel and major could not be made till there were 
corresponding vacancies in the brigade. In consequence of the above order, tbe 
following arrangements were made : — 

Captains Ogston and Wilkie were relieved of their respective batteries and 
appointed acting majors of the right wing batteries 1, 2, and 3, and left wing batteries 
4, 5, and 6 respectively ; Lieutenant Sutherland took over the right half of Na 3 
Battery, which became No. 3 Battery ; Captain Nicol took over the left half, 
which became No. 6 Battery ; Lieutenants Cook and Milnd took charge of batteries 
No. 4 and 5 respectively. The strength of each battery was fixed at a maximum of 
60 rank and file. At the end of this year, the establishment consisted of 11 officers, 
30 sergeants, 379 efficients, and 40 non-efficients ; total = 460 ; while the capitation 
grant earned was £671. The inspecting officers reported that: — 

The battalion drill of the 3rd Aberdeenshire was very good, but there is a bad habit 
which obtains much, of crowding the men on parade ; they stand too close to one another. 

In August, 1878, a detachment of 20 men went to camp at Shoeburyness. The 
report of the inspection of this year bears that the whole brigade was in a satisfactory 
state, and the Aberdeen battalion had reached its maximum strength of 480, and had 
earned a capitation grant of £817. In 1879, the corps attained the maximum strength 
of 530. 

On 23rd December, 1879, Brigade Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding W. Cosmo 
Gordon died, and the command of the brigade devolved on Lieutenant-Colood 
Francis William Garden-Campbell, of Troup, Banffshire. 

On 18th May, 1880, by War Office order, a scheme of consolidating the artillery 
brigades by counties was adopted, and in terms thereof, the Aberdeen City Artillery 
Volunteer Corps and the 1st Administrative Brigade of Aberdeen Artillery Volunteers 
ceased to exist, and became a single corps, with headquarters at Aberdeen — with tbe 
title, 1st Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteer Corps; the commissions of Lieutenaot- 
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Colonel Youngson and Major Ogstoo lapsed, and they became 2nd Colonel and 2nd 
Major respectively of the new corpc The authorised c^stablishment of the new corps 
was as follows: — 2 lieutenant-coloods, 2 majors, 13 captains, 13 lieutenants, 7 2nd 
lieutenants, 1 adjutant, 1 quarter-master, 1 surgeon, and 1040 of all ranks, divided into 
13 batteries, embracing die 3rd and 5Cfa Aberdeenshire, the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
Banffshire, and 1st Kincardineshire Artillery Volunteer Corps. 

The following figures show the p ro gf rt Mm of the corps from the date of amalga- 
mation in 1874 to the end of 1879: — 



Year. 


Efficients^ 


CsplUSJCS OtJBDC 


V«r. 


37'y 
4^7 


^>|;tl«tion Otiini 


1874 

1875 
1876 


1 

329 
354 

354 


623 to 
631 ic* 


1^7 
i*7« 


^671 10 

817 10 

878 



The following is a list of tlie <j 
consolidation scheme above mmticwrd 



of tlxe unit^ c/^p« fr#/rn 1874 I ill thtt 
cajoae into operati/^ ; 



Bsi^AJMt Sr^rf i^i:^^. 



.Y" 



Majors— AloL Innef; WlflinD Fvrijih ''jwojp&fcC tit«y, i^;,, t*o>5t ^PtM^^^h V^ M«y, i88<^ 
AdjutatU — HoDOiary Mjyor J. 



3rd ABEKDEEKSHIEE AfcllLJJLA^V \OV:%MXit ^/Jky>. 



T. A. W. A. YoufM^ 



ujbmaf ATT ^//^'j^u. 



jCHk* 



^^ Afc /y(*W i''<«/ /^ « 






James OgstoOt 






UA.y/k 



Xm0 y 



/ v,/,/ « y, , /. « 



•^ /»'4H4fi«*- :>.y 
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George G. Wilkie, 

Willum George Jsmicsoi 

John B. Nicol, 

John FiMei, 

Getit|^ Milne Cook, ■ 

Di. F. M. Mailland Moil 

Alex. S. SuiberUnd, . 

G«oif;e Milne, 

WiUUm B. Avery, 



9th SepL, 1874 I 7lh July, 1875 
Mlh Oct., 1874 34lh April. t88o 
I4ih Jin.. 18S0 



i4ih Sept., 1877 
I 14th Sept.. 1S77 
■ 4lh Feb., 1880 

i 

I loih April, 1880 
lit May, 1880 



i«J4i 1 
■874; 1 

187s I ; 

ind Lieutcnuit, tu Ai^., 1877 : Lieaici 



LIEUTENANTS AND 2nd UEUTENAKTS. 



Nunc. 


c^t^. 


DauoT 


PiHiHuRmcd. 


William Leslie Thom«.n. . 


' toth Oct., 1874 






William Williams, 






3o.h Jane, 1875 




Robeil Milne. . 




1 


I7lh April, 1877 




Charles Gordon Stewarl. 




ijrd June, 1877 


1st May, 1S80 




miliamson Booth, . 




uiAuC, .877 






William Booth, . . 




Moi Oct., 1878 






Patrick Cooper. Jan., . 




34th Hiy, T878 






Charles Minn Cfombie, 




3lstjuly, 1878 






A. W. Mellis. . 




j 18th Jone. .879 






George Cooper, . 




24i>> Mar.. iSSa 








Pmioui Rsend 



James Rodger, M.D., . 
Robert John Garden, M.D.. . 



AssislanE Smseoo to 7th Corps (im j 
SoigeoD, 2iQd Dec, 1874; Hoo 
Snrgeon-Major, la Oct., 1877. 
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CHAPLAINS. 



Name. 



Kev. Alexander J. Robertson, 
Rev. James Mitford Mitchell, 



Date of 
Commission. 



4th Not., 1874 
17th July, 1878 



Date of 
Resignation. 



Nov., 1878 



Previous Record. 



The new corps began by establishing a camp of instruction for the whole brigade 
at Aberdeen, and the books show that a regular organised system of visiting the 
outlying stations for drill purposes was carried out. In 1880 the Stonehaven battery 
was disbanded, but on 29th November of that year an additional battery was added, 
making altogether 14 batteries. The corps was represented at the Royal Review on 
25th August, 1881, by 19 officers and 461 men, and formed part of the 1st brigade, 
1st division. On 29th August, the officer commanding stated in a special order 
that he had 

to congratulate the corps on the large attendance at the Royal Review held by Her Majesty 
in Edinburgh on Thursday last. The steadiness on parade, precision in marching, and 
correctness with which distances were kept was most satisfactory, as was also the conduct of 
all ranks under very trying circumstances. 

On the same date there appears in the Order Book a letter from Colonel Jones, 
North British District, intimating that Lieutenant-General Sir Archibald Alison had 
written to him in flattering terms with regard to the manner the brigade under his 
command had behaved at the review, and desiring that his remarks should be made 
known. 

In February, 1882, Dr. Rodger formed classes for ambulance drill to members of 
the regiment, including instruction in anatomy and bandaging. 

On 10th May, 1882, another change took place : Banffshire and the Peterhead 
and Fraserburgh batteries were dissociated from Aberdeen, and the portion of 
Kincardineshire south of Stonehaven, hitherto united to Forfarshire, was disjoined 
therefrom and added to Aberdeen. The name was changed to 1st Aberdeenshire 
Artillery Volunteer Corps, and it was composed as follows : — 



Batteries 1 to 7 — ^Aberdeen. 
Battery 8 — Johnshaven. 



Battery 9— St. Cyrus. 
Do. 10 — Bervie. 



At this time the following officers were transferred from 1st Forfarshire to 
1st Aberdeenshire: — 

Ca//ai;xf— Hercules Scott, F. G. F. Grant, D. A. Urquhart. 
Lieutenants — J. L. Beattie, J. Ford, A. Lindsay, D. Reid. 

These were considered to have received commissions of the same rank and date as 
those previously held by them in the 1st Forfar Volunteer Corps; and the following 
officers were transferred from the 1st Aberdeen to the 1st Banff, on the same 
conditions : — 

Lieutenant'Colanel Commandant — F. W. Garden-Campbell. 

J/qA'^'^— Patrick Jamieson. 

Capiahu — Geoige Wilson, Wemyss Park, William Beedie, James Kissack, Robert Maitland. 
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Lieutenants — Alexander Forbes, William Davidson, James Patterson, J. R. Murray, 
Alex. Bow, jun., John W. Stewart, James B. Smith, W. Longmore Taylor, W. Beedie. 
Hon, Assistant Surgeon — James Wilson. 
Acting Surgeon — James Hitchcock, M.B. 
Acting Chaplains — Rev. Andrew M. Gibson, Rev. Peter McLaren. 

On 27th September, 1883, the battalion paraded and assisted to line the streets 
on the opening of the Duthie Park by H.R.H. Princess Beatrice. In December, 
1885, a new battery, known as the University Battery, captained by Professor Stirling, 
was added to the corps. At this time, the corps was not in a healthy condition, the 
inspecting officers* reports, in both 1885 and 1886, being far from satisfactory; but in 
1887 a marked improvement was reported. The year 1887 was signalised by the 
resuscitation of the Stonehaven company, under the command of Captain Alexander 
Wood. 

In February, 1888, Major-General Elliot retired from the command of the 
Northern District, and took the opportunity of expressing his high approval of the 
discipline, efficiency, zeal, and excellent spirit pervading all ranks and departments. 
In February, 1889, an effort was made to secure joint drill at the outlying stations, 
two centres being fixed for the purpose ; the adjutant, in the order, says: — 

The Aberdeen and Kincardine Rifles attend such parades, and travel much farther 
distances, and it is believed that the Volunteer Artillery are no less zealous than their 
comrades in the Rifles. 

The Headquarter Batteries of the corps encamped at Portlethen from 19th to 24tb 
July, 1889, under the command of Colonel Ogston ; and detachments were also sent 
to Barry and Shoeburyness for training. 

In August an attack on the city, "by the ships of the enemy during the forth- 
coming naval manoeuvres," was apprehended, and the adjutant and sergeant-major 
were stationed at Torry Battery and the Beach Battery respectively, and strict orders 
were issued to the men as to their course of action should guns be heard. During the 
year 1890, three different detachments proceeded to Barry for special instruction. In 
this year, the corps also got the first position battery armed with 40-pounder guns. 

In 1891, the name of the corps was changed from 1st Aberdeenshire Artiller>' 
Volunteers to 1st Aberdeenshire Volunteer Artillery. 

Detachments proceeded to Barry (called Buddon after 1893) for instruction, and 
to compete in the competitions promoted by the Scottish National Volunteer Artillery 
Association each year, from 1890 to 1896 inclusive. 

On the 23rd June, 1893, the following notice appeared in The London Gazette:— 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Honorary Colonel T. A. W. A. Youngson resigns his commission ; 
also is permitted to retain his rank and to continue to wear the uniform of the corps on his 
retirement. 

Colonel Youngson issued the following valedictory address to the corps : — 

Colonel Youngson, in resigning command of the ist Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteer 
Corps, desires to record his appreciation of the discipline and efficiency of all ranks, and of 
the zeal and ability of the officers and non-commissioned officers under his orders. 

He has to thank all ranks for the cordial support he has received during the long period 





Colonel James Ogston, V D- 
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of his command, especially Colonel Ogston, upon whom the charge of the corps has always 
devolved in his absence. 

He has also to thank the adjutant, the sergeant-major, and the other members of the 
permanent staff, to whose exertions the present state of efficiency is to a great extent due. 

In parting with the corps. Colonel Youngson begs to express his best wishes for all, and 
to assure them that he will continue to take a warm interest in the corps and all connected 
with it. 

Colonel Youngson joined the corps in 1862 as lieutenant of No. 7 Battery, under 
3 command of the late Captain Andrew Jopp, and had been connected with it for 
3 long period of thirty-one years. He was appointed captain commandant in 1874, 
len the four city batteries were formed into the 3rd Aberdeen Artillery Corps, 
d had thus commanded the City Artillery for about nineteen years. He had 
idoubtedly a very difHcult position to fill, but he had the satisfaction of handing over 
e corps to his successor in a thoroughly efHcient condition. 

Colonel Ogston, who succeeded to the command, was an experienced ofHcer. He 
ined the corps as a lieutenant in November, 1866, and had been continuously 
nnected with it ever since. He had repeatedly commanded the corps during periods 
absence of the commanding oiBcer, and for some years had acted as commander 

the headquarters batteries. 

In 1896 the corps took part in the surprise parade already referred to. A 
tachment of the corps went to Shoeburyness, under Captain M. M. Duncan, and 
)n the Inter- Regimental Carbine Competition with the fine score of 138. In 1898 
e corps was in camp at Buddon, Forfarshire, under Colonel Ogston ; and it 
50 furnished, in October of that year, a guard of honour to Princess Henry 

Battenberg, on the occasion of the bazaar in aid of the funds of the Sick 
lildren's Hospital. In 1900, the first position battery, under Major Milne, 
tended a special camp of instruction at Buddon for a fortnight. In 1901, a 
cond position battery was sanctioned, and shortly afterwards, the name was 
anged to "heavy" batteries, the obsolete 40-pounder guns were discarded, and 
th batteries were armed with 4*7 guns; and in January, 1902, the name of the 
rps was changed to the Ist Aberdeenshire Royal Garrison Artillery (Volunteers). 

December, 1902, the following remarks by the inspecting officer were published : — 

I saw the corps at work. Colonel Purvis reports it as fit for work in coast defence ; I 
quite believe it ; the commanding officer is keen and knowledgable, so are the officers, all 
in a marked degree. There is no surprise, therefore, that the men are keen also. I am glad 
to have seen this regiment, and hope that it will continue in the future to maintain the 
good name it has gained in the past. 

Colonel Ogston, V.D., and the ist Aberdeenshire Royal Garrison Artillery have my 

unqualified approbation. 

A. HUNTER, Lieutenant-General. 

In 1903, the corps won the Playfair Cup, awarded to the "smartest corps in camp," 
d in the following year, the garrison companies won the King's Cup, open for 
mpetition among all garrison artillery in Scotland. 

In August, 1904, Colonel Ogston retired, and was succeeded by the greseat 
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commander, Colonel Milne, V.D., who, like his predecessors, was an officer of long 
experience. 

The corps was in camp at Buddon in the years 1901-2-8-4-6, and it also attended 
the Edinburgh Review in 1905 (see chapter on Reviews) ^ but no information is given 
in the orders about these events, nor is there any information given as to the results 
of the annual inspections or inspecting officers' remarks. In 1905, the garrison 
companies were second in the competition for the King's Cup. 

The following are (1) a list of officers upon whom the Volunteer Decoration has 

been conferred, and (2) a list of members of the corps who have been awarded Long 

Service Medals : — 

(i) Volunteer Decoration. 



Rank. 




Name. 






Rank. 


Name. 


Colonel . . . 




T. A. W. A. Youngson. 




Major 


Geotge Milne (now CokNxl 


Colonel... 


• ■ ■ 


James Ogston. 








Milne). 


Major ... 


• . • 


F. G. F. Grant. 




Captain 


IXTony. 


Captain... 




J. L. Beattie. 




Captain and Honoimiy 


Sur.- Major 


. • ■ 


James Rodger, M.D. 




Major ... ... ... 


W. D. Adun. 


Major . . . 


• • * 


Hercules Scott (retired). 




ColoDel ... 

1 


James DagQid. 


Caplain... 


• • • 


James Melvin. 




1 Lieattnant-Coloiie! 


D. Bf. M. Mill^aiL 










Majo 


r ••■ ••• ••• 


James Cook. 






(2) The Volunteer Long Service Medal. 










April, 


1895. 






Lieutenanl 




A. Anderson. 






Ganner ... 


A. Monmy. 


Gunner . . . 




J. Anderson. 






Co. SergeaQt-Major 


A. Pftton. 


Gunner . . . 




A. Barclay. 






S€i]geant ... ... 


... A* Kac. 


Sergeant ... 




J. Barclay. 




' 


Gunner ... 


J. Ray. 


Gunner ... 




G. Beedie. 






Sergeant 


J. Riach. 


Gunner . . . 




J. Bothwell. 






Gunner ... 


J. Simpson. 


Sergeant .. 




W. Donaldson. 






Co. Sergeant-Major 


A Smith. 


Sergeant . . . 




J. Hendry. 






Co. Sergeant-Major 


A. Smith. 


Gunner . . . 




A Herd. 






Co. Sergcant-Major 


G. Smith. 


Co. Sergeant-Major 


J.Jackson. 






Co. Sergeant- Major 


A. Thomson. 


Gunner ... 




J. Levie. 






Co. Sergeant- Major 


J. Thomson. 


Co. Sergeant- 


Major 


W. Leys. 






Gunner 


R. Thomson. 


Sergeant . . . 


• • • 


VV. Low. 






Gunner 


J. H. Webster. 


Sergeant . . . 


• • • 


D. Middleton. 














January 


ff 1896. 






Gunner ... 




G. S. Caird. 






Sergeant 


J. Murray. 


Gunner . . . 


a ■ • 


A. Cormick. 






Co. Sergeant-Major 


D. Ross. 


Gunner . . . 


• • ■ 


J. Cormick. 






Sergoant ... 


J. Sinclair. 


Co. Sergeant- Major 


J. Crow. 






Gunner ... 


T. Steel. 


Gunner 


• • • 


W. Greig. 






Gunner 


J. Stewart. 


Gunner . . . 




J. Hay. 






Gunner 


J* Symmers. 


Co. Sergeant- 


Major 


E.Kelly. 






Corporal ... 


A. Thow. 


Sergeant . . . 


• . • 


B. Kincaid. 






Lieutenant 


D. Torry. 


Gunner ... 


• • • 


J. M'Crow. 






Sergeant 


W. Walker. 


Corporal ... 


■ • • 


J. M'Ewen. 


1 




Co. Sergeant-Major 


R. Wallace. 


Gunner . . . 


• • • 


R. Mitchell. 






Ganner ... 


R. Wilkie. 






Februar 


y, 1896. 






Gunner . . . 


• • 


G. Gordon. 






Gunner 


J. MitcbelL 
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Rank. 


Name. 


September, 1896. lunk. 




Name. 


Gunner ... 


T. Brand. 




Sergeant . . . 


• a • • • • 


J. Wheatley. 


Gunner ... 


D. Henderson. 


Corporal . . . 


• • • • ■ • 


J. Wishart. 


Gunner ... 


J. Jarvis. 




Gunner . . . 


• • . • • • 


J.Wood. 


Co. Sergeant-Major 


C. NicoU. 




Gunner . . . 


• • • • • ■ 


W. Young. 


Gunner 


J. Stephen. 














November, 1897. 






Co. Sergeant-Major 


J. Goodfellow. 


Corporal ... 


• ■ ■ ■ • • 


J. Low. 


Batt. Sergeant-Major ... 


A. James. 














August, 1898. 






Corporal ... 


J. Anderson. 




Gunner . . . 


• ■ a • • ' 


G. Watson. 


Gunner 


J. Strathdee. 














July, 1900. 






Gunner ... 


J. Couper. 


Gunner ... 


• • • • • • 


D. Reid. 


Corporal ... 


G. Duncan. 


Gunner .. 
November, 1900. 


• • • • • • 


J. Scott 


fiombardier 


J. Macintosh 


, 1 Corporal ... 
January^ 1901. 


• • • • • • 


D. Wheatley. 


Corporal ... 


D. Christie. 


Sergeant ... 


• • • a • • 


J. Grant 


Gunner ... 


G. Craigen. 


Gunner ... 
July, 1 90 1. 


• • • • • ■ 


A. Lonie. 


Sergeant 


H. M*Kay. 




Sergeant ... 


■ • a • • • 


J. W. Palmer. 


Bombardier 


W. Malcolm. 




Batt. Sergeant- Major ... 


R. Reid. 


Gunner ... 


W. Middleton. 












October, 190T. 






Co. Sergeant-Major 


J. Hendry. 


Bombardier 


• t • • a • 


K. Young. 


Gunner ... 


A. Young. 


January, 1902. 






Gunner 


G. Cobum. 




Gunner ... 


« • • • • • 


G. Rettie. 


Corporal ... 


J. Mair. 




Gunner ... 


a • • • • • 


W.Wood. 


Co. Sergeant-Major 


J. MitchelL 














July, 1902. 






Lieutenant 


T. Mitchell. 




Gunner ... 


• • • • a a 


W. B. Cormack 


Quarter-master and Hon. 






Gunner ... 


• • • a • • 


A. Goodfellow. 


Captain 


G. A. Simpson. 












April, 1903. 






Co. Sergeant-Major 


J. Cathbert 


Co. Sergeant-Major 


A. Forbes. 


Gunner ... 


J.ruMen. 


August, 1903. 






Gunner ... 


W. Davidson 


u Corporal ... 


m • 9 • • • 


R. Marshall. 


Sergeant 


G. Hunt 


Gunner ... 
July, 1904. 


• • a » • 


G.Wright 




J. M'Bay. 


1 Sergeant ... 


a a • • • • 


w. sail. 


Sergeant ... 


A. Nome. 




1 







December, 1904. 



Co, Siffunf 'Miyy 



Name 
W. D. Taylor. 
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March, 1905. 

Rank. Naow. 
Gunner W. Garland. 




Rank. 
Co. Sergeant- Major 
Co. Sergeant-Major 


August 

Name. 
J. L. Archibald. 
J. Bisset. 


, 1905- 

Rank. 

Co. Sergeant-Mi^or 

Gunner ... 


Name 
R. Donald. 
F. TuIletL 


Gunner ... 
Gunner ... 


July and August, 1906. 

W. Gorman. Bombardier 

J. Jack. 


J. Stephen. 




July. 

Rank. 
Gunner 


1907. 

Name. 

J. Robertson. 





On 27th September, 1906, the corps assisted to line the route on the occasion 
the King's visit to Aberdeen. 

The corps did not go into camp in the year 1906, but in July, 1907, the regimei 
spent another profitable period of seven days at the artillery camping ground i 
Buddon. 

The following is a list of efficients, non-efficients, and of the capitation grants froi 
1880 to 1906 inclusive, so far as are contained in the records of the regiment : — 



Year. 


Efficients. 


Non-efficients. 


Total. 


Grants. 


i88o\ 
1881/ 


• • • 


No record. 


• • • 


• . . 


1882 


691 


26 


717 


^1234 10 


1883 


755 


4 


759 


1338 


1884 


773 


2 


775 


1368 


1885 


801 


24 


825 


1429 10 


1886 


846 


8 


«54 


1501 10 


1887 


928 


17 


945 


1875 10 


1888 


965 


3 


968 


1958 10 


1889 


940 


21 


961 


1900 10 


18901 










1891 










1892 . 


... 


No record. 


• • • 


• • • 


1893 










1894; 










1895 


69o\ en 


• • • 


690 


1690 


1896 


698 


^ 

^ 
Aij 


• • • 


698 


1620 15 


1897 


678 




• • • 


678 


1647 9 


1898 


670 




• • • 


670 


1865 13 


1899 


863 


na 
S 


3 


866 


2123 


1900 


972 




• • • 


972 


3253 


1901 


955/ 


• • • 


955 


2981 


1902 


880] 




9 


889 


3151 12 


1903 


916 




10 


926 


3356 9 8 


1904 


899 


cu 

■5 


4 


903 


3008 16 5 


1905 


943 


^ 8 


1^7 


960 


3426 4 


1906 


927. 




... 


927 


2075 19 



NOTK. — The records fox 1907 bad act been completed at date of going to press. 



The Volunteers of To-day. 



285 



OF OFFICERS OF THE 1st ABERDEENSHIRE ARTILLERY VOLUNTEER 

CORPS, NOW 1st ABERDEENSHIRE ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY 

(VOLUNTEERS). 

From May, 1880, to August, 1907. 

Honorary Colonel — The Earl of Aberdeen, January 14th, 1888. 
LIEUTENANT-COLONELS COMMANDANTS AND HONORARY COLONELS. 



Name. 



William Garden-Campbell, 



iV. A. Yoangson, V.D., 



Dgston, V.D., . 



Milne, V.D., . 



Date of 
AK>ointment. 



3rd March, 1880 
24ih Jane, 1893 

8th Oct, 1904 



Date of 
Retirement. 



Transferred to 
Banff, 17th 
June, 1 88a 

24th Jane, 1893 



27th Aug., 1904 



Remarks. 



See previous list. 



See previous list. Honorary Colonel, 14th 
April, 1886. 

See previous list. Lieutenant-Colonel, 26th 
March, 1887 ; Honorary Colonel, 2nd 

July. 1887. 

See previous list. Honorary Major, 20th 
Dec., 1890; Major, 21st Jan., 1893; 
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel, 4th Dec., 
1895; Lieutenant-Colonel, 15th May, 
1901 ; Honorary Colonel, 15th Nov., 1901. 



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Remarks. 


Duguid, V.D., . 


8th June, 1906 




2nd Lieutenant, 20th April, 188 1 ; Lieu- 
tenant, ; Captain, 12th May, 

1888; Major, 17th Feb., 1894; 
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel, 17th 
Feb., 1902 ; Honorary Colonel, 8th 
Dec, 1906. 



MAJORS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Remarks. 


nnes, ..... 
Jamieson, .... 

» Scott, v,n., . 


nth Jan., 1882 
8th July« 1882 


31st Aug., 1881 

Transferred to 
1st Banf&hire, 
June, 1882. 

i6th June, 1883 


See previous list. 
Lieutenant, 14th Aug., i860. 

Captain, 30th Jan., 1868 (ist Forfarshire) ; 
transferred to ist Aberdeenshire, 17th 
June, 1882. 
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Name. 



F. G. F. Grant, V.D., • 



A. S. Sutherland, . 

D. M. M. Milligan. V.D., 



J. C. O. Coaper, . 



Majors — C^niimud, 



Date of 
Appointiiiest* 



13th May. 1885 



3rd March, 1888 
15th May, 1 90 1 



Date of 
ReCtfciiMiit* 



4th Oct, 1893 



5th Nov., 1893 



8th June, 1906 



CmpCain (ist Forfiushire), Jan., 1870; 
transferred to ist Aberdeaiahiie, lytk 
June, 1882 ; Honoimnr Lientemnt- 
Colonel, I4tb April, 1886. 

Sii fretfious list, 

2nd Lieutenant, 20th April, 1881; Lieo- 

tenant, $ Ouptain, 9th June, 

1888; Hononury Major, 9tli BCay, 
1896 ; Honorary lieateiuuit-Colaiiel, 
lytb Feb., 1902. 

2nd Lieutenant, 26tli Nov., 1887 ; Lien- 
tenant, nth Oct, 1890; Captain, I idi 
Feb., 1893 ; Honorary Major, 13U1 De&, 
1902. 



CAPTAINS. 



Name. 



George Wilkie, 
George Milne Cook, 
John Smith, . 
Dr. F. M. Maitland Moir, 
William B. Avery, 
Williamson Booih, 
Jflimes Crockatt, 
William Booth, 
Robert Maitland, . 



D. A. Urqahart, . 
John L. Beattie, V.D., 

George Wilson, 

Wemyss Park, 
James Kissack, 
Patrick Cooper, . 



Date of 
Appointment. 



• • • • a 



Date of 
Retirement. 



24th July, 1880 
22nd Dec., 1880 
29th March, 1882 

17th June, 1882 
5th Aug., 1882 



23rd June, 1883 



2 1st April, 1883 

I2th March, 1887 

lothjan., 1882 

1 6th June, 1888 

20th Feb., 1889 

i8th April, 1888 

31st Aug., 1881 

9th April, 1881 

Transferred to 
Banff, June, 
1882. 

2ist Jan., 1893 
2ist Jan., 1893 



Transferred to 
Banff, June, 
1882. 

Do. 

Do. 

5th March, 1887 



Set prtviom list. Honorary Major, 1883. 
Sii previous list. 



See previous list. 

Do. 

Do, 
Lieutenant, ist Dec., 1875. 
See previous list. 
Lieutenant, 1st Dec., 1875. 



Transferred from ist Forfarshire ; Honorary 
Major, 9th Oct., 1886. 

Lieutenant, 29th Jan., 1878 ; transferred 
from 1st Forfarshire, 17th June, 1882; 
Honorary Major, 14th April, 1886. 



Lieutenant, 3rd May, 1882. 
See previous list. 
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Captains — Coniinued. 



Name 



Wm. Stirlii^, M.D., 
J. W. H. Trail, . 
R. W. Huic, 

Alex. Woodf . 
George Cooper, 

John Dathie, 
C F. Brodie, 

G. E. Gladstone, . 
J. P. MiUcr, 

J. Melvin, V.D., . 
J. Ford, 

W. B. Peter, 
Macbeth Moir Dancan, 



W. D. Stewart 

W. D. Adam, V.D., . 

II. J. C. Grierson, 
David Torry, V.D., 

J. P. R. White, . 

A. L. Miller, 

W. M. Smith, 
£. G. Gibb, . 



Date of 
Appointment. 



9th Dec, 1885 
i6th Oct, 1886 
19th Feb., 1887 

36th March, 1887 
i6th April, 1887 

i6th April, 1887 
l8th April, 1888 

23rd March, 1889 
i8th Oct, 1890 

i8th Oct, 1890 
nth Feb., 1893 

nth Feb., 1893 
6th May, 1893 



17th Feb., 1894 



Transferred, 28th 
March, 1894 



14th Aug., 1895 
25th March, 1896 

3rd Feb., 1897 

3rd Feb., 1897 

22nd Jan., 1898 
27th March, 1901 



Date of 
Retirement. 



8th May, 1886 
1 6th Jan., 1895 
27th Aug., 1890 



20th Jan., 1894 

I2th May, 1888 
2 1st June, 1890 

8th April, 1893 
X3th May, 1903 

4th Oct, 1893, 
25th Dec, 1895 



2nd Nov., 1896 

loth May, 1905 

4th Nov., 1896 
19th May, 1905 

4th Feb., 1903 



27th March, 1901 



Remarks. 



University Battery. 

Lieutenant, 9th December, 1885. 

Transferred from ist Midlothian Coast 
Artillery ; Honorary Major, 8th Oct. , 
1887. 

Died Sept., 1895. 

2nd Lieutenant, 24th March, 1880 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 4th May, 1 88 1. 

2nd Lieutenant, loth Oct, i88a 

2nd Lieutenant, 19th April, 1881 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 

Lieutenant, 24th Feb., 1886. 

2nd Lieutenant, 26th Nov., 1887 ; Lieu- 
tenant, i8th May, 1889; Hon. Major, 
13th Dec, 1902. 

Lieutenant, nth Oct, 1884. 

See previous list. Lieutenant, 1st Forfar- 
shire ; transferred, I7ih June, 1882 ; 
Hon. Major, 25th March, 1893. 

2nd Lieutenant, 29th Aug., 1891 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 29th Oct., 1892. 

2nd Lieutenant, 26th Nov., 1887 ; Lieuten- 
ant, nth Oct, 1890 ; Hon. Major, 13th 
Dec, 1902 ; Acting Adjutant, 20th June, 
1899, to 13th Feb., 190a 

2nd Lieutenant, 22nd June, 1889; Lieu- 
tenant, 8th Nov., 1890; joined Forfar 
and Kincardine Artillery (Militia). 

Lieutenant, 1st Caithness ; transferred to 
Aberdeen, 1st Jan., 1890; Hon. Major, 
3rd April, 1897. 



2nd Lieutenant, 2nd April, 1887 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 1 8th May, 1889; Hon. Major, 
26th April, 1898. 

2nd Lieutenant, nth April, 1891 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 29th Oct, 1892. 

2nd Lieutenant, 4th Jan., 1893 ; Lieutenant, 
2 1st Oct, 1893. 

From Forfarshire Light Horse. 
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Captains— CM«/ti»MA/. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Remarln. 


F. Fleming, 


15th May, 1901 




2nd Lieutenant, 12th FeK, 1896 ; Lien- 
tenant, 19th Aug., 1896. 


Wm. Littlejohn, .... 


1 2th March, 1902 


2 1 St March, 1903 


2nd Lieutenant, 7th Aug., 1895 t I^' 
tenant, 19th Aug., 1896. 


J. Everard Rae, .... 


7th March, 1903 




2nd Lieutenant, 7th Oct, 1896; Lieateiuuit, 
4th Aug., 1897 ; Acting Adjutant, I3di 
Feb., 1905, to 30th April, 1906. 


A. G. Ogston, .... 


9th May, 1903 


15th April, 1907 


2nd Lieutenant, 7th Oct., 1896 ; Lieutenant, 
4th Aug., 1897. 


J. W. Garden, .... 


9th May, 1903 




2nd Lieutenant, 7th Oct, 1897 ; Lieatenant, 
4th Aug., 1897. 


A. H. Wilson, .... 


13th June, 1903 


• • • ■ • 


2nd Lieutenant, 13th Oct., 1897 ; lieii- 
tenant, 20th July, 1898. 


Frederick W Kay, 


13th June, 1903 




2nd Lieutenant, 7th March, 1900; Lieu- 
tenant, 1 2th March, 1902 ; Acting 
Adjutant, ist May to 31st July, 1906. 


W. G. B. Minto, ... 


loth May, 1905 




2nd Lieutenant, 23rd May, 1900; Lieu- 
tenant, 1 2th March, 1902. 


J. B. Cunningham, 


19th May, 1905 




2nd Lieutenant, loth June, 1896 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 4th August, 1897. 


T. Davidson, .... 


8th June, 1906 




2nd Lieutenant, i6th May, 1900 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 1 2th March, 1902. 



LIEUTENANTS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Remarks. 




Charles M. Crombie, . 


7th Aug., 1880 




See previous list. 




Alex. Forbes, .... 


• • • • • 


Transferred to 
1st Banffshire, 
17th June, 1882 


Sub- Lieutenant, ist Dec, 1875. 




Wm. Davidson, .... 


24th July, 1880 


Do. 


» • • • • • 




James Patterson 


24th July, 1880 


Do. 






Francis R. Murray, 


7th Aug., 1880 


Do. 






Alex. Bow, Jan., .... 


7th Aug., 1880 


Do. 






John W. Stuart 


7th Aug., 1880 


Do. 






James B. Smith, .... 


7th Aug., 1880 


Do. 






W. L. Taylor, .... 


1 8th Jan., 1882 


Do. 


• • • ■ • t 




W. Beedie 




Do. 


2nd Lieutenant, 3rd May, 1882. 
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LiBUTBNANTS— CMl/llflMi/. 



Name. 



Chejme, 

Reidf . 

as W. A. Napier, 

rw Miller, 

.m M 'Kenzie, 

m C. Myles, 

Bryce, jon., 

Mellis, 
t Gregg, 
^Leggtjun., 
Anderson, . 
». Gordon, . 
m Wardrop, 
^ Sherrefs, . 
Uex. M'William, 
m M. Ramsay, . 
cy Chalmers, 
i C. Caird, . 

Anderson, . 



Anderson, . 



IS M. Mitchell, 
Anderson, . 
01 Mnrray, . 
R. Mackenzie, 
Lyall Grant, 

Rae, . 



Date of 
Appointment, 



24th Jnly, 1880 
7th Aug., 1880 



4th May, 1880 



5th Jaly, 1882 
5th July, 1882 
4th May, 1881 
9th Jan., 1884 
nth Oct, 1884 
9th Jan., 1885 
9th Dec, 1885 
9th Dec, 1885 



29th May, 1886 
i8th May, 1889 
i8th May, 1889 
i8th May, 1889 
1 8th May, 1889 



2ist Oct., 1893 



2ist Oct, 1893 
2ist Oct, 1893 
1st Aug., 1894 
4th Aug., 1897 
4th Aug., 1897 

22nd Aug., 1900 



Date of 
Retirement. 



20th April, 1881 
22nd Dec., 1881 



25th Jan., 1882 

8th Jan., 1889 

2nd May, 1888 

nth July, 1883 

loth Dec., 1887 

13th April, 1892 

loth April, 1895 

6th March, 1886 

2 1st June, 1890 

6th March, 1886 

7th Nov., 1 89 1 

14th Sept, 1892 

28th Jan., 1893 

3rd June, 1893 

Transferred to 
Forfar and 
Kincardine- 
shire Artillery, 
2Sth July, 1890 

Transferred to 
1st Cornwall, 
14th April, 
1897 



15th Sept, 1897 

2nd July, 1898 

5th May, 1906 

Transferred to 
Fife Artillery 
Militia. 

May, 1903 



Remarks. 



Sub-Lieutenant, 23rd Aug , 1876. 



2nd Lieutenant, 12th March, 1887. 
2nd Lieutenant, 12th March, 1887. 
2nd Lieutenant, 2nd April, 1887. 
2nd Lieutenant, 4th May, 1887. 



2nd Lieutenant, 25tb Feb., 1893. 



2nd Lieutenant, 27lh May, 1893. 

2nd Lieutenant, 3rd June, 1893. 

2nd Lieutenant, 23rd Sept, 1893. 

2nd Lieutenant, 13th Feb., 1897. 

2nd Lieutenant, 17th Feb., 1897 
Captain in Roysd Artillery. 

2nd Lieutenant, 20th Jnly, 1898. 



now 
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LtBUTBNANTS— C«M/^IMIMfl 


NaoM. 


Date of 
AppointaeDt. 


Date of 
Retiremeat. 


K-*. 


H. H. Cowan, .... 


22nd Aug., 1900 


i 


and Lieutenanl, aoth July, 1898. 


W. Riddoch, .... 


I2th Mar., 1903 




2nd Lieutenant, 7th Feb., 190a 


L. J. Davidson, .... 


7th Mar., 1903 




and Lieutenant, 19th Dec., 190a 


T. A. Fullcrton, .... 


20th Aug., 1904 


Transferred to 
1st Orkney 
R.G.A., 1906. 


2nd Lieutenant, a7th SepL, 1902. 


G. C. Milne, .... 


20th Aug., 1904 




and Lieutenant, 6th Dec., 1901. 


J. H. Edward.s, .... 


20th Aug., 1904 




and Lieutenant, 6th May, 1903. 


J. W. Henderson, .... 


20th Aug., 1904 




2nd Lieutenant, 6th May, 1903. 


J. Barclay Milne, .... 


8th June, 1906 


2nd Lieutenant, i8th Feb. , 1905. 

1 


H. L. Pine, 


8th June, 1906 




2nd Lieutenant, ayth May, 1905. 




SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 




A. Carnegie Ross, 


20th April, 1881 


i6th Dec., 1885 




David Reid, 


Transferred from 
1st Forfarshire, 
17th June, 1882 


23rd Sept., 1882 




Alexander Lindsay, 


Do. 


9th Sept., 1882 




John C. Ogston, .... 


26th Nov., 1887 


Resigned 




J. St. Clair Saunders, . 


24th June, 1905 


nth July, 1907 




Patrick Ashley Cooper, 


7th Feb., 1906 






John E. Mercer, .... 


14th Mar., 1906 






Francis James Duguid, 


2nd June, 1906 






ADJUTANTS. 


Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 




James Kinnear, .... 




1st Oct., 1881 


See (revious list. Captain, 4th Nov, : 
Honorary Major, a6th Oct., i88a 


Albert Barton, .... 


3rd May, 1882 


30th June, 1883 


Lieutenant, Royal Artillery. 


G. W. R. Howard Vyse, . 


30th June, 1883 


loth Jan., 1889 

1 


Captain, Royal Artillery. 
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Adjutants— Contintud. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Remarks. 


as Yoong Osmond, 

.yspool, .... 

irren, 

. Lumsden, .... 


lOth Jan., 1889 

20th June, 1894 

13th Feb., 1900 
30th July, 1906 


20th June, 1894 

20th June, 1899 
13th Feb., 1905 


Lieutenant and District Officer, Royal 
Artillery; temporary rank as Captain 
while Adjutant. 

Lieutenant and District Officer, Royal 
Artillery ; temporary rank of Captain. 

Captain, Royal Garrison Artiller}\ 

Lieutenant, Royal Garrison Artillery, ¥dth 
temporary rank of Captain. 



QUARTER-MASTERS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


Date 

Retirement. 


Remarks. 


Simpson, .... 
Cook, V.D., 


4th Feb., 1899 
7th May, 1902 


26th Mar., 1902 


Hon. Captain ; formerly in 1st V.B.G.H. 

Lieutenant, 13th May, 1885; Captain, 2nd 
February, 1889; Hon. Major, 12th 
June, 1900 



MEDICAL OFFICERS. 



Name. 


Date of 

Appointment. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Remarks. 


Rodger, M.D., V.D... 


nth May, 1892 


Dead 


See previous list, Hon. Sur.-Maior, 14th 
April, 1886; Sur.-Maior, 1st February, 
1889; Lieut.-Col., nth May, 1892. 


t John Garden, M.D., V.D., 


4th March, 1899 


4th March, 1899 


Surgeon, 1st Feb., 1889 ; Sur.-Capt, Feb., 
1889; Sur.-Major, 21st July, 1894- 


Hitchcock, M.B., 


8th Feb., 1882 


Transferred to 
1st Banff, June, 
1882 


Acting Surgeon, 8th May, 1882. 


\^^lson, M.B., . 




Do. 


See previous list. Sur. -Captain, Feb., 1889. 


Aymer, M.B., . 


Snr.-Capt, ist 
Feb., 1899 




Assistant Surgeon, 12th March, 1887. 


e Williamson, M.B., . 




Transferred to 
1st V.B.G.H., 
30th Sept, 1896 


Acting Surgeon, ist February, 1890. 


Vfamoch, M.B., . 


Snr.-Capt, 28th 
Mar., 1899^ 




Surgeon-Lieutenant, 15th May, 1895. 


. Macnaughton, M.D., 


Snr. Capt, 13th 
Sept, 1902. 




Surgeon-Lieutenant, 2nd August, 1899. 


I. W. Gray, M.B., . 


Snv. Ciipt, 31st 
Oct., 1903. 


5th May, 1906 


Surgeon -Lieutenant, 15th August, 1900. 



xa 
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CHAPLAINS. 



Name. 


Date of 
Ai^pointment. 


Date of 
Retirament. 


Remarks. 


Rev. James Mitford Mitchell, 




17th Aug., 1898 


Sa prem&us list. 


Rev. Andrew M. Gibson, 




Transferred to 
1st Banffshire, 
June, 1882 




Rev. Peter McLaren, 




Do. 




Rev. D. G. Barron, 


xst Feb., 1890 






Rev. Robert Davidson, 


nth April, 1891 


9th Dec, 1893 




Rev. John Brown, 


25th Nov., 1893 






Rev. R. H. Fisher, 


2ist Sept., 1898 


2 1 St Sept., 1 90 1 




Rev. A. Brown, M.A., 


1 2th April, 1902 







Just as we go to press, the information comes to hand that No. 8 Company of 
this corps won, on Saturday, 24th August, 1907, the Corporation of London and 
City Companies Challenge Cup. The competition took place at Montrose^ was 
arranged by the National Artillery Association, and was open to the thirteen Garrison 
Artillery Corps in Scotland ; the company making the highest figure of merit at 
the annual regimental competition of each corps alone being allowed to compete. 
This company has also, for the fifth year in succession, won the Inter Company 
Challenge Cup. 




CHAPTER XXI. 

1st Abbrdbbhshirb Enginbbr Volunteer Corps, afterwards 1st Abbrdbbnshirb 
Royal Ehginbbrs (Volunteers). 

The following is the first entry in the Order Book of the 1st Aberdeenshire 
Engineer Volunteer Corps, and was the result of a movement which had been in 
pn^ress for some months previously among a number of members of the 1st 
Aberdeen Rifle Volunteers and others to establish a corps in Aberdeen of Engineer 
Volunteers : — 

AbtrtUin, 22nd April, 1878. 
The sanction for the formation of the ist Aberdeenshire Engineer Volunteer Corps 
having been received, those who have signed their names as wishing to become members of 
same vill be good eooimh to attend at the Orderly Room, Queen Street, on the evenings of 
Wednesday, Thuisdaj, and Friday next, at 9 o'clock, for the purpose of being enrolled. 

WILLIAM HALL, Lieutenant, 
1st Aberdeen Rifle Volunteers, Commanding {pro tern.). 

The original document referred to is very interesting ; it contains one hundred 
signatures, and is preserved at the headquarters of the corps. Of the signatories, 
there are none now connected with the corps, the last member, Robert Reid, company 
sergeant-major armourer, having died in July, 1907. 

When the proposal was first mooted, the commanders of the existing local 
volunteer corps were asked by the War OfHce, in accordance with military etiquette, 
to state whether the formation of such an additional volunteer corps in the city would, 
in their opinion, in any way injure the existing corps. Probably, had the colonels of 
these corps taken a narrow view of the proposal and objected, there would have been 
greater ditBcuIty in obtaining the sanction necessary for the formation of the new 
corps, but ftHtunatdy the answer in both cases was favourable. The subscribers to 
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the document duly responded to the call, and, four days after, drill was ordered by the 
commander pro tern, in the Gymnasium, Queen Street (the headquarters of the 
Artillery Volunteers), every evening except Saturday, from 9 to 10. Lieutenant Hall 
was formally gazetted as lieutenant of the corps on 29th June, and on 28th 
September his promotion to the rank of captain was duly intimated in the London 
Gazette. For some time the corps used the artillery carbines for practice in drill, 
but in August the first instalment of arms was received, and on Saturday, the 14th 
September, the regiment marched out in uniform for the first time, accompanied by the 
Artillery band. The corps was at first attached to the 1st Lanark Engineer Volunteers 
for the purpose of obtaining the occasional services of the adjutant of that corps. 
The services of Sergeant-Major Pearcy of said corps were also obtained for fourteen 
days, and the infant corps had its first taste of real engineering drill. Colonel Pratt, 
R.E., Fort-George, inspected the corps on 12th October, and the officers elect were 
also on the same day examined and found proficient by the official board of examiners 
appointed for that purpose. 

The first subalterns were: — Lieutenant W. H. Williamson, 2nd Lieutenant John 
Duthie, and these, together with Dr. James Simpson, the acting surgeon, were 
formally gazetted on the same date. 

The first non-commissioned officers also received their certificates of proficiency 
at this inspection, and on 14th October their names were published in the Order 
Book as follows : — 

Colour-Sergeant' Major — A. F. Mortimer. 

Quarter-master Sergeant — J. A. Cheyne. 

Sergeant—^, W. Fyfe. 
Do, Alex. Brown. 
Do, J. Brown. 
Do. A. L. Porter. 

The beginning of the year 1879 showed, notwithstanding that the corps had only 
the share of an adjutant's services, and the occasional assistance of an instructor, 
that it was in a healthy condition, for the War Office sanctioned the enrolment of 
sixty supernumeraries. This was followed by a visit from Captain J. Fellowes, 
adjutant of the 1st Lanarkshire Volunteer Engineers, and immediately thereafter the 
corps obtained the services of Corporal Charles A. Cleary, of the 38th Company, 
Royal Engineers, as instructor, who assumed duty upon 26th February. The effect 
of this appointment was to popularise the corps in the city, and on 2nd March, 1880, 
sanction was obtained to further increase the establishment. The corps was inspected 
on 19th June, 1880, by Colonel Warrand, with satisfactory results. 

In August, 1880, Sergeant-Major Mortimer, the "father of the corps," was 
promoted to act as regimental sergeant-major, and be senior non-commissioned 
officer of the corps; and in October of the same year, Acting Surgeon J. G. Hall 
received a certificate of proficiency, and was formally attached to the corps. The 
Reverend James Cooper of the East Parish became chaplain. The first statement 
of strength in the Order Book is in November, 1880, and shows that of a maximum 
establishment of 200, there were enrolled 172, and the grant earned was jSd02 10s.; 




Lieutenant-Colonel William Hall. 
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while the marksmen numbered six. The principal work of the year 1881 was (1) the 
construction of a barrel pier bridge, 272 feet in length, across the Dee; and (2) 
attendance at the Royal Review, Edinburgh. 

In the following year, a bridge of trestles, measuring 285 feet from bank to bank, 
was constructed across the old bed of the river Dee (now filled up and covered with 
buildings) ; and a detachment, consisting of two officers and twenty non-commissioned 
officers and men, went to Chatham to undergo eight days' special instruction. The 
marksmen of the year numbered only four. In 1881, a similar detachment went to 
Chatham for a like period. 

In the following year (1883), greater attention was paid to engineering drill proper, 
and instruction was given in engineering knotting, splicing and lashing spars ; while a 
course of lectures was given by Captain Savage, adjutant, 1st Lanarkshire Engineer 
Volunteers, on siege works. The establishment was again increased in April, and 
Captain Hall was promoted to the rank of major. Nine days' camp at Maryculter, 
with Captain Savage superintending special engineering instruction, and another 
course of training at Chatham, for two officers and twenty non-commissioned officers 
and men, gave the corps a busy season. It also assisted to line the route, along 
with the other volunteer corps in the city, on the occasion of the opening of the 
Duthie Park in September. 

The camping experiences, both at Maryculter and Chatham, had been of immense 
benefit to the Engineers, and the year 1884 was a very busy year indeed. Classes 
were formed for sword and bayonet exercise, and lectures were given on defence of 
posts, field levels, defence of walls, defence of villages and woods, etc. ; while 
Surgeon Hall commenced a course of ambulance lectures and stretcher drill. 
In May, 1884, the corps got an adjutant for itself, and henceforth became an 
independent regiment. Captain R. H. Anstice, the new adjutant, was an officer 
of experience, and at once threw himself into the work with energy and 
enthusiasm. 

The following list of the subjects taken up by the members of the corps as subjects 
of study and practical demonstration in the model-room at this time, and on which 
they were examined for proficiency certificates, shows the volume and variety of 
work undertaken: — 

(1) Hasty entrenchments ; obstacles. 

(2) Field level ; boning and levelling. 

(3) Gabions and fascines. 

(4) Revetments. 

(5) Field works. 

(6) Improved field defences ; defence of posts. 

(7) Cordage. 

(8) Siege trenches and saps. 

(9) Batteries. 

(10) Communications ; cordage and use of spars. 

(1 1) Trestle and frame bridges. 

(12) Cask bridges. 

(13) Camps and bivouacs ; water supply. 
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Of these subjects the first seven were obligatory upon candidates for certificates 
of proficiency, and they had also to be proficient in at least two of the other subjects. 
When the result of the examination was intimated, the commanding officer issued 
the following order : — 

The officers are very much pleased to see that all have qualified for certificates of 
proficiency and for promotion; also to see that so high an average of marks has been 
obtained (over three-fourths). It speaks very highly for the attention and application of the 
class during the course of instruction. 

A well-organised sham fight took place on the Links on 28th June, and 
special instruction was given to non-commissioned officers and men for this event. 
The corps had also the honour of forming part of those who lined the streets on 
the occasion of the presentation of colours by His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, now King Edward VII., to the 3rd Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders, 
on the 28th August 

A squad of 2 non-commissioned officers and 20 men again went to Chatham for 
a week as heretofore. At the inspection there were present 362, out of a total 
establishment of 404, and the inspecting officer highly complimented the corps upon 
the manner in which the men had gone through their work. 

The practical engineering work for the year 1885 began with a lecture by the 
adjutant upon encampments, bivouacs, and water supply, and the practical work 
consisted of making field kitchens, field ovens, etc.; while third year's men studied 
such subjects as communications, roads, railways, permanent bridges and telegraph 
lines, including their demolition and restoration. The course finished with a 
lecture upon the subject of bridges, including repairs to broken bridges. An army 
signalling class was also instituted, and a route march formed part of the summer 
drill. In the model-room the corps erected a model battery, representing a portion 
of the second line of batteries employed in storming a fortress. 

At the close of 1885, the annual return showed a total of 385, divided into 
four companies, and the capitation grant amounted to £711, while the marksmen 
had increased to 20, and the corps received high praise for the quality of its field 
work. 

In 1886, the squad that went to Chatham earned special praise, as will be seen 
from the following letters in the Order Book : — 



Captain Bell, ist Cheshire E.D., to Major Hall, 

6M September, i886. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to report to you how completely satisfied I have been with the 
conduct of your corps, which I have had the pleasure of commanding at the English camp 
of instruction at Upnor. The work has been good, the drill excellent, and the discipline 
perfect. 




Colonel R. H. Anslke, C. 
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Extract from Lrter to Major Amstice from Captain J. W. Robbins, Adjutant, 
1ST Lanarkshire Engineer Volunteers, and Adjutant of the Provisional 
Battauon at Ufnor Camp, Chatham, 1886. 

I must congratulate yon on the efficient and smart beha\'iour of your corps in camp at 
Upnor a credit to any line regiment 

Small wonder that the commanding officer adds a note expressing his gratification 
with the contents of these letters, which reflect the greatest credit on all ranks, etc.*' 

The year 1887 saw the corps again in camp at Mar>'culter, and a detachment was 
as usual at Chatham; and a letter, copied into the Order Book, from Lieutenant 
Laidlaw of the 1st Lanark, dated 9th September, 1887, shows that the detachment had 
acted up to the reputation of previous squads, and the squad in 1888 earned similar 
praise. For the next few years there appears to be nothing exceptional to record, 
except that the battalion continued to flourish. A squad went annually to Chatham, 
camps were held periodically^ and an occasional sham fight varied the engineering 
work. 

In 1889 Major Anstice was compulsorily retired, but in the following year, 
on the retirement of Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, he was called to the command. 
Colonel Hall had commanded the corps ten years, and under his fostering care 
it had developed in a manner that must have been beyond his expectations. That 
his own popularity and keen interest in the corps were in a great measure 
responsible for its healthy state is certain, and, in retiring, he left an admirably- 
equipped corps to his successor. Sir Arthur Grant, Bart., of iMonymusk, was, 
on 2nd August of the same year, appointed honorary colonel of the corps, and has 
always taken great interest in its progress. The corps rented a piece of ground near 
Victoria Bridge, on which a shed was built, and acquired a boat, which was found 
useful in bridge-building, etc^ as well as for teaching the men to row. In 1892 the 
corps acquired a lease of about 5 acres of ground in Torr>', which became of great 
use for engineering purposes, drill, sports, etc. 

There was a camp at Culter in 1893, and another at Aboyne in 1896. In 1898 
the corps entered its present commodious headquarters in Hardgate— which waH 
specially built for the purposes of the regiment — the erection of which tended to 
strain somewhat the finances of the corps. While this was sr>, the popularity of the 
corps and the enthusiasm of its members were never more apparent, as the following 
order shows : — 

Aberdeen^ November nth, 1898. 

It is notified for general information that the capitation grant <;;irnf:rl fi^r tlir yrnt 
ending 31st October, 1898, is as follows : — 

Ordinary giant, /'..VU "^ '^ 

Extra half giant on increase of efficients, :rS '7 '' 

Grant for supplying greatcoats and equipment to extra n^t.viiM, lO j 1, 



298 



The History cf the Aberdeen Volunteers. 



This being the highest possible grant to be earned by the corps, and showing an iiK^ease 
of over ^200 on the grant of last year, the officer commanding desires to express his great 
satisfaction at the present state of the corps, and at the pains taken by the members of the 
corps to render themselves efficient, and so to contribute to its general efficiency. 

Captain Alexander Cook, who had long been associated with the corps, died this 
year, and the following graceful appreciation appears in the orders : — 

A^duHf 22Hd August^ 1898. 

The officer commanding has the sad duty of announcing to all under his command 
the death of Captain Alexander Cook, which took place last Saturday. He feels that his 
own deep sorrow is shared by all ranks, for no officer could have been more popular, 
more justly beloved, than Captain Cook. No officer could have set a better example 
in attendance to his duties, none could have shown a keener interest in the corps. 
Compelled to be absent many years on account of his seafaring duties, he yet clung to the 
corps, allowing himself to be superseded many times by officers junior to himself. Of late 
years, in spite of his duties at sea, he made a point of attending regularly during the 
summer drills; and the officer commanding feels that the corps has sustained a deep and 
heavy loss. In expressing the heartfelt r^^ret of himself and all ranks, he desires also to 
express their sincere condolence with the relations of the deceased in their sad bereavement 

On account of the sad occurrence, the concert and presentation of prizes, which was to 
have taken place on Friday next, will not now be held. 

The outstanding feature in the history of the corps was, as in many other volunteer 
corps, the share it took in the South African War. For some time it appeared 
as if the Engineer Volunteers were not to be called upon, and disappointment 
was keen, for the fire of patriotism burned as brightly in the breast of the 
engineer as in that of any other volunteer; but their turn came, and like their 
brethren of the Rifles, they manfully answered the call. Two Service Sections went 
to South Africa. The 1st Service Section consisted of the following men : — 



Number. 


Rank. 


Name. 


1 

Number. 


Rank. 


Name. 


« • • 


Lieutenant 


Dathie, R. A. 


6052 


Sapper 
Do. 


MitchcU, A. 


6040 


Sergeant 


Craig, J. 


! 6053 


Warrack, G. 


6041 


Corporal 


' Munro, J. 


6054 


Do. 


Mulholland, W. 


6042 


Lance-Corporal 


Catto, J. 


605s 


Do. 


Lee, A. 


6043 


Do. 


; M'Robb, J. 


6056 


Do. 


Nicoll, R. 


6044 


Sapper 
Do. 


Morrison, J. 


6057 


Do. 


Hardie, G. 


6045 


Martrox, B. 


6058 


Do. 


Walker. W. 


6046 


Do. 


M 'Donald, J. 


6059 


Do. 


Ambrose, A. 


6047 


Do. 


Rennie, G. 


6060 


Do. 


Robertson, G. 


6048 


Do. 


Davidson, A. 


' 6061 


Do. 


Patterson, A. 


6049 


Do. 


Howie, W. A. 


6062 


Do. 


Clark. J. 


6050 


Do. 


Bams, A. 


6063 


Da 


Sinclair, H. 


6051 


Do. 


Robbie, W. 

i 


6064 


Do. 


Camming, J. M. 



They left Aberdeen for the front on 4th March, 1900, under the command of 
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^ To-^aj, 



Laieutenauit Diiiliw ■ 
Africa is copied into 



The 
Bnm M moociit 



ol dse work of rhts section in South 
for icseif : — 

in rcrcsiii=i rt^on received nrom Major 
Ec^^jc^tn iz wtiicc ccoipaiiy the ist 
Sicth Afrca, . rczizcir^ :he manner in 



which the 

Ofticsr CoMiiAanMXG^ Rotal EsGcnz& V.:LV3rr: 

Bdbfe ki:ving ior home sccjt cc ;ccr mer. ^aktc cue to wn:e ihem a few 
lines about theirjear of Krvioe in chs coGccrr. vhii± ±^ thc-uii: migh: be of use to them 
in drfl life. I prooiind to do lo^ and enrioie herevrih. :v<=lTe slips -viiich I shall be much 
oUigied if joo win kiodlj distnbace. 

Since the secdoo joined ib we have hardly rad ar.j f-zr.hr^ : but. on ±e other hand, 
have had as kxig and beaty a spcQ of work as ar.y ixdy o? Royal Engineer, I think, in this 
coontrj. This work — especially ai Stgra! Hill. £Li=cscc:e:r.. whkh wc occu;^ied as an 
outpost last winter, and oo small poses in the lines cc ccc:3:.in:-'.adoR — has included much 
nif^t doty and considenbfe dwromfort, Yocr tzccl KjOt and all. have accepted this most 
cheerfjnlljf and pegged away right weC a: ±e^ wcrk. 

Your and Sectioo — ^wfaicfa, I am glad zo say, h^ jiist joined this company — promises 
to do likewise; 

Lieutenant Dntfaie has mentiooed the nksa^ of Ser^-rant Crai^ to me as specially 
deserving of promotion, and this reoommendation I fully endorse. 

I also concur with lirntffiant Dnthie in thinking thai No. 6060, Sapper C Robertson, 

would make a good and reliable non<Dmnussioaed otBcer, i: selected. He did particularly 

weD here. 

JL S. BURN MURDOCH, 

Major, O.C 47th Co., R.E. 
JBitmi^bmioii, Twmwmmi^ yd May, 1901. 

This is n ot ifi ed far genenl information, that the nocKommissioned officers and sappers 
of the ist Serace Section win be placed at the head of their respective ranks for future 
promotioiL 

The followring two Ofderi are also of interest :— 

lothjufy, 1902. 
The following eitmct firom the daily papers is published for information :--AmonK 
those rqifria lly ment ion e d by Lord Kitchener for sert-ice in South .Afri^^ arc the following :— 

Lieutenant R. A. Duthie (ist Aberdeen Roya! En^in^r Volunteers). 
Sergeant J. Cai^ (ist Aberdeen Royal Engineer Volunteers;. 
Coiponl B eveik^ ge (ist Abeideen Royal Engineer Volunteers;. 
and Coiponl J. Siewait (ist Aberdeen Royal Engin^rer Volunteers;. 
and Corpond G. Tumstdl (ist Lanarkshire Royal Engine':r Volunteers;. 

By order, 

G. A. CORNWALL Major, k.K. (V.), 
Acting Adjutant. 
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i9£l MmeadiT^ 190s. 
ExnukCT ntox ^Thk Lohdoit Gazktti;* datvd i^ith July, 190s. 

Tbe andennentiooed nonooamiissiooed officns of the Rapl E npnecis hxwc been 
mentioned in despatches ior good scnrioe rendered during the Sooth Atkan Campaign, 
1899-1903 : — 



1st Abodeea Roval Eagiaea (Volanucisy. 6040 fkifumi CIn%, ). agili laly, 1902. 

Dol ' do. 8151 Coipofml Dc w Bid le c W. . agdiJsiT, 

Dol do. 8152 aHiCorponl Sient.J. agdiJsK, 



By 

G. A. CORNWALL, Major, R.E. (V.), 
Acting Ad^ittanL 

The following is the roll of the 2iid Service Sectioo, which left Aberdeen on 
11th Mafxrh, 1901:— 



8150 Sagant Bojtl, J. H. 8163 S>4>P» Gmit, H. 

8151 Ca«pofml Bevendgc W. 8164 f^ Gffos, C 

8152 2BdCofpanJ Siewvt,J. « 8165 Do. Giles^J. 

8153 Laaoe-CoqxmJ Scewvt, J. 8t66 Da JaHtooo. J. M. 



8154 Sapper B«rTxx&. W. 8167 D(x U'Resaae. R. 

8155 D<x Bisset. \V. S16S Da ViooU. C 

8156 Da Browii:ee. J. 8169 Da Ren&ie, W. 

8157 Da Buns. R. 8170 Da Scocsie. T 



8158 Ihx Chcsser. R.a 8171 Da Srfbic W. 



{, 



8159 Da Dmrxisoo. F. G. 8172 Da 

8160 Da DoDJiiJ- 8173 Da Smith, W. 

8161 Da Forbes, W. 8174 Da Wbiteooss, A. 

8162 Da Gammer, .V 

These members also acquitted themselves satisfactorily. 

The Rev. Dr. Cooper, who had been chaplain to the corps from a very early 
period of its existence, tendered his resignation in consequence of his removal to 
a professorship in Glasgow University. The following is the order referring to 

Resignation of De. Cooper. 

^ist Jiautmarj, 1901. 

The officer commanding desires to express his deq> regret at the loss of Dr. Cooper, 
who has serred with the corps longer than any other oommissiooed officer. This regret he 
feeb convinced is shared by all the members of the corps. Dr. Cooper has always had 
the welfare of the corps at heart, and in his duties as chaplain, and in other respects in 
connection with the corps, has earned the respect aixi affection of all ranks. The officer 
commanding desires to intimate that he has recommerKied that Dr. Cooper be permitted to 
retain his rank and the right to wear his uniform. All th^efore will rejoice to hear that he 
has not entirely severed hb connection with the corps. 
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alao aemonbie in re sp ec t tiiat the corps was encamped 
at Chatfaam, and the ordsffs dearljr aiiov tiiat a period of useful, though hard, 
training was nndercooe^ The ta O a mi i Mg ordtr and letter are deemed worthy of 



A3€rdeeH, iii Aujpis/, 1901. 

The officer oammaadBOg vHbes to csprm bs ^rea: ga::^>'arTor. a: tr>e behaviour of the 
men of die ■■£"■*■■■* in the xeoeot cansp xz C::a±az. Trjgir ordtny c/jrvdoct in camp was 
espedaDjr inrm i iaiwt bf SL^or-GenetaJ Sff T. Fauer, «t^»e ^x^c^ie adjouu the camp field 

The imiiilgii iwi of pUKS nas EberalT grarv^ zr^ ±e oaer^ anl in rio case was the 

pririlcse abosed Om of a total of aboc 525 =>s£. ±«!Tt were or*!j three cases of 

wnU^tw^Anrt farooglK fadoBe the ofioer cflBSBSccac^ a=>2 gcjt oik of tr.tse vstious. This 

is a most laliifaftsy Hale of tfamp, and prcwes r>t ilizh toot zrA discipline which exists 

among the men. They had a hard week rJL Tjcr^gsrsjz wxx. vhich lYscy performed 

cheerlolly and wdL This camp is ±e moat uss&x.'xt co*: v-jt: the corp^ has ever 

uu dqgonei it vil Icnwe a httssg saaokt for 2>x^ trA z*£vJLi ^tat credit on all th^>sc 

who took pait m c 

fcy-jritr. 

G A. CORNWALL, R-E., 

A/.tL'.jf A^JTrtant, itt A-K-E. 

rsM Aufpift^ 1901, 
Sn, 
I have die honoar 10 vs^jr.. frx vr^ z^jrzAzyx, "/ v^t Otrvra.' ^rf'yjct 0>mrri^nding, 
Thames District, dmt, io marj x ^nMsrjt wxh i^ ".rCitn. I j'at^^jA tlv; A'>^'2^»T;^hir«: R//yal 
En g inrrr Vohaneers on SoOKdar. 17^. J^^, cr v^t *jrrr...':a::y:*r. '^^f v.ri/ ;<«tryyl in camp at 



The coips cune inccr cam^ oc iatsrdai i-sc. J ^7. a.vi rzjks^-:^. o.t or. th^r r^urn 
home on ajth Joly. 

I saw dK aKn on pnader iawpfryed rue :er.£%. ca-^vitr.. ry^vxcixLuyxy:/! fM/.Kt\* %u^%%^ 

Iw wrfal^ JOd ^^?TT 

I afaosav tfaeeotpsas work, di^i^ a uutirer v*r/:r. w.v. %'*i*rvti »-•. ir.Vrrvalv 'I hi* 
woris was CHiied ont nodcr dK eooc^ar:^ ^JSxjsn. I rja^t v^ rf;;/^. v^* v.#^ r;.rri//ut of th#r 
men was veiy saDdhctOfy; dbe caai^ fcrjrcL. *s.^.. v<trt ..'. -ly/i, ^^'Vt. 'Ir>; fi^i/i w^/rk 
p a fa i me d by the aKS km aty aeaspEcrirjc «u veil 'Jkrr^» ^j.\ T'j^ r/yrr. ai;^:dr t// hav; 
benrfaed by dK iwriaiiiaii tkey had TsAfsr^xJi ^. "Jks:^ 

The annnal ia^KCtion flf d&c «rjn r-a^ vw-, 'j*,'^h3C -:':*. -/^V* •r--^ '.^r;^ '-ar/*-: into 
camp at OMltia m , by the VmatX fjrj^^:^ "Ji '^jt V-r-c i- Irvr/'r \\ urj ..'.>.;/^/.tiori on 
die aTth July dbene nsse paesenc oe yaen^ ^^jrirj^n i\ -a*' ^//r.-. rr. ^^^r^y; off./,'f-;, ^/i ; 
bo||eE^ IS ; sqipcs^ ayo « J55, 

I sac** ^Jt trxxj'jr w ->t. v.* 

-->► V^vr*il.'. '.AVr.rr '//r.t.^/rri •;..% • rii'^l 



sniOlii^pHB; ly&t. 
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The years 1902-3 saw the corps in camp at Fort-George, and in 1904 it was 
again at Chatham (Fort Darland). On 7th of June, 1904, the corps lost the 
services of Colonel Anstice, and parted from him with sincere regret. The 
advantage of having a trained soldier as commander was obvious ; the advantage was 
infinitely greater when that soldier was one who, by his enthusiasm and whole-hearted 
interest in the corps, endeared himself to all with whom he came into contact. His 
enthusiasm was contagious, and the high state of efficiency of the regiment is the 
best compliment to his work. On his retirement, the officers showed their appreciation 
of his great services to the corps by presenting him with a silver statuette of himself, 
which bears the following inscription : — 

Presented to Colonel R. H. Anstice, C.B., as a token of their affection, by the Officers 
of the ist Aberdeenshire Royal Engineers (Volunteers), and the honorary members of their 
mess, on his retiring from the command of the regiment— June, 1904. 

Colonel Anstice was succeeded by the present commander. Colonel William Smith 
Gill, who had been associated with the corps for twenty years, and there is no 
reason to doubt that the enterprise which has all along characterised the regiment 
will be continued. The years 1905-6 showed no abatement in enthusiasm, and 
successful camps were formed both years at Montrose. 

The corps attended the Royal Review at Edinburgh in September, 1905, and a 
complete list of those present will be found in the appendix. In September, 1906, the 
corps assisted to line the streets on the memorable occasion of the visit of their 
Majesties the King and Queen to the city at the celebration of the quater-centenary 
of the University and the opening of the new buildings at Marischal College. 

The corps, 350 strong, was again in camp at Fort-George, from 20th to 27th July, 
1907, where it engaged in a series of very instructive engineering works, such as 
erecting frame and trestle bridge combined ; building full-sized redoubt ; erecting 
obstacles, and high and low wire entanglements, etc. It was inspected on Friday, 
the 26th July, by Colonel K. S. Burn Murdoch, who expressed himself as highly 
pleased with the camp arrangements and the work done by the corps. It is interesting 
to recall that Colonel Murdoch commanded the 47th Company, Royal Engineers, in 
South Africa, with which company both the Engineer Service Sections served. 

The following is a list of officers and men of this corps who have received the 
Volunteer Officers' Decoration and the Long Service Medal : — 

Volunteer Decoration. 

Rank Name. 

Colonel ... ... W. S. Gill. 

Captain and Honorary Major A. F. Mortimer. 

Captain and Honorary Major James Laing. 

The Volunteer Long Service Medau 

April, 1895. 

Sergeant ,•, J. H. Boyd. 

Company Sergeant -Major J* L. Porter. 

Company Sergeant-Major C. Wilson. 
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Captai ns — Coniinued. 



Ni 



William P. Crombie, 



Robert MhcbeU, . 



Due of 
Appoint Btf nt* 



.1 - 



30th Mar., 1906 



31st Mar., 1906 



Dale of 
RetiTfrnt. 



KemarkM. 



2nd Lieutenant, 24th Oct., 1900 ; Lieu- 
tenant, 2ist May, 1902. 

2nd Lieutenant, I4ih Nov., it)(X): Lieu 
tenant, 2l»t May, K/u ; t^oronniion 
Medal. 



LIEUTENANTS. 



Alexander Bfovn.. 
Francis Grant OgOrie. 

A. IL Rennie, 
John Haj Wikaa, 
Alexaader Rextb Gfaj. 
William Frfe. 
Charles LraH GtanL 



WiiliaK Webtter. . 
Robert Alri a iMJrf litiMC:. 



Arthur R. 
Charles Ji 

J 



Robot fifiboe. 



Date of 

ApponC; 



Date of 
K<Airea«eut. 



KrifiAikfe. 



June, 1883 
I5tfa Mar, 1883 

28th Aiis^« 1886 
27tb Nov , 1889 
liSdb Nor.. X894 
Sdbjnly. 1896 
24tfc NV»'.. 1897 

23rd Nor , J 898 
22Dfd Kor.. i8yy 



Sihfeb, 1886 
2tjd A;^ri" 1887 

9tJj Mardj 1889 
27'ij Maoii.iVM 
i8'L Mav. 1898 
yfa fjfie, i8y7 



Oaoj^t^c^j f'aptain, K K S M., and April, 
1887 



2rid Ii«rufe/iAOt, i jih Aj^iil, 1889. 

2r*d LiTU'-enaiit, l8»h Aj^fil, 1 894. 

2fjd Li«-u«-«rfi;»ii», 8<h July. i8y^ 

2'i'- J>Utr'j»«;ns».fj*, lyh M;#v, 18^/7 ; «:oiiiriiii>- 



5 '. A;>f ! l'//2 2J*C J^ir'.;»«rfi*.;>» Z'/Ji A(/fi), 1898 

Z'/C \A*r .\»:U'4X:\ 2'iiA A|/n! 18*// ; weiit lo 
V-''-;'f. hUtf.'*. i'. ','j:mit'4ttA -A Is' Vfvi/x 
V/;'.o'. ; V/'-". /-.fr;'^'. M«-'J;«!; "/ur^rfi** 
i-r.': K;f4ft./' M'vJ.'yfi-r)' Li»ru*.#:x,aii.» in 



22bC Not . l}ffy 

Ttb bejr. , jy:>j 

Jltb JtOrt:. 1902 

Jtijjnir. jyy; 
Jun J5r37 



,l.trfr rV.'2 
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Ja^ 189BL— Ser «i!v ** 



Gibbs, .... 3itf J«ly. 1889 I2di Dec. 1890 Coqxxal, Rofal EapDees ; ActiB| 

feant-lfjfiar. iitk Aa^^ 1889; vec 
■wdal ftx kxig KTvioe and coni oa 
t Itt Jahr. I^; fUMMjlfd Coa 
Sogeut-Maior. RiTral 
Jan. 1898^ 



Ji. P. Gaald, .... I2tfa Dec. 1890 i6di Oct.. 1895 SoceaBt-Vola&teer-Instractor, Rmal 

pnecTS ; ntwhiigpo at his own ra^ 



1 

J. H. IlaH, 4th Oct., 1894 I Scmant, Royal Eogineen ; 




Sd^'caiM-Major, 21 A Jan^ 1909 

R. BmfeM. .... 25lh Oct., 1895 28th Nor., 1902 Soceant, Rofal EngiDeers ; ntmtm 

corps datj. 

D. Beattie, 29di Nor., 1902 1 Serveant, Rojral Engiaects : Soath A 

* lledaL 1901. 

DBDcan Santh, .... 19th Jan.. 1907 * SeigeaDt, Roral E&gineers; acrpc 
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formation of a Bearer Company from Ist April, h889, and also that provision could 
only be made for it in the estimates for 1889-90. 

The original officers were : — 



A c/ing Surgeon — Alexander Macgregor, M.D., 
Acting Surgeon — J. Mackenzie Booth, M.A., M.D., 
Acting Surgeon — J. Scott Riddell, M.A., M.B., CM., . 
Quarter-master — A. A. de Lessert, L.n.S., 
ChapIain^Kev, James Smithy M 



May, 1889. 



l^'Sl'^'J""^''''- 



The corps, in June, 1889, obtained the services of Sergeant-Instructor Humphries, 
formerly of the 4th, afterwards of the 1st, Battalion King's Royal Rifles, and latterly 
of the Army Medical Corps. Much preliminary work was required before the corps 
was able to appear in public, and the work — including instruction and practice in 
stretcher drill and bandaging — was entered on with enthusiasm by both officers and 
men. The first dress parade of the corps took place in the hall of the Northern 
Friendly Society, George Street, on the evening of 23rd January, 1889, when there 
was a full muster of all ranks. The uniform was a dark blue cloth, with red facings, 
white waist-belts, swords, and the Geneva badge — ^a red cross on a white ground — 
affixed to the right sleeve of the tunic. The corps presented a very smart appearance. 
The first church parade was held on Sunday, 9th June, 1889, in St. George's-in-the- 
West Parish Church, at which the chaplain preached on the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. The corps, on Saturday, 15th June, marched out for the first time, 100 
strong, under the command of Surgeon Macgregor. The route chosen was the North 
Deeside Road, and on arriving at Cults, stretcher drill was engaged in. A detachment 
of fiftyl men, accompanied by the Surgeon-in-command and Surgeon Riddeli, put in a 
profitable week's training at Aidershot, where they had the honour of forming part 
of the troops reviewed by the German Emperor. On Saturday, 25th October, the 
year's work officially terminated by the inspection of the corps, on the Queen's Links, 
by Surgeon-General Irwin, Principal Medical Officer for the north-eastern district of 
Scotland, who expressed himself highly pleased with the smartness of the turnout 
and with the efficiency of the men. The strength of the corps at the end of the 
year was 97. 

The report of the year 1890 reads like a description of a real battle. On 17th May, 
after a march of four miles, accompanied by the ambulance waggon and two pack 
horses with cacolets and litters, a dressing station was formed, "wounded" were 
thrown out in the wood, the necessary dressings applied, the "wounded" removed 
to the collecting station by means of stretchers, etc., and thence by waggon to the 
dressing station. This was followed by a four days' march, of fifty officers and men, 
to illustrate field service in actual warfare: they encamped first at Bucklerbum, 
near Peterculter; then at Bishopsdam, Skene, where they remained till Monday. 
The camp was struck at 6 a.m. on that day, and the corps marched to town. 
Aidershot again saw a contingent of the corps, and the annual inspection was 
thoroughly satisfactory. This regimental camp or route march, and also the brigade 
camp at Aidershot, became a popular and special feature of this corps. The work at 




Surgeon -Caplain Alexander MacKreBor, M.U. 
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When men were wanted for South Africa, the corps was not behind the other 
city volunteers. The following members served during the war : — 

Corporal A. C. Stevens (received a commission in South Africa). 

Corporal Robert Watson. 

Private T. L. Petty. 

Private James M. Ritchie. 

Private Alexander Watt (killed in action). 

Private James Milne. 

In 1902, the corps became a royal one, and the name was changed to Royal 
Army Medical Corps (Volunteers). Its popularity among medical students is clearly 
shown by the fact that the corps not only maintained its full strength, but there 
were usually more recruits than vacancies. It was some considerable time, however, 
before the War Office would sanction an increase, but the Gordon Bearer Company, 
which was at first an independent unit of the Gordon Volunteer Infantry Brigade, 
was in August, 1903, equipped and officered by this corps. 

In 1905, the corps was increased by one company, 100 strong, and an extra 
transport section, 36 strong; and it now consists of two companies, with complete 
transport sections and necessary equipment for two field hospitals, and the Gordon 
Bearer Company, and, with its bugle and pipe bands, numbers close on 400 men. 

The corps was present at Edinburgh, in September, 1905, at the Royal Review 
{see chapter on Royal Reviews), and in connection therewith, the commanding officer. 
Major Riddeli, had conferred on him the honour of M.V.O. (4th class), being one 
of the twelve volunteer officers present that day who received the decoration. He 
was invested with the Royal Victorian Order by the King, at Buckingham Palace, on 
18th December, 1905. 

On 16th June, 1906, the corps, under the new system of organization for the 
regulars, paraded and marched to Hazelhead, where it received special instruction 
in the pitching of a field ambulance camp, being a complete field hospital in three 
sections for 150 patients, and camp equipment for the 252 men of the corps who are 
in charge of the camp and hospital. 

During the royal visit to Aberdeen at the quater-centenary celebrations of the 
University, in September, 1906, the University Company of the corps did special duty; 
a party of thirty was detailed, under the command of Lieutenant J. Smart, to act as 
guides to distinguished medical guests, while 50 rank and file, under the command of 
Major Scott Riddeli, M.V.O., Lieutenant Smart, and Lieutenant Noble, formed the 
special royal guard of honour, the men being drawn up at Marischal College in the 
archway leading to the college quadrangle, where they received their Majesties with 
the royal salute, on arrival and departure from the college. The further duty 
devolved on the corps of taking entire charge of the ambulance arrangements 
throughout the city on the day of the royal visit, the commanding officer having been 
asked by the military authorities and the Town Council to be responsible for these. 
He detailed nine ambulance stations, which were established at certain points along 
the arrival and departure routes, three stationary and five motor ambulances; the 
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motor ambulances exhibited a small red cross flag, and had, in addition to the driver* 
a medical officer in chai^ge, with a sergeant and ambulance equipment. 

The following are details of the stationar>' ambulances : — 

Station A was situated at Union Bridge, and consisted of i8 men from the Gordon 
Bearer Company and two men from B Company, with i ambulance waggon, 8 stretchers, 
4 stretcher squads^ and 2 nurses, all under the command of Captain Kelly, M.D. 

Station B was in Castle Street, and consisted of 20 men from B Company, with similar 
equipment to A, under the commaiK) of Captain Eraser, M.B. 

Station C was at the Joint Station, under the command of Lieutenant Howie, M.B., 
and consisted of squads of men from the Caledonian and Great North of Scotland Railway 
Companies' employees, who had been trained in ambulance work. The equipment was 
similar to the other stations, and was provided by the Aberdeen Centre of the St Andrew's 
Ambulance Association. 

Each of the five motor ambulances consisted of a motor car and stretcher squad, and 
were posted at selected points along the whole routes. 

The officers in charge were as under : — 

A Station Captain Fortescue. 

B do Lieutenant Rorie. 

C do Lieutenant Milne. 

D do Captain Lister. 

£ do Captain A. Ogston. 

At headquarters, Major RiddelFs motor car was posted as a reserve, while dressing 
stations were provided at convenient nursing homes throughout the city. 

Members of the corps who were not on duty as above were under the command of 
Captain A. W. Macintosh, and assisted to line the route. 

The services rendered by the corps on this occasion were highly appreciated by 
all concerned, and gave the public a practical demonstration of the usefulness of the 
corps in times of peace as well as in warfare. The commanding officer received 
from the Town Council of Aberdeen, through the Town Clerk, a special letter of 
thanks, to be conveyed to the officers and men of the corps, for their excellent 
services on the day of the King's visit. 

In 1906 the corps had, for the Rrst time, the services of a band, which consists 
of Pipe-Major Watt, with four pipers, a drummer, and two side drums. There is, in 
addition, a bugle band. 

The commanding officer, on the occasion of the annual presentation of prizes in 

I^ecember, 1906, intimated that the report which had been received from the General 

Officer Commanding-in-Chief in Scotland with regard to the annual inspection was the 

''est ever received, and he was hopeful that the corps, which consisted of 17 officers 

and 345 men, would soon obtain the services of an adjutant. The following extracts 
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from the orders of November, 1906, give an excellent idea of the educational 
importance of the work accomplished by this corps: — 



A series of Lectures on Sanitation will be given during the Winter Training, commencing 
in February. 

The following is a Syllabus of the Lectures and practical work for the Winter, which 
the whole of B Company, the Gordon Bearer Company, Transport Companies, and Band 
must attend. Hour of meeting, 8 p.m. : — 



January 8 — 

Lecture — Anatomy and Physiology. 
Triangular Bandage (Practical). 

Captain Listkr. 

January 15 — 

Lecture — Circulatory System. 
TrianguUr Bandage (continued). 

Captain Kblly. 

January 22 — 

Lecture — Respiratory System. 
Application of Splints (Practical). 

Optain Ogston. 

January 29 — 

Lecture — Fractures and Dislocations. 
Arresting Bleeding (Practical). 

Captain Frasbr. 



Febmmty $ — 
Lecture— Wounds, Barns, Shock, etc 
Progress using Tallies (Practical). 

Captoin Mitchell. 

Fibruary 12— 
Lecture— Resuscitation of the apparently drowned 
Da do. do. (Practical). 

Smart. 



February 19 — 
Lecture — Fits and Poisoiiiqg. 
(Carriage of Patients for difierent Injuries. 

Lieutenant Rorib. 

February 76— 

Prepress on the above. 
Improvised Stretchers. 

Lieutenant Milne. 



There has been awarded one Volunteer Long Service Medal to a member of the 
corps, viz., Staff-Sergeant A. Machray, of the Gordon Bearer Company. 

The corps has been specially fortunate in having officers who have been, and 
are, enthusiastic in their profession, and especially in hospital work; and it has 
also been fortunate in having, from the start, the services of so enthusiastic and 
popular a non-commissioned officer as Staff-Sergeant Humphries. He was retired 
in September, 1904, after all but fifteen years' service, and received permission to 
retain his rank and wear the uniform of the corps. The corps has however been 
able to retain his services in another capacity. He was succeeded by Staff-Sergeant 
A. F. Ovens, a capable and experienced non-commissioned officer, who was in the 
Army Medical Corps for twenty years, and holds the King's South African medal, 
with two clasps. The staff-sergeant for the Bearer Company is J. Ferraro, who was 
also connected with the Royal Army Medical Corps for over twenty years. He saw 
active service in South Africa, and holds the Queen's and King's medals, with six 
clasps. He became sergeant-instructor to the Gordon Bearer Company on 25th 
December, 1903. 




Riddell, M.V.O.. M.A 
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The following is a list of the officers of the corps from the commencement : — 

ABERDEEN COMPANIES, ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS (VOLUNTEERS). 

MAJORS. 



N 



A|>pOllltMCBt> 



I 



Due of 
RetiresMnt. 



Previous Record. 



J. Mackenxie Booth, M.A., M.D., Major in Com- 
mand, 190a 

J Scoli Riddell, M.V.O.. M.A., * Major, 1902 ; 
M.B., Major in Com- 

mand, 1904 



2nd July. 1904 



Acting Surgeon, 1889 ; Surgeon-Captain, 
189a 

Acting Surgeon, 1889 ; Surgcon^Captain, 
1890; Major, July, 1902. Appointed 
Honorar>' Associate of the Order of the 
Hospital of St. lohn of Jerusalem in 
England, Feb., 1897 ; created Memlwr 
of the Ro}'al Victorian Order (4th Qau), 
Sept., 1905. 





CAPTAINS. 




Name. 


Ditte ot 

Appoinunent. 


Date of 
Retirement. 


Previous Record. 


Alexander Macgr^or, M.!)., 


Acting Surgeon, 
8th Al^J., 1889; 
Snr. • Captain, 
1890 


Transferred to 
19th Middle- 
sex, 19th 
Aug., 1897 


Surgeon in Command, May, 1889. 


Charles F. D. Urqnhart, M.B., 
CM., 


4th Sept., 1897 


Transferred to 
London Com- 
pany, 1898 


Surgeon-Lieutenant, 1893 ; trannferred to 
London Company, 26th Oct , 1898. 
Served in South Africa, and is now In 
Bluemfontein, South Africa. 


'^- W. Macintosh, M.A., M.D., . 


26th Feb., 1902 




Surgeon-Lieutenant. 1898. 


"^^ H. Lister, B.A, M.D., . 


3rd Jeb., 1904 


• • • • • 


Surgeon- Lieutenant, 190a 


^^- A I. Fortescue, M.B., . 


26th March, 1904 




Surgeon- Lieutenant, 1901. 


^- Kelly, M.D., .... 


26th March, 1904 




Surgeon- 1 Jeutenunt, 1901. 


"^^ Ogston, M.A., M.B., 


26th March, 1904 




Surgeon-Lieutenant. 1901. 


^- Frascr, M.A., M.B., 


26th March, 1904 




Surgeon-Lieutenant, 1901. 


^*- Milcbell, M.B., 


20th Dec, 1905 




Surgeon- 1 jcutenunt, 5th Volunirn lUtulInn 
(iortlon llighlnndrrt, lK<>Mi Liru 
tenant, Ktiyal Army Mnlicul Coipe, 11/1^ 


J- Smart, M.A., M.B., . 


Feb., 1907 




Licutcnunt, 27th Junr, ii)i\\. 


^' >V. Milne, M.B., . 


Feb., 1907 




Lieutenant , 271 h June, K^oj. 


^- I> Noble, M.R, 


Feb., 1907 




Lieutcnuni, i.^tli Au|{Uiii, iqdj. 


'^*^d Rorie, M.B., 


1 2th June, 1907 




Licuti'UiUil. Iflark Wuleh hniirr ( '(iiii)niiiv, 
1903; Lieutciuinl, Mth Match, ujn»%. 


— --_ 
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LIEUTENANTS. 



NAm« 


Date of 
Appointmeot. 


Dauof 
RettreoMnt. 




^^ ■inc» 


Pirevious R/ooovd* 


• 

J. Innes, M.R 

P. Howie, M.R. 

Lewis Da^ie Cruickshank, M.B. . 

1 


2nd Dec., 1905 

14th March, 1906 
7tb May, 1907 • 




Quarter-master and Honorary Lientemot, 
1905. 

• • « • • 



QUARTER-MASTERS. 



Name. 



A. A. de Lessen, L.D.S-, 

J. Cromar, L.D.Sm 

D. H. Ehithie, M.A., B.L, . 



Date of 

Appointment. 



May, 1889 
24th Jan., 1903 
7th April, 1906 



Date of 
Rettreaent. 



Previou s Reootd. 



13th Dec, 1902 : Honorary Captain, 1898. 

Honorary Lientenant 
Honorary Lientenant 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

Scottish Volunteer Reviews. 

Review of 1860. 

The success that attended the first review of English volunteers, held at Hyde 
Park, on 23rd June, 1860, made it tolerably certain that Her Majesty Queen Victoria 
vould hold a similar review in Scotland, and there was undoubtedly a strong desire 
m the part of the Scottish nation that a review should be held in Edinburgh of 
:he Scottish volunteer forces. 

On 16th July, formal intimation of Her Majesty's intention to hold a review of 
volunteer corps on 7th August, 1860, was made to the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 
ind corps desirous of being present were asked to notify their desire to the War 
3ifice, through the Lords Lieutenant of their respective counties, not later than 
Ist August. 

In the course of the following three weeks various memoranda were issued by the 
A^ar Office authorities on the subject of the review, the most important provision, 
lated 2nd August, 1860, being that the presence of volunteer corps at the review 
(ras on the understanding that there should be no charge on the public caused 
hereby; that the arrangements for their conveyance and accommodation should be 
nade by the corps ; and that all orders and instructions issued on the occasion should 
>e strictly obeyed. Instructions of the most explicit nature were issued with regard to 
he organization, brigading of the different corps, conduct of the review, arrival of the 
roops at the different rendezvous, and their departure from the parade-ground at the 
ermination of the review. The preparations to receive 20,000 troops, not to speak of 
he enormous influx of visitors from all parts of Great Britain, would have taxed the 
*esources of any community. The Edinburgh civic authorities were enthusiastically 
supported by the public, and buildings of every description that could be utilized were 
mhesitatingly placed at the disposal of the City Council, and turned into temporary 
iccommodation for the citizen soldiers ; and the care with which the comfort of the 
nembers of the new force was looked after, and the satisfaction the arrangements 
;ave to those concerned, showed that Edinburgh had risen to the occasion. 

The review was held in the Queen's Park, which, dominated as it is by Arthur Seat 
uid Salisbury Crags, forms, probably, the finest natural amphitheatre and grand stand 
in the world. The Crags were densely crowded with a mass of spectators — estimated 
at no less than 200,000; and the sight that met the eyes of the volunteers as they 
marched on to the parade-ground was one which could not easily be forgotten. 
Twenty-two thousand volunteers assembled from all parts of Scotland and the Border 
counties to pass before the eye of their Sovereign — a number greatly exceeding the 
highest estimate formed previous to the review, and greater than the number of 
volunteers who paraded before the Queen, in Hyde Park, in the previous June. It 
is not our fask to give a detailed account of the review, except so far as concerns 



The History of the Aberdeen Volunteers. 



/Vberdeen volunteers ; and it need only be added that the weather conditions were 

:ect ; all arrangements, military and municipal, were admirable ; and the drill and 

ring of the volunteers surprised even the most sceptical military critic The public 

re delighted ; and, what was more important than all, Her Majesty was pleased to 

press her satisfaction and gratification. 

A complete list of the volunteers who were present at this review appeared in an 
iteresting account of it, by Mr. Ernest Ralf Vernon, published in 1860 by Mr. Wm. 
K Nimmo. 

In Aberdeen, the 1st Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers (at that time known as the 
Sth Aberdeenshire) early decided to take part in the review. The question was, of 
course, an anxious one, as the Government had made it quite clear that the whole 
expense was to be borne by the corps or the individual members. But these difficulties 
appeared, only to be surmounted. The men, where they were able, ungrudgingly 
paid their own expenses ; and in cases where they were not able, the officers dipped 
cheerfully into their own pockets. Immediate steps were taken to have the battalion, 
thoroughly well drilled; and during the week immediately preceding the review, 
parades were ordered for every alternate evening, and ''no volunteer who has noft: 
attended at least three of these parades can be permitted to take part in the review.' "* 
The following memorandum was issued to the battalion, and shows the care witti 
which the preparations were made: — 

Memorandum for the Guidance of the Regiment at the Review before 
Her Majesty, at Edinburgh, on Tuesday, 7TH August, i860. 

Words of command given by the Generals of Division and Brigade are printed in 
capitals ; those given by Commanders of Battalions, in italics. 

Brigadiers repeat all words of command given by the General of Division. 

In a line of contiguous columns, the caution will be repeated by Brigadiers and Com 
manders of Battalions only. 

Commanders of Battalions name the battalion before giving any executive word 
command, as "6M Aberdeenshire — Attention!" 

The volunteers will be divided into divisions and brigades, and will be formed into a ^ 
of battalion contiguous columns at quarter distance. 

The interval between battalions will be six paces ; the same interval between divi.* 
and brigades. 

When the line is formed, the General will give the caution — ** The Line will co» 
attention, and shoulder." Brigadiers and Commanders of Battalions having rej 
the caution. Commanders of Battalions will give the words " Attention — Shoulder arms.*' 

The General will then give the caution — "Officers will take Post in I 
Order.*' This having been repeated by brigadiers and officers commanding battali 
latter will give the words, ** Officers to the front,*' upon which the officers of the 1 
will recover their swords, and on the words, " Quick march,'' will move to the front, 
and officers commanding companies by the first flank, supernumeraries by the revei 
when two paces in front of No. i Company, the officers will wheel inwards and size fr 
to centre. When in their places, they will be dressed, by the major, from the rigJ 
his word, " Steady f" will post swords and look straight to their front. At the " Re 
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hilt of the sword is just below the chin, blade perpendicular, eye to the left, the thumb 
extended on the side of the handle, the elbow close to the body. At the '' Post," the sword 
is held diagonally across the body, edge of the blade upwards, right arm extended, left hand 
as high as and in front of the shoulder, forefinger and thumb of the left hand holding 
the blade, knuckles to the front, elbows close to the side. 

The Commanding Officer will be three paces in front of the centre of the officers ; the 
remaining field officers, two paces in front of the line of officers, dividing the distance between 
the Commanding Officer and the flanks ; the adjutant on the left of the officers. The 
surgeons in rear of the battalion ; the staff sergeants in rear of them. 

The General Officer Commanding will be stationed in front of the centre of the line ; the 
Generals of Divisions in front of the centre of their divisions ; and the Brigadiers in front of 
the centre of their brigades. 

The band will be formed up in the rear of the battalion, and will not march past or play 
at the review. 

When Her Majesty arrives at the Royal Standard, the Brigadiers will repeat the General's 
words, '' Royal Salute," and Commanders of Battalions will give the words, (6th Aberdeen- 
shire) " Present artns.^ After " God Save the Queen " has been played twice. Brigadiers will 
repeat the General's words, '^ The Line will Shoulder/' and Commanders of Battalions 
will give the words, " Shoulder arms "/ after which Her Majesty will drive down the line, from 
right to left. Every officer and man will look perfectly straight to his front, and during Her 
Majesty's inspection will not, on any account, turn the head towards Her Majesty, and will 
neither speak nor move. 

When Her Majesty has completed the inspection. Brigadiers will repeat the General's 
words, "Officers will take Post with their Battalion," and Commanders of 
Battalions will give the words, " Officers take post ^' upon which the officers will recover swords, 
and face outwards from the centre ; those who came up by the left flank^ facing to the left, 
and those who came up by the right flank, facing to the right ; and on the words, " Quick 
March," the whole will move back to their places in column. 

The Brigadiers will then repeat the General's words, ** The Line will March Past, in 
Quick Time, in Open Column," "Take Ground to the Right in Fours." Com- 
manders of Battalions will give the words, ^^ Fours ^ Right — Quick march^ Captains of 
companies will not change their flanks ; the senior supernumerary will lead on the left flank of 
the front rank of fours ; the dressing will be by the left ; covering sergeants will not lead 
the companies — this will be done by the senior supernumerary sergeant. 

Each battalion in succession, when it has cleared the first point, will receive the words, 
^^ Front turn — fy the left** from its commander, upon which the whole battalion will turn to 
the front and continue the march, without any pause, dressing by the left, officers 
commanding companies looking straight to their front, and covering correctly, the super- 
numeraries seeing that the men take up their dressing smartly and without noise. When at 
six paces more than the wheeling distance from the second point, Commanders of Battalions 
will order officers to change their flanks, which they will do, at the double, by the rear. When 
the officers change their flanks, the left hand men must continue to march on the flag, and 
c^Scers will not give the words, ^^ By the rights* until the wheel of the column is completed. 
When the leading company is at wheeling distance from the flag. Commanders of Battalions 
will give the words, " Column^ left wheel— Double^'' on which all but the front company will 
make a half turn to the right. No. i Company will move with a very short pace, the other 
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companies a full pace, officers taking care to preserve the quarter distance ; during the wheel, 
perfect silence must be kept by all ranks. When the column has completed the wheel, the 
Commander will give the words, '*/5vw" and ^^ Quick — Shoulder arms," When the rear 
company of the battalion on front of them is twenty-five paces from their leading company, 
Commanders of Battalions will give the words, '* Open out to whetling distance from the front ; 
remaining companies^ mark time^^ upon which No. i Company will continue the march by the 
right ; when No. i is at wheeling distance from No. 2, the officer commanding No. 2 will give 
the words, ** No. 2, Form " and " By the righi^ and so on throughout the companies. 

Mounted officers only will salute 

As soon as the leading company immediately in the rear has passed Her Majesty, 
Commanders of Battalions will give the words, *' On the march close to quarter distance on the 
leading company ; remaining companies y double.^' When at quarter distances, officers com- 
manding companies will give the word, " Quick J^ When up to the third point. Commanders 
of Battalions will give the words, " Column^ left wheel — Double,^* When square, " Form " and 
** Quick — By the Uft^^ on which officers commanding companies will double by the rear to the 
left of their companies, and then look straight to their front for the covering, carefully 
preserving the quarter distance. 

When at the fourth point, commanders will wheel their battalions in the same manner 
at the double. Officers will not change flanks. When square, commanders will give the 
words, ** Form^' and ^* Quick^'* and when six paces more than wheeling distance from the 
battalion in front of them, will give the words, ^^ Battalion^ left wheel — Double'^ ; when square, 
" Halt— Dressy 

At the end of the review, officers will be ordered to the front, in the same manner as 
laid down in Section 2, after which the Brigadiers will repeat the GeneraVs words — **The 
Line will advanck in Rf.view Order." Commanders of Battalions will give the words, 
** Shoulder arms — Quick march" On the Brigadiers holding up their swords, Commanders of 
Battalions will hold up their swords and give the word, ** /^///." Brigadiers will repeat 
*' Royal Salute," and Commanders of Battalions will give the words, ''^ Present arms y' and, 
on the Brigadiers* order, the words '* Shoulder arms" 

By order, 

S. RAWSON, 

Adjutant, 6th Aberdeen Rifle Volunteers. 

No volunteer was allowed to be in the ranks on this auspicious occasion who was 
not proficient in drill; and special attention was directed to uniformity in dress: 
"only officers and sergeants are to wear gloves, which are to be black or dark grey; 
the chin strap is to be worn down ; no shirt collar to appear; no knee caps to be taken; 
no oilskin covers to be worn on the forage cap/' 

The battalion paraded at Guild Street Station — then the Scottish North-Eastern 
Railway Company's Station— at 11.30 p.m., on 6th August, to depart at midnight, but 
it was nearly an hour after the advertised time before Aberdeen was left behind. 
The train was due at Edinburgh at 6.15 a.m., but it was almost eight o'clock before 
Haymarket was reached, whence they at once marched to their rendezvous, the 
Orphan Hospital, Dean Bridge, to the inspiriting air of " The Blue Bells of Scotland." 

The battalion here found ample and thoroughly satisfactory preparations for the 
comfort of both the inner and the outer man. In due course, the regiment paraded 
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id marched to the Orassmarket, where the command was assumed by Msgor 
icairn. The corps was joined there by the 7th Aberdeenshire (Huntly), 1st Inverness 
Iministrative Battalion, 1st Sutherland, and 1st Nairnshire Corps, which were 
lited to form a battalion of the requisite strength. 

The parade state, in the Order Book, is as follows: — 

Parade State, 1st Aberdeenshire Volunteers. 



Edinburgh^ August ytA, i860. 

Review before Her Majesty. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Christie commanding 3rd Brigade, ist Division. 
Major Pitcaim, 23rd Department Battalion, commanding Battalion. 



Companies. 


Officers. 


Sergeants. 


Rank and File. 


No. I, . 


Captain Jopp, Acting Major . 
Lieutenant Cooper 
Ensign Allen 


2 


33 


,, 2, . 


Captain Thomson .... 
Lieutenant Edmond 


I 


30 


>» 3» • 


Captain Stevenson 
Ensign Scott 


3 


46 


, 4, . 


Captain Robinson .... 
Lieutenant Grant 
Ensign Bothwell 


4 


40 


»> 5> • • • 


Captain Sir William Forbes 
Lieutenant Hogarth 


3 


59 


, 6, . 


Lieutenant Kemp .... 
Ensign Bower 


2 


47 


, 7» • • 


Captain Simpson .... 
Lieutenant Macdonald 
Lieutenant Paul 


3 


69 


8, 


Captain Keith .... 
Lieutenant Stephen 
' Ensign Clark 


3 


5a 


»» 9> • 


Captain Abernethy 
Lieutenant Duthie 
Ensign Cornwall 


4 


36 




25 


412 



Surgeon — P. Redfern, M.D. 
Assistant Surgeon — G. Carr, M.D. 



S. RAWSON, Adjutant, 
2nd Battalion, 3rd Brigade, ist Division. 
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A field state, also written into the Order Book, shows the composition of the battalion 
in which the Aberdeen corps was included : — 



Field State, jnd Battalion, 3RD Brigade, the ist Division. 

Edinburgh^ jtA August^ i860. 



Name of Corps. 


Officers. 


Non-com. 
Officers. 


Rank and Ffle. 


Total 


I St Aberdeen, 
7th Company, Huntly, 
I St do. Inverness, 
3rd do. do. 
4th do. do. 
I St Sutherland, 
Nairnshire, . 






27 
2 

4 

3 

3 
8 

3 


25 

3 

3 

3 

3 
8 

a 


1 
41a 1 464 

45 , 50 

58) 

44 174 

53J 
144 160 

47 52 








50 


47 


803 


900 



It is worthy of note that there were no corps either of artillery or rifles from 
Banffshire, and that the only Aberdeenshire corps represented, apart from the city 
of Aberdeen, was Huntly; while the artillery was represented by the 4th Aberdeen- 
shire — Captain Forsyth, 2 subalterns, and 35 rank and file. Kincardineshire was 

represented by the 1st Kincardineshire (Artillery) and the 4th (Rifles). The Kincardine- 
shire Rifles, along with the Perth and Elgin corps, formed the 3rd Battalion, 
commanded by Major Sir A. G. Gumming, Bart., of the 3rd Brigade. The Aberdeen 
and Kincardine Artillery, along with the 1st to 7th Forfarshire and 1st Caithness, 
formed the 3rd Battalion, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson, C.B., R.A., 
of the 1st Artillery Brigade. 

The Northern Battalion, if it may be so called, for it was now composed of men 
from Aberdeen — town and county, Inverness, Sutherland, and Nairn, formed the 2nd 
Battalion of the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Division, and was under the immediate 
command of Major Pitcairn, with Captain Jopp, of No. 1 Company, as acting major; 
the brigade was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Christie, Aberdeen, and the 
Division by Lord Rokeby. From the Grassmarket, the battalion wended its way 
through crowded streets to its allotted place in the Park. 

The proceedings passed off admirably, and from every point of view the review was 
a great success. The volunteers felt that they were, in a sense, on trial, and every 
nerve was strained to perform their part well — and they acquitted themselves in so 
admirable a manner that even the harshest military critic was fain to confess that 
they had done so, and this opinion was corroborated by the general public. The 
success of the review entirely dissipated any doubts that may have been entertained 
on this subject. It was universally acknowledged that the volunteers had come to 
stay ; that magnificent march-past before Her Majesty was like stepping proudly into 
the arena as defenders of their Queen and countr>'. Henceforth, the enemies of \i^^ 
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•ritish nation had to reckon, not only with the navy and army, but also with the 
rmy of citizen soldiers. 

The Aberdeen corps marched direct from Queen*s Park to Haymarket, where 
entrained for the return journey. It was about six o'clock on Wednesda>' morning 
"e they arrived in Aberdeen, weary, hungr>% dirt>% but happy in the knowledge that 
ley had ably maintained the honour of Bon-Accord. 

On 10th August, the following general order was issued : — 

Iforse Guards, loth August^ x86o. 

The Adjutant-General has received the Queen's commands to convey her thanks to the 
several corps of Artillery and Rifle Volunteers assembled at Edinburgh on the 7 th instant, 
and to assure them of the satisfaction and gratification with which Her Majesty beheld the 
magnificent spectacle there presented to her. 

Her Majesty could not see without admiration the soldier-like bearing of the different 
corps as they passed before her, and she finds in the high state of efficiency, to which they 
have attained in an incredibly short space of time, another proof that she may at all times 
surely rely on the lojralty and patriotism of her people for the defence, in the hour of need, of 
the freedom and integrity of the Empire. 

By order, 

JAMES YORKE SCARLETT, Adjutant-General. 

Along with the foregoing came the following letter to the Lords Lieutenant of the 
irious cotinties : — 

War Office f 13M August^ i860. 

I have the pleasure of enclosing a copy of a general order in which the Adjutant-General 
has been authorised to express Her Majesty's admiration of the soldier-like bearing of the 
volunteers reviewed before Her Majesty, at Edinburgh, on Tuesday last, and of the high state 
of efficiency to which they had attained in an incredibly short space of time, and in which Her 
Majesty finds another proof that she may at all times rely upon their patriotism and loyalty. 

In communicating this document to you, and requesting you to enclose copies of it to the 
commanding officers of the different corps in your county, I avail myself of the opportunity to 
express the high gratification with which Her Majesty's Government have observed the rapid 
success of the volunteer movement throughout the country, the zeal and public spirit which 
were displayed by the corps present at the late review, and the very efficient manner in which 
they went through the various movements that they were called upon to perform on that 
occasion. 

I have also to convey to you the thanks of the Government for the assistance which you 
have afforded me in the raising and organising of this force, and for the zeal with which you 
have discharged the onerous duties which have devolved upon you in connection with it. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

S. HERBERT. 
Her Majesty's lieutenant for the County of 

X3 



324 The History of the Aberdeen Volunteers. 



Rbvibw op 1881. 

Twenty-one years had passed away since the first great volunteer review had 
been held in Queen's Park, Edinburgh, and it was with a feeling of intense satisfaction 
that volunteers learned that Queen Victoria intended to celebrate the coming of age of 
the movement by holding another Scottish Review, in the same place, on the 25th of 
August, 1881. The volunteer movement had not been a mere whim of the moment, 
a toy that the merchants and artizans would drop when they wearied of the incessant 
round of drill, year after year. It had gone on increasing and prospering ; and as its 
healthy manhood more than maintained the brilliant promise of its early youth, in the 
same way its proficiency had all but silenced the carping critic. The ranks had steadily 
gone on increasing not only in numbers but in efficiency, and the volunteer kept pace 
with all the changes and improvements in drill and weapons that the teaching of 
experience had induced the military advisers of our country to adopt. Generations of 
volunteers had entered the ranks as raw recruits, and, after a training more or less 
prolonged, had passed from the ranks to private citizenship as citizens of the British 
Empire who had received such military training as would enable them, in the event 
of a great national emergency requiring the services, not only of existing volunteers, 
but of all British arms, to take their places, either as officers or in the ranks, with 
such a knowledge of drill, discipline, and of the use of arms as could not fail to be 
of utility to the country ; and all this was accomplished without conscription, or 
anything approaching it. 

Measures were speedily taken by the commanders of the Artillery, the Engineer, 
and the Rifle corps to get the battalions into review order, and special battalion 
parades were held on the Links, during the month of August, in preparation for 
the event, as the following order issued to the 1st Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers 
will show: — 

The Battalion will parade on the Links, in undress uniform, on Wednesday, 17th, on 
Friday, 19th, on Monday, 22nd, and Tuesday, 23rd inst., at 7.30 o'clock p.m., when the 
following movements will be practised, viz. : — 

(i). Marching in fours, with due regard to dressing and distance. 

(2). Forming column on the march from fours, and closing to quarter column. 

(3). Formation of battalion for review (wdV "Field Exercise," Part VIL, s. 2, paras, i 

and 3). 

(4). Salute. 

(5). Marching past in quarter column. 

(6). Moving to a flank, and wheeling in fours at the double. 

(7). Moving into an alignment from a point in rear of it. 

It was intimated that those failing to attend those parades would not be allowed 
to take part in the review. 

The battalion left Aberdeen for Edinburgh, at midnight, on 24th August, and on 
arrival marched to the rendezvous, Stewart's Hospital. They were afterwards 
marched by Colonel Jopp to the Queen's Park. 

The total number of volunteers present, including those of the English border 



The Volunteers of To-day. 



325 



ounties, as in 1860, was 40,624, under the command of Major-General Macdonald, 
hat is, practically double the number present in 1860, and the review will live in the 
lemory of all present, for the admirable manner in which the volunteers conducted 
hemselves under the most trying circumstances. A pitiless rain continued for the 
;reater part of the day, and the parade-ground was reduced to a quagmire. In such 
ircumstances the operations were carried on; and the "wade past," or "splash 
ast," Her Majesty was accomplished with a steadiness and precision that evoked 
dmiring plaudits from the hundreds of thousands of spectators who assembled on 
he plain and on the slopes of Arthur Seat and Salisbury Crags, notwithstanding 
he inclemency of the weather. 

The Aberdeen Rifle Volunteers formed the 3rd Battalion of the 4th Brigade of the 
St Division. This brigade was composed as follows : — 

Commander — Brigade-Colonel Dalyell, ist Regimental District. 
^/V/(f-^<f-Cii////— Captain W. Wilkie, 3rd Battalion, the Royal Scots. 
Brigade Major — Captain W. D. Shaw, the Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment). 





Officers. 


Men. 




ist— 6th Lanarkshire R.V.C., . 
2nd — Do. do. 
3rd — ist Aberdeen do. 
4th — ist Inverness do. 
5th — ist Linlithgow do. 


22 
22 

28 
22 


610 

615 

617 
629 


Lieutenant-Colonel A. Morrison. 
Do. P. Forrest. 
Do. W. Jopp. 
Do. Cluny Macpherson. 
Do. A. Gillon. 


Totals, 


124 


3009 





The Aberdeen Artillery were represented by 19 officers and 461 men, and formed 
»art of the 1st Brigade of 1st Division. The Aberdeen Engineers were also 
present in the 1st Brigade of 3rd Division, and were represented by 5 officers 
ind 122 men. 

Of the Aberdeen Rifles it was reported at the time that they were 

in splendid marching trina, and went past Her Majesty with a light and easy step, which 
every one admired. They kept their company distance with almost mathematical accuracy, 
the lines were as fine as could have been desired, and few better battalions were on the 
parade-ground. As they passed in front of Her Majesty their brisk pace and soldier-like 
bearing elicited thrilling cheering; and, indeed, the general opinion among military men 
was that, along with certain of the Glasgow battalions and the Queen's Edinburgh Brigade, 
the Aberdeen men carried the palm. 

The day after the review the following general order was issued : — 

CO., 26M August, 1881. 

After an interval of twenty-one years, the Queen has for the second time reviewed the 
volunteers of Scotland ; but the corps which have now assembled at Her Majesty's inspection, 
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including the volunteers of the Border counties of England, have amounted in number to 
40,000, or nearly double the force brought together in 1861. 

Although unhappily marred by continuous rain, the spectacle yesterday presented to 
Her Majesty was an admirable sequel to the great review recently held at Windsor; and 
the Queen has observed, with much gratification, that the same soldier-like bearing, progress 
in discipline, and uniform good conduct which distinguished the volunteers there assembled 
were conspicuous in a like degree on the present occasion. 

Yesterday's review, and the unavoidable discomfort attending the return of the troops to 
their homes, necessarily without change of clothing, and after many hours of &tiguing dday, 
furnished a trial of endurance and discipline rarely called for; and Her Majesty, while 
deploring the cause, has learned with satisfaction that the conduct of her volunteers has been 
all that could be desired. 

The Field- Marshal Commanding-in-Chief has been commanded by the Queen to express 
to the volunteers of all ranks her entire satisfaction with the appearance of the tioopi 
assembled; and His Royal Highness, in communicating Her Majesty's commands to the 
forces, desires on his own part to convey his thanks to Major-General Alastair Macdonald, 
on whom devolved the duty of organising the review and of commanding the force, as wdl 
as to the Army Corps, Divisional Brigade, and Medical Staffs, through whose exertions this 
successful gathering of corps scattered throughout the kingdom into one united force has been 
most successfully accomplished. 

By command, 

C H. ELLICE. 

On 30th August the following battalion order was issued: — 

Lieutenant-Colonel Jopp begs to express his best thanks to the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates of the ist Aberdeen Rifle Volunteer Corps for the large muster at the 
Royal Review at Edinburgh, on Thursday, the 25th August. 

It affords the commanding officer great pleasure to congratulate the battalion on its 
appearance on that occasion, as also for its excellent conduct and discipline under veiy 
trying circumstances. 

Similar orders were issued to the members of the other city corps. 

Review of 1905. 

The third, and latest, of the Royal Scottish Volunteer Reviews was held on 18th 
September, 1905, at the same place. The actors in the scene had changed since 1860, 
but the same fine sweep of grassy plain ; the same sombre palace of Holyrood, with 
its somewhat sinister associations of byegone centuries; and the same grand and 
frowning glories of Arthur Seat remained. Whither had gone the actors in the 
historic pageants of the past ? From the monarch to the humble drummer-boy, all, 
with comparatively few exceptions, had flitted across the stage of life and passed away, 
after all their, to them. Titan-like struggles — puny enough in themselves. Alone, 
the eternal hills — seeming to renew their youth each year, as the bright, fresh grass 
carpeted their slopes — remained the same, and looked down upon the hundreds of 
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thousands of spectators and actors, all, like those who went before them, to pass away 
in their turn to the great unknown — " a bubble on life's rolling wave." 

Think, in this battered caravanserai, 
Whose portals are alternate Night and Day, 

How Sultan after Sultan with his Pomp 
Abode his destined Hour, and went his way. 

So in 1905, King Edward VII. — whom Scotsmen might have preferred as King 
Albert* although they love him none the less — surveyed with glistening eyes the great 
Scottish volunteer pageant of his day, not, unfortunately, quite so great as that of 1881. 
The raising of the standard of efficiency, the attempts to level up the volunteers to the 
military ideal, the tightening of the red-tape bonds of the War Office, had, during the 
past four years, played sad havoc in the ranks of both officers and men. The 
volunteer corps were mostly all in debt ; and to those who had to travel from far-away 
Lerwick, and the remote parts of Scotland, the transport of a considerable body of 
men to and from the Scottish capital meant more than they could afford. Although 
the annual sums paid by Government to volunteer regiments had increased enormously 
since 1860, or even since 1881, the expenses of each corps had far exceeded their 
income: drill halls had to be erected, rifle ranges provided and maintained, and 
the equipment of the individual volunteer had, with the constant alterations in the 
nature of the work, become more and more expensive. So it was that, in 1905, the 
question of ways and means was the crux of the situation. In 1860, and in a lesser 
degree in 1881, the same question was a source of trouble, but on both occasions it was 
surmounted in the same manner — by the individual volunteer paying or contributing 
towards his expenses, and by the generosity of the officers. But a great deal had 
happened since then. The South African War had called forth the patriotism of the 
volunteers, and the call was not in vain. The volunteer showed that he could be 
trusted to take his place with the best regiments of the line ; his blood had, with that 
of the regular soldier, dyed the veldt of the Transvaal ; officers and men had received 
rewards for bravery in the field, and fine honeyed words from those in high places. 
Monuments had been erected by the public in memory of the historic events in which 
volunteers had taken their share — having inscribed the names of the gallant fellows 
who had been selected from the thousands who volunteered, and many of whom, 
alas! returned no more. These had been unveiled by high military authorities — from 
Lord Roberts downwards — who, in doing so, awarded unstinted praise to volunteers in 
general, and to those who served in South Africa in particular ; and the War Office 
finished the work by administering a kick to the citizen soldier. Some genius in that 
great spending and blundering department had discovered that some volunteers had 
bad teeth, toe nails grown inwards, or some such terrible ailment, and, accordingly, 
many otherwise healthy men fell to be discarded — there must be nothing but perfection 
in the eyes of the immaculate War Office I Nothing but efficiency of the highest class, 
as defined by the War Office, to the very teeth and toe nails! As a result of this 
artificial efficiency, and public statements by the responsible minister that the numbers 
must be reduced, resignations poured in from all quarters. The War Office began 
to think after the event — as it did at the time of the South African War — ^and attempted. 



82t The HtMiory of the Aberdeen Votunieers. 



blunderingly, to explsun that it had been misunderstood: that, after all, it rally 
wanted to encourage and improve the volunteer, to make him " a thing of beauty 
and a joy for ever." He is still in the melting-pot, but there is a gleam of hope that 
he will be rescued before he is entirely melted, as he was by a similar process one 
hundred years ago. With some little deference to public opinion, and a tincture of 
thai commodity known as common-sense, the volunteer may yet be allowed to become 
what he aspires to be, and what he ought to be — ** The National Army of Defence." 

It was little wonder, then, that men so treated demurred to loee the pay many 
could so ill afford to lose, and officers were more chary than heretofore in contributing 
towards the men's expenses as well as paying their own. So the hat was sent round, 
and there was a scramble for charity. All honour is due to the corporations ami 
individuals who generously contributed. And, on the eventful day, there appeared, in 
charming weather, before their monarch and 200,000 of their fellow-subjects, 86,548 
thoroughly-trained and well-equipped volunteers from all parts of Scotland, Orkney 
and Shetland, and the Border counties of England, under the supreme command of 
Lieutenant-General Sir C. Tucker, K.C.B. This was about 3,500 short of the numben 
of 1881 ; but it is not too much to say that, but for the friction between the War Office 
and the volunteers, the numbers, instead of being less, would have exceeded those 
of 1881 very considerably. The recently-formed corps, the 8th (Scottish) Volunteer 
Battalion Liverpool Regiment, locally known as the Liverpool Scottish, was also 
represented by 18 officers and 480 non-commissioned officers and men, in addition to 
the honorary colonel of the regiment. Lord Strathcona, and Colonel C. Forbes Bell, 
the first commander of the corps. The prime mover in the formation of this corps 
was Colonel C. Forbes Bell, an Aberdeenshire man by descent, and an enthusiastic 
volunteer, whose grandfather was one of the Peterhead volunteer officers in 1795. 
This corps, like the London Scottish, gets its staff officers from the Gordons; and, 
during the South African War, a section, consisting of 1 officer and 22 non- 
commissioned officers and men, formed part of the 4th Service Company, Gordon 
Highlanders. A list of the officers of the corps who were present at the review will 
be found in the Appendix. 

The Aberdeen corps were brigaded as follows: — 

The artillery was grouped into a Royal Garrison Artillery Division, under the 
command of Brigadier-General Lord Playfair ; and the Aberdeen Artillery, under the 
command of Colonel G. Milne, V.D., formed part of the 2nd Royal Garrison Artillery 
Brigade, commanded by Colonel A. B. Purvis, R.G.A., which was made up as follows:— 

ist Forfarshire R.G.A.V. | ^,^,^^^, ^ ^ Luis. V.D. 

ist Caithness R.G.A.V. J 

ist Aberdeen R.G.A.V. | Colonel G. Milne, V.D. 

ist Banffshire R.G.A.V. J 

The Highland R.a A. V. | ^^^^^^^ j ^ 3^^^ 

ist Orkney R.G.A.V. I 

The City Artillery were represented by 27 officers and 523 non-commissioned 
officers and men = total, 550. 
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The Royal Engineer Brigade was commanded by Colonel R. L. Hippisley, C»B. 
R.E.9 and was composed and commanded as follows : — 



I St Lanarkshire R.E.V. 

I St Aberdeenshire R.E.V. 

2nd Lanarkshire R.E.V. 

Qyde Division, Submarine Miners 

Tay Division, Submarine Miners 

Forth Division, Submarine Miners 



Colonel T. S. Park, V.D. 
Colonel W. S. Gill, V.D. 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. Pearson. 
Colonel D. F. D. Neil. 
Lieutenant-Colonel F. S. Stephen. 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. M. Cadell, V.D. 



The City Engineers were — officers, 12; non-commissioned officers and men, 283- 
total, 300. 

The division of which the Gordon Brigade formed part was the drd Infantry 
Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-General Forbes Macbean, C.B. The 
Gordon Brigade was, along with the London Scottish, under the command of 
Brigadier-General P. D. Trotter, and was composed and commanded as follows: — 



i8t V.6. Gordon Highlanders 

3rd (Buchan) V.6. Gordon Highlanders 

4th (Donside Highland) V.B. Gordon Highlanders 

5th (Deeside Highland) V.B. Gordon Highlanders 

6th V. B. Gordon Highlanders 

7th V.B. Gordon Highlanders 

London Scottish (7th V.B. Middlesex) 



Lieutenant-Colonel L. Mackinnon, V.D. 
Colonel R. Robertson, V.D. 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Mellis, V.D. 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Farquharson. 
Colonel J. G. Fleming, V.D. 
Major-Commandant J. C C. Broun. 
Colonel J. W. Greig, V.D. 



The numbers of the ist Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders present were — 
officers, 33 ; non-commissioned officers and men, 550 = total, 582. 

The Royal Army Medical Corps was under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
H. E. J. Croly, R.A.M.C., and consisted of: — 

Aberdeen Companies Major J. Scott Riddell. 

Glasgow Companies Lieutenant-Colonel G. T. Beatson, M. D., V. D. 

War Ambulance Dogs Major £. J. Richardson. 

The Aberdeen Companies numbered — officers, 9; non-commissioned officers and 
men, 157 -total, 166. 

In addition to the volunteers actually on parade, there was a parade of volunteer 
veterans. First among these was the Loch Katrine Bodyguard. This body consisted 
originally of 400 volunteers, furnished by the City of Glasgow, as a guard of honour 
to the late Queen Victoria, in 1859, when she opened the Loch Katrine Water Works. 
Only 55 survived, and of these 29 were on parade. Only one was still on active 
duty — Colonel A. B. Grant, of the 1st Lanarkshire Royal Garrison Artillery Volunteers, 
and who was present at the review of 1860 as a sergeant, and of 1881 as a captain, 
in the corps he commanded in 1905. 

The next veterans claiming notice were those who were present at the 1860 review. 
Of these, there were present 106 officers and 390 rank and file. Then came the 
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officers and men of the 1881 review, of whom there were present 142 officers and 
1,140 men. 

There was also on the field a body of Crimean and Indian Mutiny veterans, 
numbering 22 officers and 101 non-commissioned officers and men, who were, probably 
next to the King, the centre of attraction, and who were accommodated with seats in 
front of the grand stand. They were drawn up immediately behind the saluting base, 
and His Majesty, accompanied by His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, passed 
along the whole line, spoke to and shook hands with some, and expressed his pleasure 
at seeing so many present. These veterans were not forgotten in the festivities that 
followed — with kindly forethought, Sir Robert Cranston, Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 
entertained them to lunch, and the Duke of Connaught honoured himself by 
honouring them with his presence, and in closing a felicitous speech with the words — 

I raise my glass in drinking to the health of the old " Crimean and Mutiny veterans.** 

Another interesting feature of the review was the presence of ambulance dogs 
trained by Major Richardson, Carnoustie, and of a Motor Car Corps. 

In Aberdeen, the order for the review was officially intimated on 8th August, and 
the greatest efforts were made to have the different battalions well represented; special 
parades for review drill were held by all the city corps, and the appearance each 
of them made was thoroughly satisfactory. Of the whole Gordon Brigade, the only 
battalion which was not represented was the 2nd. Even Orkney and Shetland sent 
a substantial contingent to testify their loyalty. A complete list of officers and men 
of the 1st Aberdeenshire Royal Garrison Artillery (Vols.) (which includes the Volunteer 
Artillery of Kincardineshire), the 1st Aberdeenshire Royal Engineers (Vols.), the 
Gordon Brigade (which includes the London Scottish), and the Aberdeen Companies 
of the Royal Army Medical Corps (Vols.), kindly furnished by the commanding 
officers of each corps, is appended hereto as an interesting souvenir of a great 
historical occasion. 

The London Scottish led the Gordon Brigade at the march past, and no one 
grudged them the honour, for they ably sustained the high reputation of the brigade 
and their own reputation as one of the " crack " regiments of the volunteer world. 

At the close of the review. His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, in a 
speech in the City Chambers, conveyed the following gracious message from His 
Majesty : — 

The King said he would travel double the distance to see the very fine sight he had 
seen that day. He was thoroughly proud of the Scottish volunteers. He knew they had 
come under great difficulties, and many had travelled all night, but yet they had appeared 
on parade and made a splendid show, showing what patriotism there was in Scotland. 

Later in the day, the following telegram was read from His Majesty : — 

Glenquoich^ Invergarry^ i8M September^ 1905- 
Dear Lord Provost, 

I am commanded by the King to convey to your Lordship an expression of His 
Majesty^s entire approval of the admirable arrangements, in which you had so large a share, 
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made in connection with the review of the Scottish Volunteer Forces held by the King. 
His Majesty wishes you to convey to the citizens of Edinburgh his appreciation of the loyalty 
and warmth of the reception accorded to him during his visit, which will always be a 
memorable one on account of the large number of Scottish volunteers assembled for 
inspection. His Majesty hopes that the extraordinarily fine appearance of the Scottish 
volunteers it was his pleasure to review to-day will act as an incentive to others to join the 
force whose patriotism is so greatly to be commended. 

I remain, 

Dear Lord Provost, 

Yours sincerely, 

ARTHUR DAVIDSON. 

The Order Books of the different battalions contain the following : — 

At the conclusion of the Royal Review, the Brigadier-General wishes to express to the 
battalions under his command his extreme satisfaction with their discipline and soldierly 
bearing. 

To their endeavours were due the highly complimentary remarks made by His Majesty 
to the General Officers commanding divisions and brigades, and the Brigadier-General 
conveys his thanks to all ranks of the Gordon Highlanders and London Scottish for the 
loyal and energetic services towards the success of the review. 

(Signed) R. LAMB, CapUin, 

Brigade-Major, Gordon Brigade. 
19M SepUmdtr^ 1905. 

Also the following extract from the Highland Grouped Regimental District Orders, 
dated Perth, 22nd September, 1905:— 

The Brigadier-General commanding Highland Grouped Regimental Districts offers his 
warmest congratulations to all ranks at the gratification expressed by His Majesty at the 
success attending the Royal Review on the i8th inst. To have been present on that 
parade should be regarded by all as an incentive to further efficiency and as an honour to be 
kept in remembrance. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Thb Story op thb Abbrdbbn Wapinschaw. 

The Wapinschaw, or weapon-showing, was devised for the purpose of compelling the 
inhabitants of burghs and parishes to appear together periodically to exhibit their 
arms, and show not only that they had arms according to their station in life, but 
that they knew how to use them, and could be relied on to be of service to the 
state in the event of their services being required. For the earliest weapon- 
showing, one must go back not one nor even two, but very nearly five centuries. 
It was in the year 1424, in the reign of James I., when the Scots Parliament, sitting 
at Perth, passed what is probably the shortest Act in the Statute Book, viz. : — 

It is ordanyt in ilk Scherifdome of ye Realtne there be maid Wapynschawing four tymis 
i' ye zcr. 

It was probably the very brevity of this Act that compelled Parliament next year to 
pass an explanatory Act — "of the maner of Wapynschawingis " — ^which more fully 
described the procedure to be followed at these meetings, the persons by whom they 
were to be held, and the penalties incurred for non-implement. 

From this period onwards, for over three hundred years, there are, both in the 
Statute Book and in the proceedings of the Privy Council of Scotland, numerous 
enactments about " wapynschawingis " and the defence of the realm, and these 
enactments form very curious and interesting reading. 

The constant repetition of the statutes on this subject, and the numerous references 
to the imposition of the penalties to be " scharply raised," clearly bring out the fact 
that the provisions of the Acts were more honoured in the breach' than otherwise, for 
the Scottish people never took kindly to compulsion ; and this is accentuated by the 
provisions of the legislature to ** utterly cry down ye golfe and ye futeball and siclike 
unprofitabil sports, and to put up bow markis at ilk parish kirk instead." These 
" unprofitabir' games were ordained to be played only by those "over three scoir 
zeirs." The age limit for those who were bound to appear at wapinschaws was 
invariably ** betuixt sextie and sextene," although on at least one occasion it 
was ** within fiftie and past tuell." At one time the inhabitants were urged 
to take part in those meetings by fear of "the Revare [Reiver] Edward, calland 
him King of England/' and they were called on to turn out "when ony wittering 
cummis of the incuniing of ane great Inglish hoast." The threatened invasion 
by the Spanish Armada was also used as an incentive to the enforcement of 
stringent regulations for watching on the hills near the coast, lighting of warning fires, 
and "to caus and mak wappinschawingis,'' and so forth. The arms to be borne were 
according to the respective conditions in life of the inhabitants, and the lists of arms at 
diff^erent periods are instructive. Thus, we have, early in the fifteenth century : — 

Gentlemen hafande xlb of lande or mare, were considered to be sufficiently well hamest 
and armed with basnette, hail leg harness, suerde, speir and dager. 
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Those less fortunate in the world's gear were to be armed at the sight of the 
sheriff ; and all others were to be '' sufficientlie bowit and schafted with suerde, 
buklare and knyfe." A century later, the weapons were described as, ** Jak of Plait, 
halkirk, bregatynis, splintis, sellat or steil bonnit, pysand or gorget speris, pykes, 
luthaxes, halbertis, handbowis and arrowis, corsbowis culveringis, twa bandit swerdis 
and jedbruchtstevis ; " and towards the end of the sixteenth century, the arms 
recommended were — " Corsletis, pikis and murrionis, the same being estemit verie 
cumlie and decent for thair personis, best for thair own defens, and maist awfull and 
terrible to the inemy." 

It would be easy to multiply examples, but sufficient have been given to show the 
antiquity and the nature of these meetings. That the orders were carried out with 
more or less regularity in the counties wherein were royal residences there is 
ample evidence, but in the more remote parts of Scotland wapinschaws were held 
at uncertain intervals, and probably only when local circumstances made the arming 
of the inhabitants a necessity. 

In Aberdeen, the earliest provision in the minutes of the Town Council for such a 
meeting of the inhabitants appears to be that of 11th July, 1496, already quoted, calling 
the burgesses to ''compeir personalie one Monunday the xviij day of July instant at 
the Cunneger Hill," and the first mention of a wapinschaw occurs under date 28th 
April, 1522, and is as follows: — 

The said day it was statut and ordanit, with consent and assent of the haill bodie of the 
toun^ that quhome it sail happin to be absent fra thair next wapinschawe to be haldin on 
Furisday the first day of May next to cum, to be haldin on the Womanhill at ix houris in 
the morning, at thai sal pay xls Vnforgevin ; and quhatsumeuer personis that beis fund in 
ony borrowit geir the said day, othir jak, splent, knapshaw, or ony othir geir, the samyn to be 
escheit be the provest, and to pay the baillies Vnlaw Vnforgevin. 

It will be observed that the reference here is to the " next wapinschawe," which 
clearly indicates the holding of previous meetings; indeed, it is undoubted that the 
town was in use to hold such, long before the above date. Kennedy, in his Annals^ 
quoting from the Burgh Registers, describes this as the earliest regular muster 
of the citizens, and says they were provided with a palzion or tent, and that every 
citizen was armed with the weapons peculiar to his rank and degree on his own 
expense ; also that seven carts for the artillery were furnished at the expense of the 
artificers, and prepared for immediate service. 

A glance at the Burgh Records shows that the town was at this period, and for 
long after, in a constant state of preparedness to meet the foe, but it is six years 
before there is express mention of another wapinschaw. Then (25th February, 1538) — 

The said day the haill towne beyng wamit be thair hand bell passand throcht the rewis 
and straittis of this towne, on the quhilk the doar thairof maid fayth in jugment, and the maist 
pairt of tharae convenit within thair tollbuight, and the Provest, Bailzies and counsall present 
for the tyme, commandit and chairgit ilk ane of thaim generally to cum to thair lynkis on 
Furiaday the zi day of March nixt to cum to thair wapyn schawls, fumeist in thair harness 
vith jack, speir, swerd and knapthaw, and vtheris geir, as is contenit in our soueraine lordis 
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letteris direct to thaim thairopone^ to be in thair best deray, ilk penone vnder the pane 
contenit in the said letteris, and als thai vald ansur to the Kingis grace thainrponn, and 
vnder all panes and charges that efter may follow. 

On 27th April, 1590, a wapinschaw was ordered for the "flyft day of May nixt to 
cum/' and five years afterwards — 12th January, 1595 — upon instructions from the 
Privy Council, the inhabitants, *' unfree as weil as free," were ordered " to be in 
reddines agane the second day of Februar nixt;** and immediately thereafter the 
Town Council appointed the four baillies to be commanders, each baillie of his own 
quarter, and such as he might appoint under him to " leme and tryne the inhabitants 
of this burght to gang in ordour and beir thair wapynnis,'* and ordered another 
meeting for 1st March next. 

From this time onward the wapinschaws occur with greater regularity ; and they 
were evidently not all without bloodshed, for on 9th May, 1599, the Dean of Guild was 
instructed '' to gif to Alexr. Warrak, warkman, fourtie shillings money to be given be 
him to the harbour, to help to cuir the hand quhilk was hurt the last Mononday in the 
publict vapinschaw, and ordains the said soume to be allowit to the said Dean of Guild 
in his comptis." This wapinschaw seems to have been an eventful one, for a burgess 
of guild was brought before his betters for riding, along with the lairds of Auchmacoy 
and Auchterellon, through the ranks of the burghers as they were marching to the 
Links, headed by the Provost and Magistrates^ and drawing a ''dager to dyvers 
nichtbouris.'* 

A minute of 2nd. September, 1611, is specially interesting, in respect that it gives an 
account of the proceedings at these early wapinschaws : — 

The quhilk day, the inhabitantis of this burghe, burgessis and craftismen baith free and 
vnfree, for obedience to the Actis of Parliament, and his Maiestie's proclamationis maid anent 
macking of wappinschawis^ war all assemblit in the linkis of this burghe, and gaiwe thair 
mustering thair, in hagbuttis, corslettis, pick, spear, jack, knapishaa, twa-handit sword, 
halbertis, and dens axis, ilk persone armit thairwith, according to his qualitie, the quarter 
rollis of the inhabitantis of this burghe, seuerallie be the baillies of the quarter callit, ilk 
persone quhow he wes armit nottit, the absentes wrettin and vnlawit, thairefter put in 
ordour and discipline be the magistratis and commanderis appoyntit, the hagbutteris be 
thameselffis the spearmen and pickmen with sic as careis corslettis be thameselffis, sic as had 
tua-handit swordis about the tua antsingzies [ensigns] and townis cullouris, sic as had halbertis 
and dens axis be thameselffis, thairefter the inhabitantis of Futtye with thair armour; and 
being put in this ordour, the craftismen pinsellis, quhilk war fourtene in number, are placeit 
in ane truipt in the fute of the companie, ane little befoir the inhabitantis of Futty, burgessis 
and craftismen, promiscue, gangand in ordour as they war commandit, the haill hagbutteris 
being dewydit in tua equall partis, the ane halff passand first, followit thame the halff of the 
spearmen and pickmen, the vther half of the saidis hagbutteris, nixt thame ane sufficient 
number of spearmen and pickmen, with sic as had halbertis and dens aixis, and in the end 
and taill the haill inhabitantis of Futtie, and being put in this ordour, vnder discipline 
and commanderis, come furth of the saidis Linkis the lang gett on the north syd of the 
Castellget port, comeing doun the Gallowget and Brodget to the Castelligit in ordotir as is 
aboue wrettin, sum little forme of sVi\Tm\s\\\T\% maid be the hagbutteris, the ane halff againis 
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the vther, bctoiit the ciooe5» pcockmitioun was miid at the mercat CIvx^^ that the htiU 
inhabitantis of this bmght, fensible penooes. baifessis» ctaftisroeiv baith trie and vnfne^ 
sold be, rpoo the nixt vaziuiig and adrertisement to be maid to thanie be the dnuiie% at 
Gommand of the magistiads, be leddie prepairit in thair annour, sutficienthe araiit» ilk 
persone be himsd^ with hagbatt, cofslet, pick, spear, jack, knapishaa^ tiia4undit swofd^ 
halbert, and dens aiz, according to the qnalitie of the persone, and that they saKl giwe thair 
cotisdenoe and aitbe that thair armour was thair awin, and nocht bonowit, ilk man Tnder the 
pane of twende [landis fiulzeing heirin, and swa war dismisset. 

A similar description is given in July of the following year, with the addition :-— 

The tua townb anzangzes, the ane borne be Mr. Thomas Mengteis;, the \ther he 
Alexr. Rutherford, eldest sone to Alexander Rutherford, prouest, being castin in farme« and 
according to the custume, the pik and spearmen standing in twa partis, as in twa seurerall 
distinct places ( ), in the middes a gryt space left for the hagbutteris thair 

wes shuting of hagbuttis and geving of fyre be the space of halfT ane hour« thaire(\ir thev war 
dismissit, the ane (half) of the hagbuttis convo)nng the berar to his lugeing with shuting« the 
▼ther halff of thame the vther enzeingze berar in lyk maner ; twa drummis, na craftisman 
pinsall [trades flag] sufferit to be borne, but onlie the towne colouris. 

This latter part of the programme was repeated at subsequent meetings* There 
are notices of similar meetings having been held at intervals, rather uncertain, it 
must be admitted — ^and not so much in obedience to the statutes as to avoid the 
penalties threatened by the Privy Council — and these were continued till about 
the middle of the seventeenth century, when notice of them ceases. Prt>bably the 
process of creating a standing army, and a militia, which was in openttion ubt>ut 
this time, rendered these gatherings unnecessary for national defence. Henceforth 
little more is heard of them, except in the writings of Sir Walter Scott, till the 
volunteer movement took shape in 1859-1860. 

The story of the Aberdeen Wapinschaw, as we now know it, must be of intei*C8t to 
all concerned in the volunteer movement. The first burst of enthusiasm of the early 
volunteering days was on the wane, and it was apparent, now that the dread of 
immediate invasion had passed away, that something more than mere drilling wan 
wanted to keep volunteering from fading away. The keynote to that want wan 
given in the formation of the National Rifle Association, but its headquartorH were 
too far away to spread anything but the shadow of its mantle over the north-cant 
of Scotland. One northern soldier, however, saw what was wanting, and resolved to 
fill the gap. Colonel Thomas Innes of Learney, then Major in the Royal Abenleen- 
shire Highlanders, took from the first an enthusiastic interest in the formation and 
training of the volunteers, both city and county, and was the first major of the Ut 
Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers, as his cousin. Colonel Napier Turner Chrintie, wan 
the first commander. A keen observer, and an earnest student t)f all military 
matters, Major Innes proceeded on his self-appointed task in a thoroughly practical 
and business-like manner. The veteran Colonel has already, in a series of articles 
in the Aberdeen Weekly Journal, commencing in June, 1901, told the story of the 
formation of the Aberdeen Rifle and Artillery Association. It is (miy hare justice 
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to say that, had it not been for the untiring enthusiasm and zeal of Major Innes, 
the Association would probably never have existed, the centre of rifle shooting 
in the North would probably not have been Aberdeen, and the story of the 
volunteers of the north-eastern counties might have been somewhat different 
Having got the support of the city and county authorities to his proposal to 
form a local association, Major Innes resolved to call the annual meeting by the 
almost-forgotten name of the Wapinschaw, and quite a tempest in a teapot raged 
round this innocent-like proposal. The rival newspapers in the city took, as a 
matter of course, different sides upon this burning question ; and, while one stoutly 
supported the proposal as being eminently suitable from a historical standpoint, the 
other poured out the vials of its wrath upon what it termed an absurd and impossible 
name ; but the Major, like a good soldier, stuck to his guns, carried his point, and 
the picturesque old name of byegone days was, happily, rescued from falling into 
desuetude. 

There can be little doubt that the movement to establish a local rifle association 
received great assistance from the success of the first meeting of the National Rifle 
Association, and from the fact that the blue ribbon of that meeting (the Queen's 
Prize) was won by a Scotsman — Private Edward C. Ross, Netherley, Stonehaven, 
a son of Captain Horatio Ross of the 6th Kincardine Volunteers (now the 5th 
Volunteer Battalion Gordon Highlanders), and himself one of the most famous 
shots and sportsmen of his time. 

It is not intended to give details of the various intricate and delicate negotiations 
which Major Innes, with the aid of his secretary, Mr. Battan, carried out, nor the 
enormous mass of detail they took in hand and worked out, but it is to their credit 
that every possible detail connected with a rifle meeting was attended to. The first 
Wapinschaw was fixed for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, the 7th, 8th, and 9th 
July, 1862. Says Colonel Innes: — 

When the day, yth July, arrived for the opening of the Wapinschaw, I felt much anxiety 
as to the success of the enterprise. The morning was wet and unfavourable, but volunteers 
began to arrive, and before the day was far advanced the ranges were full, and the arrange- 
ments for working them were successful, and from that day the Wapinschaw at Aberdeen has 
been held every year without much change in the main features, and has tended very much to 
foster the volunteer forces of the district with which it is associated. 

The conclusion above quoted is undoubtedly correct. The Association was duly 
formed, a Council was appointed, but Major Innes was, for the first six or seven 
years of its existence, the life and soul of the meeting. He was, indeed, the "father" 
of the Aberdeen Wapinschaw. 

It would be difficult, even if useful, to give particulars of the annual meetings of the 
Association, the shooting, the different events and conditions, and the gradual growth 
of these to the present time, and it is proposed here to deal only with the first meeting. 
The competitions were open to volunteers from all parts of the country, and there 
was an "all-comers' competition." There were 40 company and about 700 individual 
entries. There were 14 or 15 targets ranged along the Links to the north and east 
of the Broad Hill, extending about half-way towards Donmouth, and tents were 
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vided for the competitors in case of unfavourable weather. The officers 
lerinteoding the oompetitioos were: — 

Field Operatioos. Ccrionel P. Praser. 

Rifles Major Thomas Inne& 

Artillery .... Captain Forsyth. 



Captain Anderson of the 78th Raiment was umpire, and the secretary was 

. Batten (Major Innes's secretary). 

It is worthy of note that the big gun competitions were introduced at this meeting 

the first time in any such meetings in the United Kingdom. 

The prizes and ¥rinners were as follows : — 

I. Thb Abbrdkbhshirb Buoul 
Na 4 Company, ist A.R.V. (Captain Hogarth). 

IL The Abbrdesnsuirb Badgk and Money Prizes. 

These were awarded to the highest individual scores in the first competition. 

♦i. Private Wflken, 6th A.R.V., EUon— Badge and ^^15. 
*2. Corporal Tytler, 4th Company, ist A.R.V. — ^^lo. 

3. Corporal A. M'Lennan, 13th A.R.V. 

4. Private Francis Thomson, 2nd A.R.V. 

5. Colour-Sergeant James Downie, 7th Company, A.R.V. 

6. Private John Garden, i6th Aberdeenshire, Oldmeldrum. 

*Wilken and Tytler were equal— 15 points and 10 hits. On shooting off tie, Wilken won. 

III. Aberdeenshire Challenge Cup and £2 los. to Each Member or the 

Winning Party. 

Parties of 10 men from the regulars, militia, and volunteers in the county of Aberdeen ; 
5 rotmds at 200, 300, and 400 yards. 

Winner — 2nd Aberdeen Battalion (Tarves Company). 

IV. County Ladies' Brooch. 

Two prizes — ;^io and Brooch, and ^^5 ; 5 rounds at 400 and 500 yards 

1. Corporal Mackie, ist Aberdeen Royal Volunteers. 

2. Ensign J. Coutts, 8th Aberdeenshire, Echt. 

V. City Ladies' Brooch. 

Conditions and prizes same as last ; distance, 5 rounds at aoo and 300 yards. 

1. A. Harper, 5th Company, Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers. 

2. Lieutenant Turner, sth Company, Aberdeenshire Rifle Volunteers, 

Y 
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manded by Major Innes. The reviewing officer was Major-Oeneral Walker, 
Commanding the Forces in Scotland. On the staff were Assistant- Adjutant- 
General Colonel Sir John Douglass, K.C.B., Lieutenant-Colonel Buchanan, RJL, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Jones. The appearance of the line was thus described at 
the time as extending 

almost the whole length of the Links, from near the foot of the Broad Hill to beyond the 
Beach Fort near the rope work ; and presented a sight in the highest degree honourable to 
Aberdeenshire, both in number and appearance of the volunteers and the efficient discipline 
of the militia, neither of whom showed to disadvantage alongside of the fine body of soldiers 
of the Depot battalion. The manner in which they went through their duties elicited the 
warm approval of General Walker, C.B. At the conclusion of the review the prizes won at 
the wapinschaw were presented, and the proceedings were wound up by a ball, which took 
place in the Music Hall. This great military spectacle was witnessed by at least 30,000 
spectators. 

The illustration is taken from a painting by Mr. Henry Pont, who was for many 
years scene-painter at the old theatre in Marischal Street. The point of view is from 
near the site of the present Bathing Station, looking towards the Bannermill. 

Thus ended the first wapinschaw that had been held in Aberdeen for over two 
hundred years. It cannot be affirmed that there was much similarity between the 
ancient and modern institution ; and if any burgher of the early part of the eighteenth 
century could have looked across the Links upon that great military display, he would 
have more than likely imagined that the French or Spanish had at last effected a 
landing on our shores, than that this was a wapinschaw as he knew that venerable 
institution, and he would have sorrowfully withdrawn behind the veil. 

The wapinschaw has continued to grow and prosper, and is still, thanks to care and 
efficient management, one of the most important of volunteer institutions in the North. 
Limitations of space forbid giving lists of the yearly prizes and prize-winners, and 
noticing the improvements and extensions that have taken place, along with the 
development of the volunteer movement, during the forty-five years of its existence. 
One feature, however, justifies special mention. In 1869 Her late Majesty Queen 
Victoria presented a prize for competition, which became known as the Queen's Prize, 
the blue ribbon of the meeting; and this gift was graciously continued by Her Majesty, 
year by year, during her lifetime, and upon the accession of King Edward, he was 
graciously pleased to follow the example of his illustrious mother. The contest for 
this trophy has all along been very popular. The following is a list of the Queen's 
and King's Prizemen: — 




1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 

1874 



Ensign . 
Coqx)ral 
Captain 
Corporal 
Private . 
Sergeant 



A. Niven, 

Taylor, 

G. J. Walker, 

Strachan, . 

Dawson, 

Cruickshank, 




Torphins, 

Urquhart, 

Portlelhen, 

Fy vie, . 

Inverurie. 

Turriff, 



35 

19 
21 

22 

16 

22 
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Qu ben's AMD Ki!<G*s P&iZBMEN— Cm/tinwdl 




"-- 


RjMk. 


Num. 


PUce. 


Soon. 


1875 


Lwatenant .... 


Stewart, 


Glenlivet, 


26 


1876 


Private . 




J. H. Jamieson. 
J. Manro. . 






Aberdeen, . . 


24 


i«77 


Coqwnd 








Keith 


28 


1878 


Coloar-Sergcant 






Rennie. . 






Old Deer, . . ' 


28 


1879 


Private . 






J. Rcid, . 






Inverurie, . 


30 


1880 


Lance-Sergeaot 






Coutts, 






Aberdeen, 


28 


1881 


Corporal 






J. Mitchell, 






Cniden, 


26 


1882 


Sergeant 






H. 0. Gardiner. 






Aberdeen, . 


26 


1883 


Private . 






Morrison, . 






• Inverurie, 


26 


1884 


Coloor-Sergeaut 






Kac, 






Turriff. 


30 


1885 


Corpofal 






Jamieson, . 
J. G. Rac, 






Newburgh. . 


43 


1886 


Corporal 










Aberdeen, . 


136 


1887 


Sergeant 






H 0. Gardiner, 






Aberdeen, . 


"32 


1888 


Private 






John Davidson, 








Cniden, 


'^ 


1889 


Sergeant 






Pirie, 








Old Deer, . 


1890 


Sergeant 






. : W. Proctor, 








Lhanbryde, . 


71 


1891 


LaiMre-Corporal 






' J. Cooper, 
Littlejohn, 








Aberdeen, . 


64 


1892 


Sergeant 












Old Deer, . 


62 


»893 


Lance-Corporal 






Ewen, 








Methlick, . 


40 


1894 


Private . 






Martin, . 








Aberdeen, . 


62 


1895 


Private . 






. : A. B. Kydd, . 








Montrose, . 


66 


1896 


Private . 






i A. B. Kydd, . 








Montrose, . 


67 


1897 


Lieotenant 








Paterson, . 








Aberdeen, . 


64 


1898 


Private. 








Walker, . 








Kildrummy, 


66 


1899 


Corporal 






* 


G. Aald, . 








Ellon, .... 


69 


*i90O 


Private . 






J. Mackenrie, . 








Aberdeen, . 


72 


1901 


Corporal 






A. Paterson, 








Elgin, .... 


65 


1902 


Seigeant 






. ! George Anderson, 








Al^rdeen, . 


76 


1903 


Sergeant 






1 J. Mackenzie, . 
. ! W.J.Clark, . 








Aberdeen, . 


'57 


1904 


LanceOrporal 












Aberdeen, . 


67 


1905 


Staff-Seigeant 






Craigmyle, 








Aberdeen, . 


71 


1906 


Qnarter-master-Sergeant 


! J. Eraser, . 








Banff, .... 


70 


ti907 


Qnarter-master-Sergeant }. Fraser, . 








Banff, .... 


69 



* After shooting tie with Colour-Sergeant J. Forbes, Aberdeen, and Sergeant D. Black, Glasgow, 
t After shooting tie with Sergeant Craigmyle, Aberdeen. 

NoTs. — The difference in the totals is accounted for, not so much by the variation of shooting in different years, 

the alterations made at various limes of the conditions of shooting for the trophy. 



by 
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List op Mbmbbrs op the 1st Abbrdbbnshirb Royal Garrison Artillery 
(Volunteers); the 1st Aberdeenshire Royal Engineers (Volunteers); the 
Gordon Volunteer Brigade, including the London Scottish; the 
Aberdeen Companies, Royal Army Medical Corps (Volunteers); and thb 
Oppicbrs op the 8th (Scottish) V.B. The King's Liverpool Rbgimbnt 
WHO were present at the Royal Review, Edinburgh, 17th September, 1905. 



1st ABERDEENSHIRE ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY (VOLS.) 

See end of Appendix. 

1st ABERDEENSHIRE ROYAL ENGINEERS (VOLUNTEERS). 

STAFF. 



Rank. 


Namt. 


Rank. 


NauM. 


ColoQd 

CapUdn and Adjatant 
Qoarter-master and Hon. Lient 


Gill, W. S., V.D. 
Cornwall, G. A. 
Kinghom, H. J. 
Mortimer, Jno. 


Surgeon-Major 

Surgeon-Captain 

Chaplain 


Sinclair, W., M.B. 
Henderson, A., M.D. 
Walker, Rev. Gi, B.D. 



STAFF-SERGEANTS. 



Regimental Seigeant-Major 
Qnarter^masler-Seigeant 



Ni 



Thomas Gordon, R.E. 
J. Gair. 



Rank. 



Company Sergeant-Major 
Bandmaster 



Nana. 



Beveridge, J., aR.C. 
Su?ert, Walter. 



VETERANS WHO ATTENDED THE ROYAL REVIEW IN 1881 AND ALSO PRESENT ON 

THIS OCCASION. 



Company Scfgeant-Major 



Name. 



Porter, J. 
Michie, J. 



Rank. 



Company Sergeant-Major 
Bugle-Major 



Nana. 



Cameron, D. H. 
Walker, A. 
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BUGLERS. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Corporal 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Bugler 


Aberdein. 

Davidson. 

Duncan. 

M*Lean. 

M*Millan. 

Lawson. ; 


Bugler 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Ledingham. 
M*Adam, A. 
M*Adam, J. 
M*Kay. 
Murray. 


Bugler 

do. 

do. 
Boy Bugler 

do. 


Suvert, G. W. 
Tait. 
Watt 
Carrol, P. 
SUvert, G. H. 



BAND. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Band Sergeant 


Kynoch. 


Bandsman 


Forsyth, A. 


Bandsman 


Milne. 


do. 


Marr. 


do. 


Gemmel. 


do. 


Mundy. 


Corporal 


Bamett. ! 


do. 


Green. , 


do. 


Murray. 


do. 


Bryce. | 


do. 


Ilarkins, W. ' 


da 


M*Leod, M. 


do. 


Hall. 


do. 


lielmrich. 


do. 


SUvert, W. 


do. 


Lawson. ! 


do. 


Johnson. 
M'Haffie. 


do. 


Tester, P. 


and Corporal 


Forsyth, W. 


do. 


do. 


Troup. 


do. 


Lees. 


do. 


Middleton. 


do. 


Walker, W., jun. 


Bandsman 


Clure. 











No. 1 COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


1 

Captain and 
Hon. Major | 


Miller, J. Bruce. 


Sapper 


Mitchell, A. 


1 






do. 


Smith, J . 


No. 3 


Section. 


Captain 
CS.M. 


Hutcheson, Geo. 


do. 


Warrander, R. 






Fraser, A. W. 






Sergeant 


Runcie, T. M. 






No. 2 


Section. 


Sapper 


Alexander, J. 


No. I 


Section. 






Ballantyne, H. 






Sergeant 


Hunter. 


do. 


Buchan, J. 


Sergeant 


Camie. i 


Corporal 


Gordon, D. 


do. 


Dawson, T. 


Corporal 


Hall, Jas. 
Rhind, J. 


Sapper 
do. 


Angus. 


do. 


Hall, W. 


do. 


Calder, G. 


do. 


Hogarth, P. 


do. 


Riddell, G. 


do. 


Cooper, W. 


do. 


Hopkins, C. 


2nd Corporal 


Gordon (A Coy.) ; 


do. 


Kennedy, F. 


do. 


Keith, A. 


do. 


Ramsay, J . 


do. 


Law, S. 


do. 


Keith, G. 


do. 


Reid, J. A. 


do. 


Mann, A. D. 


do. 


Lawrence, J. 


Sapper 


Alexander, J. 


do. 


M*Tavish, J. 


do. 


Mackie, J. 


do. 


Campbell, D. 


J do. 


Mitchell, J. 


da 


Merchant, A. 


do. 


Dawson, T. 


1 do. 


Oliver, W. 


do. 


Rae,J. 


do. 


Lumsden, J. G. 


1 do. 


Philip, W. 


do. 


Robertson, J. 


do. 


M'Intosh, A. 


do. 


Ritchie, A. 


do. 


Scorgie, A. 


do. 


M'Gregor, W. 


do. 


1 Walker,;. 







No, 4 Section. 



Sergeant 


Slessor, P. 


Sapper 


Falconer, J. F. 


Sapper 

00. 


Mitchell, ]. 


Corporal 


Martin. 


do. 


Forbes, J. 


Proctor, W. 


Sapper 
ao. 


Coutts, P. 


do. 


Ironside. 


do. 


TyUer, W. B. 
Walker, T. 


Cruickshank, J. 


1 do. 


Leslie, J. 


do. 


da 


Duncan, A. 


do. 


M'Intosh, C 


do. 


Webster, W. M. 


do. 


Duguid. 


do. 


M'Intosh, R. 

1 


do. 


Yule, A. 



Api>endix, 
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Rank. 


Name. 


j Runic. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain and 
Hon. liajor 


Laing, James. 


Sapper 
do. 


Cheetham, II. 
Cormack, A. 


Sapper 
ao. 


M*Kay, T. S. 
M-Kenue, C. 


lieotenant 


Crombie, W. P. 


! da 


Duguid, A. 


j do. 


Milne, M. 


CS.M. 


Calder, W. 1 


i do. 


Ferguson, W. 
Findlay, D. 
Gall, D. 


, da 


Moir, J. 




Falconer. 1 


do. 


da 


Philip, I 


do. 


Gordon, A. K. 


do. 


1 da 


Reid, W. 


do. 


Smith, Alex. 


j do. 


Garden, F. 


do. 


Rennie, W. 


Corporal 


Blackwood, F. j 


do. 


Gibb, G. 


do. 


Riddoch, G. 


do. 


Lamont, J. 1 


! do. 


Gillespie, A. 


do. 


Ritchie, W. 


da 


SdlL 


da 


Glashan, A. 


do. 


Robertson, R. 


2iid Corporal 


Alexander, C. ' 


do. 


Gordon, £. j 


do. 


Ross, T. 
Ross,T. 


da 


Main, G. 


do. 


Hadden, J. 


; do. 


da 


Small (or Smith), 


! do. 


Hadden, J. 


do. 


Stewart, J. 




W. 


; do. 


Hall, G. 


do. 


Taylor, J. 


"X 


Anderson, R. 1 


1 da 


Hall, J. 


1 do. 


Thomson, A. 


Anderson, T. 


do. 


Hartley, L. 


i do. 


Thomson, R. 


da 


Anderson, W. (or . 


do. 


Henry, J. \ 


1 da 


Thomson, W. 




D.) 


do. 


Innes, A. 


da 


Tindall, J. 


da 


Asher, R. 


do. 


Innes, D. (or G.) ' 


do. 


Warrick, W. 


da 


Atkins. W. 


do. 


Kellas, C. , 


do. 


Wilson, D. 


da 


Bain, R. W. 


do. 


Levack, W. 1 


do. 


Wishart. J. 


da 


Bennet, W. 


do. 


M»Cormack,A.C. j 


do. 


Yoang, D. 


da 


Bowman, E. 


do. 


M'Gregor, A. 

■ 


: 





No. 3 COMPANY. 



Raak. 


Name. 


Rank. 


1 

Name. 

i 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Dyack, Wm. 
Mitchell, Robert. 


Sapper 
do. 


Black, P. 


Sapper 


Morrison, T. 
Maitland, J. 


Lieotenant 


Craig, H. 


do. 


\^.o.M. 


Smith, Adam. 


do. 


Christie, J. 
Duncan, J. 


do. 


Milne, A. 


Sergeant 


Allan, George. 


do. 


do. 


Menzies, J. 


Innes, J. 


! do. 


Dunbar, G. 


do. 


Murison, A. 


do. 


Milne, F. 


do. 


Duguid, A. 
Erskine, J. 


do. 


M'Kay, J. 


da 


Monro, J. 


do. 


da 


Pine, H. 


OxponJ 


Wilson, J. 


do. 


Fraser, A. 


da 


Ritchie, J. 


2Dd Corporal 


Bromby, W. 


do. 


Fraser, H. 


do. 


Reid, W. 


s^ 


Anderson, W. (i). 


do. 


Forbes, C. ' 


da 


Steele, R. 


Anderson, W. (2). 


da 


Fraser, G. 


do. 


Simmers, A. 


da 


Anderson, W. (3). 


do. 


Forbes, R. 


do. 


Skinner, G. 


da 


Anderson, B. 


do. 


Gowie, S. 


do. 


Smith, C. 


da 


Anderson, D. 


1 do 


Gordon, J. 


da 


Stewart, G. 


da 


Anderson, J. 


do. 


Hay, G. 


do. 


Smith, W. 


da 


Andrew, J. 


do. 


Howie, C. 


do. 


Smart, K. 


da 


Adie,G. 


do. 


Johnston, P. 


do. 


Strachan, C. 


da 


Archibald, H. 


do." 


Jack, W. 
Low, W. 


do. 


Sorley, J. 
Thorn, F. 


do. 


Burnett, J. 
Beattie,/. (i). 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


Morgan, ). 


do. 


Webster, R. 


da 


Beattie, W. 


do. 


Miller, J. (i). 
Miller, J. (2). 


do. 


Wilson, G. 


da 


Beattie, J. (2). 
Bmce, W.J. 


do. 


da 


Walker, J. 


da 
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No. 4 COMPANY. 



Rank. 



Captain 
Lieutenant 
C.S.M. 
Sergeant 

do. 
Corporal 

do. 

do 

do. 

do. 

do. 
2nd Corporal 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Sapper 

GO. 

do. 
do. 
da 
do. 
do. 



Name. 



Reid, John. 
Howard, C. S. 
HaU, W M. 
Gumming, James. 
Walker, James. 
Davidson, J. 
Gordon, D 
Milne, W. J. 
Wallace, Tom. 
Williamson, H. J. 
Worliiig, J. 
Cummings, T. 
Grant. 
Smith, J. 
Stewart, J. 
Adams, G. 
Allan, W. 
Beverly, f. 
Bird, L 
Brodie, W. 
Bmce, D. 
Charles, J. 



Rank. 



Sapper 
ao. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 
da 



Name. 



Christie, W. 
Clark, R. J. 
Collie, G. 
Colqnhoun, P. 
Coutts, W. 
Crichion, W. 
Davidson, H. 
Dawson, A. J. 
Dickson, A. 
Dickson, J. 
Ferguson, P. 
Forsyth. 
Fyfc. R. 
Gillan, J. 
Gordon, S. 
Grant, D. 
Henderson, J. 
Hepburn, J. 
Hunter, A 
Innes, J. 
Innes, W. 
McDonald, C 



Rank. 



5>apper 

do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 
da 
do. 



N 



M'Donald, J. 
M*Haffie,A. 
Melvin, G. 
Milne, D. 
Milne, J. 
Mundie, R. 
Murray, A. 
Norric, V. 
Robertson, £. 
Robertson, W. 
Scott. 

Simpson, W. 
Simpson, W. 
Sinclair, W. 
Smart, J. 
Smart, W. A. 
Smith, S. 
Taylor. 
Torpey, G. 
WaUace,J. 
Wilson, J. 



GORDON VOLUNTEER BRIGADE. 
LONDON SCOTTISH. 



STAFF. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Colonel 

Lieutenant-Colonel 
Major 
do. 
Captain and Adjutant 
Captain 


Greig, J. W, V.D. 
Hampton, G. W., V.D. 
Taylor, G. N. 
Malcolm, G. A. 
Booth, T. M. 
Whyte, D. C. 


Chaplain 

do. 
Surgeon-Captain 
Sergeant- Major 
Colour-Sergeant-Instructor 


Macleod, Rev. D., D.D 
Fleming, Rev. A. 
Purvis, W. Laidlaw.* 
Grant, A. 
Henderson, R. 



'Appeared at the i860 Review as a Private of the Queen's R.V. Brigade ; and at the 1881 Review as Surgeon of 

the London Scottish R.V.C ; and at the 1905 Review as a Veteran. 

A COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 

Brooks, M. W. 
Cross, C. E. 
Eklwards, C. H. 
Grieve, J. F. 
Longmore, H. A. 
Low, C. T. 
M'Monnies, D. B. 
M'Monnies, H. L. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 
Lieutenant 
Corporal 
Lance-Corporal 

do. 
Piper 

do. 
Drummer 
Private 


Gray, J. B. 
Hervcy, E. S. 
Buchanan, J. H. 
Buchanan, H. 
Lennie, J. M. 
Hare, R. G. P. 
Mackenzie, G. 
Maclean, T. N. 
Boyd, R. N. 


Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 


Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 
do. 
da 


Mackay, J. D. 
Pazton, J. 
Pegg, F. W. 
Ross, J. P. 
Sparks, H. C 
Tomlison, O- 
Thomas, E. R. 
Wright, E. A. 
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B COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name 


Rank. 


S^ 


Sig. Cr.-Scrgt. 


Hutchison, ). T. 


Corporal 


Hopping, D. M*K. 


Private 


Hepburn, J. N. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Earle, T. F. 


Lance-Corporal 


Fitchie, W. T. 


do. 


Loodoo, J. G. 


Sergeant 


Anderson, W. 


do. 


Smith, N. W. 


da 


Mackay, J. F. 
Mackay, J. J. 


do. 


Cnswick, L. 


Private 


Aikman, A. 


do. 


Lance-Seigeant 


Jackson, W. S. 


do. 


Ball, H. 


do 


Pheyiey. F. 


Corporal 


Coates, W. J. 


do. 


Craig, M. W. 


da 


do. 


Findlay, E. J. 


do. 


Finlason, E. C 


da 


Statfield, K 



C COMPANY. 



DiiU Cr.-Sergt 
Scigeant 
L.-Sergt Piper 
L.-Seigt. Dmr. 
Corporal 
Lance-Corporal 



N 



Hodgson, H. T. 
Gordon, R. F. 
M'Niven, K. A. 
Simmonds, H. 
Henderson, J. L. 
Mallett, W. V. L. 



Bugler 
Private 

do. 

do. 

da 

do. 



N< 



Hay, W. J. 
Beadle, W. J. 
Clark, A. H. 
Clayton, H. P. 
Dykes, J. O. 
Fraser, G. M. W. 



Private 
do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Ni 



Hay, W. J. 
HcAmea, W. F. 
BfaIlett,H. 
Ranson, G. H. 
Watts-Frascf. J. F. 
Wilson, W.H. 



D COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Nam. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Menries, J. 


Drummer 


Hamilton. W. 


Private 


Gibson, W. G. 


SeiMant 


Aitchison, J. G. 


Private 


Beaton, W. B. 


da 


Grant, R. B. 


da 


Craig, J. R 


do. 


Bowron, D. M. 


da 


MadLcmeaa, A. E. 


da 


Galbraith, J. 


do. 


Cranfield, E. G. S. 


da 


Malcolm. J. D. 


Corporal 


Awbery, C. L. 


da 


Dempster, W, M. 


da 


Pinkeitoo. C. S. 


da 


Barr, A. L. 


do. 


Downie, J. 


da 


Perrins, F. S. 


UiM»Corpofm] 


Learmooth, P. F. 


da 


EadicJ. 1 


do. 


Reid, W. J. 


Piper 


Keith, A. R. 


do. 


Fox, F. H. W. 







E COMPANY. 



Rank. 



Lieutenant 
2ad Lieutenant 
Cr.-Seigeant 
Cr.-Seigt. Dmr. 



da 
da 
da 
Corpoiml 
da 
da 



N 



Lindsay, F. H. 
Dunsmore, R. 
Reid, A. S. 
Hodgson, T. 
AtkmsoD,H. E. 
Macleod,E. D. 
M*Lachlan,W. M. 
Simpaoo, W. M. 
BalRe, R. G. 
Pfexton, J. 
Wailea, J. M. 



Rank. 



Lance-Corporal 

da 

da 

da 
Bugler 
Kper 
Private 

da 

da 

da 



N 



Clark, D'A. M. 
Clark, G. M. 
Lindsay, J. L. B. 
Robertson, N. 
Brown, A. T. 
Rait, W. 
Ballantine, T. D. 
Brown, C W. 
D'Ade, E. R. J. 

G. G. 
Fryer, C A- 



1- 



Private 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
do. 



Si 



Fryer, H. G. 
Forbes, H. L. 
Johnston, R. 
Lamb,H. E. 
Loudon, S 
M'Doondl. F. R 
Mackie,E. M. 
Mairiiall, W. B. 
MouDoey, |. 
N^fatii^alcP.G 
Orr, W. 
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F COMPANY. 



Rank. 


NaoM. 


1 

Rank. 


NaoM. 


Rank. 


Na.^ 


Captain 

2na Lieutenant 


Rogen, A. E, 


Private 


Bcntlcy, F. E. 


Private 


Fobister,J. 
GofdoD, G. M. 


AlUop. T. H. K. 


do. 


do. 


Ann. Sergeant 
Corpoial Piper 
L.-Corp. Piper 
Lance-Corporal 


Gordon, E. A. H. 


da 


Beaton* N. M*N. 


da 


P^gott. J. 


Robertson, R. 


do. 


Clark, S. J. 


da 


Saod3r» G. T. 


Latham, H. L. 


! do. 


Clerk, C M. 


da 


Simson,R. E. 


Lochbead, W. 


do. 


Cmm, A. H. 


da 


StepbeD9oii,CW. 


Piper 


Donaldson, M. If. 
D. 


do. 

i 


Edwards, E. L. 


da 


Wor, D. A. 



G COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


NaoM. 


Rank. 


Na.^ 


Captain 


M«Donald, A. 


Bugler 


Henderson, J. D. 


Private 




Cr. -Sergeant 


Boyd, D. 


Piper 


Swanson, D. N. 


da 


M*Bain,R.C 


Sergeant 


Fraser, A. S. 


Private 


Biscoe, F. R. 


da 


BlitcheU, A. R. C 


da 


Gauld, W. 


da 


Blaikie, A. 


da 


Macgicgra*, A. H. 


da 


Mitchell, J. B. 


do. 


Blaikley, A. 


da 


Mnrrav, H. B. 
Ray, P. C 


do. 


Smith, G. 


da 


Eaton, T. D. 
Greig, L L. 


da 


Corporal 


Greig, W. T. 


da 


da 


Thomson, J. 


do. 


HolUck, A. J. 











H COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


1 

1 Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Lieutenant 


White, J. S. 


Private 


Carey, J. 


Private 


Milne, D. 


Q.M.S. 


Darling, R. S. 


do. 


Descharops, D. G. 
Dunlop, W. A. 


do. 


Moirhead, A. B. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Lee, A. M. 


do. 


do. 


Paterson, W. W. 


do. 


M*Diarmid, D. S. 


da 


Fleming, A. 


do. 


Robertson, D. H. 


do. 


Smeaton, J. M. 


do. 


Ferguson, F. H. 


do. 


Rose,S. R. 


Lance-Corporal 


Buchanan.F. II. H. 


1 do. 


Go(ximan, J. W. 


do. 


Ross, D. S. 


do. 


Hunter, W O. 


do. 


Hunter, H. 


do. 


Sharpe, J. 


do. 


Robbins, H. 


1 do. 


Hay, K. S. 
Teffreys,J. M. 


do. 


Turner, J. S. 


L,-Corp. Piper 


Moore, W R. 


1 do. 


da 


Vallentine, F. A. 


Private 


Anderson, W. 


do. 

1 


M*Beth, S. 

t 







I COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Lieutenant 


Clowes, G. C. K. 


Lance-Corporal 


Brown, J. G. 


Lance-Corporal 


Slack, J. T. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Miles, A. F. 


do. 


Coldicott, J. W. 


Drummer 


Gow, A. 


Sergeant 


Bryden, C. S. 


do. 


Cox, G. C. 


Private 


Bessant, H. C. 


do. 


Kirkby, H. M. 


do. 


Goepel. R. B. 


da 


Earle, A. W. 


do. 


White, J. C. E. 


do. 


Horton-Smith, L. 


do. 


Murray, C. B. 


Corporal 


Melvill, R. T. 


do. 


Henderson, I. M. 


do. 


Rogers, C. S. 


do. 

1 


Murray, R. W. 


do. 


Saunders, J. T. 

! 
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K COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Lindsay, J. H.' 


Bugler 


Marrs, G. L. 


Private 


MUlar, W. M. 


Cr.-Seigeant 


Brown, H. B. 


Private 


Buchanan, G.W.C. 


do. 


Millar, T. E. P. 


Sergeant 


Gavin, £. 


do. 


Campbell, J. G. 


do. 


MitcheU, J. 


do. 


Pitkethly, J. B. 


do. 


Christie, D. 


do. 


Martin, A. 


do. 


Sannders, £. S. 


do. 


Hammond, H. B. 


do. 


Porteous, J. D. 
Ross, G. J. 


Lance-Seigeant 


Brown, R. 


do. 


Hammond, W. S. 


do. 


Corporal 


Ibbotson, E. G. 


do. 


Johnston, A. 


do. 


Saunders, P. M 


Lance-Corporal 


Hamilton, G. D. 


do. 


Kemp-Gee, J. 


do. 


Smith, F. G. 


do. 


Thomson, J. 
Greig, K. C. 


do. 


Marrs, W. W. 


do. 


Wilson, G. 


Piper 











1st volunteer battalion GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 

STAFF. 



Rank. 



Colonel 

Major and Hon. Lieut. -Col. 
Captain and Adjutant 
Captain and Quarter-master 



Name. 



Mackinnon, L., V.D. 
Gordon, C. S., V.D. 
Hay, J. G. 
Walker, W. 



Rank. 



Surgeon-Major 
Sureeon-Captain 
Acting Chaplain 



Name. 



Williamson, G., M.B. 
Christie, J. F., M.R 
M'Clymont, Rev. J. A, 
D.D., VD. 



PERMANENT STAFF. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Sergeant-Major 
Coloor-Sergeant-Instnictor 


Nelson, D. 
Ewart, A. 


Colour-Sergeant-Instructor 


Ogilvie, G. 



A COMPANY. 



Rank. 



Captain and 
Hon. Major 
Lienteaant 
Cr.-Sergeant 



Corpoial 

do. 

do. 
Lanoe-Curpoial 

da 

do. 
Bandsman 
Bilker 
Piper 
Private 

do. 

do. 



Name. 



Stewart, D. B. D., 

V.D. 
Henderson, R. A. 
Garden, G. 
Calder, A. 
Forbes, W. 
M<Kay, L. 
Smith, S. R. 
Dunn, A. 
Ledingham, J. 
PirieTC. 
Adams, J. 
Dean, J. 
Mitchell, A. 
Alcorn, C. 
Bannerman, R. 
Booth, D. 



Rank. 



Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Name. 



i 



Brand, J. W. 
Bremner, J. 
Cathcart, W. 
Christie, J. 
Christie. W. 
Cousins, J. 
Dyker, A. 
Emslie, J. 
Greig, J. 
Grant, J. 
Home, J. 
Leith, R. 
Leslie, W. 
Mackie, A. 
M'Leod, J. 
M'Kechnie, J. 



Rank. 



Private 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Boy 

do. 



Name. 



Marshall, J. 
Milne, G. 
Milton, J. 
Morrison, J. 
Nicol. W. 
Philips, W. 
Prain, D, 
Robertson, U. 
Sangster, W. 
Sellar, A. 
Spence, R. 
Stewart, E. 
Strang, C. 
Wilson, W. 
Brown, J. A. 
Ewan, W. J. 
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B COMPANY. 



Rank. 


NaoM. 


Rank. 


Nana. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captmin and 
Hon. Major 


Spence, G. H. 


Bandsman 


Greig, C. 


Private 


Maxwell, A. 




do. 


Pozton, H. 


do. 


Milton, A. 


Lieutenant 


Rae. W. 


Bugler 


Taylor, J. L. 


do. 


Moir, E. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Clubb, J. 


Private 


Cousins, J. 


do. 


Moir, J. 


Sergeant 


Christie, H. 


do. 


Dargie, G. 


do. 


Plunkett, D. 


do. 


Lawson, G. O. 


do. 


Diack, W. 


do. 


Robertson, W. 


do. 


Monay, W. 


do. 


Edwards, C. 


do. 


Ronald, J. 


Lanoe-Sergeant 


Stewart, J. A. 


do. 


Fraser.T. 


do. 


Ross, A. 


Corporal 


Hay, G. T. 


do. 


Inglis, f. 


do. 


Smith, H. 


do. 


ReiU A. 


da 


Innes, W. W. 


do. 


Stewart, J. 


Lance-Corporal 


Pickard, J. K. 


do. 


Kellas,J. 


do. 


Stobbie,;. 
Taylor, W. 


da 


Spark, R. 
Wilson. T 


do. 


Livingston, F. 


da 


do. 


do. 


McDonald, J. 
M'Kensie. J. B. 


do. 


Troop, A. 


Bandsman 


Cowie, W. 


do. 


da 


Will, G. 


do. 


Forrest, W. 


do. 


Mathers, J. 







C COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain and 
Hon. Major 


Paterson, W. 


Bnj^ler 
Private 


Nicol, E. 


Private 


M'Coskell, S. 




Adam, J. 


do. 


M'Kay, C. J. 
M*Robhie.C. 


Lieutenant 


Brown, J. 
Bakewell, W. 


do. 


Andrew, J. 


do. 


Cr -Sergeant 


do. 


Bimie, G. 


do. 


Milne, A. 


Sergeant 


Bridgeford, D. 


do. 


Blacklaw, W. 


do. 


Morgan, H. 


do. 


Cook, J. S. 


do. 


Buchan, A. 


do. 


Sangster, J. 


do. 


Ewan, J. 


do. 


Cooper, J. 


do. 


Smith, D. R. 


do. 


Gordon, G. 


do. 


Cowie, R. 


do. 


Spalding. 
Steele, T. 


do. 


Gordon, K. S. 


do. 


Davidson, A. 


da 


do. 


Milne, A. 


do. 


Fraser, J. G. G. 


do. 


Stewart, J. 


Coqx)ral 


Gordon, W. D. 


do. 


Gordon, C. W. 


do. 


Swapp, J . F. F. 
Tawse, C. 


do. 


Scott, W. 


do. 


Grant, A. 


da 


Lance-Corporal 


Bcattie. W. 


do. 


Grant, J. 


do. 


Taylor, H. 


do. 


Grant, L. 


do. 


Harrow, J. 


do. 


Thomson, A. T. 


do. 


Torpey, J. 


do 


Leslie, J. R. 


do. 


Wilson, F. G. 



D COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Lientenant 


Ogilvie, D. 


Lance-Corporal 


Kelly, D. 


Drummer 


Wilson, A. 


2nd Lieutenant 


Wilson. H. G. M. 


Bandsman 


Christie, W. 


Private 


Anderson, W. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


MulhoUand, D. 


do. 


Cox, T. 


do. 


Barclay, A. 


Band-Sergeant 


Ledingham, E. 


do. 


Gillespie, A. 


do. 


Burnett, D. 


Sergeant 


Birnie, W. J. 


da 


Lyon, J. J. 


do. 


Burnett, J. 
Calder, K. 


do. 


Dejr, J. 
Reith, R. 


do. 


McDonald, A. 


1 do. 


do. 


do. 


Mutch, G. 


! do. 


Cleary, C. A- 


Corporal 


Begg, G. J. 


do. 


Nicol, R. 


do. 


Dickie, J. 


do. 


Dean, W. 


do. 


Robertson, J. 


do. 


Duncan, J. G. 


do. 


Merson, V. 


do. 


Scorgie, A. M. 


do. 


Flynn, J. 


do. 


Stuart, W. 


Piper 


Barrack, J. 


do. 


Fraser, W. D. 


Lance-Corporal 


Donald, C. 


do. 


Henderson, T. 


do. 


Frost, J. 


do. 


Farquhar, R. 


Bugler 


Farquharson, W. 


do. 


Garden, A. 


do. 


Farquhar, A. 


1 Drummer 


Watson, J. 


do. 


Geddes, J. 
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D COUTASY— Con/inu€d. 



Rank. 


Name. 


! 

1 Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


NanM. 


Private 


Gillespie, W. 


Private 


M*Kay, K. 


Private 


Webster, W. 


do. 


Gordon, W. 


do. 


M*Kay, A. 


do. 


White, J. B. 


do. 


Gordon, A. 


' do. 


Milne, J. 


do. 


WiUox, A. 


do. 


Johnston, R. 
Kerr, W. 


do. 


Murray. W. C. 


do. 


Wilson, A. 


da 


do. 


Stephen, J. 


do. 


Wyllie, J. 


do. 


Kinkaid, L. 


do. 


Strathearn, D. 


do. 


Wyllie. W. 


do. 


Lawrie, W. 


do. 


Taylor, A. 


do. 


Youngson, A. 


do. 


Lcttett, G. 
M'Gilvery, G. 


do. 


Walker, E. E. 


do. 


Yule, C. 


do. 


do. 


Wait, W. 


do. 


Yule, T. 



F COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 
Lieutenant 
2nd Lieutenant 
Cr. -Sergeant 
Sergeant 

&. 

do. 
Corporal 

do. 
lance-Corporal 

do. 

Bandsman 
da 

Piper 

Baskr 


Mellii, W. 
Scott, R. 
Shirras, G. F. 
Findlater, J. 
Barclay, A. 
Duncan, D. 
Souter, G. 
Forbes, A. 
Silver, G. S. 
Bamett, J. 
Davidson, W. 
M'Donald, J. A. 
Watson, A. 
Sinclair, W. 
Farqnhar, R. 


Bugler 

Drummer 

Private 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Mackie, P. 
Watson, J. 
Aitken, 1). 
Allan, G. 
Beveridge, C. 
Cowie, J. 
Davidson, J. 
Duguid, A. 
Edwards, A. 
Forrest, C. \ 
Fraser, J. 
Gall, D. 
Grant, J. 
Greic, R. 
Hardie, C S. 


Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
1 do. 
do. 


Hutchison, H. 
Kilgour, A. F. 
M* Donald, E. 
M*Intosh, W. 
M*Pherson, J. 
Meston, J. 
Napier, J. 
Napier, R. 
Petrie, C. S. 
Pyper, G. 
Reid, W. S. 
Ritchie, A. 
Rhynas, A. 
Scott, J. 



G COMPANY. 



Rank, 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Cipuio 

Cr.Seigeant 
•Sergeant 

do. 
Corporal 

do. 
lanoe-OMporal 

do. 
Huidsinan 
Bagler 
Pmrate 


Mackinnon, A. 

H. L. 
Forbes, T. 
Campbell, C. 
Jeffray, A 
Kynoch, W. 
Lefevre, J. 
Bain, A. 
Lamont, A. 
Ledingham, R. 
Anderson, A. M. 
Black, J. 


Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Boyce, A. 
Brown, J. 
Burgess, R. 
Gumming, T. 
Dawson, W. 
Donald, J. 
Dunn, G. 
Hay, A. S. 
Lawson, J. C. 
M'Donald, R. 
Masson, A. 
M*Kay, H. 


Private 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Bov 

do. 


Morrice, R. 
Peterkin, J. M. 
Pine. A. W. 
Riddler, G. 
Ritchie, W. H. 
Stewart, G. 
Steven, G. 
Thomson, J. 
WiIken,J. 
Yeates, A. 
Gcllie, A. 
Robertson, H. 
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K COMPANY. 



CaoUin 

2nd Lieutenant 

Bandmaster 

Cr. -Sergeant 

Sergeant 

do. 
Corpond 

da 
Bandsman 

do. 

da 

do. 

da 

da 




N 



Adam, T. L. 
Lyon, A. 
Ryan, J. 
Jack, A. G. 
Chalmers, T. 
Robertson, W 
Findlay, G. 
Smith, W. 
Angus, A. 
BrelMier, D. 
Gorman, J. 
M*Leod, A. 
Morrison, R. 
Reid,J. 



Bandsman 
Piper 

do. 
Bogler 
Private 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

da 

do. 

da 

do. 



Yoangson, R. 
Cantly, f. 
Esson, R. 
Jolly, R. G. 
Bowie, A. 
Brace, J. 
Craigen, A. 
Gibb, R. 
Gibb,J. 
Gordon, G. 
Greig,T. 
Jos«,F. 
Lawrie, J. 
LesUe,W. 



ii 

li 



Private 
da 
da 
da 
do. 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 



Ni 



l^esue, W - 
Mackie, W. 
M<>>ndach,I 
MoffiU, J. 

Patterson, D. 
Robertson, W 
Robertson. W 
Robb,J. 
Skinner, W. 
Smith, L. 
Stephenson, E 
Stephen, J. 



M COMPANY. 



Rank. 



Name. 



Rank. 



Name. 



Rank. 



Name. 



Captain 
Lieutenant 
2nd Lieutenant 
Cr.-Sergcant 

do. 
Sergeant 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Sergeant Piper 
Corporal 

do. 

do. 
Lance-Corporal 

do. 
Bandsman 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Piper 

do. 

da 
Bugler 



Macqueen, J. E. 


Bugler 


Danson, M. 


Smith, G. A. 


Private 


Adam, W. G. 


Mackinnon, L. 


do. 


Allan, D. 


Davidson, G. 


do. 


Anderson, G. 


Forbes, C. 


do. 


Boyle, T. 
Clark, J. 


Catto, A. 


do. 


Hunter, A. ' 


do. 


Danson, J. R. 


Milne, A. 1 


do. 


Dickie, J. \V. 


Rae, G. 


do. 


Duff, C 


Mann, W. 


do. 


Ewen, R. 


Fyfc, A. 


do. 


Forbes, A. 


King, D. ' 


do. 


Forbes, J . 


Skoyles, A. 


1 do. 


Eraser, J. 


Ashford, G. 


• do. 


Goldie, J. 


Bain, J. | 


! do. 


Guyan, R. 


Currie, J. 


da 


Howie, J. 


Duncan, W. 


do. 


Hutcheon, J. 


M*Kenzie, A. 


do. 


Ingram, J. 


Nairn, H. 


da 


Innes, J. 


Sim, J. W. 


do. 


Johnston, W. 


Farquharson, H. 


da 


Kennedy, J. 
Kidd, W. 


Innes, J. 


do. 


Philip, S. 


do. 


Littlejohn, A. | 


Craigmyle, J. 


do. 


M*Nair, D. 



Private 


M*Innes, A. 


do. 


Manning. F. ( 


do. 


Marr, G. R. 


do. 


Masson, W. 


do. 


Morrison, D. 


do. 


Nicol. A. S. 


da 


Pittendreigh, , 


do. 


Paterson, \V. 


do. 


Rennie, A. 


do. 


Robb, P. 


do. 


Robertson, G. 


do. 


Smith, T. 


do. 


Stephen, W. J 


do. 


Stewart, W. 


do. 


Sjrmon, G. 


da 


Taylor, A. 


do. 


Thomson, F. 


do. 


Tocher, J. 


do. 


Watt, F. 


da 


Wood, P 


do. 


Wyllie, G. 


do. 


Wyllie, W. A. 


Boy 


Garden, W. 



r o>strAS\ 




c 




AX 
OA. 
OkV 
OCi 

da 

dx 

<kx 
dx 
dx 
do. 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 



.^iidaca^ ^ 


-rN*,r 


Kk3i. A 


An 


Kr.>«T. >> T 


An 


*.juk,w:^ ^ V 


Av 


CSfH1S<W v"- 


4Wv 


Oxoe*-, N, ^ 


A^ 


nfcTtjcm.^ h 


An 


Fjbsccw K. V 


An 


Kmk'.'oci. A 


An 


GrsK*. H. \v. 


An 


GoTOk-*^ loilJ' 


An 


Gi!hes. i: R 


.iA 


Gk^. f^. M, 


An 


Gotdoiw IjklMrs 


Av 


Hxriit. K >V. 




lUx. 0». K 


Av 


Inksetr. 1 


An 


JanxM^ W, W\ 








3RD VOLUNTEER BATTALION GORIXW HlOHIAXbKKS 



STAFF. 



Lieot-CoL and Hon. Col. 
Mijor and Hod. Cot 



N 



Robertson, R., V.D. 
Scotu R., V.D. 



Mi|oraiid Hon. Lieut -Col ! M*Connachie, W.«V.D. 



Ctpuin mnd Adjntmnt 



StansfcldJ.R.E,.D.SO. ! 



^lilnm« 



ChupUin 



A COMPANY. 



\««M^ 







Captain 

2Da Lieatenant 

Act Chaplain 

Cr.-Sergeant 

Sergeant 

da 

da 

da 
Coqx>ral 
Private 

da 



Law, J. 
Morrison, T. 
Adams, W. 
Watt, W. 
Burr, J. 
Cheyne, J. 
Ironside, C. 
Stephen, J. 
Henderson, W. 
Bathgate, W. 
Beaton, 6. 



Private 
do. 
do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Nanm, 



Craig, J. 
C^ranna, T. 
DavidNon. W. 
Dempster, A. 
Gordon, II, 
(iordon, I. 
(sordon, W. 
Johnstune, (i. 
LittleJohn,J. 
Marshall, A. 
Maclennan, A. 



HmiW. 



Nmm*>. 



Piiva(i» 


M()hi«« .\. 


(la 


Milii^'i 1, 


(Us 


M«mUM(, |. tr 


(Uk 


MimUoHi A. 


do. 


M«(«liiiih, |. Ml 


ilo. 


Slm|i«i»n, A 


do. 


Siitlili, 1 A 


(III. 


Mmlih. \V. 


do. 


Niiillh, 1 


do, 


NwaiiMUt, II, 
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B COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Naiac 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Robertson, A W. 


Lance-Corporal 


Milne, J. G. 
Pope. J. 


Private 


M'Robbie, R. I 


Lieutenant 


Martin, D. H. 


do. 


da 


MarUn, W. A. 


do. 


Reid,AM'l). 


Piper 


Geddes, A. 


do. 


Mitchell. A. W 


Act Chaplain 


Halliday. J. G. 


Bugler 


Birnie, G. 


do. 


Mitchell, G. 


Bandmaster 


Killcen, G. F. 


Private 


Allen, A. 


do. 


Mitchell, G. O. 


Seigeant-Major 


Kelly, W. 


do. 


Anderson, A. 


da 


Milne, W. 


Ser. -Instructor 


Bryant, H. 


do. 


Balloch, A. 


da 


Morrison, J. S. 


da 


Brown, J. 


do. 


Blyth, W. 


do. 


Murray, W. 


do. 


Laidlaw, W. 


do. 


Boggie, T. 


do. 


Park, W. 


do. 


Marr, J. 


do. 


Burnett, J. 
Cardno, F. 


do. 


Pennie, A. 


do. 


Sanders, J. 


do. 


do. 


Querie, A. 


Q.M.S. 

Cr. -Sergeant 


Simpson, W. J. 
Darling, W. C. 


da 


Chisholm, W. S. 


do. 


Riddoch, W. 


do. 


Davidson, R. 


do. 


Scott. H. 


Sergeant 


Bissett, T. S. 


do. 


Gordon, R. 


do. 


Scott, J. 


do. 


Hay, C. 


do. 


Greig. J. 
Greig,;. R. 


do. 


Sim, J. 


do. 


West, D. 


da 


do. 


Spence, G. 


Lance-Sergeant 


Milne, A. 


do. 


Hutchison, G. 


da 


Stephen, J. 


do. 


Milne, J. 


do. 


Ironside, W. 


do. 


Winter, J. 


do. 


Sbewan, W. 


do. 


Joss, A. 


da 


Wyness, W. 


Corporal 


Anderson, J. 


do. 


M'Robbie. G. 


Boy 


Watt, J. 



C COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 

I 

i 


Rank. 


Name. 


Sergeant 


Buchan, A. 


Private 


Aird, G. 


Private 


Heslop, J. 


do. 


Chisholm, A. 


do. 


Anderson, W. 


do. 


Hunter, I. 


do. 


Duncan, J. 


do. 


liarron, W. 


do. 


M'Lennan, J. 


do. 


M'Hardy, W. 
M'Intosh, W. 


1 do. 


Blackball, W. 


do. 


Mennie, R. A. 


do. 


do. 


Cooper, D. 


do. 


Milne, R. 


do. 


Reid, A. 


do. 


Crooks, R. 


do. 


Munro, J. 


Corporal 


Chalmers, J. 


da 


Downie, J. 


do. 


Pennie, W. 


do. 


Forbes, A. 


do. 


Downie, G. | 


do. 


Reid, R. 


da 


Gibb. J. 


do. 


English, A. 


da 


Spence, T. 


do. 


Robertson, G. 


do. 


Finnie, G. 


da 


Stephen, W. 


Lance-Corporal 


Barclay, J. 


do. 


Forbes, A. 


do 


Thomson, F. 


do. 


Henderson, A W. 


1 do. 


Gibb, C. 


do. 


Webster, J. 


do. 


Taylor. J. 


1 do. 


Gordon, G. ' 


do. 


Will, E. 


do. 


Watt, G. P. 


do. 


Gordon, W. 


do 


Will, J. 


Bugler 


Buchan, W. 


do. 


Henderson, J. 


do. 


Yule, W. J. 



D COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain and 
Hon. Major 

Lieutenant 

2nd Lieutenant 

Sergeant 
do. 


Rennie, J. C, 

v.p. 

Rennie, James 
Pirie, F. 
Craig, G. 
Gill, James 


Corporal 

Lance-Corporal 

Private 

do. 

do. 

do. 


J affray, G. 
Davidson, A. 
Bain, A. 
Chalmers, J. 
Chalmers, R. 
Davidson, G. 


Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Gray, J. 
M'Beth. A. 
Neish, Wm. 
Pirie, J. 
Sangster, Wm. 



Appendix. 



9SI 



E COMPANY. 



Cr.-Sefgemnt 
Corporal 

dot 
Lance-Corporal 
Prnrale 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Ni 



Rothney, W. 
Hadden, R. 
Urquhart, G. 
Massie, A. 
Brown, J. 
Cooper, J. 
Cooper, J. C. 
Home, I. 
Mihie, A. 



Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 



N 



MUne, T. 


i 
Primte 


Milne, T. 


do. 


Murray, J. 
Murray, J. 
Park, A. 


do. 
do. 
do. 


Park, A. 


da 


Penny, W. 
Peter. W. 


da 
do. 


RaUray, A. 


.1 
1 



Ni 



Rose, C 
Ross, W. 
Shand. A. 
Simpson, J. 
Simpson, R. 
Smith, W. 
Tarvcs, A. 
Urqnhart, C. 



F COMPANY. 




Omtain and 
Hon. Bflajor 
CoL -Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Lce.'Sergeant 
Coqxmil 



Uatchison, W. £. I Private 

j do. 
Cheyne, P. | do. 

Conne, R. j da 

M*Kenzie, R. i do. 
Spence, J. 



Boyes, J. 


Private 


Cadger, W. 


do. 


Davidson, T. 
\ ohnston, J. 


do. 


da 


\ ohnston, G. 


do. 



Johnston, A. 
Park, J. 
Souter, J. 
Taylor, T. 
Young, G. 



G AND H CO.MPANIES. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 
Private 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Ciptain 


Cmickshank, ! 


Harrie, A. 


Private 


Morrison, T. 




A. L P. 


do. 


Burns, .A. 


do. 


Noble. G. 


iJeoienant 


Rdd. W. 


do. 


Bissett, G. 


j do. 


Noble, W. G. 


S^t 


Dunbar, J. 


do. 


Campbell, K. 
Coull, G. 


da 


Paterson, A. 


Johnston, J. 
Johnston, £. 


do. 


do. 


Petrie. P. T. 


da 


do. 


Dick, J. 


do. 


Rattray, G. 
Rcid, W. 


da 


M'Gregor, J. F. 


do. 


Dundas, J. 


do. 


da 


Melvin, G. 


do. 


Duthie. G. 


do. 


Robertson, J. 


«»geinl-Piper 


Burr, C. 


do. 


Elliott, R. S. 


do. 


Rust, J. 


Uiice-Scrgeant 
da 


Gregory, T. 
M^iCay. A. 


do. 
do. 


Ferguson, A. 
Fraser, A. 


da 
do. 


Scott, A. 
Skelton, P. 


da 


Milne, J. 


do. 


Henderson, J. 


do. 


Smith, J. 


Uice-Sefgeant 


Sim, J. 


do. 


Jack, W. R. 


1 do. 


Stephen, A. 


Corporal 


Roger, J. 


da 


Kirkland, T. 


do. 


Stephen, J. 


UQGe.<:orporal 


Duncan, W. 


do. 


Laurence, T. 


i do. 


Thornton, T. 
Urquhart, J. 
Walker, J. 
Walker, W. 


da 


Duthie, A. B. 


do. 


Lawrence, J. 


do. 


da 


Thompson, A. B. 


do. 


Leask. S 


da 


■r 


Mitchell, T. 


do. 


M*Connachie, \, 


da 


Noble, P. 


da 


M*Kay,J. 
M'Kay, W 


do. 


Watt, G. 


da 


Pressley, J. 


do. 


do. 


Watt, J. 


da 


Simpson, J. 


do. 


Maitland, S. 


do. 


While, J. 


da 


Stewart, W. 


do. 


Marr, J. 


' da 


Will, J. 


Private 


Baillie, C. 


do. 


Mitchell, J. 


do. 


Willox, J. 


da 


Bain, L. 


do. 


Morrice, A. 


da 


Wishart, W 


da 


Barclay, C. 


da 


Morrison, J. 


do. 

1 


Wisharl, T. 
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4TH VOLUNTEER BATTALION GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 

STAFF. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Colonel 
Lieutenant-Colonel 

do. 
Major 


Mellis,Wro. A., V.D. 
Ilorton. J. A.. V.D. 
Dawson, W. F. G., V.D. 
Massie, J. F. M., V.D. 
(Transport Officer). 


Captain and Adjutant 
Captain and Quarter- master 
Surgeon- Major 
da 


M*Lcan,C. 
Hopkins, J. 
Wilson, J. O., V.D. 
Nicol, A. 



A COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


1 
Name. 


Rank. 


Naae. 


Captain 

2na Lieutenant 


Dickson, J. 


Piper 


Mitchell, J. 


Private 


Loggie, A. (i), 
Loggie, A. (2). 


Duff, T. A. 


1 Pnvate 


Appleby, W. 1 


da 


do. 


Mitchell. J. 


do. 


Barclay, A. 


do. 


Loggie,]. 


Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 


Milton, A. 


do. 


Bkck, F. 


do. 


Uttlejohn, W. 


Cr.-S<!igeanl 


Fraser, A. 


do. 


Brown, J. 1 


do. 


M*Kenzie,I. 
Meldrum, W. 


Sergeant 


Summers, J. B. 


do. 


Christie, W. 


do. 


do. 


Thain, J. 


do. 


Cormack, W. 


do. 


Mitchell, J. 


Lance-Sergeant 


Dufton, A. 


do. 


Davidson, H. , 


do. 


Mitchell, A. 


do. 


Mellis, J. 


do. 


(jaren. II. 


do. 


Morrison, J. 


Lance-Corporal 


Barron, W. 


do. 


Gatherer, L. i 


do. 


Murray, G. 


do. 


Brown, W. 


do. 


Gmy, Alex. 


do. 


Murray, B. 


do. 


Keir. J. M'L 


do. 


Gray, G. 


do. 


Niven, W. 


do. 


M*Lennan, D. 


do. 


Gordon, W. D. B. 


do. 


Pirie, J. 


do. 


Reid, G. S. 


do. 


Ciuihrie, J. 


, do. 


Rennie, J. 


do. 


Stuart, F. M. 


do. 


Ingram, G. , 


! do. 


Sandison, \V. 


Bugler 


Grant. D. B. 


do. 


Kemp, J. 


do. 


Shand, T. 
Smith, W. 


do. 


Mitchell, F. C 


do. 


Lamb, A. 


do. 


Piper 


Cowie, J. 


do. 


Little, J. 

1 


do. 


Stevenson, E. 







B COMPANY. 








Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 




Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 
Sergeant 

do. 
Corporal 
Bugler 


Currie, N. P. 
Dunbar, II. 
Milne, G. 

Simpson, W. | 
Gordon, W. i 

1 


Bugler 
Private 

do. 

do. 

do. 


> 

Gordon, C. 
Coutts, J. 
Cowe, P. 

M*Intosh, J. 1 
Milne, J. | 


Private 
do. 
do. 
do 


i 

1 Mitchell, J. 

Niven, C. 

Reid, J. 
, Ross, W. 

1 
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C COMPAN\' 



Captain 




Q.-Ser.-Instr. 



da 
do. 



N 



Luice-Corpoiml 



MacdoniM^W.A 
DaTidsoo.&G. 
Grassick, G. U 
Batchart, G. A. 
Duncan. J. 
Gtbb.A. 
Craib.J. 
Stewart, J. 
" ' I, P. M. 



Lance-Corporal 

da 
Piper 
Private 

da 

da 

da 

da 

da 



Innes, K. A. 
Reid. T. 
Campbell, W. 
AndersoD, P. 
Cniickshank, A. 
Forbes, J. 
Grav. J. H. 
Ha<}don, C. 
Ingram. J. J. 



lUnk. 



Private 
dvx 
do. 
da 
diK 
do. 
da 
<kv 



N 



NU»iui. A 
Mennie« 1 
Melvin. tv 
KiddelL l\ 
Walker. I. 

Wals^^n, J. T. 
Wils^U). A. 



D COMPANY. 



LicBtenant 
Or.-Scr.-Inslr. 



Corpoial 
Uace-Corporal 

Pimte 



Ni 



Cook, J. M. 
Gray, W. 
Forbes, J. 
Lamb,W. 
Gauld, J. 
Gray. W. W. 
Campbell. F. 



Rank. 



Private 

do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Name. 



Grant, A. 
Gunn, D. 
Keith, J. 
Kellas, A. 
M*I)onald. R. 
Ogston, G. 
S<x)tt, J. 



Rank. 



' Pri\-ate 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



do. 



N«m^, 



Smith. J. 
Stephen, |. 
Thomson. J. 
Turner, A, 
Walkei, A. 
Yeats. J. 
Youn^. L. 



E COMPANY. 



Rank. 



Name. 



C^ and 

HoQ. Major 
ueatenant 
2od Lieatenant , 
Cr.-Scrgt-InsL 
QM.S. 
Seigeant 

do. 

do. 

da 
Unce-Sergeant 
Uoce-Corporal 

do. 

da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
Piper 
fiogler 



Gray, W. A. 

Laing, P. W. M. 
Laing, H. D. 
Arbnthnott, J. 
Kellas, J. B. 
Geils, R. S. 
Gray, J. 
Jackson, J S. 
Simpson, W. 
Reid, J. 
Calder, G. 
Dallas, G. 
Fenton, A. 
Noble, T.* 
Singer, W. R. 
Thomson, J. G. 
Williamson, D. 
(lammack, A. 
Krohn, W. I^ 



Rank. 



Bugler 
Private 

do. 

do. 

Ho. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Name. 



Singer, F. 
Anaerson, N. S. 
Anderson, 11. T. 
Anderson, A. P. 
Bisset, (f. 
Bruce. W. J. S. 
Davidson, (i. 
Dawson, A. 
Deans, W. 
Dresscl, I). 
Kddie, A. 
Emslie, C. 
EmOie, I. 
Fra.scr. C. 
Garomic, J. 
Grant, W. G. 
joss, J. A. 
Kerr, W. 
I.^Hlie, J. S. 



Rank. 



Nam*, 



— . -' .^^K _«« ■ « . - - 




Private 


LuniMlen, W. 


dii. 


M»Kay, (;. (\ 


do. 


M*I^an. W. |. 


do. 


Middleton, U. 


do. 


Millat. KM. 


do. 


Moil, K. 


do. 


Mowatt, W L 


ii(». 


Mutch. A 


da 


Kcld. A. 


do. 


Krid, VV. 


do. 


Kohlilr. K. 


do. 


KolieiliHin, ). 


do. 


Kokt, I. 


do. 


KuM. )l. (;. 


do. 


Smith. A. 


do. 


.SicvoniMin, \V. 


do. 


.Sirwurt, n. A. 


do. 


Walkri. K. h. 


do. 


W(nmI,J. 



seo 
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F GOMPANY. 



Rank. 


Nmm. 


Rank. 


NMM. 


Rank. 


Naaa. 


Captain 


Charles, A. 


Private 


AnderKHi, A. (of 


Private 


Enii,A. 


Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 


Martin, W. 




D Company). . 


da 


Glennie,A* 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Emilie, G. 


da 


Booth, F. 


da 


Henderaon* A. 


Sergeant 


Reid.W. 


da 


Bmoe, A. 


da 


Lewis, R. 


Lanoe-Seigeant 


Mortimer, A. 


da 


Chalmen, W. 


da 


Reid, J. J. 


Coq)oral 


Mitchell, G. 


da 


Clerihew, W. 


da 


Robliie,A. 


Lance-Corporal 


Gofdoo, G. 


da 


CoolcD. 


do. 


Soott, J. 


do. 


Midiie, W. 


da 


Donald, J. 
Donald,). 


da 


Stewart, R. 


da 


Webiter, D. 


da 


da 


Stuart,!. 
Thain,H. 


Pri?ate 


Adam, L. 


da 


Edmond, J. E. 


da 



G COMPANY. 



RMk. 


H«. 


RmiIc 


Naaw. 


Raak 


Naaw. 


Gaotain 


Keir.A. 


Bi«ler 
Private 


Matthew, a 


Private 


Main,D. 


M*Gregor, J. 


Chejme, A. 


da 


Marshall, R. 


lieatenant 


Dawson,!. 
Campbell, J. 
Clarifc,J. 


da 


Cooper, W. J. 


da 


Meldrmn, W. 


and Lieatenant 


da 


Cormack, A. 


da 


MitebdUA. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


da 


Dalgamo, W. 


da 


Park, W.G. 


Ser.-Bogler 


Rae,L 


da 


Diack,). 
Edwards, D. 


da 


PanUW. 


Sergeant 


Rennie, A. 


da 


da 


Rennie. W. 


dl 


Thomson, G. R. 


da 


Foote,J. 


da 


RiddeU, W. 


da 


Tocher, A. 


do. 


Forbes, G. 


do. 


Scott, W. 


da 


Youngson, A. 
Rae,J. 


do. 


Fraser, A. 


da 


Smith. W. 


Corporal 


do. 


Home, J. C. 


da 


Sutherland, D. 


do. 


Qark, D. A. 


do. 


Ingram,]. 


do. 


Tobin, T. 


do. 


Stephen, R. M. 


do. 


Jamieson, W. 


do. 


Urqnhart, J. 


Lance-Corporal 


Clark, R. 


do. 


Kitson« A. 


do. 


Youngson, C. 


Bugler 


Milne, J. S. 


do. 


M'Hardy, W. 







H COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 

2no Lieutenant 


Gray, J. N., V.D. 


Private 


Dalgamo, G. 


Private 


Michie, J. A. 


Cameron, J. A. S. 


do. 


Davidson, G. 


da 


Moir, G. 


Ser.- Major 


Bums, M. 


do. 


Foote, J. 


da 


Morrison, R. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Kitchen. T. 


do. 


Grant. D. 


do. 


Morrison, W. 


Sergeant 


Forbes, A. 


do. 


Fiarrop, T. 


da 


Munro, D. 


Sergeant-Piper 


Howarth, L 


do. 


Hay, A. 


da 


Philip, A. 


Lance-Sergeant 


Bryce, R. 


do. 


Irvine, J. 


do. 


Robbie, J. 


Corporal 


Greenlaw, J. 


do. 


Kemp, W. 


do. 


Ross, W. G. 


dr 


Mackie, J. 


do. 


Kilgour, G. 


da 


Ross, D. 


do. 


M*Kenzie, G. 


do. 


Knowles. L 


da 


Slorrach, J. 


Lance-Cor|x>ral 


Nicol, A. 


da 


Mackie, G. 


do. 


Silver. J. 


do. 


Smith. C. 


da 


M*Innes, J. 


do. 


Slorrach, J. F. 


do. 


Whyte, G. 


da 


M'Kenzie, D. 


da 


Turner, J. 
Wilson, ). 


Bueler 
do. 


Black. J. 


do. 


Mendes, T. 


da 


Massie, £. J. 
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I COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name 


Rank. 


NaoM. 


eant 

«-Corporal 

• 
r 


Reid, J. 
Smith, M. 
Mitchell, F. 
Sangster, G. 
Walker, F. C. 


Bugler 
Prirate 

do. 

da 

do. 


M'Pherson, J. 
Black, J. 
Coutts, J. 
Harper, G. 
Hay, A. M. 


Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Niroll. J. 

Rue, J. 
Reed, J. A. 
Wood, J. 



K COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


1 

Rank. 


Nam& 


ain 


Callan,J. 


Private 


Bannerman, W. 


Private 


Milne, J. 


eon-Lieut. 


Turner, E. R. 


da 


Craig, W. 


da 


Riddel, G. 


L-Instr. 


Menzies, J. 


da 


Crombie, J. 


do. 


Riddel, J. 


>emant 
«-Seigeant 


Geils, J. 


do. 


Davidson, H. 


do. 


Robertson, W. 


Middleton, R. 


do. 


Geils, J. 


do. 


Simpson, G. 


^ 


Wedderburn, A. 


do. 


Gordon, J. 


do. 


Simpson, J. 


«-Corporal 


Maitland, G. 


do. 


Mamoch, D. 


da 


Strachan, A. 


• 


Coutts, A. 


do. 


Marshall, J. 


do. 


Thompson, G. 


r 


CoutU, J. 


do. 


M'Kenzie, J. 


do. 


Tough, A. 



5TH VOLUNTEER BATTALION GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 

STAFF. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Del 


Farauharson, A. H. 
Davidson, P. L. 


Captain and Adjutant 
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel 


Singleton, H. CD. S.0 
Cran, G. 



A COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


ain 


Bower, G. H. 


Private 


Allan, D. N. 


Private 


M'GilUvray, W. 


eant-Bfajor 


Allan, J. 


da 


Berry,; 
Catto, J. 


do. 


MKiiUivray. G. 


Ser.-Instr. 


Ramsay, W. 


do. 


do. 


Niven, J. 




Robertson, J. 


do. 


Collie, G. 


da 


Noble, J. 


leant 


Cameron, J. 


da 


Donald, T. 


do. 


Ogilvie, J. 


K 


Campbell, J. 
Cruickshanic, G. 


do. 


Eddie, J. 


da 


Ogg,J. 


C 


do. 


Elrick, J. 


da 


Penny, A. 


C 


Ross, J. 


da 


Hay, W. 


do. 


Riach,J. 


K»ml 


Dawson, W. 


do. 


Lamb, J. 
Littlejonn, L. 


do. 


Ritchie, C A. 


IL 


M*Robbie, W. 


do. 


da 


Robertson, J. M. 


c 


Reid, W. 


do. 


Masson, W. H. 


da 


Rots, D. 


x-Corporal 


M'GiUivray, J. 


do. 


Michael, G. 


do 


Ron, R. 


:r 


M«Intosh, G. J. 


da 


Milne, D. 


do. 


Rust, J. C 


ate 


Adam, W. 


do. 


MHchell, J. 


do. 


Stnu:han, A. 


K 


Adam, W. 


da 


M'Connachie, G. 


da 


Wilson, E. 
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B COMPANY. 



Rank. 



Captain 
Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 
Cr. -Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Corporal 

do. 
Private 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Name. 



Dawson, J. A. 
Wrenn, J. 
Nicoll, D. 
Murray, J. 
Gallowav, W. 
Young, W. 
Barron, A. 
Beattie, R. 
Beattie, J. 
Duguid, G. 



Rank. 



Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Name. 


Rank. 


Duthie, A. 


Private 


Fenton, R. 


do. 


Hay, H. 
Henderson, W. 


do. 
da 


Kemlo, D. 


do. 


Kerr, W. 


da 


Lindsay, A. 
M*Leay, J. 
M'William, J. 


do. 
do. 
do. 


Mathers, A. 


do. 



Name. 



Middleton, A. 
Mitchell, R. 
NicoU, D. 
Nicoll, J. 
Officer, D. 
Pearson, A. 
Silver, G. 
Stewart, C 
Taylor, H. 
Wyllie, T. 



C COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


1 

Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Walker, R. W. 


Piper 


Brown, J. 
Philip, W. 


Private 


Memms, G. 


Lieutenant 


Dunbar, J. C. 


Drummer 


1 do. 


Milne, A. 


Act. Chaplain 


Grant, A. R. 


1 do. 


Masson, J. 


da 


Mitchell, D. 


Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 


Cameron, H. 


Private 


Alexander, J. 


do. 


Morrison, T. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Balls, E. 


do. 


Chalmers, W. 


do. 


Nicol, J. 


Sergeant 


Findlay, W. 


do. 


Cowie, G. 


do 


Philip, H. 


do 


Watson, J. G. 


do. 


Cowie, R. 


da 


Pyper, W. 


do. 


Watt, J. 


do. 


Hannah, R. 


do. 


Reid, J. 


Lancc-Sergeant 


Collie, R. P. 


da 


Ingram, R. 


do. 


Reid, R. 


Corporal 


Jamieson, J. M. 
Masson, W. 


do. 


Jamieson, J. 


do. 


Robertson, G. 


dr 


do. 


Lawrie, J. 


do. 


Scorgie, J. 


Lance- Corporal 


Gray, G. 


do. 


Lumsden, A. 


do. 


Smith, A. 


da 


Milne, W. 


1 do. 


M 'Donald, A. 


' do. 


Stewart, J. 


do. 


Watson, A. 


do. 


Martin, K. 


do. 


Walker, A. 


Piper 


Mennie, A. 


, do. 


Martin, P. D. 


da 


Walker, J. 


do. 


Shepherd, A. 


■ 









D COMPANY. 



Rank. 




Captain 

Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 

Sergeant 

Corporal 

Lance -Corporal 

Drummer 

Private 



Reid, A 
Allen, J. 
Gordon, H. A. 
Ailken, J. S. 
Brown, A. 
Thomson, H. 
Bain, W. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Private 


Bowman, J. 


1 Private 


Moir, A. 


do. 


Campbell, J. 


, do. 


M*Rae, B. 


do. 


Fraser, G. 


do. 


M'Robbie. G. 


; do. 


Gordon, J. 


do. 


Rust, T. 


do. 


Harper, F. 
M*Kenzie, J. 


1 do. 


Reid, A. 


do. 


1 do. 


Shearer. W. 


do. 


Meston, G. 


i 
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E COMPANY. 



Rjunk. 


1 
Name. 

1 


Rank. 


Name. 


1 

Rank. 


Name. 


Major 


Dunbar, A. 1>. 


Bandsman 


Grassie, J. 


Private 


Duncan, Jas. 


Captain 


♦Shaw, J. 


do. 


May, R. 


1 do. 


Gillespie, G. 


Lieatenant 


Anderson, A. S. 


do. 


Leslie, W. 


do. 


Keith, A. 


do. 


Bruce, R. 


do. 


Lorimer. J as. 


do. 


Kemp, D. 


do. 


Hunter,!. Y. , 
Priest, T. ' 


do. 


Milne, las. i 


do. 


Low, W. 


Cr.-Scr.-Instr. 


do. 


Philip, J. 


do. 


M^Crivie, W. 


Cr.-Se^eant 


♦Smith, W. 


do. 


Repper, J. 


do. 


McDonald, W. 




♦Stephen, A. 


do. 


Wilson, F. 1 


do. 


M'Kenzie, J. 


Band Sergeant 


Esson, J. 


Bov (Band) 
ao. 


Campbell, J. 


do. 


Milne, Jno. 


Lance-Seigeant 


Anderson, W. 


Fraser, G. 


! do. 


PhiUp. G. 


Ccvporal 


Strathdec, W. 


Piper 


Stewart, J. 


do. 


Reith, W. 


Bandsman 


Brand, A. 


Private 


Bimie, A. | 


do. 


Scott, J. 


do. 


Brown, J. 


do. 


Burnett, A. 


do. 


Shaw, A. 


do. 


Craig, J. II. 


do. 


Dinnie, D. 


do. 


Stephen, G. R 


do. 


Crone, A. 


do. 


Donald, J. 


do. 


Stephen. J. 


do. 


Forbes, J. 


do. 


Duncan, A. 


do. 


Stephen, W. 



♦Attended iS8i Review. 



F COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


HoD.Bfajorsuid 


Smythe, G. H. 


Private 


Adam, W. 


Private 


K}-d, W. 


Qr.-master 




do. 


Calder,J. 


' do. 


Mortimer, W. 


Captain 

200 lieutenant 


Scott, G. 


do. 


Cobban, J. 


do. 


Penwill, T. 


Thom, J. M. 


do. 


Cooper, G. 
Cricnton, B. 


do. 


Robertson, R. 


Ser.-Instmctor 


Penwill, H. 


do. 


j do. 


Ross, J. M. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


Kyd, W. A. 


do. 


Ferries, M. 


do. 


Scott, G. 


Corporal 


♦Allan, W. 


do. 


Fraser, J. 


do. 


Scott, W. 


Wnte 


Abel, G. 


do. 


Hadden, A. 


do. 


Taylor, J. 


do. 


Adam, D. 

1 


do. 


Hall, J. 


1 
i 





♦ Attended i88i Review. 



H COMPANY. 



Rank. 



^ Chaplain 
Captain 

Cr.-Scr.-Instr. 
C^-Sergeant 
Sei]geant 

UKe-Sergeant 
Corporal 
Priute 
do. 
do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Name. 



Dunn, C 
Cottman, W. H. 
Durie, G. 
Henderson, J. 
Dinnie, C. 
Hay, J. 
Coutts, A. 
Cattanach, Jas. 
Cattanach, J. j 
Cattanach, F. \\ 
ColHe, E. 
Collie, G. 
ColUe, W. 
Coutts, J. 



Rank. 



Private 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Name. 


Rank. 


Davidson, J. 


I 
Private 1 


Dawson, C. | 


da 


Esson, C. 1 


do. 


Garioch, G. 


do. ' 


George, A. 1 


do. 1 


Gordon, P. 


do. 1 


Grieve, G. i 


do. 


Johnston, J. ' 


do. > 


Leitch, R. 


do. 


M*Connach, C. ! 


do. ; 


M'Connach, J. 


do. ; 


M*Gregor, A. 


do. 1 


Marchant, J. A. 


do. 


Middleton, E. 





Name. 



Middleton, J. 
Mitchell, C. 
Morrice, A. 
Rankin, D. G. 
Rankin, G. 
Ross, H. 
Sharp, G. 
Sharp, J. 
Smith, A. 
Smith, H. 
Smith, W. 
Thain, A. 
Wright, A 
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I COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Gregor, J. W. 


Private 


Adam, W. 


Private 


Grant, J. 


Ser. -Major 


Hanna, J. 
Contts, C. 


do 


Cameron, W. 


da 


L^fon, A. 
M*Intoth, A. 


Cr.-Scrigcant 


do. 


Clark,;. 


da 


Sergeant 


Bisset, A. 


do. 


Donglas, J. (from 


da 


Mollison, A 


do. 


Young, J. 




A Company). 
Doguid, F. 


da 


Reid,T. 
Riddell, J. 


Corporal 


McDonald, G. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Grant, J. 


da 


Ewan, R 


da 


Robertacm, W. 


do. 


Mercer, W. 


do. 


Geddes, A. D. 


da 


Robson, G. 


da 


Wright, A. 


do. 


Gordon, C 


da 


Smith, J. 


Piper 


Ewan, J. 


do. 


Grant, G. 







K COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


N-. 


Captain and 
Hon. Major 


Allan, J. 


Private 


Brown, T. 


Private 


Lewer, G. 
Middleton, W. 




do. 


Brown, W. 


da 


Captain 


Wood, A. L. 


do. 


Carr, G. 


do. 


Middleton, W. 


Lieutenant 


Booth, D. C. 


do. 


Christie. W. 


do. 


Murray, H. 


Surgeon-Lieat. 


Cruick shanks, A. 


do. 


Clark, G. 


do. 


Murray, R. 
Pirie. J. 


Pipe-Major 


McDonald. G. 


do. 


Coleman, J. 


do. 


Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 


M*Kean, J. 


do. 


Collie, J. 


do. 


Rae, G. 


Cr. -Sergeant 


•Sinclair, R. 


do. 


Crichton, L. 


do. 


Sievewright, W. 
Taylor, D. 


Sergeant 


Donald, J. 


do. 


Duguid, T. 
Fairweather, G. 


do. 


do. 


Leslie, J. 


do. 


do. 


Waldie, W. 


Corporal 


Rankin, A. 


do. 


Farouhar, D. 
Garainer, J. 


do. 


Watt, J. 


Drummer 


Sinclair, J. 


do. 


do. 


Wood, G. 


Private 


Annandale, F. 


do. 


Henderson, J. 


Recruit 


Adams, J. 


do. 


Bissett, H. 




1 







♦Attended 1881 Review. 



6th volunteer battalion GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 



STAFF. 



"Rtnk. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name 


Colonel 
Major 


Fleming, J. G., V.D. 
Whitton, A. B. 


Captain and Adjutant 
Surgeon-Captain 


Lockley, R. E. H. 
Sellar, T. A. 
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A COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


1 

Rank. 


Name. 


Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 


Donald, D. A. 


Private 


Angus, J. 


Private 


M 'Roberts, A. 


Cr.-Sergeant 


Smith, R. G. 


do. 


Barclay, R. 


I do. 


Meldnim, J . 


Corporal 


Lovie, A. 


1 do. 


Bums, A. 1 


do. 


Meldrum, W. 


dr 


Milne, A. 


, do. 


Chrystal, J. 


1 do. 


Murray, R. 


do. 


Geddie, J. 


do. 


Davidson, R. S. 


do. 


Raffan, A. 


do. 


Thom, J. 


do. 


Donald, Wm. 


do. 


Reid, G. 


Lance-Corporal 


Donald, G. 


i do. 


Forbes, G. 


do. 


Robb, J. 


do. 


Findlay, A. 


do. 


Hendry, J. 


do. 


Steele, J. 


da 


Lyon, A. 


do. 


Hogg, J. T. 


do. 


Thomson, A. 


do. 


M'William,J. 


do. 


Ingram, J. 


do. 


Turner, T. 


Drummer 


Graham, G. 


do. 


Lemon, J. 


do. 


Turner, W. 


do. 


Tocher, E. 


do. 


Lyon, A. 


do. 


Whyie, J. 


Private 


Aitken, F. 


do. 


M*Lean, J. 







B COMPANY. 



1 
Rank. 

1 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Smith, T. M. | 


Piper 


Mitchell, A. 


Private 


Grant, S. 


Cr.-Ser.-Instr. 


Lister, VV. 


Private 


Allan, J. 


! do. 


Innes, P. 


Sergeant 


Camming, H. 


do. 


Cruickshank, J. 


do. 


M*Adam, W. 


do. 


Grant, R. 


do. 


Gumming, D. 


1 do. 


M*Combie, A. 


do. 


Grant, R. G. 


do. 


Davidson, P. 


! do. 


M*Combie, R. 


Lance-Sergeant > 


Stuart, W. 


do. 


Dawson, A. 


; do. 


McDonald, A. 


Corporal ' 


Garden, W. 


do. 


Fraser, J. 


do. 


Munro, C G. 


Lance-Corporal : 


Cook, C, 1 


do. 


Garrow, G. W. 


do. 


Ross, W. A. 


Bogler 


M*Lennan, J. > 


do. 


Geddes, C. 


do. 


Stuart, H. 


Piper 


George, J. 


do. 


George, J. 


do. 


Watt, A. 



C COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Kynoch, J. W. 


Private 


Cameron, H. 


Private 


M'Adam, R. 


Capt and Q.M. 


Mitchell, T. 


do. 


Cameron, W. 


da 


M*Gregor, R. 


Se^eant-Major 


Reynolds, £. 


do. 


Chapman, W. 
Clark, W. 


da 


M'Nulty, J. 


Q.M.S. 
O.R. Sergeant 


Dick, W. 


do. 


do. 


M*Pherson,J. 


Black, J. 


do. 


Cottingham, A. 


do. 


Milne, G. 


CoL -Sergeant 


Ainslle, G. 


do. 


Cottingham, J . 


do. 


Milton, J. 


Sergeant-Bugler 


Ettles, A. 


do. 


Currie, J. 


do. 


Moir, A. 


Ba^-Sergeant 


Taylor, J. 


do. 


Donald, A. 


do. 


Murphy, F. 


Sergeant 


Davidson, D. 


do. 


Duncan, D. 


1 do. 


Ogg, R. 


do. 


Green, P. 


do. 


Duncan, W. 


do. 


Pine, T. 


da 


Hendry, A. 


do. 


Elder, A. 


do. 


Reid, G. 


da 


Robb, J. 


do. 


Emslie, J. 


do. 


Ronald, R. 


Lance-Sergeant 


Smith, A. 


do. 


Ewen, J. 


j do. 


Shand, A. 


Corporal 


Cran, W. 


do. 


Findlay, A. 


! do 


Sharp, M. 
Smith, R. 


dT 


M*Intyre, J. 


do. 


Forsyth, A. 1 


da 


do. 


Murray, J. 
Wilson, W. 


do. 


Fraser, W. | 


1 da 


Stephen, W. 


da 


do. 


Gauld, R. 1 


do. 


Watson, J. 


Lance-Corporal 


Burgess, R. 


do. 


Geddes, A. 


do. 


Watt, J. 


da 


Collie, J. 


do. 


Grant, J. W. 
Gray, G. 


do. 


Wilson, T. 


do. 


Donald, R. 


do. 


do. 


Younie, J. 


da 


Toss, J. 
Weir, C. 


do. 


Innes, J. 


do. 


Gordon, J . R- 


da 


do. 


Laing, W. 


Boy 


M'Gowan, J. 


PrinUc 


Bowie, W. 


do. 


Lemon, J. 


da 


Robertson, R. 


da 


Cameron, A. 


do. 


Lorimer, W. 
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D COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. ' 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


M'Naughton, J. L. ' 
InglisTj. ! 


Lance-Corparal 


I 

1 
Innes, G. ; 


Private 


Kennedy, L. 


Ser.-Instructor 


do. 


Smith, J. 


do. 


Knox, J. 


Sergeant 


CUrk, W. 


Piper 


Morrison, A. | 


do. 


McGregor, J. 


do. 


Green, T. 
Laing, W. 


Private 


Campbell, J. 


do. 


Milton, J. 


do. 


do. 


Cormack, J. i 


do. 


Patterson, A. 


Corporal 


Scott, G. 


do. 


Dunnett, C 


do. 


Robertson, A. 


Lance-Corporal 


Campbell, W. 


do. 


Duncan, J. 


do. 


Robertson, T. I 


do. 


Duncan, J. 


do. 


Hutcheson, J. 


do. 


Simpson, J. 


da 


Gray, T. 
Harold, G. 


do. 


Innes, J. j 


do. 


Smith, J. 


do. 











E COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Lieutenant 
Ser.-Instructor 
Cr. -Sergeant 
Sergeant 


Sheed, John. 
Springall, F. 
M*Kay, R. B. 
Christie, A. J. 


Lance-Sergeant 
Corporal 

do. 
Lance-Corporal 


Stuart, Jas. 
Grant, John. 
Stuart, A. 
Masson, R. j 


Private 
do. 
do. 

do. 

1 


Chisholm, A. 
Macpherson, A. 
Masson, John. 
Stuart, C. 



F COMPANY. 



Rank. 



Lieutenant 

do. 
Cr -Ser.-Inslr. 
Cr. -Sergeant 
Sergeant 

do. 

do. 

Lance-Sergeant 

Corporal and 

Act. Ser.-Piper 

Lance-Corporal 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Piper 

do. 



Name. 



Spence, G. S. 
M'Kay, H. 
Hobson, W. 
Guild, T. 
Duncan, J. 
Garden, E. 
Hume, G. 
Eraser, J. 
Duncan, J. 

Collins, J. 
McDonald, J. 
M'Pherson, G. 
M* William, J. 
Robson, A. 
Duncan, A. 
M'Adam, C. 



Rank. 



Name. 



Bugler 


Bege,]. 
Gilchrist, G 


do. 


do. 


Hay. J. 


Private 


Angus, A. 


do. 


Collie, G. 


do. 


Collins, [. 


do. 


Cruickshank, J 


do. 


Dawson, A. 


do. 


Duncan, G. 


do. 


Gibb, H. 


do. 


Grant, A. 


do. 


Grant, D. 


do. 


Green, W. 


do. 


Hepburn, R. 


do. 


Innes, J. 
Innes, J. 


do. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Private 


Innes, R. 


do. 


Kellas, J. 


da 


M'Connachie, J 


do. 


M'Donald. A. 


do. 


McDonald, J. 


do. 


M'Grimmon, A. 


do. 


M* In tosh, Jas. 


do. 


M*Intosh, J no. 


do. 


M*Kenzie, E. IJ 


do. 


MTherson, J. 


do. 


Margach, P. 


do. 


Proctor, R. 


do. 


Robertson, A. 


do. 


Robertson, G. 


do. 


Shaw, J. 


do. 


Wilson, J. 



G COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Robertson, A M. 


Private 


Buchan, H. 


Private 


M'Millan, A. 


Ser.-Instructor 


Lawrence, P. 


do. 


Cameron, S. 


do. 


M 'Queen, W. 


Cr.- Sergeant 


Murray, G. 


do. 


Cowic, A. 


do. 


Mann, R. 


Sergeant 


Bruce, R. ! 


1 da 


Crichton, W. 


' do. 


Murchie, J. 


do. 


M*Kenzie, J. 


do. 


Donald, A. 


do. 


Ogg,J. 


Corporal 


Duncan, R. 1 


do. 


Gordon, W. , 


do. 


Paul, J. 


do. 


Ingram, J. 


do. 


Hay, A. 1 


da 


Paul, R. 


Lance-Corporal 


Beattie, W. | 


do. 


Hutcheon, H. 


da 


Slater, J. 


Private 


Andrew, J. 


do. 


Innes, J. 1 


do. 


Tocher, C 


da 


Barron, J. 


do. 


Lyon, W. 


' do. 


Wilson, J. 


do. 


Bonnyman, J. 

1 


do. 


M'Kenzie, J. 


do. 


Youngson, G. 
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7TH VOLUNTEER BATTALION GORDON HIGHLANDERS. 



STAFF. 



lUnk. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Major Commandant 
Captain and Acting Adjutant 


Broun, J. C. C. 
MacDougall, P. 


Surgeon*Captain 


Robertson, J. F., M.D. 



PERMANENT STAFF. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Sergeant-Major 


Watt, J. 


Colour-Sergeant- Instructor 


Ferguson, H. 







COMPANY. 






Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 

ana Lieutenant 


Stephen, Alex. 


Private 


Clark, L. 


Private 


M*Diarmid, G. 


Ramsay, R. H. 


do. 


Cogle, T. 


do. 


Mackay, A. 


Sergeant 


Anderson, A 


do. 


Coutts, J. 
Coutts, J. B. 


' do. 


Mackay, J. 


do. 


Anderson, W. 


do. 


do. 


Malcolmson, R. 


do. 


Duncan, J. 


do. 


Davidson, D. 


1 da 


Manson, J. S. 


do. 


Gilbertson, J. R. 


do. 


Duncan, W. R. 


; do. 


Mouat, G. 


do. 
da 


Johnson, A. 
Loggie, J. A. 


do. 
do. 


Flaws, J. 
Frascr, G. 


da 
do. 


Murray, T. 
Nicolson, J. J. 
Peterson, J. J. 


da 


Stewart, T. P. 


do. 


Fraser, J. 


1 do. 


da 


Thomson, R. C 


da 


Fordyce, G. 


\ do. 


Phillips, J. 


Lance-Seigeant 


Mathieson, A. 


da 


Fordyce, S. W. 


1 do. 


Pottinger, J. W. 
Pottinger, L. 


Corporal (pro- 


Gilbertson, J. C. 


do. 


Gcorgeson, A. 


do. 


▼aSeigt.) 




do. 


Gifford, G. 


do. 


Roberlson. W. M. 


Corporal 


Garioch, P. 


do. 


Gifford, W. A. F. 


da 


Sandison, J. H. 


da 


Hughson, P. T. 


do. 


Goudie, J. 


do. 


Scott, W. 


da 


Moncrieff, W, 


do. 


Hill, J. 


do. 


Smith, J. A. 


da 


Russell, G. W. 


do. 


Hutchison, J. 


do. 


Smith, L. 


Lance-Corporal 


Pottinger, L. 


do. 


Hyslop, S. 


do. 


Smith, R. 


da 


Stout, W. 


do. 


Inkster, A. F. 


do. 


Sutherland, C. 


Bi^er 


Moffet. A. 


do. 


Tamieson, J. A. 
Johnson, 1. 


do. 


Sutherland, W. 


Reid, A. E. 


do. 


do. 


Tait, D. 


Private 


Abernethy, C. 


do. 


Johnson, J. F. 


do. 


Williamson, D. 


do. 


Anderson, A. S. 


do 


Johnson, L. 


1 do. 


Williamson, M. 


da 


Anderson, R. L. 


da 


Keppie, R. J. 
Langskail, A. G. 
Leask, L. M. 


■ da 


Williamson, M. 


da 
da 


Christie, A. 


do. 
do. 


, ^- 


Young, A. 
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OFFICERS OF THE 8th (SCOTTISH) VOLUNTEER BATTALION LIVERPOOL 

REGIMENT. 



STAFF. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Lieutenant-Colonel 
Major 


Macfie, A- L.,V.D. 
NichoU, W. 


Major 

Captain and Adjutant 


Buchanan, R. 
Robertson, J. C. 



OFFICERS. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Bingham, D. A. 
Bhur, G. 
Davidson, J. R. 
Dun, F. 
Fairrie, A. 


Captain 

Capt. and Q.M. 
Lieutenant 
do. 


Graham, J. 
Strath, D. 
Pittendrigh, C. C 
Clover. 
Harrison. 


Lieutenant 

da 

do. 
Surgeon- Major 


Lockhart. 
Place. 
Thin. 
Macalister, C I. 



ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS (VOLUNTEERS), ABERDEEN COMPANIES, 

AND GORDON BEARER COMPANY. 



OFFICERS. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Major 
Captain 
Lieutenant 
do. 


Riddell, J. Scott, M.B. 
Kelly, F., M.D. 
Mitchell. P., M.D. 
Noble,;. D., M.B. 


Lieutenant 
Quarter-master 

do. 
Chaplain 


Smart, J., M.B. 
Cromar, J., L.D.S. 
Innes, J., M.B. 
Smith, Rev. J., B.D. 



PERMANENT STAFF. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Staff-Sergeant- Instructor 


Ferraro, J. 


Staff-Sergeant- Instructor 


Ovens, A. F, 
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A COMPANY (ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY). 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Q.M.S. 


Shand, G. £. 


Private 


Beattie, J. A. 


Private 


Leslie, A. S. 


Staff-Sergeant 


Stuart, F. J. 
Myers. A. E. C. 


do. 


Burr, G. 


do. 


M'Ewen, J. 


Sergeant 


do. 


Clyne. C 


da 


Mackay, D. J. 
Robertson, D. C. 


Ldance-Sergeant 


Ilutton, A. 


do. 


Coleman, A. L. 


do. 


Corporal 


Dryden, J. 




E. F. 


do. 


Ross, D. H. G. 


do. 


Johnstone, A. 


do. 


Davidson, W. J. 


do. 


Stuart, A. G. 


Bugler 


Reid, J. 


do. 


Jamieson, J. F. 


do. 


Wilson, A. 


Private 


Angus, W. 


• 









B COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Q.M.S. 


M*Grigor, D. B. 


Private 


Downing, R. 
Em5lie,J. E. 


Private 


Matthews, R. 


Staff-Sergeant 


Grant, J. F. 


do. 


da 


Morrice, J. 


Sergeant 


Sluart, J. W. 


do. 


Ewart, A. 


do. 


Morrison, A. 


do. 


Thorn, C. C. 


do. 


Falconer, G. S. 


do. 


Morrison, C. 


Corporal 


Adam, F. 


da 


Farquhar, S. 


do. 


Munro, W. 


do. 


M*Leod, R. S. 


do. 


Eraser, W. 


da 


Murray, A. 


do. 


Simpson, A. G. 


do. 


Geddes, W. 


da 


Pirie,T. 


da 


Tully, J. 


do. 


Gibbons, B. J. 


do. 


Robb, A. F. 


Bogler 


M*Lennan, W. 


do. 


Gibbons, W. C. 


da 


Ross, A. S. 


Pnvate 
da 


Abemethy, T. 
Allen, E. 


da 
da 


Gordon, T. L. 
Harper, M. 


da 
do. 


Scrome, A. E. 
Sim,TN 


do. 


Allen, W. 


do. 


Hay, A. 


do. 


Stuart, T. 


da 


Anderson, J. 


da 


Henry, J. 
Kemp, J. 


da 


Thompson, 


do. 


Bamett, J. 


do. 


do. 


Tully, R. S. 
Walker, A. 


da 


Baxter, P. 


da 


M*Donald, J. 


do. 


do. 


Bruce, J. 
Bruce, W. 


da 


M'Donald, R. 


da 


Walker, E. 


da 


da 


M*Intosh, E. 


da 


Walker. J. L. 


da 


Campbell, J. 
Cardno, A. P. 


do. 


M'Intosh, W. 


da 


Walker, M. 


da 


do. 


Mackay, T. R. 


do. 


Wilson, C. 


do. 


Carroll, J. 


da 


M*I^nnan, W. 


do. 


Wyness, G. 



GORDON BEARER COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Staff-Sergeant 


Grant, F. 


Private 


Craig, E. 


Private 


Porter, A. 


Sergeant 


Allan, J. O. 
Muir,J. 


da 


Duncan, W. 


do. 


PriesUy, J. 
Ritchie, J. 


da 


do. 


Fothergill, F. M. 


do. 


da 


Robertson, C F. 


do. 


Higrins, T. 
Mf^uiy, C. 


da 


Sellar, T. J. 


da 


Robertson,G.G.D. 


da 


da 


Sievwnght, W. 


da 


Sellar, W. 


do. 


M'Robb, K. C. 


do. 


Sim, J. C. 


Lance-Corporal 


Brown, A. W. 


da 


Massie, T. 


do. 


Smith, W. 


Bugler 


Bodie, H. W. L. 


do. 


Menzie, A. 


da 


Thorn, D. 


Pnvate 


Allan, B. 


do. 


Milne, L. M. 


do. 


Whyte, D. 
WiUbom, M. M. 


da 


Berry, W. 


do. 


Munro, A. 


da 


do. 


Brand, G. 


do. 


Munro, S. G. 


da 


Wilkic, J. 


da 


Brown, J. 


do. 


Nicolson, W. 


da 


Wilaoo,G. 


da 


Bytb, A. R. 
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TRANSPORT SECTIONS. 



Rank. 


Name 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Q.M.S. 


Camming, A. H. 


Private 


Gauld, A. 


Private 


Ogg,W. 


do. 


Dean, J. G. 1 


do. 


Gibson, G. 


do. 


Paterson, C. 


Sergeant 


Ferguson, E. S. 


do. 


Glennie, C. , 


do. 


Porter, C 


do. 


Marshall, K. 


do. 


Grant, J. 


do. 


Rettie, A. M. 


Private 


Adams, W. J. 


do. 


Leask, J. 


do. 


Robertson, G. 


do. 


Biddie, R. 


do. 


Leith, R. 


da 


Stark, J. 


do. 


Bimie, G. 


do. 


Macdonald, W. 


do. 


Steele, T. 


do. 


Campbell, W. 


1 do. 


Mackay, A. K. 


do. 


Tough, P. M. 


do. 


Cartman, J. F. 


do. 


Mackenzie, J. 


do 


Webster, G. 


do. 


Dunn, J. 


do. 


M*Kinnon, A. ' 


do. 


Wheeler, F. 


do. 


Durwood, J. 


do. 


M'WUliams, S. . 


do. 


WUson, T. 


do. 


Farqubar, J. 


' do. 


Milne, G. W. 


do. 


Wishart, T. 


do. 


Fraser, G. 




1 







1st ABERDEENSHIRE ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY (VOLUNTEERS). 



STAFF. 



Rank. 



Colonel 

Lieutenant-Colonel 

Lieutenant-Colonel 



Name. 



Milne, George, V.D. 
Duguid, James, V.D. 
Milligan,D. .M. M.,V.D. 



Rank. 



Major and Quarter-master 
Surgeon-Captain 



Name. 



Cook, James, V.D. 
Marooch, John. 



PERMANENT STAFF SERGEANTS. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Corps Sergeant-Major 
Battery Sergeant-Major 
Company Sergeant-Major 


Christie, J. 
Hancock, A. 
Fry. J. 


Company Sergeant-Major 
do. 


Innes, J. 
Steer, G. 



BAND. 



Rank. 


1 

Name. i 

1 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Bandmaster 


Wood, James. 
Wood. 


Bandsman 


Elder. 


Bandsman 


Kiloh. 


Band -Sergeant 


do. 


Grant. 


do. 


M*Cartney. 


Bandsman 


Adamsun. 


do. 


Gorman. 


do. 


Rankine. 


do. 


Bacon. \ 


do 


Harkins. 


do. 


Sutherland. 


do. 


Blake. 


do. 


Bardie. 


do. 


Tullet. 


do. 


Clark. ; 


do. 


Hay. 


do. 


Urquhart. 


do. 


Craigen. 


do. 


Hill. 


do. 


Watt. 


do. 


Croal. 


do. 


Johnstone. 


do. 


Watt. 


do. 


Edwards. 


do. 


Kennedy. 
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BUGLERS. 



Rank. 



Name. 



Sergeant 


1 

Foote. 


Bugler 


Brands. 


da 


Cook. 


do. 


, Coatts. 


da 


Elsslemont. 




Name. 



Foote. 

Jamieson. 

Lyall. 

M*Kenzie. 

Meldrum. 






Rank. 



Bugler 
do. 
do. 
da 



Ni 



Mitchell. 
I Murchie. 
' Stewart. 

WatL 



1st heavy battery. 



Rank. 


1 

Name. 1 

1 


Rank. 

1 


Name. 


1 

Rank. 


Name. 


Major 


Couper, J. C. 0. 


Ganner 


Cowie, G. 


Gunner 


Rigby, H. 


Lieutenant 


Henderson. 


do. 


Croll, A. 


do. 


Rothney. 


da 


Barclay Milne. 


do. 


Croll, R. 


do 


Ross, D. 


B.S.M. 


Hatcheon. 


do. 


Dale. 


do. 


Robertson, A. 


Batt Q.M.S. 


Gillespie. 


do. 


Duncan, Alex. 


do. 


Robertson, A. 


Sergeant 


Caldwell. 


do. 


Duncan, A. 


do. 


Riach,J. 


da 


Jolly. 


do. 


Forbes. D. 


! da 


Rust, A. 


do. 


Spalding. 


do 


Gray, J. 


do. 


Simpson, W. 


Corporal 


Dick. 


1 do. 


Johnstone, A. 


do. 


Stewart, G. 


do. 


Mackie. 


do. 


Lamb, J. 


do. 


Stewart, A. 


Bombardier 


Carr, F 


do. 


Low. 


j do. 


Smith, J. 


da 


Fowler. 


do. 


Mathieson, J. 


! da 


Tough. 


do. 


Leslie. 


do. 


M'Lean, W. 


do. 


Thomson. 


da 


Mavor, O. 


1 do. 


MulhoUand, A. 


do. 


Troupe. 


do. 


Pratt. 


i da 


MTherson, J. 


do. 


White, A. E. 


do. 


Ritchie. < 


i do. 


Pirie, Alex. 


do. 


Wilson, R. 


do. 


Smart. 

i 


do. 

I 

1 


Pirie, R. 


1 

1 





2nd heavy battery. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Fleming, F. 


Bombardier 


Will. 


Gunner 


King. 
M*Pherson. 


Sergeant-Major 


Moir. 1 


Gunner 


Beattie. i 


da 


Q.M.S. 


Ross. 


do. 


Cameron. 


do. 


Nicol. 


Sergeant 


Crighton. 


do. 


Calder. 


do. 


Noble. 


do. 


Robertson, R. B. 


do. 


Cooper. 


do. 


Robertson, A 


da 


Shepherd. 


do. 


Crombie. 


do. 


Ross, A. 


Ser. -Trumpeter 


Trail. 


da 


Cumine. 


do. 


Ross,0. 


Corporal 


Florence. 


do. 


Farquharson. 


do. 


Sellar. 


Bombardier 


Anderson. 


i do. 


Fenton. 


! da 


Sim. 


do. 


Gordon. 


do. 


Florence, A. 


' do. 


Simpson. 


do. 


Johnstone. 


1 da 


Forbes, D. 


do. 


Still, D. 


da 


Leiper, J. 


! do. 


Gibh. 


do. 


Still, W. 


da 


Philip. 


da 


Guyan. 


do. 


Thomson. 


do. 


Turner. 


do. 


Hutton. 


do. 


Tonner. 


da 


Will. 


do. 

1 


Irvine. 


. 
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sro company. 



Rank. 


Kmm. 


Rank. 


Num. 


Rank. 


KaBM. 


CapUin 


Garden. 1. W. 
Cowani n. H. 


iC^nnner 


BarcUy, H. 


Gunner 


Maitland, G. 


Lieiitenaiit 


do. 


Seattle, G. 


da 


Motr,J. 


Sergeant 


X>iaSoM^ D. 


do. 


Beattie, J 


da 


Monro, A. 


db. 


Falconer, D. 


do. 


Blacklaw, W. 


da 


Monro, J. 
Motch,K. 


do. 


HaieUG. 


da 


Dawson, R. 


da 


do. 


Ritchie. G. 


do. 


Duncan, G. 


da 


NioolUR. 


Corporal 


M'Neil, J. 


da 


Falconer, G. 


da 


Ritchie, W. 


do. 


Tbompaon, A. 


do. 


Fletcher, A. 


da 


RobK 


Bombardier 


Clark, W. 


do. 


Grant,?. 
Giay, S. 


da 


Taylor, R. 


da 


Mnrno, N. 


da 


da 


Thain,J. 


do. 


Wati0D,A. C 


da 


Hunter, A. 


da 


Thompaon, J. 


do. 


Wynew,!. 


da 


Macdonald, R. 


da 


Troope. 



iTH COMPANY. 



Raak. 


NaoM. 


Rank. 


NaoM. 


Rank. 


NaM. 


Captain and 


Rae,J. E. 


Bombardier 


Kean,C. 


Gunner 


Conningham. 
Keith, T. 


Acting Adjot 




da 


Milne, A. 


do. 


Lieutenant 


Milne, G. C. 


do. 


PhiUp, J. 


do. 


Leaper, J. 


Sergeant 


King, G. 


do. 


Thomson, J. 


do. 


Lewis, J. 


do. 


Norrie, A. 


Gunner 


Brown, W. 


do. 


Low, J. 


do. 


Stuart, D. 


do. 


Catto.G.M. C A. 


do. 


M'Kenzie, J. 


Corporal 


Fraser, C. 


do. 


Clark, A 


do. 


Moir, R. 


do. 


Marshall, R. 


do. 


Collie, W. 


do. 


Morrice, W. 


Bombardier 


Burnett. 


do. 


Cooper. 


do. 


Robertson, W. 


do. 


Frascr, J. 
Gunn, f>. 


do. 


Corbett. 


do. 


Skakle. 


do. 


do. 


Cromar, W. 


do. 


Watt 



5th COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Minto, W. G. B. 


Gunner 


Gill. 


Gunner 


Moir. 


Sergeant 


Strachan. 


do. 


Imlich. 


do. 


Morrison. 


Corporal 


Stuart. 


do. 


Kenpen. 
Leask. 


do. 


Paterson. 


Bombardier 


Leask. 


do. 


da 


Rae. 


do. 


Thow. 


do. 


Main. 


do. 


Rae. 


Conner 


Alexander. 


da 


Mathcson. 


do. 


Rennie, W. 


do. 


Beattie. 


do. 


Martin, J. 


do. 


Robb, D. 


da 


Bradey, J. 


do. 


M*Gregor,T. 


do. 


Sterling. 


do. 


Brand, F. 


do. 


Milne, CouU. 


do. 


Steven, H. 


do. 


Buchan. 


do. 


M'Kinnon. 


do. 


Stewart 


do. 


Craighead. 


do. 


M'Kain. 


do. 


Strachan. 


do. 


Cooper. 


do. 


M'Lean. 


do. 


Stuart, H. 


do. 


Daniels. 


da 


McLennan. 


do. 


Taylor, W. 


do. 


Deans 
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6th company. 



Rank. 


Nunc. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Major 


Duncan, M. M. 


Gunner 


Annand, J. 


Gunner 


Manson, R. S. 


Lieatenant 


Edwards, J. H. 


do. 


Airth. 


do. 


Milne, J. 


C.S.M. 


Middleton. 


do. 


Bannerman, J. 


do. 


Milne, R. 


do. 


Robertson. 


do. 


Chalmers, J. 


do. 


Robertson, C. 


Sergeant 


Coutts. 


do. 


Conn, A. 


do. 


Riddoch. 


do. 


M*Kechnie. 


do. 


Diack. 


do. 


Shand, G. 


do. 


Marshall. 


do. 


Doig, A 


do. 


Shand, R. 


Corporal 


Mackie, J. 


do. 


Duguid, F. J. 
Finlayson, J, 


do. 


Shand, W. 


do. 


Morrison, G. 


do. 


do. 


Stirton, T. 


do. 


Souter, C. 


do. 


Gray, J. 


do. 


Thomson, A. 


Bombardier 


Fiddes. 


do. 


Gordon, W. 


do. 


Watt, J. 


do. 
do. 


Mathieson, G. 
M*Leod. 


do. 
do. 


Keith, I. 
Leith, Jos 


do. 
do. 


Wcbrter, J. 
Wilson, W. 


do. 


M'Leod, G. 


do. 


LesUe, D. 


da 


Wright, A. 


do. 


Match, A. 


do. 


Lobban, A. 


do. 


Wright, G. 


do. 


Nicol, D. 


do. 


Lonnie, A. 


do. 


Young, A. 


do. 


Robertson. 


do. 


Lonnie. 


do. 


Yule, J. 


Driver 


Forbes. 


do. 


Maitland, J. 







7th company. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Miller, A. L. 


Bombardier 


Adam. 


Gunner 


Gibb. 


Lieutenant 


Pine, H. L. 


do. 


Henderson. 


do. 


Hall. 


CS.M. 


Niven. 


Gunner 


Annand. 


do. 


Hunter. 


do 


Palmer. 


do. 


Beattie. 


do. 


Lamb. 


Sergeant 


France, R. 


do. 


Collie. 


do. 


Laurie, W. 


do. 


Mitchell. 1 


do. 


Davidson, G. 


do. 


M'Kensie. 


Corporal 


Adam. 


do. 


Davidson, 


do. 


Murison. 


do. 


Littlejohn. 


do. 


Duncan, J. 


do. 


Sim. 


do. 


Miller. 


do. 


Forbes. 


da 


Walker. 


Trumpeter 


Esslemont, J. 











8th COMPANY. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Kay. F. W. 


Gunner 


Gordon. 


Gunner 


Meldmm, G. 


Sergeant 


Brown. 


do. 


Innes, W. 


da 


Milne, D. 


Bombardier 


Birss. 


do. 


King. 
Mackie, G. 


do. 


Ross, J. 


Gunner 


Argo. 


do. 


do. 


Shewan, J. 


do. 


Barr, C. 


da 


Marr. 


do. 


Sim. 


do. 


Cassie, W. 


do. 


Marr. 


do. 


Urquhart. 


do. 


Cooper. 


da 


McDonald, A. B. 


do. 


Watt, 


do. 


Farquharson. 
Fiddes. 


do. 


M*Donald,J. 


do. 


WillimmsoQ. 


do. 
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9th company. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Gibb. E. G. 


Gunner 


Cadenhead, J. 


Gunner 


M* Arthur, G. 


Ser.-In.CS.M. 


Lowe, J. C. 


do. 


Christie, J. 


do. 


MTarlane, J. 


CS.M. 


Cuthbcrt, J. 


do. 


Crowe, J. 


do. 


Moug, W. 


Sergeant 


Mason, R. 


do. 


Davidson, J. 


do. 


Nicol, C. 


do. 


Watson, L. 


do. 


Duncan, D. 


do. 


Nicol, R. 


Corporal 


Duncan, G. 


, da 


Duncan, W. 


do. 


Paterson, R. S. 


Bombardier 


Young, E. 


do. 


Fotheringham, R. i 


do. 


Reid, C. 


do. 


Stephen, J. 


1 do. 


Hall. J. 


do. 


Steele, C. 


do. 


Murray, A. 


1 do. 


Henry, W. 


do. 


Stott, G. 


Gunner 


Abemethy, D. 


do. 


Laing, G. 


do. 


Wilkie, A. 


do. 


Anderson, D. 


do. 


Lindsay, A. 


do. 


Young, J. 


da 


Blease, T. 











10th COMPANY. 




Rank. 



Captain 

Lieutenant 

Sergeant 

do. 

do. 
Corporal 

do. 
BomViardier 

do. 
Gunner 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Peter, W. B. 
Mitchell, J. M. 
Milne. W. 
Peter. J. M. 
Aikinson, A. 
Goodfellow, L 
Peter, A. 
Edwards, A. 
.M'Intosh, I). R. 
Aikin.son, G G. 
Black, D. 
Careill, A. 
Chnstie, J. 
Clarke, J. 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Gunner 


Clarke, R. 


Gunner 


Milne, D. 


I do. 


Davidson, W. 


do. 


Milne, A. 


do. 


Dickson, J. > 


do 


Milne, C 


do. 


Edwards, A. 


do. 


Milne, W. 


1 do. 


Edwards, \V. 


do. 


Mitchell, J, 


do. 


Edwards, H. 


do. 


Moir, Alex. 


do. 


Fyfe. G. 


do. 


Moir, F. 


do. 


Fyfe, Jno. 


1 do. 


Paton, A. 


' do. 


(iarvie, G. 


do. 


Stewart, D. (i). 


1 do. 


Goodfellow, I, 


do. j 


Stewart, D. (2) 


do. 


Laing, J. 


do. 


Strachan, J. 


do. 


Low, T. 


do. 


Whyie, D. A. 


!j do. 


M'Lcod. D. 


do. 


Winchester, J. 


do. 


Millar, R. 


do. 


Young, A. 



llTH COMPANY 



Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Captain 


Cunningham, J. B. 


Gunner 


Caird. G. 


Gunner 


Low, W. 


Lieutenant 


Riddoch, W. 


do. 


Caird. G. S. 


do. 


M'Keniie, A. 


C S.M. Inslr. 


O'Hare, J. 


do. 


Caird, J. 


do. 


Main, W. 


CS.M. 


Beattie. J. 


do. 


Christie, J. 


do. 


Malcolm, R. 


Sergeant 


Lei per, A. 


do. 


Craig, A. 


do. 


Masson, W. 


do. 


Leiper, G. A. 


do 


Edward, G. 


do. 


Mowatt, W. 


do. 


Noble, A. 


do. 


Leiper, A. (i). 


do. 


Pirie, D. 


do. 


Todd, D. 


do. 


Leiper, A. (2). 


do. 


Reid, W. 


Corporal 


Leiper, R. | 


do. 


Leiper, J. ( i ). 


do. 


Wood, A. 


Leiper, W. 


do. 


leiper, J. (2). 


do. 


Wood, R. 



INDEX. 



INDEX. 



3inbie, Sir G., commandant, Enzie Volunteers, 122. 
ombie, Sir Ralph, inspects Aberdeen Volunteers, 65, 

death, 68. 
tn Almanoii 94, 112. 

en and the volunteer movement of 1859, 150 et seq, 
en arms to be sent to Edinburgh, 17, 18. 
en Artillery — see Artillery Volunteers, 
en battery to be equipped, 41. 
en and national defence fund (1798), 31. 
en Burgh Records quoted, 10, ii, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 333. 
en citizens enrolled for defence, 13, 14, 16, 20, 22, 42. 
en city arms on volunteer colours, 73. 
en City Rifle Corps, 150 et seq. 
en, commander of inhabitants appointed (1696), 14. 
en Count}- — see Aberdeenshire, 
en, E^rl of— his tenants to serve as volunteers, 37 ; 
mandant, County Volunteers, 132 ; commandant, 
rdeenshire Militia, 140 ; gift to volunteers, 238. 
en, early volunteering in, 9 et seq, 
sn Engineers — see Engineers. 
;n, freedom of, to volunteers, 41. 
n Herald^ 152. 

:n, Jacobite invasion of, 16, 18, 19. 
n Journal, 31, 107, 112. 

in Light Infantry Volunteers — see Aberdeen Pikemen. 
sn, measures taken for the safety of the town, 11, 13, 
[5, 16 ; gunpowder ordered to l)e given to the King's 
ps, ibid. ; Pretender proclaimed King, ibid. 
*n Merchants' Rifle Corps, 160 et seq. 
en Pikemen, 97, loi, 108, 113, 139. 
:n postmasters ofler use of carriages to Govern- 
t, 36. 

en Rifle Corps Committee (1859), 154 et seq. 
en shipping armed, 94. 

en Town Council and volunteers, 21, 22, 51, 52, 
58, 108, 152 et seq., 238 ; election interrupted by 
obites, 18 ; spies hired (1746), 19. 



I 



Aberdeen Volunteers, officers of (1795), 44 > uniform (1795), 
45 ; hours of drill (1795), 45 ; receive Grcuit Judges 
(1795). 45 ; Orderly Book (1796). 45 ; presentation of 
colours ( 1 796), 46, 49 ; corps in 1803, 97 ; change of name 
(1804), 108 ; disbandment, ibid, — see also Gordon 
Highlanders. 

Aberdeenshire and volunteers (1797), 32, 40, 93 it seq., 125. 

Aberdeenshire Fencibles, recruiting at Tarland (1794), 39. 

Aberdeenshire Local Militia, 139 et seq, 

Aberdein, Alexander, late provost, 17. 

Admiralty and steamships, 145. 

Advocates, Aberdeen, and national defence, 31. 

Affleck, Andrew, adjutant, R.A.L.I.V., 75 ; presentation 
of plate to, 78; adjutant, Finlason's Fencibles, 103; 
adjutant, Aberdeenshire Militia, 139. 

Africa, South— Aberdeen Town Council and Service Corps, 
238 ; conditions of volunteer service, 236-8 ; Engineers 
— list of 1st Service Section, 298; report of work, 299; 
special mention in despatches, 299 ; list of 2nd Service 
Section, 300 ; London Gazette quoted, 300 ; Gordon 
Highlanders Volunteers — list of ist Service Company, 
239, 240 ; itinerary of 1st Service Company, 243 ; 
diary of two officers, 1st Service Company, 246 ; list of 
2nd Service Company, 241 ; itinerary of 2nd Service 
Company, 244 ; relief draft of 2nd Service Company, 
242 ; list of 3rd Service Company, 254 ; Lieutenant 
Henderson's diary, 3rd Service Company, 256; 4th 
Service Company, account of, 260; list of members, 
261 et seq, ; killed and wounded at Doomkop, 250 ; 
battalion order complimenting volunteers, 253 ; war 
memorials, 263 ; Gordon Highlanders' Institute, Aber- 
deen, 265 ; memorial at ist V.B.G.H. headquarters, 
266 ; Holbum Parish Church, Aberdeen, 266 ; Banff- 
shire memorials, 265 ; Deeside memorials, 264 ; Donside 
memorials, 264 ; Edinburgh memorials, 264. 

Aird, Mrs. Elizabeth (Mrs. Finlason), 103. 

Aldershot, Gordon Volunteer Brigade camp» 307. 

Allan, W., captain, Gartly Volunteers, 12a 
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AlUurdyce, Alexander, M.P., and volunteers, 31, 46, 76, 106. 
'Ambulance instruction inaagorated (1883), 194 ; Association 
formed in Aberdeen, 309. 

American War of Independence (1778), 23. 

Amiens, Treaty of, 69, 91. 

Ammunition difficulties in Aberdeen (i860), 175; ammuni- 
tion reserved in Old Aberdeen (1689), 83. 

Anstice, Colonel R. H., 302. 

Arbuthnot, Hon. D., major, Kincardineshire Volunteers, 135. 

Arbuthnot, Mr., deputy-lieutenant, and Peterhead Volun- 
teers, 117. 

Arms of City of Aberdeen Volunteers in Town Hall, 109. 

Arms of North of Scotland Bank handed over to Theatre, 

155 
Artillery Company of London, 8. 

■^ Artillery Volunteers organised in Aberdeen, 41 ; Battery 
Company at inspections (1795), 5> J equipped by county 
(1795), 117; volunteer corps in Aberdeen (1859), 267; 
RiBe Corps (i860), 164; early companies (i860), 268; 
officers (i860), 268 ; ship carpenters, etc., volunteer 
(i860), 268; company drill arrangements (1859-60), 
269 ; new company in 1862, 269 ; Gymnasium, Queen 
Street, built, 270 ; attempts to create a band, 270 ; 
administrative brigades formed, 270 ; brigade staff, 270; 
officers of corps, 272 ; corps amalgamated (1874), 275 ; 
slatislics (1874-9), 277; officers (1874-80), 277 ; consoli- 
dation by counties (1 880), 276 ; name changed to 1st 
Aberdeenshire Artillery Volunteer Corps (1882), 279; 
composition of (1882), 279 ; corps at Barry (1890-6), 280; 
camp at Porllethen (1889), 280; officers transferred 
(1882), 279 ; at Shoeburyness, 281 ; corps at Buddon, 
281, 284; Colonel Voungson resigns, 281; Colonel 
Ogston appointed, 281 ; resigns, 281 ; Colonel Milne 
appointed, 282 ; Volunteer Decoration, 282 ; Long 
Service Medal, 282-4; statistics (1880-1906), 284; list 
of officers (1880-1907), 285-292; corps at i860 Review, 
322 ; corps at 1881 Review, 325 ; corps at 1905 Review, 
328. 
Artizan Corps of Aberdeen, 64, 163, 165, 166; ist Company, 

165 ; 2nd Company, 165 ; 3rd Company, 166. 
Auldjo, John, convener, captain of 2nd Company of 
Town's Volunteers (1746), 20. 

Bain's Craft Guilds, lo. 
Balvenie Volunteers, 123. 



Ballater, Aberdeen Volunteers at, 188. 

Band of music, first appearance on parade, 58. 

Banff, Lord, and Aberdeen Volunteers, 48. 

Banff adopts volunteer resolutions, 33. 

Banffshire, early volunteering in (1803), 9, 121, 133. 

Bannerman, Alexander, captain of Fencibles, 17. 

Bannerman, Sir Alexander, M.P., 53, 159. 

Bannerman, Lieutenant Charles, 53, 67. 

Bannerman, Lieutenant -Colonel Thomas, and the Gentlemen 
Volunteers, 50 ; receives thanks from Town Council, 52 ; 
his first regimental order, 53 ; orders to Gentlemen 
Volunteers, 56; correspondence with Major-General 
Hay, 69 ; presentation of plate to, 72. 

Bannerman, Provost Patrick, 53. 

Bannerman, Mrs. T., and presentation of colours, 49. 

Bantry Bay, French fleet in, 27. 

Barr^re on ** nation of shopkeepers,'^ 27. 

Barry Camp, Gordon Volunteers, 209 // seq. ; march to 
Aberdeen, 211. 

Bartlett, James, major, BanflBshire Volunteers, 121 ; lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 133. 

Beacons established (1803), 94. 

Bearer Company — see Volunteers tmd Gordon Highlanders. 

Beatrice, Princess, in Aberdeen, 199, 206, 281. 

Belhelvie Volunteers, 120, 131, 132. 

Billet money for volunteers, 102. 

Black, Major William, loi, 102. 

Blockhouse to be built at Aberdeen, 10, ii ; repaired and 
fortified (1759), 16, 22. 

Boulogne, French preparations (1794), 27, 88. 

Bounties to Fencibles, 39. 

Boyne Volunteers— j« Strathalva and Boyne. 

Brebner, Captain Alexander, of Learney, 73, 106. 

Brebner, Sergt. -Instructor, Fraserburgh, presentation, 128. 

Britain — see Great Britain. 

Brown, James, adjutant, Kincardineshire Volunteers, 123, 

135- 
Brown, Principal W. L., chaplain, R.A.L.LV., 74- 

Buddon, Aberdeen Artillery at, 281. 
Burghers' duty, to watch and ward, 8. 
Burgoyne, Sir John, and national defence, 146. 
Burnett, Alexander, commandant, Kincardineshire Vol- 
unteers, 135. 
Burnett, John, captain of Fencibles, 17. 
Burnett, Newell, clerk of lieutenancy, 150. 
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Burnett, Thomas, of Kirkhill, 53. 

Burnett, Captain, Kincardineshire Volunteers, 123. 

Bnms, Robert, and James Chalmers, 112. 

Bask, Captain Hans, his movements for volunteer service, 
146. 

Byres, Captain W., and Gentlemen Volunteers, 50; pre- 
sentation, iM. ; 65. 

-C— w^Camie, W. 

CSftdeohead, G., procurator-fiscal, 155. 

Ciitbnn», Earl of, 100. 

CuDcron, A., captain, Newmill Volunteers, 123. 

Cmmpbell, Capt. D., adjuUnt, Aberdeenshire Militia, 140. 

Camperdown, Battle of, 27. 

Carr, Dr. G., surgeon, Aberdeen Volunteers, 154, 15S. 

Cam^e, Hon. R. F., appointed adjutant, ist Volunteer 

Gordons, 207. 
Camie, V7., his song on the volunteers, 152 ; his Reporting 

Reminiscences quoted, 153. 
Castlehiil, parade of volunteers, 72. 
Castle Street, 49, 51, 56, 64, 68, 71, 76. 
Chalmers, James, commandant, Gilcomston Pikemen, 112; 

his career, ibid, ; presentation, 113. 
Chalmers, D. M. A., 112. 
Chalmers, William, late provost, 17. 
Chanonry, Old Aberdeen, 82. 
Chatham, Aberdeen Engineers at, 295, 296, 301. 
Christie, T. N., appointed colonel, City Rifles, 174 
Collie, George, advocate, 153, 159. 
Colours of regiments altered at the Union, 67. 
Coloors presented — to R.A.L.I. V., 76 ; to Peterhead Corps, 

1 17 ; by Town Council to volunteers, 108. 
Cokyors of Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, 72. 
Colonies, volunteers for South Africa, 233. 
Commons, House of, and the volunteers, 91, 136, 138, 141. 
Connangfat, Duke of, in Aberdeen, 199. 
Cope, Sir John, demands town's arms to be sent to Edin- 
burgh, 17, 18. 
Cooper, Rev. Dr., resigns chaplaincy to Engineers, 30a 
Coonty Militia proposals (1808), 138. 
Cook, Captain Alexander, death of, 298. 
Come, Henry A., adjutant, 1st V.B.G.H., 198. 
Crimond Volunteers, 130. 
Croabie, Captain Alexander, io6u 
^x^Axti, Colonel George, 207, 21a 



Cruden Volunteers, 131. 

CuUen Volunteers, 121. 

CuUoden, news of Battle of, 20. 

Culter, Engineers' camp, 297. 

Cumberland, Duke of, enters Aberdeen, 19. 

Cumine, Major A., Monquhitter Volunteers, 129; Aber- 
deenshire Militia, 14a 

Gumming, Captain, of Authry, specially thanked, 33. 

Gumming, Colonel Gordon, inspects Aberdeen Volunteers, 
100, 107, 112 ; orders to northern volunteers (1803), 95. 

Gumming, Mrs., Sluievannachie, Forfar, 114. 

Cunninghar Hill, parade-ground of burghers, la 

Cuthbert, David, captain of Fendbles, 17. 

Cyclist Section, ist V.RG.H., 199. 

Dauney, Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander, 53, 65, 74-81, 86, 

107. 
Dauney, Mrs. Alexander, and presentation, 76, 78. 
Davidson, Robert, provost of Aberdeen, at Harlaw, 9. 
Davidson, Baillie, captain of Fencibles, 17. 
Davidson, Geo., commandant, Strathbogie Volunteers, 129. 
Dee Street, 151. 
Defence Act, George HI., 15a 
Dingwall, John (1796), 53, 67, 106. 
Don, Bridge of, 83. 

Donald, J., adjutant, Aberdeenshire Local Militia, 141. 
Donaldson, Dr. W., Finlason's Fencibles, 103. 
Doornkop, Battle of, 250. 

Drew, F. M., interim adjutant, ist V.B.G.H., 207. 
" Drovers " Company, Aberdeen Volunteers, 183 et seq. 
Drumblade Volunteers, 129. 
Drum's Aisle, hogsheads of porter distributed, loi ; parade 

of volunteers, 107. 
Duff, Alex., commandant, Banffshire Volunteers, 121. 
Duff, James, commandant, Banfl^ire Volunteers, 122. 
Duff, R. W., of Fetteresso, commandant, Kincardineshire 

Volunteers, 123; presentation of silver cups, 124. 
Duff, W., adjutant, County Volunteers, 132. 
Duff, Mr., of Echt, his tenants volunteer, 37. 
Duffus Volunteers, 133. 

Dunbar, Sir A., captain, Dufius Volunteers, 133. 
Duncan, Admiral, destroys French Fleet (i797). 27 ; victory 

over Dutch, 60. 
Duncan, Douglass, colonel, ist V.B.G.H., 198, 206, 

207. 
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Duncan, W. O., major, honoar for services in South Africa, 

209. 
Dundas, Hon. Henry, war minister, 40, 60, 68, 77. 
Dunnottar, i6a 

Duthie Park, opening of, 194, 28a 
Dutch Fleet, volunteers to be in readiness for, 59 ; Admiral 

Duncan's victory celebrated, 60, 77. 
Dyce, Dr. W., surgeon, R.A.L.I.V., 74; Aberdeenshire 

Militia, 141. 
Dyce, camp of Gordon Brigade, 199. 
Dyce Volunteers, 120, 131, 132. 

Edinburgh Volunteers (1794), 4a 

Edmond, Alex., and volunteer movement (1859), 151, 
152. 

Edmond, James, advocate, 152, 153. 

Elchies Volunteers, 133. 

Elizabeth, Queen, time of; volunteers enrolled, 8. 

Ellon Volunteers, 131. 

Elphinston, John, captain of Fencibles, 17. 

Elphinston, R. H., of Logie-Elphinstone, 1 19. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, 8. 
^ Engineers, ist Aberdeenshire, raising of the corps, 293 ; 
first officers, 294 ; subjects of study, 295 ; camp at 
Culter (1883), 295; work in early years, 295; present 
at presentation of colours to 3rd Battalion Gordon 
Highlanders, 296 ; Colonel Hall retires, 297 ; Major 
Anstice appointed colonel, ibid. ; camp at Culter 
(1893), 297 ; camp at Aboyne (1896), 297 ; at Chatham 
(1901-4), 301-2; at Fort-George (1902-3), 302; Colonel 
Anstice retires, 302 ; Major W. S. Gill appointed 
colonel, 302 ; Volunteer Decoration, 302 ; list of 
officers, 303-8 ; Long Service Medal, 302, 303 ; at 
Review (1905), 329 ; in South Africa— j^«f Africa, 
South. 

Ewen, John, and volunteers, 53, 57, 62, 63, 65, 104, 109. 

Enzie Volunteers, 122. 

Erskine, Colonel Knight, of Pittodrie, 156, 185, 189. 

Falder, R., adjutant, Banffshire Volunteers, 134. 

Farquharson, Captain Chas., 106. 

Farquharson, Murray, lieutenant-colonel, Aberdeenshire 

Militia, 141. 
Farquharson, Peter, appointed adjutant (1796), 153. 
Fencible persons, lists made up (i745)» I7- 



Fencibles, distinction between them and volunteers, 39; 

sent to England and Ireland, 40. 
Ferryhill, owned by Lieutenant-Colonel Tower, M.P., 113. 
Field manoeuvres introduced into volunteer drill, 54. 
Fife, Earl of, colonel, Banf&hire Volunteers, lai, 133. 
Filmore, Edward, major, Finlason's Fencibles, 99. 
Findlater, H. W., artist, 112. 
Finlason, Wm., captain, and the disbandment of volunteers, 

71, 87 ; his corps of Fencibles, 97, 98 ei seq.^ iii, 114 ; 

offers to raise volunteers, 98; appointed commandant 

of corps, 99 ; entertained, 103 ; lieutenant-colonel, 108 ; 

commandant, Aberdeenshire Militia, 139. 
Fintray Volunteers, 131, 132, 
Footdee and volunteer movement, 154. 
Footdee Volunteers— ;«« Aberdeen Pikemen. 
Forsyth, Rev. Dr., inventor of percussion lock, 133. 
Forsyth, J., captain, Keith Volunteers, 123; presentation 

of sword, ikid. 
Forsyth, W., captain, Strathbogie Volunteers, isa 
Forbes, Arthur, appointed captain of Aberdeen (1626), 11. 
Forbes, Baillie John, Old Aberdeen, 82. 
Forbes, John, of Newe, his tenants enrolled as volunteers, 37. 
Forbes, Rev. P., chaplain, Banffshire Volunteers, 121. 
Forbes, Sir W., of Craigievar. 158, 163. 
Forbes, W. L., captain and adjutant, ist V.B.G.H., 199, 

204. 
Forbes, Mr., of Blackford, tenants of, and volunteers, 37. 
Fort-George, Aberdeen Engineers at, 302. 
Foveran Volunteers, 131. 
Fox, Charles James, on volunteers, 38. 
Fraser, Alex., major, Aberdeenshire Militia, 139. 
Fraser, Erskine, of Woodhill, 119, 
Fraser, Rev. W., chaplain, Fraserburgh Volunteers, 128. 
Fraser, W., of Memsie, and Fraserburgh Volunteers, 118, 

127, 128; commandant, Aberdeenshire Militia, 140. 
Fraser, Colonel, of Castle Fraser, vice-lieutenant of county, 

178. 
Fraserburgh Volunteers, 31, 118, 120, 127, 128. 
France, changes — Waterloo to 1859, 145. 
French invasion threatened, 14, 22, 26, 88 «/ x^., 97. 
French privateer beaten off by Peterhead Volunteers, 118. 
French navy, growth of (1859), 147. 

Garden, Rev. George, chaplain, Kincardineshire Volunteers, 
135. 
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Garden, Mr., of Troup specially thanked (1797)1 33. 

Garioch Volunteers, 1 19. 

Gaitly Volunteers, 119. 

Gaaldf Dr. W., surgeon, Banffshire Volunteers, 121. 

GcDtlemen Volunteers — see Royal Aberdeen Volunteers. 

George III., King, receives address from Gentlemen Vol- 
unteers, 50; acknowledges offer of Gentlemen Volunteers, 
58 ; attitude towards French preparations, 88. 

Gerard, Professor Alexander, 86. 

Gerard, Major Gilbert, 78, 85, 86, 87. 

Gibbon, Alexander, major, Aberdeenshire Militia, 141. 

Gibbon, Lieutenant Ar., R.A.V., 41, 55. 

Gibbon, William, promoted ist lieutenant, 41, 65. 

Gilcomston, Chapel of Ease, meeting and offer of volunteers, 
III. 

Gilcomston Light Infantry— j^^ Gilcomston Pikemen. 

Gikomston Pikemen, 97, 107, 108, 11 1 et seq.<^ 139. 
Gill, W. S., colonel, Aberdeen Engineers, 302. 
Glasgow, Earl of, and Aberdeen Volunteers, 48. 
Gordon Highlanders, raising of regiment (1794), 26; Rifle 

Volunteers attached to (1884), 195. 
Gordon Highlanders (Militia), presentation of colours, 196. 
Gordon Highlanders, ist Volunteer Battalion — Predecessors 
of (1795), 44 ; original members of (1859), 155-6 ; first 
inspection, 178; Highland Company formed, 180; 
again, 201; "Drovers," 181 et seq,y 185; second in- 
specdon, 181 ; marriage of H.R.H. Prince of Wales, 
review, 186 ; receive Queen Victoria, 187 ; headquarters 
removed to Woolmanhill, 186 ; uniformity in dress, 187 ; 
collapse of kilted company, 187 ; picnic at Ballater, 188; 
Woodside Company, 188 ; Colonel Knight* Erskine died, 
189 ; Major Jopp appointed colonel, 189 ; Regulation 
of Forces Act, 189 ; Camp at Milltimber (1875), 190-2 ; 
brigade review, 190 ; uniform changed from rifle green 
to scarlet, 193 ; company numbers altered to letters, 193; 
at opening of Duthie Park, 194 ; territorial title adopted, 
195 ; presentation of Militia colours, 196 ; Queen's Jubi- 
lee, 197 ; Volunteer Bazaar, ibid, ; Camp at Culter, 197 ; 
Colonel Jopp retires, 197, 198 ; (Dolonel Douglass Dun- 
can appointed commander, 198 ; Adjutant Crane retires, 
I97t 198; Captain Forbes appointed adjutant, 199; 
Cyclist Section formed, ibid.\ route march, ibid, ; brigade 
camp at Dyce, ibid. ; guards of honour, 197, 199, 206 ; 
Volunteer Ofiicers' Decoradon, 200-1 ; Long Service 
Medal, 202-4 ; adoption of kilt, 201 ; Captain Hector 



MacNeal appointed adjutant, 204 ; surprise parade, 
204-5 > manoeuvres on TuUos Hill, 205 ; at Balmoral, 
ibid, ; Diamond Jubilee, ibid, ; retirement of Colonel 
Douglass Duncan, 206 ; presentation of plate, 207 ; 
Colonel Cruden appointed commander, ibid, ; Hon. 
R. F. Carnegie appointed adjutant, 207 ; brigade camp 
at Aldershot, 207 ; at Stobs, 208 ; Barry, 209 ; Colonel 
Cruden resigns, 210 ; Colonel L. Mackinnon appointed 
commander, ibid ; special military honour to, ibid, ; 
Barry Camp, 2io-ii ; route march from Barry, 211 ; 
Colonel Mackinnon resigns, ibid, ; Colonel D. B. D. 
Stewart appointed commander, 213 ; statistics of 
strength, 213; grants earned — marksmen, ibid, ; .best 
company shots (1887-1907), 215-8 ; best shooting com- 
pany (1887-1907), 219 ; best shot (1861-1907), 214, 215 ; 
officers (1856-1907), 219-30; Sergeant-Majors and In- 
structors, 231 ; Service (Companies, 233 ; battalion at i860 
Review, 320; field state, 321, 322; battalion at 188 1 
Review, comments on, 325 ; battalion order, 1881 
Review, 326 ; battalion at 1905 Review, 329. 

Gordon Volunteers in South Africa — see Africa, South. 

Gordon Highlanders* Institute, Aberdeen, 265. 

Gordon, Alexander, Captain, Aberdeen Artillery, 17. 

Gordon, Lord Adam, and the Aberdeen Volunteers, 47, 48. 

Gordon, Mr. Baron, his tenants offer services, 36. 

Gordon, Charles, captain, R.A.V., 106. 

Gordon, Charles, captain, Kincardine Volunteers, 123. 

Gordon, George, captain, Cruden Volunteers, 131. 

Gordon, George, lieutenant-colonel, County Volunteers, 
132 ; colonel, Aberdeenshire Militia, 140. 

Gordon, Captain James, Huntly Volunteers, 1 19. 

Gordon, Major John, Aberdeenshire Militia, 140. 

Gordon, Lieutenant-Colonel W. Cosmo, 276. 

Gordon, Brigadier-General, inspects Aberdeen Pikemen, 1 14. 

Gordon, Duchess of, and Aberdeen Volunteers, 100, loi. 

Gordon, Duke of, and the volunteers, 26, 32, 36, 47, 51, 61, 
77. 79. 97. 100, loi, 105, 117, 119, 12a 

Gordon, General, of Fyvie, his tenants volunteer, 37. 

Crordon, Rev. Dr., chaplain, Finlason's Fencibles, loi, 103. 

Gordon, Mr., of Cocklarachie, captain, Strathbogie Volun- 
teers, 120, 129. 

Gordon's Hospital, 19, 31, 106, 107, 112. 

Gordon, General, statue unveiled, 197. 

Government and the volunteers, 113, 114, 136, 137, 147. 

Grandholm Works, 106. 
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Grange Volunteers, 121. 

Grant, Sir Archibald, his tenants enrol for defence, 36. 

Grant, Ct captain, Elchies and Knockando' Volunteers, 133. 

Grant, Charles Lyall, 160. 

Great Brit^and the French preparations (1803), 88 et seq. ; 

the changes undergone to 1859, 145 ; views on the 

Napoleonic empire, 146. 
Guthrie G., adjutant, Kincardineshire Volunteers, 135. 
Gymnastic exercises introduced in volunteering, 194. 

Hadden, James, lord provost, 53, 65, 71, 74, 78, 79, 92, 

105, 106, 107, 108. 
Haddtn, Captain Gavin, 106. 

Hadden, Mrs. Jas., and presentation of volunteer colours, 76. 
Hair powder tax, exemption from, 59. 
Hall, shipbuilders, 154. 
Hamilton, John, Aberdeen (1745), 18. 
Hamilton, General, and the gentlemen volunteers, 56, 57. 
Hardie, James, quarter-master, K.A.V., 106. 
Harlaw, Battle of, 9. 
Harvey, Alexander, lieutenant-colonel commandant, Local 

Militia, 126; commandant. County Volunteers, 130; 

Militia, 14a 
Harvey, Robert, captain, Logie-Dumo Volunteers, 132. 
Hawkesbury, Lord, and offers of volunteer service, 80. 
Hay, Andrew, commandant, Strathalva Volunteers, 122. 
Hay, Colonel, Aberdeenshire Fencibles, 40. 
Hay, Major-General, on volunteers, 59, 65, 68, 76, 77, 86 ; 

retirement, 78. 
Hay, Mr., of Monkswell, his tenants to furnish horses and 

carU, 37- 
Henderson, A., captain, Rathen Volunteers, 130. 
Henderson, R. A., diary of, in South Africa, 256. 
Henderson, Lieutenant, 29th Foot, presentation from Kin- 
cardine Volunteers, 124. 
Henry VIH., King, time of, volunteers enrolled, 8. 
Henry, Princess, of Battenberg — see Beatrice, Princess. 
Highland Company, Aberdeen Volunteers, 180. 
Highland invasion feared at Old Aberdeen, 83. 
Highland regiments, raising of, 26. 
Hobart, Lord, and volunteers (1803), 79, 80, 89 et seq, 
Hoche, General, appointed to invade Ireland (1795), 27 ; 

issues proclamation, sails, ibid. ; appears in Bantry Bay, 

%Hd. 
Holburn Church, Aberdeen, memorial to volunteers, 266. 



Home, Mr. , of Logie, 80. 

Howe, Admiral, destiuction of French fleet (1794), 27. 
HuUah, John, sets Mr. Carnie's volunteer song to music, 153. 
Humbert, General, lands on Welsh coast (1797), 27. 
Huntly, Marquis of, and signal posts, 94; and FinIason*s 

Fencibles, 98 et seq. ; reviews Aberdeen Volunteers, 

108; reviews Peterhead Volunteers, 117; commandant, 

Huntly Volunteers, 1 19. 
Huntly Volunteers, 119, 129, 323. 
Hutchison, John, commandant, Peterhead Volunteers, 1 18, 

125, 126, 140. 

Incorporated Trades, Aberdeen, and Volunteers, 10, 64, 74, 

76, 113- 
Incorporated Trades, Old Aberdeen, 84. 
Inveraven Volunteers, 123. 
Inverurie Volunteers, 80, 132. 
Inverness Volunteers at i860 Review, 322. 
Innes, Colonel T., of Learney, 72, 175, 335, 336. 
Ireland, French troops in, 28. 

Ireland, emblem incorporated in regimental colours, 67. 
Iivine, A. F., major. County Volunteers, 132. 

Jack, James, adjutant, Kincardine Volunteers, 123. 

Jack, Dr. William, 85, 86, 87. 

Jacobite risings of 1 7 15 and 1745, '^ ^' ^^^' 

Jamieson, Dr. Robert, surgeon, Peterhead Volunteers, 125 ; 

Aberdeenshire Militia, 140. 
Jervis, Admiral, defeats Spanish fleet at Cadiz, 28. 
Jopp, Wm., and the volunteers, 154, 156, 158, 187, 189 ; 

resignation, 197 ; entertained, 198 ; death, 198. 
Jubilee, Diamond, Gordon Volunteers at London, 205. 

Keith, Dr. W., surgeon, Aberdeen Volunteers, 154, 156, 

158, 165. 
Keith, Sergeant, of Coldstreams, to practice volunteers in 

field exercises, 55. 
Keith Volunteers enrolled 1798, 37 ; horses and carts offered, 

ibid. ; volunteers, 123. 
Kelman, Captain, Fraserburgh Volunteers, 127 ; presenu- 

tion, 128, 140. 
Kemnay Volunteers, 130. 

Kennedy's Annals of Aberdeen quoted, 16, 22, 44. 
Kidd, Rev. Dr., chaplain, Gilcomston Pikemen, 112. 
Kilgour, Captain, St. Fergus and Longside Volunteers, 130. 
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Kilted Company, ist V.B.G.H., 201. 

Kincardineshire Artillery Volunteers formed (1S59), 269, 

277, 279. 
Kincardineshire, early military levy in, 9 ; adopts volunteer 

resolutions, 33. 
Kincardineshire Volunteers, 123, 135, 322. 
King's College, 82, 83, 86, 87. 
King's prize-winners, Aberdeen wapinschaw, 34a 
Kingsbargb, Lord, on early volunteering, 167. 
Kinlock, Colonel, and the volunteers, 151. 
Kirkmichael and Inveraven Volunteers, 123. 
Kintore Volunteers, 80, 132. 
Knight-Erskine — see Erskine, Knight. 
Knockando Volunteers, 133. 
Komati Poort, Gordon Volunteers wounded at, 251. 

Ladies present colours to the volunteers 1795), 49- 
Laing, Captain, Crimond and Lonmay Volunteers, 130. 
Lake, General, defeats French in Ireland, 28. 
Lamont, Lieutenant Francis, appointed adjutant, K.A.V., 

107. 
Leehoek, Battle of, Gordon Volunteers wounded, 251. 
Leith, J. R., captain, Ellon Volunteers, 131. 
Leith, Lord, of Fyvie, gift to volunteers, 238. 
Leith's, Colonel, Fencibles, 39, 46. 
•* Leonidas" and the R.A.V., 105. 
Lerwick, volunteers raised for defence of town, 37. 
Leslie, Rev. Alex., chaplain, Kincardineshire Volunteers, 

135. 
Leslie, Dr. Charles, surgeon, Fraserburgh Volunteers, 128, 

141. 

Leslie, George, ensign of 4th Company of Town's Volun- 
teers (1746), 2a 

Leslie, John, merchant, captain of the 1st Division of the 
Green Quarter (1708), 15. 

Leslie, Mr., of Rauth, his tenants volunteer, 37. 

Levee for volunteer officers, (i860), 177. 

** Levy en Masse " bill, 91. 

Leys, Provost, on national defence, 31, 73, 76, 104, 106, 
107, 108, 113. 

Leys, Masson, & Ca, 106, 107. 

Library, Aberdeen Public, 103. 

Ligertwood, Dr., Finlason's Fencibles, 103. 

Lindsay, William, goldsmith, lieutenant of the 3rd Division 
ot the Crooked Quarter (1708), 15. 



Links battery, 156. 

Links, parade-ground, 76, 77, 98, 100, 107, 158L 

Liverpool Scottish at 1905 Review, 328, 368. 

Livingstone, Lieutenant-Colonel Hay, 100, 102. 

Livingstone, Dr. W., surgeon, Finlason's Fencibles. 103. 

Livingstone, Dr., surgeon, Aberdeenshire Militia, 139. 

Loch Katrine Bodyguard at 1905 Review, 329. 

London artists and the volunteers, 109. 

London, City of, offer of volunteers, 233. 

London Scottish at Review (1905). 330, 348 ; war memorial, 

263 ^see also Loyal North Britons. 
Logte-Buchan Volunteers, 131. 
Logie-Dumo Volunteers, 80, 132. 
Long Service Medal — Aberdeen Companies, R.A.M.C. 

(Vols.), 314; Artillery, 282-4; Engineers, 302, 303; 

1st V.B.G.H., 202-4. 
Longside Volunteers, 13a 
Lonmay Volunteers, 130. 

Lords, House of, and Aberdeenshire Volunteers, 120. 
Lome, Marchioness of, in Aberdeen, 199. 
Loyal Aberdeen Volunteers— j^ aiso Finlason's Fencibles. 
Loyal North Britons (London), i la 
Lumsden, B., Kintore and Inverurie Volunteers, 132. 
Lumsden, IL, Paymaster, Finlason's Fencibles, 103. 
Lundie, John, Baillie, Old Aberdeen, 82. 
Lydenburg, Gordon Volunteers killed and wounded at, 252. 
Lyttelton, General, on Gordon Volunteers, 252. 

Macbean, Colonel Forl)es, on the Gordon Volunteers, 253, 
260. 

Macdonald, Alexander, of Kepplestone, and volunteer move- 
ment (1859), 151, 152. 

Macduff Volunteers, 121. 

Macfarlane, Alex., H.M. Customs, and volunteer movement 
I (1859), 151, 152. 

Macfarlane, Captain Duncan, adjutant-general of Aberdeen 
Forces, 17, 20, 

Mackenzie, J. Russell, and volunteer movement (1859), 151. 

Mackenzie, Roderick, of Glack, D.L., 119. 

Mackinnon, Lachlan, colonel, ist V.B.G.H., 210, 212. 

Maclean, Hector, adjutant, Aberdeenshire Local Militia, 

141. 
Maclean, Hugh, of Coll, provost. Old Aberdeen, 84. 
Macnealy Captain Hector, adjutant, 1st V.B.G.H., 204t 207- 
Macpherson, Dr. H., surgeon, R.A.V., 106. 
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Manafi[emeDi Committee, Gentlemen Volunteers, 59. 

Marischal Collqj^e, 86, 112, 158, 312. 

Marischal, Earl, 9. 

Market Cross, Old Aberdeen, 82, 87. 

Marksmen in ist V.B.G.H.; list of, 213, 214. 

Martin, David, artist, 75. 

Mathieson, Alexander, captain. Old Aberdeen Volunteers, 

85,86. 
Meams, George, volunteer, admitted a burgess of Aberdeen, 

62. 
Mearns-shire Volunteers— 1/1^ Kincardineshire. 
Mearse, John, colour-sergeant-instructor, 163, 194, 195. 
Medal, Long Service, 202 et seq.^ 282 et seq., 302, 303, 314. 
Meldrum — ue Oldmeldrum. 

Menzies of Pitfodels disbands Kincardine Volunteers, 124. 
>Ierchants' Companies, Aberdeen Rifle Volunteers, 160-163. 
Merchants* Rifle Corps— jm also Aberdeen City Rifle Corps. 
Methlick Volunteers, 131. 
Militia Act, 115, 137 «/ seq., 146. 
Militia celebrate royal birthday, 107. 
Militia, local, created (1808), 102. 
Militia system established for Scotland, 60, 64 ; corps 

embodied (1803), 89; exemption for volunteers, 6a 
Milltimber Camp, 19a 
Milne, Major Alexander (1800), 53, 67. 
Milne, Colonel George, appointed commander, ist R.G.A. 

(Volunteers), 282. 
Milne, John, shoemaker-poet, 98. 
Milne, John, secretary, Merchant Rifle Corps, 160, 162. 
Milne, Robert, master of city band, 163. 
Mitchell, Alexander, of Colpnay, captain of Kencibles, 17. 
Moir, Alexander, of Scotstown — his career, 44 ; resigns his 

commission, 53; disbandment of R.A.V., 71. 
Moir, Rev. Dr. George, Peterhead, 1 1 7. 
Moir, James, major, Aberdeenshire Militia, 139. 
Moir, Captain R., adjutant, Aberdeenshire Militia, 140. 
Moira, Earl of, and the volunteers, 137. 
Monquhitter Volunteers, 120, 129. 
Monymusk Volunteers, 130. 
More, Captain Alexander, 106. 
More, Provost George, and the volunteers, 52. 
Morison, Provost James — seized by Jacobites, 19 ; refuses 

to drink Pretender's health, ibid. ; appointed Governor 

of Aberdeen, ibid. 
Morning Chronicle^ 146. 



Mowat, Baillie William, ^pointed captain of Fencibles, 17. 
Municipal banquets, duties of volunteers at, 51. 
Munro, Sir Hector, and Aberdeen Volunteers, 48. 
Munro, Sergeant- Instructor, Merchants' Company, Aberdeen 
Volunteers, 167. 

Nairn Volunteers at i860 Review, 322. 

Napier, , first volunteer bandmaster in Aberdeen, 58. 

Napoleon appointed commander-in-chief of "Army of 

England " (1797), at Boulogne, 27. 
Napoleon III., 145 et seq. 
National defence, discussion on (1859), 146. 
Navies o/thi World, 146. 
Nelson, Admiral, follows Napoleon (1797), 28; Battle of 

the Nile, 28 ; Trafalgar, [36. 
Newburgh fishers and pilots volunteer, 37. 
New Inn, 71, 72. 
Newmachar Volunteers, 131 -2. 
Newmill Volunteers, 123. 

Nicol, W., captain, Kincardineshire Volunteers, 123. 
Nigg Parish— contributions to defence fund, 36 ; farmers 

offer services (1797), 32 ; records quoted, 34-36. 
Nile, Battle of, 28. 
North of Scotland Bank, 154, 155. 
North Pier battery, 156. 

Ogilvy, Rev. Skene, chaplain, Old Aberdeen Volunteers, 
86-7. 

Ogston, James, colonel, City Artillery, 281. 

Old Aberdeen — divided into quarters for military purposes, 
82 ; arsenal and standing army of, 82 ; officers of the guard, 
83-4 ; Town Council and home defence, 83 et seq. ; 
military association (1782), 84; (1798) 85; volunteers, 
82 et seq., 85 et seq.y 103; volunteer colours, 87. 

Old Machar Parish, Aberdeen, and volunteers, ill. 

Oldmeldrum, inhabitants volunteer, 36 ; volunteers, 1 19 ; 
re-embodied, 128. 

Palmerston, Lord, and the volunteers, 142. 
Paris, British Ambassador leaves (1803), 9a 
Paterson, William, captain, Gilcomston Pikemen, 112. 
Paull, J., captain, Dyce Volunteers, 132. 
Pay to volunteers, 78, 90, 102. 

Peace negotiations (1801) celebrated, 68 ; treaty of peace, 
78. 
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■BMoiaKm, 
V <Ji i i i lmfc . 117, UD. 12$. 
Petne, Joaes ihiiil'iiiiTiniiini , icads JaooMiie inrmirg 

PSckengill. H- W^ aiisu 107. 

Pier, Xoctli, mmaon, lai'lug cf ft iiinfitu>-siope, 37 



III, 112. 

Pikes ahaiMWwa d br Aberdeen ValnziteeK. 123. 114. 
Pine, Oipnrin AlexaBder. 106. 
Pitt, WmiuB, sad the ▼ohmieen. jS, 40, 91. 
Pbiiutaoes, voliaixeer dnrr tberc 51 ; presenULnon of 

ooloarsa 761 
Pdetical tribotes to die vulaatfien (1788^, 62. 63, 152. 
Booths H(xpital gardeos, dnD-gnMmd of Tolnteen, 56L 
Pdrtluid, Doke ci, sad the Aberdeen Vohmtecn. 56L 
Portsojr Vohmteen, 121. 
Ptuuk and tbe volmiteen, 169-173. 

Queen Stzecl, Aitillerj gyntnuium bidlt, 270* 
Queen's pciae-vimien, Abexdeen vmpinsdaiw, 340-41. 

Raebom, Sir Ileniy, bis portnit of Colonel Tover, 1 14. 

Raiiwajs introduced, 146. 

Railway Volunteer Company (1S60), 166. 

Rattt, Baillie W., Old Aberdeen, 82. 

Rammy, Major John, commandant^ Petcrbead Voluiteers, 

117. 
Rathen Volmteers, 13a 

Record 06^06, drill-groimd of tbe Tolonteeis, 51, 54, 55. 
Res^il^Ltion of Forces Act (187 1), 189. 
Rqg^olations in case of invasion (1804), 96. 
Reid, Lady, St. Lake's, Aberdeen, 53. 
Reid, James, adjutant, BanflUiire Volanteers, 134. 
Rcid, Sir Geoi^ge, on his old Tolanteering days, 167. 
Review of Northern troops, 186, 339, 3401 
Review of i860, 317 et uq. ; Aberdeen Volunteers at, 321, 

322 ; instmctions, 318 ; Kincardineshire Voluiteers at, 

iHd, ; general orders, 323. 
Review of 1881 — instructions, 324 ; Aberdeen Volunteers at, 

325 ; genera] orders, 325 ; battalion orders, 326. 
Review of 1905, 326 et seq. ; Crimean and Indian veterans 

P'^'^^ 330 f Loch Katrine Bodyguard, 329 ; veterans 

of i860 review, 329 ; veterans of 1881 review, 330 ; 

messages from the King, 330; general orders, 331 ; 

list of Aberdeen Volanteers at, 345 et seq. ; list of 



lirerpooS Soottisli at, 36S; bA ^f LoMkvi SMmnAi 

at Abefdeen— rMT Wapmjichiiw. 

Robib, I>eaooiL9&. 

Robens. Lord, and tbe Gordon VohiTil«n% 251. t$t. t^ 

Robenson, Alexander, laie prenros^ 17. 

Robertson, Andrew, aitts9« and Aberdeen VoihMMttvtk v^ 

Robertson D., captain. Monrmask and KevMnay VW)«ii- 
teers. ijo 

Robinson, G. G^ mi^or, Banffsbire Vo}antf««is itl. 134. 

Riot duty for dte rotenteers. 48. 5a. 

Ri^Ummm's Jl/intwa/, 146. 

RiddelL Major J. Scott, receives b<mo«r of M,V.CV« 3t«. 

Robertson, John, provosi, 17. 

Robertson, Tboatas, major and cowwandcr of AbcrAe(«k 14. 

Robertson* Dr, W.« appointed sa^peon (1796V. j;j. 

Rooikopjcs, Gordon Volanteers vrawidcd at, 151. 

Rose, William, captain, Maodnff Vohmt«evs» Iff. 

Rosebearty Volunteers. ttS; re-embodied, tiSL 

Ross, John, organist. St, raafs chape), 63. 

Rofis, John Leith. of Amnge, ma|or, Cornity Vohiiil<N««. 
131 ; appointed ooaunandant^ fhid. 

Ross-shire AClitia, 76. 

Rothiemay Vohmteers. I2t. 

Route inarch, ist V.RG,Ii. (1891V 109 

Royal Aberdeen Ugfat InftoMry Vohmteers 74 #r «f^ : <«i^ 
to extend services, 77, 

Royal Aberdeen Volunteers. 4^-73* 7^ 78^ ^7« t<H ^ «*t ^ 
disbandment, 108. 

Royal Aberdeenshire HigblaiHlerSk 158. 

Royal Army Medical Corps— Aberdeen companves^ 50* «r 
seq. X Bearei Company sanctioned. 510 : camps and 
route marches, 311 ; diange of name. 3il« 311; vit^l* 
unteers for South Africa, 312; pipe and b^f^ han«i. 
313; Long Service Medal, 314; work, 19067, 3141 
officers of, 315 ; Review t^ 1905* 31a— >»v ♦►V Keww. 

Royal birthdays, volunteer duly, 51, 57* 67, "6^ ^ ro7. 

Royal Northern Qub, 159. 

Rnssel, Thomas, captain. Roteheart}* Volunlectx 1 18. 

Russel, Mr., of Aden, his tenants to fomt v«>)«ini««« <^vk ^(6^ 

Ruthven, Parish of, offers ser%*kwk 36. 

St. Fergus Volunteers, lao. 130 

St. Nicholas Church, la 

St. NichoUs Church\*ard, IM, 114* 
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St. Panrs Church, 103. 

Scott, G. Robertson, of Benholm, 135. 

Scott, John, captain, BelheWie Volonteers, 132. 

Scott, Sir Walter, and the volunteer movement, 94. 

Scott, Walter, major, Shetland Volunteers, 135. 

Scott, Colonel, commands Gordon Volunteers, 251. 

Scotland, early volunteering in, 8 et seq, ; duties of early 

volunteers, ibid. ; Scottish burghers in early days, ihid, ; 

contribution of Scotland to South African War, 235. 
Seniority among officers decided by ballot, 54, 60. 
Sergeant-major appointed for Royal Aberdeen Volunteers, 

66. 
Service companies— jm Gordon Volunteers. 
Seaton, Sir W., commandant. County Volunteers, 131. 
Shand, Provost, on volunteer committees (1778), 24. 
Shelbum, Lord, plan for raising volunteers in Scotland 

(1782), 25. 
Sheridan, Mr., and the volunteers, 94, 136. 
Shetland Volunteers, 135. 
Shipmasters' Society and national defence, 31. 
Shirreft, Rev. Dr. James, chaplain to Aberdeen Volunteers, 

47. 49» 53. io6- 
Shoeburyness, Aberdeen Artillery at, 281. 

Shooting statistics of ist V.B G.H., 214-219. 

Simpson, George, of Hazelhead, 53. 

Sinclair, Sir John, and Aberdeen ^'o]untecrs, 48. 

Skeen, Francis, professor, 20. 

Skene, Alexander, of Avondow, 160. 

Skene, Charles, lieutenant-colonel, Alicrdcen Militia, 139. 

Skinner, Bishop John, 112. 

Slains Volunteers, 131. 

Smith, Dr. B., surgeon, county volunteers, 132. 

Smith, George, weaver poet, 98. 

Smith, Dr. James, surgeon, Banffshire Volunteers, 134. 

Smith, Dr. P., surgeon, Aberdeenshire Militia, 140. 

Soutar, Provost, captain, Macduff Volunteers, 133, 134. 

Spanish War, steps taken to protect Aberdeen (1739), 

16. 
Special constables enrolled (1804), 96. 
Steamships, introduction of, 145. 
Stevenson, W., of View field, 160. 
Stewart, D. B. D., appointed to command of 1st Gordon 

Volunteers, 213. 
Stewart, Thomas, adjutant, Banffshire Volunteers, 123. 
Stobbs camp, 20S. 



Stonehaven Volunteers, 123, 279— x«tf also Kincardineshire 
and Mearns-shire. 

Storey, Major George, of Aberdeen Pikemen, 113. 

Strachan, James, captain, 4th Company of Town's Volun- 
teers (1746), 20, 

Strachan, William, captain of Fencibles, 17. 

Strathalva and Boyne Volunteers and national defence fund, 
31. 122. 

Strathbogie Volunteers, 119, 129. 

Strichen Volunteers, 127. 

Stronach, Alex., major, Banf&hire Volunteers, I33> 134* 

Stuart, Sir John, lieutenant-colonel, Kincardineshire Volun- 
teers, 135. 

Stuart, Lieutenant, Garioch Volunteers, 119. 

Subscriptions to volunteer fund (1795)* 43 

Sutherlandshire Volunteers at i860 Review, 322. 

Sword exercise introduced, 194. 

South African War — see Afirica, South. 

Symmers, George, captain in Aberdeen Corps of Volunteers 
(I795)> 44 > ^^^ I79^> buried with military honours, 45. 

Symson, William, captain of Fencibles, 17. 

Tait, Rev. Thomas, chaplain, County Volunteers, 132. 

Talleyrand and the volunteer?, 136. 

Tarves Volunteers, 131. 

Taylor, Captain, Ijattery company, resigns, 41, 5$. 

Telegraphs introduced, 146. 

Tennyson, Lord, and volunteers, 152. 

Territorial system inaugurated, 195. 

Thiers* France under Napoleon quoted, 88. 

Thomson, Arthur, banker, and volunteer movement (1859), 

151- J53' 156. 158- 
Thomson, G., captain, Foveran Volunteers, 131. 

Thomson, George, of Pitmedden, and volunteers, 160. 

Thomson, James, of Portlethen, 17. 

Thomson, James, Kincardineshire Volunteers, 123, 135. 

Thomson, Robert, town clerk, 20. 

Times and the volunteers, 147. 

Torr>' battery, 156. 

Tower, Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander (1798), 31, 108, 113, 

132, 141. 
Town Council— j« Aberdeen Town Council. 
Town Hall, Aberdeen, 87, 9^ 
Town Hall, Old Aberdeen, 86. 
Trafalgar victory celebrated, 102. 



